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mountains near Crested Butte






WELCOME TO Colorado



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


BEST OF Colorado


HIGH PEAKS AND HAUTE CUISINE


MONUMENTAL ADVENTURE


DEEP POWDER


A Taste of the Wild West


SCENIC WONDERS


Summer in the Rockies


WARM-WEATHER RECREATION


In 1806, after weeks of trudging west across the Great Plains, Lieutenant Zebulon Pike spotted what he thought was a small cloud on the horizon. As he drew closer, a mighty snow-covered peak materialized, followed by the jagged outline of the Rocky Mountain range. Pike had never seen mountains this high. His descriptions of the peak’s majesty fueled the country’s imagination, imprinting the mountain—later named for him—on the public consciousness and ultimately inspiring the song “America the Beautiful.”


These lofty thoughts were on my mind when I drove westward across I-70 for the first time. As the miles ticked by, I eagerly scanned the horizon. When I finally saw the majestic mountains, I too was astonished—both by how high they tower over the plains and by the gleaming cities at their base. Living in Colorado, I’ve come to understand that the Rockies are much more than a backdrop; they are the pulse that sets the rhythm of life, dictating our relaxed pace and weekend escapes, creating our famously variable weather, and underpinning much of the economy.


Colorado is an environment for exploration and adventure. Relax in unspoiled nature and its primeval rhythms. Gaze at forever views of craggy, snowcapped peaks. Get goose bumps listening to the bugling of a bull elk drift through the crisp morning air. You’ll want to actively experience Colorado’s knee-deep powder, plunge down its frothing white-water rapids, and soak away in steaming hot springs. Delve into its unparalleled history—from the ancients who constructed Mesa Verde’s pueblos to the hardy souls who pioneered its creaking ghost towns.


At the end of each adventure-filled day, savor the fresh flavors at a farm-to-table restaurant, sample some of the state’s sudsy microbrews, and then slumber in a luxurious lodge or camp beneath a dark sky teeming with brilliant stars.


Each and every day, Colorado has something wonderful on tap.
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aspen trees






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Skiing and snowboarding through the fresh powder at Colorado's world class skiing destinations.
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2 Driving scenic roads and taking in the views along Mount Evans Scenic and Historic Byway, Trail Ridge Road, and Independence Pass.
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3 Climbing to the top of the state's coolest summits.
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4 Exploring prehistoric cliff dwellings and getting a glimpse into the lives of Ancestral Puebloans at Mesa Verde National Park.
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5 Sampling craft brews—with more than 100 breweries and taprooms, the Denver area is called the Napa Valley of beer.
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6 Hitting the trail and marveling at Colorado's varied landscapes—including stunning Rocky Mountain National Park, Aspen, and the Southwest.
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7 Spotting wildlife, including bighorn sheep, bugling elk, and massive moose.
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8 Reliving the Old West by exploring old forts, gazing at gleaming gold, sashaying into old saloons, and washing down Old West grub with historical cocktails.
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9 Catching a show with open-air acoustics or simply enjoying the phenomenal views at Red Rocks Amphitheatre.
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10 Rafting some of Colorado's most exciting white-water rapids.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


Denver


The Mile High City is Colorado’s cosmopolitan core. Put your finger on its pulse in the lively Lower Downtown. In Larimer Square, the city’s oldest block, colorful art galleries and bustling bars alternate with neighborhood eateries. Perched high on Capitol Hill, the state capitol’s gleaming golden dome is a beacon for historic sites like the mile-high marker and a mansion that once belonged to the Unsinkable Molly Brown. With seven professional sports teams and the nation’s second-largest theater complex, there’s always a show or game to catch. Above it all, to the west, is what truly sets Denver apart: the stunning backdrop of jagged, snow-covered peaks.


Boulder and the Northern Front Range


North of Denver, the foothills rise dramatically above a series of laid-back towns. Here colleges, theaters, and brewpubs are steps from high-tech start-ups, ethnic restaurants, and eclectic shopping, with mountain wilderness just slightly farther away. Each foothills town has its own distinct personality. Bohemian Boulder, home of the University of Colorado, thrives on its reputation as the brainiest, fittest, and foodiest city in the state. Nearby, historic mountain towns brimming with lore offer secluded inns, lesser-known trails, and quaint antiques stores. Artsy Fort Collins, another active college town, is a beer and biking hub with a charming Old Town.
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the Tour de Fat festival in Fort Collins
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Rocky Mountain National Park


Rocky Mountain National Park encompasses 415 square miles (1,075 sq km) of natural wonders. With more than 100 sparkling alpine lakes, lush meadows teeming with grazing elk, and a glaciated landscape of deep valleys nestled beneath soaring summits, the park is awe-inspiring in its splendor—and its size. Driving Trail Ridge Road, the park’s signature scenic drive, is the ultimate Rocky Mountain high; its winding, hairpin curves traverse the high tundra before crossing the lofty Continental Divide.


Steamboat Springs and Northwest Colorado


The northwest is filled with wide-open spaces and varied terrain. Here, some of the largest herds of wild horses in the United States gallop across vast plateaus, and untamed rivers offer fantastic fly-fishing and white-water rafting. Dinosaur National Monument preserves some of the state’s enthralling prehistoric past, while smaller sites protect petroglyphs and snippets of Native American and pioneer-era history. The region’s unpretentious anchor is Steamboat Springs, where cowboy boots and pickup trucks are standard gear, along with downhill skis.
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wild horses in northwest Colorado






Vail and the Central Rockies



The center—and soul—of Colorado lies in the knot of high mountains and deep, narrow valleys along I-70 just west of the Continental Divide. In winter this region is famous for its bluebird skies, fluffy snow, and glittering ski resorts, especially Vail. Other ski areas, like Breckenridge, Keystone, and Copper Mountain, serve as more down-to-earth hubs for winter and summer recreation, from snowshoeing into mountain huts to sailing, biking, and hiking.


Aspen and the Roaring Fork Valley


Aspen is a ski town with deep historical roots. The quest for wealth in this region dates back to the mid-1800s, when prospectors began wandering up the beautiful Roaring Fork River in search of silver and gold. Aspen—and the rest of this magical valley—still retains the enduring allure of riches. From the rugged, red mountaintops, steaming hot springs, and sumptuous accommodations to a lovingly preserved mining-era opera house, this valley seamlessly blends the present with the past and small-town charm with sophisticated luxury.
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Glenwood Hot Springs





Mesa Verde and the Southwest


Snow-covered peaks, aspen-studded mesas, and earthy sandstone plateaus all characterize southwestern Colorado. Ancestral Puebloan ruins and modern tribal parks echo the area’s long human occupation, while remote mining cabins resonate with the remnants of shattered dreams. In the north of this region, the gurgling Gunnison River has carved a canyon so deep and sheer that parts of it receive just minutes of sunlight each day. Upstream, friendly Crested Butte has a historic district so well preserved that it’s called Colorado’s “last great ski town.”
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snowboarding at Crested Butte Mountain Resort





Colorado Springs and the Southeast


In southeast Colorado, purple mountains majesty meet the high-desert plains where Pikes Peak rises straight from the prairie, dominating the landscape and the region’s history. At its base, Colorado Springs, the state’s second-largest city, has a wealth of attractions, including the rocky fins of the Garden of the Gods, the U.S. Olympic Training Center, and the mineral waters in artsy Manitou Springs. To the west, adventurers come from near and far to run the Arkansas River’s frothing rapids and scale Mount Elbert, Colorado’s highest peak. Farther south, a flat valley the size of Connecticut stretches as far as the eye can see. On its eastern edge, a field of giant sand dunes abuts the snowcapped Sangre de Cristo Range, creating one of the state’s most dramatic views.


WHEN TO GO


Colorado is a year-round destination with seasonal activities that typically influence when is the best time to visit. The majority of guests arrive either during ski season, which runs from Thanksgiving through early April, or during the summer.


Winter


Ski towns such as Aspen, Vail, and Steamboat Springs are the most crowded and expensive in winter, particularly during the Thanksgiving, Christmas, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and Presidents’ Day holidays. The snow is often better, and the slopes less crowded, in March and early April. Except for Aspen, the ski towns are nearly deserted during the post-skiing “mud season” (late winter-early spring) before picking up again in July.


Spring


Spring is a wonderful time to visit, with frequent flocks of migrating sandhill cranes and warm, sunny days perfect for seeing the first vibrant wildflowers. However, the weather is notoriously fickle, and spring often brings raging blizzards that can disrupt travel plans.


Summer


By early summer, the highest roads and mountain passes are open, offering unparalleled opportunities to drive Trail Ridge Road, view wildlife, attend music and food festivals, and bike, raft, and fish to your heart’s content. Although the days can be hot, the humidity is low, and the temperatures are comfortable at night.


Autumn


Autumn, when the mountains are carpeted with golden aspen trees, is my favorite season in the Centennial State. This is an ideal time to explore Mesa Verde’s delicate ruins, hit the trail, and bask in the sun’s last warm rays at an outdoor café before Mother Nature starts her cycle anew.
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BEST OF Colorado


This two-week tour visits many of the state’s highlights while still leaving enough time to enjoy a few lesser-known spots. The scenery along this drive is gorgeous and diverse, and you’ll still have plenty of time for hiking, wine-tasting, and visiting ancient ruins. The route divides into two overlapping loops so that if you only have one week, you can complete the northern itinerary as written or reverse the southern loop’s order and, either way, return to Denver from Grand Junction.


HIGH PEAKS AND HAUTE CUISINE


This weeklong tour showcases many of Colorado’s high points—both literally, like Trail Ridge Road, the continent’s highest continuously paved road, and Rabbit Ears Pass, a recreation hub near Steamboat Springs, and figuratively, with its generous selection of top-tier restaurants in Denver, Boulder, and Steamboat Springs.


Day 1: Denver


Arrive at Denver International Airport and transfer to one of the Mile High City’s cozy bed-and-breakfasts. Stroll through the Denver Botanic Gardens or shop in bustling Larimer Square, the city’s oldest block, before enjoying a cold craft beer at Wynkoop Brewing Company, Colorado’s first brewpub, and a farm-to-table dinner at The Kitchen Denver or juicy steaks at Elway’s.


Day 2: Boulder


Head north to Boulder and hike in Chautauqua Park, then drive up Flagstaff Mountain for gorgeous panoramic views. Sip a cup of tea seated at a topchan at the Boulder Dushanbe Teahouse before shopping and people-watching along the Pearl Street Mall. Settle into a downtown hotel and dine at Frasca Food & Wine or Hapa Sushi.



Day 3: Rocky Mountain National Park



Drive through artsy Lyons en route to Estes Park, the gateway to Rocky Mountain National Park. Look for bighorn sheep at Sheep Lakes and elk in Moraine Park, then tuck into a picnic lunch near sparkling Bear Lake. Take an afternoon hike followed by a casual dinner in downtown Estes Park.
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Rocky Mountain National Park





Day 4: Trail Ridge Road to Grand Lake


Fuel up at Notchtop Bakery & Cafe before reentering the park to drive the winding hairpins along Trail Ridge Road, one of Colorado’s most spectacular drives. Stop at the vista points, trailheads, and Alpine Visitor Center along the way, then spend the night at the rustic Grand Lake Lodge, perched high above Grand Lake, a year-round recreation hub on the west side.


Day 5: Steamboat Springs


Head northwest to Colorado’s cowboy corner, anchored by the ranching-turned-recreation town of Steamboat Springs. Spend the afternoon hiking or horseback riding through the Mount Zirkel Wilderness or zip-lining near Rabbit Ears Pass. Shop for Western wear at F. M. Light & Sons before savoring a classic Italian dinner at Mambo Italiano or Mazzola’s Italian Restaurant.
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Steamboat Springs





Day 6: Dinosaur National Monument


Get up early to visit Dinosaur National Monument, a three-hour drive west. Veer briefly into Utah to visit the Dinosaur Quarry’s famous bones and then drive to the Echo Park Overlook to see the gorgeous valley where the Yampa and Green Rivers meet. Camp in the monument or bunk down in Craig.
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Dinosaur National Monument.






Day 7: Grand Junction



Search for ancient pictographs in the Canyon Pintado National Historic District en route to Grand Junction. Pedal, hike, or raft through the beautiful high-desert scenery or explore the dizzying heights of the world’s largest flat-topped mountain along the Grand Mesa Scenic and Historic Byway. Save time for a wine-tasting in nearby Palisade before enjoying fresh farm-to-table fare at Bin 707 Foodbar.


MONUMENTAL ADVENTURE


The southern loop highlights four gorgeous national parks and monuments with awe-inspiring sights, including Mesa Verde’s ancient cliff dwellings and the dark depths of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, as well as the rugged San Juan Mountains, whose rocky summits tower above ski slopes, historic mines, and fields of wildflowers.


Day 8: Colorado National Monument


After breakfast in Grand Junction at Main Street Bagels, visit the sandstone towers and hidden crannies of Colorado National Monument. View the fossil treasures at the Dinosaur Journey Museum before another wine-tasting and an overnight in or near Grand Junction.


Day 9: Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park


Head southeast to view the sheer, dark walls of Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park before driving south to Ouray. Enjoy dinner in the historic downtown followed by a decadent dessert at Mouse’s Chocolates and a relaxing soak in the Ouray Hot Springs.


Day 10: Telluride and the San Juan Mountains


In the morning, take a jeep tour to wildflower-filled Yankee Boy Basin, then drive to Telluride and enjoy a leisurely lunch in the historic downtown. Soak up the scenery by riding the free, year-round gondola up to the mountain village or hiking to beautiful Bridal Veil Falls. Check in at the historic Madeline Hotel, then walk to La Marmotte for dinner.


Day 11: Canyons of the Ancients National Monument


Leave early for the stunning drive through the San Juan Mountains and down to the sweeping sandstone landscape around Cortez. Visit the Anasazi Heritage Center before exploring the twisting chasms and ancient pueblos in Canyons of the Ancients National Monument. Top off your day with an icy margarita and delicious Mexican food at La Casita de Cortez.


Day 12: Mesa Verde National Park


Spend the day exploring Mesa Verde National Park’s world-famous ruins. If you were able to snag tickets in advance, clamber through Balcony House or Cliff Palace, then head to Chapin Mesa to tour the archaeological museum and drive the scenic Mesa Top Loop Road. End your day in lively Durango with dinner at the Steamworks Brewing Company.


Day 13: Durango


Board the historic Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad for an all-day outing in the heart of the rugged San Juan Mountains. While in Silverton, explore quaint shops and colorful mining-era buildings before returning to Durango for a second night.


Day 14: Denver


It’s a six-hour drive to Denver via U.S. 160 and U.S. 285. Stop for lunch at Little Red Hen Bakery in Salida and stretch your legs at Red Rocks Amphitheatre. Settle into your downtown hotel, then enjoy dinner and live music in LoDo.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Deep Powder


Colorado is a top skiing and snowboarding destination, with diverse terrain, some of the nation’s largest drops, and impressively long seasons. Here are some of the top resorts.
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• Arapahoe Basin: Although it can be cold and windy, this venerable resort has some of the state’s steepest and hardest runs, as well as the longest season, which sometimes extends until the Fourth of July.


• Aspen: With four nearby mountains to choose from and all the luxurious trappings, Aspen is a destination unto itself.


• Beaver Creek: Known for its luxurious ski-in, ski-out accommodations and attentive customer service, Beaver Creek is an exclusive resort with many excellent runs.


• Copper Mountain: The state’s best-laid-out mountain neatly separates skiers of varying abilities and offers reasonably priced lift tickets and slightly less-crowded slopes.


• Crested Butte: Colorado’s “last great ski town” offers a world-class mountain as well as a charming historic downtown where you can enjoy an après-ski dinner or drink.


• Steamboat Springs: Feet of champagne powder and superb glade skiing make Steamboat an ideal destination for intermediate and advanced skiers.


• Telluride: You just might spot Oprah Winfrey, Jerry Seinfeld, or another celeb as you cruise down the slopes of Colorado’s remotest ski resort.


• Vail: The queen of glitz and glamour, Vail is also America’s biggest mountain. Its 3,450 feet (1,052 m) of vertical drop, 195 runs, 31 lifts, and great ski and board school make it a perfect choice for groups and skiers of every ability.


• Winter Park: Winter Park is a large, family-friendly resort that can be visited on a day trip from Denver.
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A Taste of the Wild West


TOP EXPERIENCE


Once a sleepy outpost on the Western frontier, Colorado became a hive of activity in the late 1800s after gold was discovered in its clear, cold streams. Fortune seekers flocked here, as did gunslinging outlaws and other colorful characters who profoundly influenced the state’s history. The new arrivals laid the foundation for the state’s largest cities as well as its quaint Victorian mountain towns. History buffs can explore old forts, gaze at gleaming gold, sashay into old saloons, and even wash down Old West grub with historic cocktails. Every corner of the state hosts a nugget of history, but due to the long driving distances, you’re better off limiting your explorations to one or two regions at a time.


Denver


Tour the restored mansion at the Molly Brown House Museum, then learn about the West’s African American cowboys at the Black American West Museum & Heritage Center. After lunch, visit the Denver Museum of Nature and Science to view sparkling samples of gold.


The Denver Foothills


The West lives on in the town of Golden, home of the Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave (where he may—or may not—be buried), the Colorado Railroad Museum, and the haunted saloon Buffalo Rose. Nearby Morrison offers a taste of the really Wild West—Dinosaur Ridge, where armored stegosauruses once roamed. Chow down at The Fort, a restaurant specializing in Old West food and drink, including historic cocktails.


Colorado Springs


Celebrate the skill of the best calf ropers and bull riders at the ProRodeo Hall of Fame and Museum of the American Cowboy, then ride a horse through Colorado Springs’ stunning Garden of the Gods or wander through Old Colorado City, the Territory of Colorado’s first capital. Delve further into the past at the Old Colorado City History Center or visit historic Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site along the mountain branch of the Santa Fe Trail, two hours southeast. Take a detour to serve some time at the Museum of Colorado Prisons in Cañon City. At night, rustle up some grub at the Colorado Mountain Brewery inside a beautifully restored railroad roundhouse.
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historic wagon on display at Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site





Steamboat Springs


Known for its Western-themed Hot Air Balloon Rodeo and Cowboys’ Roundup Days, Steamboat Springs is also the home of the Tread of Pioneers Museum, which tells the story of local outlaw Harry Tracy, who once ran with Butch Cassidy. While in town, saddle up a steed at one of the many local ranches, shop for cowboy boots at F. M. Light & Sons, and pamper yourself at the Vista Verde Guest Ranch.


Roaring Fork Valley


Discover Aspen’s historical roots at the Wheeler Opera House and Wheeler Stallard Museum, both built by a department store-turned-mining entrepreneur. In summer, bike or drive to the eerie ghost town of Independence, where miners caught in the state’s worst blizzard once dismantled their homes to make skis, which they used to escape. Farther north, soak in the historic hot springs in the railroad hub of Glenwood Springs.




Scenic Wonders


Beyond the Rockies, Colorado has a host of other natural areas where you can admire some of Mother Nature’s scenic wonders.
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• Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park: Peer over the edge of this awe-inspiring canyon in this quiet national park to gaze at the sparkling Gunnison River flowing almost half a mile (0.8 km) below.


• Browns Canyon National Monument: This national monument highlights the frothing Arkansas River and its pristine canyon, a beacon for anglers, white-water rafters, photographers, and hikers.


• Canyons of the Ancients National Monument: This lesser-known gem harbors the nation’s largest concentration of archaeological sites, as well as inspiring biking and hiking trails.


• Colorado National Monument: Bike, hike, or drive through this pristine wilderness of twisting canyons, sloping slickrock, and sandstone towers looming above piñon- and juniper-dotted slopes.


• Dinosaur National Monument: This remote monument features the remains of Jurassic giants and a beautiful valley where two of the Colorado River’s most important tributaries meet.


• Eldorado Canyon State Park: This beautiful canyon near Boulder boasts streamside picnicking, angling, hiking, and world-class rock climbing.


• Garden of the Gods: Drive, hike, or ride a horse among the rocky fins while enjoying dramatic views of Pikes Peak far above.


• Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve: This 150,000-acre (60,703 ha) park protects the continent’s tallest sand dunes, which are backdropped by towering summits of the snowcapped Sangre de Cristo Mountains.


• Royal Gorge: The Arkansas River has carved a mighty gorge 10 miles long (16.1 km) and up to 1,200 feet high (366 m). Explore its depths via an excursion train or a soaring suspension bridge.
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Summer in the Rockies


Summer is prime time for those who enjoy the high country. The central Rockies—with their stunning scenery, proximity to Denver, and outstanding year-round recreation—are the ideal place to taste the state’s alpine grandeur while still leaving plenty of time for many other activities on offer. Take this trip between Memorial Day and late October, when Independence Pass is open.


Day 1


Arrive at Denver International Airport and transfer to your hotel downtown. Visit the State Capitol Building to see the city’s celebrated mile-high marker, then enjoy an unforgettable view of the Rockies from City Park or the top of the Ferris wheel at Elitch Gardens before heading to LoDo for dinner.


Day 2


Drive west on I-70 into the Rocky Mountains, stopping in the colorful, mining-era town of Idaho Springs to explore the Argo Gold Mill and Museum or the Phoenix Gold Mine. Fill up with Mountain Pie pizza at Beau Jo’s before driving the spectacular Mount Evans Scenic and Historic Byway, North America’s highest paved road. Settle into your hotel in Breckenridge and enjoy drinks and dinner in the charming historic downtown.


Day 3


Fortify yourself at Cuppa Joe and walk the Boreas Pass Road, or, if you’re acclimated, rise with the sun and hike up Quandary Peak, one of Colorado’s famous fourteeners. Next, drive over 10,662-foot (3,250-m) Vail Pass to the town of Vail. Take a twilight stroll through the Betty Ford Alpine Gardens before relaxing over aperitifs at the Root & Flower Wine Bar and dining at Sweet Basil.


Day 4


Savor the mountain views while playing a round of golf, biking up Vail Pass, or shopping in Vail Village before eating lunch at The Little Diner. In the afternoon, drive an hour west to Glenwood Springs, stopping along the way to hike up to Hanging Lake in gorgeous Glenwood Canyon (permit required). After exploring the downtown, walk to the Glenwood Canyon Brewing Company for dinner before watching the sunset while soaking in Glenwood Hot Springs.
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Hanging Lake





Day 5


Drive south along the Roaring Fork River to Aspen. After checking into the Limelight Hotel, ride the bus up Maroon Creek Valley (reservation required) to see Colorado’s most-photographed peaks—the crimson twin summits of the Maroon Bells. Go for a hike or return to Aspen and spend the rest of the day exploring the town’s art galleries. For dinner, sample the sushi at Matsuhisa or charcuterie and crepes at the French Alpine Bistro/Creperie du Village.


Day 6


Drive over the dizzying heights of 12,095-foot (3,687-m) Independence Pass, stopping at the Grottos and the ghost town of Independence. After descending to the beautiful Arkansas River Valley, return to Denver via one of two routes: drive south for white-water rafting in Browns Canyon National Monument, or head north to historic Leadville, the highest incorporated city in the United States, where colorful characters like Horace and “Baby Doe” Tabor and Molly Brown once struck it rich in the district’s high-elevation mines.




Warm-Weather Recreation


Colorado is a mecca for summer outdoor recreation. Here are some of the best places for fun in the sun.
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HIKING


Denver, Golden, and Vail all have walking trails. Intermediate options include trails in Boulder’s Chautauqua Park. Rocky Mountain National Park has numerous trails—from easy strolls to backpacking a portion of the challenging Continental Divide Trail.


Climb the slopes of one of the state’s fourteeners (peaks that rise above 14,000 feet/4,267 m in elevation). Quandary Peak, near Breckenridge, and Mount Elbert, near Leadville, are both relatively straightforward fourteeners.


BIKING


Colorado’s classic routes include Flagstaff Mountain west of Boulder, Lookout Mountain in Golden, and many of the state’s highest passes and pavement, including Trail Ridge Road, Vail Pass, and the Mount Evans Scenic and Historic Byway. Mountain bikers flock to Grand Junction, the start of Kokopelli’s Trail, as well as Aspen and Crested Butte.


WATER SPORTS


Popular areas for white-water rafting and kayaking include the Arkansas River, Clear Creek near Golden, the Colorado River by Glenwood Springs and Grand Junction, and the Yampa and Green Rivers in Dinosaur National Monument. Lake Dillon near Breckenridge, Grand Lake in Rocky Mountain National Park, and Blue Mesa Reservoir near Gunnison all offer sailing, stand-up paddleboarding, and angling.


GOLF


Lower your handicap at highly regarded courses designed by masters like Jack Nicklaus and Greg Norman, such as the Breckenridge Golf Club, the Beaver Creek Golf Club, or the Aspen Golf & Tennis Club. Near Denver, putt next to prehistoric dinosaur fossils at the Fossil Trace Golf Club.








Denver



HIGHLIGHTS


PLANNING YOUR TIME


ORIENTATION


Sights


DOWNTOWN, LODO, AND CAPITOL HILL


HIGHLANDS AND PLATTE RIVER VALLEY


CITY PARK AND ENVIRONS


GREATER DENVER


Sports and Recreation


HIKING AND BIKING


KAYAKING


GOLF


SPECTATOR SPORTS


Entertainment and Events


NIGHTLIFE


PERFORMING ARTS


Shopping


SHOPPING DISTRICTS


DOWNTOWN AND LODO


HIGHLANDS AND PLATTE RIVER VALLEY


Food


DOWNTOWN AND LODO


CAPITOL HILL


CITY PARK AND ENVIRONS


HIGHLANDS AND PLATTE RIVER VALLEY


CHERRY CREEK


Accommodations


DOWNTOWN AND LODO


CAPITOL HILL


CITY PARK AND ENVIRONS


CHERRY CREEK


GREATER DENVER


Transportation and Services


AIR


CAR


TRAIN


BUS


BIKE


TAXI


SERVICES


Denver Foothills


GOLDEN


MORRISON


The Denver Rockies


IDAHO SPRINGS


GEORGETOWN


WINTER PARK
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kayakers enjoying a summer day in Denver’s City Park







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Visit the State Capitol Building: The glistening dome of Denver’s most prominent landmark is plated with 200 ounces (5,670 g) of 24-carat gold (click here).


S Learn about the Unsinkable Molly Brown: Tour the House of Lions, Molly Brown House Museum, the beautifully restored Victorian mansion of Denver’s most famous resident (click here).
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S See Native American Art at the Denver Art Museum: Its striking, arrowhead-like Hamilton Building houses a massive collection (click here).


S Get in the Action at City Park: Denver’s largest park hosts the Denver Zoo, the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, two lakes, free jazz concerts, and some of the very best views in town (click here).


S Stroll through Denver Botanic Gardens: This urban oasis is teeming with 34,000 different plants (click here).


S Catch a Game at Coors Field: This retro purple-and-brown stadium, with its ensconced eateries and bars, hums with energy. Tour the stadium if you can’t make it to a Colorado Rockies game (click here).


S Explore Larimer Square: This spirited district bustles with colorful art galleries, exclusive boutiques, lively bars, and hip restaurants (click here).


S Rock Out at Red Rocks Amphitheatre: Perfect acoustics beneath this circle of stones make concerts unforgettable (click here).


S Get Prehistoric at Dinosaur Ridge: Delve into Denver’s prehistory with a remarkable series of dinosaur tracks, ancient ripple marks, and the first evidence of dinosaur courtship (click here).


S Drive the Highest Paved Road in North America: Mount Evans Scenic and Historic Byway leads to the summit of beautiful Mount Evans, one of Colorado’s 54 fourteeners (click here).
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the State Capitol







[image: image]

Monet Pool in the Denver Botanic Gardens.








Just as the dramatic backdrop of towering, snow-covered peaks dominates Denver’s skyline, the city has strongly influenced Colorado’s history and culture.


Its vibrant downtown played a key role in establishing Colorado as a state. Denver’s rise to prominence began in the summer of 1858, when a party of prospectors from Oklahoma crossed the plains to reach the eastern Rockies’ clear mountain streams. In early August, the group discovered gold near the spot where Cherry Creek flows into the South Platte River, the site of modern Denver’s Confluence Park. Although the prospectors didn’t find much gold, word of the strike spread like wildfire, sparking the Pikes Peak gold rush, named for a mountain that lay far to the south.


The prospectors could be forgiven for not knowing the local geography; until the mid-19th century, what is now Colorado had long been a sleepy outpost on the far-western fringes of the Kansas and Nebraska Territories. But after the Oklahomans struck gold, several groups quickly began to plat and build communities. On the east bank of Cherry Creek, General William Larimer laid out a town and named it after James Denver, the Kansas territorial governor, in the hope of currying political favor. His town competed fiercely with neighboring Auraria in what evolved into a bitter rivalry. Realizing that such animosity would ultimately harm everyone, the adversaries did a very Denver-like thing: They met on the bridge spanning Cherry Creek and resolved their dispute for the price of a barrel of whiskey.


Despite a number of booms and busts—including an attack by a Confederate army from Texas, a devastating fire, and a major flood on Cherry Creek in 1864—Denver has remained Colorado’s cultural, social, and political nerve center. After a survey discovered that one of the Capitol Building’s steps is located exactly 1 mile (1.6 km) above sea level, the city earned its famous nickname, the “Mile High City.”


Today, Denver’s river network is the basis for the city’s metropolitan trail system, which makes it easy to travel between fascinating attractions, trendy restaurants, chic shopping districts, and thriving art outlets. These highlights make Denver the state’s cosmopolitan core and a highlight of any visit to Colorado.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


If you’re planning to visit other parts of Colorado, 1-2 days will still suffice to see the major downtown attractions, sample a couple of locally crafted beers, enjoy one of the city’s innovative restaurants, and stroll along the busy 16th Street Mall.


To truly capture the city’s flavor, spend at least four days to enjoy the LoDo nightlife, visit a few museums, watch a game for your chosen sport, stroll or cycle one of the city’s many paths, and take a day trip up Mount Evans. In the foothills, you can ski with the locals, view ancient dinosaur tracks, or visit one of the historic Victorian mining towns.


In winter, the weather can be cold and icy, but it’s also the time of the Christkindl Market, when Skyline Park is transformed into a quaint Bavarian village. In summer, the days can be hot, but the heat is usually broken by midafternoon thunderstorms. It’s a great time to take a hike, dine outdoors, and cheer on the Rockies baseball team. Temperatures are usually mild in spring and fall, both great times to visit. However, occasional blizzards can still disrupt transportation during those milder seasons.


ORIENTATION


With a population of three million, the Denver metro area hosts more than half of the state’s residents in a relatively compact area. The city sits on the western edge of the Great Plains, a short distance east of where the Rocky Mountain foothills rise sharply skyward. Locals often refer to the first wall of mountains, so clearly visible from downtown Denver, as the “Front Range.” The mountains-to-plains transition runs north-south along the state’s entire length, and this is where the majority of the population lives. If you remember that the mountains are to the west, it’s easy to get your bearings.


Downtown Denver has a number of distinct neighborhoods. These include the lively downtown and LoDo (Lower Downtown), centered on Empower Field at Mile High and Union Station; the millennial-heavy Capitol Hill neighborhood to the south; the Highlands and Platte River Valley, which includes the riverfront area near Confluence Park and the heavily Hispanic region to the northwest; and central-eastern City Park and Environs, home to the zoo, botanic gardens, nature and science museum, and the city’s largest park. Cherry Creek is the city’s most affluent district, and the site of a high-end mall.


West of the city, the Denver foothills host the cowboy town of Golden and the gorgeous Red Rocks Amphitheatre. As I-70 enters the Denver Rockies, it passes several old mining towns on its way to the two closest ski areas: Winter Park and Loveland.


Sights


Denver’s main attractions are within a relatively compact area south of the South Platte River and east of Speer Boulevard, within walking distance of Union Station and Coors Field. If you plan to visit at least three of the top attractions, including the Denver Art Museum, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, and the Downtown Aquarium, you can save money by purchasing a three-, four-, or five-attraction Denver CityPASS (www.denver.org, from $42, valid for 7 days).


DOWNTOWN, LODO, AND CAPITOL HILL


Sakura Square


Denver’s “Little Tokyo” is Sakura Square, a small plaza northeast of the Larimer Street/19th Street intersection in LoDo. Heavily populated by post-World War II internment-camp refugees and their offspring, this square hosts a Japanese market, restaurants, and apartments surrounding a statue of Ralph Carr, the former governor of Colorado. (Carr was the only elected official in the country who publicly apologized to the Japanese American community for their internment after they were released.) The plaza’s centerpiece is the Tri-State Denver Buddhist Temple (1947 Lawrence St., 303/295-1844, http://tsdbt.org, 8am-3pm Mon.-Thurs.), which offers frequent services and lectures.
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Daniels & Fisher Tower


One of Denver’s most distinctive landmarks is the 1910 Daniels & Fisher Tower (1601 Arapahoe St.), a 375-foot (114-m) tower that rises above the pedestrian-friendly 16th Street Mall. When it was built next to a large department store in 1910, this tower was the highest building west of the Mississippi. Modeled after Saint Mark’s bell tower in Venice’s Piazza San Marco, the tower features four clocks, each 16 feet (4.9 m) high. Although the rest of the building was knocked down in the 1970s, the tower was thankfully preserved and has been converted into an entertainment venue called Lannie’s Clocktower Cabaret. Learn more about this landmark, and the people who saved it from the wrecking ball, on 90-minute walking tours of Historic Denver Larimer Square (1420 Larimer St., 303/534-5288, www.historicdenver.org, 10am Sat., $23).


Denver Firefighters Museum


The city’s first firehouse now hosts the small Denver Firefighters Museum (1326 Tremont Place, 303/892-1436, www.denverfirefightersmuseum.org, 10am-4pm Tues.-Sat., $9). Exhibits focus on the history of firefighting in Denver and include antique equipment such as an 1867 hand-drawn fire pumper, old lockers, and displays informing how protective clothing has evolved over time. Kids will delight in clambering aboard a fire engine, donning gear, and sliding down the old fire pole.


U.S. Mint


Denver’s branch of the U.S. Mint (320 W. Colfax Ave., 303/405-4761, www.usmint.gov) is one of the federal government’s four official places where it makes money—more than 50 million coins per day! Established in 1863 as an assay office, this facility was converted into a working mint in 1904. Today this branch makes all denominations of circulating coins, as well as commemorative and uncirculated coin sets, and stores silver bullion. The 45-minute tour (8am, 9:30am, 12:30pm, and 2pm Mon.-Thurs., hours subject to change, free) covers the steps involved in coin manufacturing and the mint’s long history and ends at the gift shop, where you can purchase commemorative coins and other paraphernalia. Because space is limited, you should complete the tour request form (available on the website) far in advance.



S State Capitol Building



One of Denver’s most familiar sights is the State Capitol Building (200 E. Colfax Ave., 303/866-2604, www.colorado.gov, 7:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri., free), whose glistening dome rises an impressive 272 feet (83 m) high. Intentionally designed to mimic the U.S. Capitol, the building was constructed during the 1890s using beautiful native stone, including sparkling Yule Marble, quarried in Marble, Colorado (near Aspen), for the floors and a pink marble so rare that the entire supply, which came from the Pueblo area, was consumed in its construction.




The Unsinkable Molly Brown


Just before midnight on the night of April 14, 1912, Margaret “Molly” Brown was reading a book in her cabin aboard the RMS Titanic when she felt a crash and was tossed to the floor. She donned a dressing gown and went out into the corridor. Everything seemed normal, so she returned to bed and continued reading. Shortly afterward, another passenger knocked on her door and cried, “Get your life preserver!” Brown rose, pulled on her warmest outfit, seven pairs of stockings, and a sable stole. She then strapped on her lifebelt, grabbed the blanket from the bed, and headed to the boat deck. The rest of the evening is a sad and familiar tale. On its maiden voyage from England to New York City, the world’s largest passenger steamship struck an iceberg, which tore open compartments the length of a football field along the ship’s side. The captain ordered the lifeboats lowered, but there weren’t enough for all the passengers, and most were launched only partially full. Of the 2,223 people on board, only 710 lived, including the legendary Molly Brown. According to the book Molly Brown: Unraveling the Myth by Kristen Iversen, Brown shared her stockings with the other passengers and encouraged people to keep rowing to stay warm.


After their lifeboat was rescued by the RMS Carpathia, Brown consoled other survivors and established and chaired a Survivors’ Committee that raised tens of thousands of dollars to help people who had lost everything. The disaster was a pivotal event for Molly Brown; the instant celebrity vaulted the wealthy socialite into the upper echelons of society, offering an international platform to promote the causes near and dear to her heart, including a juvenile justice system, the rights of workers, and women’s suffrage.





The dome was originally made of copper, but over the years, it became so tarnished that it turned black. In 1908, officials decided to gild the copper plates with 200 ounces (5,670 g) of 24-karat gold to commemorate the state’s gold rush and to improve its appearance. In 2013, the copper was once again replaced and regilded during a $17 million renovation. When the legislature is in session (usually mid-Jan.-mid-May), you can watch the action from the third-floor viewing area. There are also year-round tours of the building, which include a visit to the rotunda and a 99-step ascent to an observation area in the dome with panoramic views of downtown, the plains, and the Rockies. Free guided tours of the building start at 10am, 11am, noon, and 1pm on weekdays and include a visit to “Mr. Brown’s Attic,” an exhibit devoted to the state’s early history, including the design and construction of the capitol.


Civic Center Park


The grassy Civic Center Park (Colfax Ave., Bannock St., and 14th Ave.) is one of many civic improvements proposed in 1916 by Mayor Robert Speer. Today the park is the centerpiece of Denver’s green spaces, with 25,000 square feet (2,323 sq m) of blossoming flower beds and a restored Greek amphitheater that hosts concerts and other events, including A Taste of Colorado. The park is surrounded by cultural attractions and is such a hub of civic life that it has its own Facebook page and Twitter handle (@CivicCenterPark). You should, however, avoid walking around this area at night.



S Molly Brown House Museum



One of Denver’s most fascinating historic sites is the Molly Brown House Museum (1340 Pennsylvania St., 303/832-4092, www.mollybrown.org, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun., $14, entry limited to 12 at a time), the beautifully restored home of Titanic survivor Margaret “Molly” Brown, who arrived in Leadville, Colorado, in 1886. After she and her husband, mining engineer J. J. Brown, struck it rich in the Little Johnny Mine, they moved to Denver. In 1894, they bought this beautiful, Queen Anne-style Capitol Hill home featuring an entrance flanked by two stone lions. The home has been painstakingly restored to its circa-1910 appearance based on a series of photographs commissioned by Brown. The entryway is decorated with gold-painted Anaglypta wallpaper, a grand wooden staircase, and intricate stained-glass windows. If the Browns were at home, the guests were entertained in the formal parlor, with its magnificent grand piano and fuzzy rug. From the china-laden dining table to Margaret’s emerald-green bedroom (where you can envision her packing for her next voyage), the museum brings alive this remarkable woman’s story. After the couple eventually separated, Brown kept the home but rented it out and stayed in the Brown Palace Hotel whenever she was in town.
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History Colorado Center



The History Colorado Center (1200 Broadway, 303/447-8679, www.historycolorado.org [URL inactive], 10am-5pm daily, $15) has six permanent exhibits that delve into every aspect of Colorado’s fascinating history and its relevance to modern-day Colorado, from the state’s longest continuous residents (the Utes) to Colorado’s Asian food culture to the history of ski jumping (including a ski jump simulator). Some of the exhibits also tackle tougher issues, like the Sand Creek Massacre. The museum’s atrium features a 40-by-60-foot (12.1-by-18.3-m) map of the state as it would look from space.


Central Library


The Denver Public Library’s 540,000-square-foot (50,168-sq-m) Central Library (10 W. 14th Ave., 720/865-1111, www.denverlibrary.org, hours vary, free) has a lot more of interest to visitors than just periodicals and books. It hosts a large Western history collection, 20,000 railroad photographs, and an extensive assortment of art from the American West, including a large landscape mural painted by Edward Ruscha. A smaller branch in Five Points, the Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library (2401 Welton St., 720/865-2401, https://history.denverlibrary.org, hours vary, free), has a number of interesting exhibits, including one that follows the footsteps of African Americans who settled in the West.



S Denver Art Museum



Although the Denver Art Museum (100 W. 14th Ave., 720/865-5000, http://denverartmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Wed.-Mon., 10am-9pm Tues., $15 for residents, $19 for nonresidents) was founded in 1923, it wasn’t until 1971, with the completion of the castle-like North Building, that all of its collections could be displayed together. The museum is best known for its striking, geometric Frederic C. Hamilton Building, designed by architect Daniel Libeskind. Completed in 2006, this metallic, arrowhead-shaped building houses the contemporary, African, and Oceanic art collections. The museum typically displays more than a dozen rotating exhibits at any given time, as well as portions of its permanent collections, including an American Indian gallery whose holdings represent more than 100 North American tribes. The museum also has an extensive Western American art collection that includes In the Enemy’s Country by Charles M. Russell, Frederic Remington’s The Cheyenne, and Long Jakes, an oil painting by Charles Deas, as anchors.


Byers-Evans House Museum


The Italianate-style Byers-Evans House Museum (1310 Bannock St., 303/620-4933, www.historycolorado.org [URL inactive], 10:30am-3:30pm Mon. and Thurs.-Sat., 1:30pm-3:30pm Sun., $8) was built in 1883 by Rocky Mountain News publisher William Byers. A few years later, Byers sold the home to William G. Evans of the Denver Tramway Company. Evans’s descendants lived here until 1981, when the house was donated to the Colorado Historical Society to be used as a museum. The elegant home has been restored to the 1912-1924 period and includes about 90 percent of the original furniture and household items.




The Capitol’s Mile-High Marker


Although most of downtown Denver is located just below 5,280 feet (1,609 m) in elevation, the Capitol Hill district is slightly higher because it’s perched on a rocky knoll. As a result, the capitol steps exceed this magic threshold, giving Denver its claim to mile-high fame. But exactly which step marks the mile-high elevation? On the building’s west side, the words One Mile Above Sea Level are inscribed into the 15th step (counting from the bottom).
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Which is the correct mile-high marker?





This phrase was carved into the Colorado white granite in 1947 after several markers, including the original 1909 plaque, had been stolen. But in 1969, a survey by some engineering students from Colorado State University showed that the inscription had been placed several steps too low, so a new brass benchmark was attached to the 18th step.


The situation changed again in 2013, when even more precise measurements determined that the second marker had been placed just over 3 feet (0.9 m) too high. This time, a new benchmark depicting the Rocky Mountains was affixed to the 13th step. Just how long the 13th step remains the lucky one, however, remains to be seen.





Clyfford Still Museum


The Clyfford Still Museum (1250 Bannock St., 720/354-4880, https://clyffordstillmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Wed.-Sun., $10) features the iconoclastic work of one of the most important painters of the 20th century. Clyfford Still pioneered abstract expressionist art in the years following World War II. More than 3,100 paintings are displayed in a corrugated building constructed for this collection. The museum’s paintings represent 95 percent of Still’s work, making it possible to watch his art evolve from the 1920s through the 1970s.


HIGHLANDS AND PLATTE RIVER VALLEY


Northwest of the downtown core, these neighborhoods are centered on the South Platte and Cherry Creek Rivers, which join in the popular Confluence Park on the western edge of LoDo. The Hispanic neighborhoods to the northwest host a wonderful museum dedicated to Latino art and a number of excellent restaurants.
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Museum of Contemporary Art Denver


The stated goal of the Museum of Contemporary Art Denver (1485 Delgany St., 303/298-7554, http://mcadenver.org, noon-7pm Tues.-Thurs., noon-9pm Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun., $10) is to “promote creative experimentation with art and ideas.” This hits you with an eye-catching “bleeding heart” sculpture, Toxic Schizophrenia, mounted beside the museum’s entrance. Everything about this museum is modern—from its sleek, glassy exterior to its thought-provoking exhibits by mostly Colorado artists. The museum’s rooftop café is a great place to enjoy amazing city views along with lunch or cocktails.


Confluence Park


Confluence Park (2250 15th St.) surrounds the spot where Cherry Creek joins the South Platte River. It was here, back in 1858, that prospectors discovered the gold that sparked the Pikes Peak gold rush. Today the park is a playground for sunbathers, kayakers, runners, walkers, and cyclists, as well as the home of a free summer concert series on Thursday evenings.


Downtown Aquarium


The Downtown Aquarium (700 Water St., 303/561-4450, www.aquariumrestaurants.com, 10am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-10pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-8pm Sun., $25) is both an aquarium and a seafood restaurant; you’ll sit next to floor-to-ceiling windows surrounding a 50,000-gallon (189-kl) tank filled with brightly colored tropical fish. The aquarium exhibits feature marine ecosystems from around the world, a Stingray Reef touch tank, and a 4-D theater ($8.25).


Elitch Gardens


A popular amusement and water park, Elitch Gardens (2000 Elitch Cir., 303/595-4386, www.elitchgardens.com, 10:30am-8pm Sun.-Thurs., 10:30am-9pm Fri.-Sat. in summer, $40) originally opened in 1890 as a theater and botanical garden on 16 acres (6.5 ha) of farmland in northwest Denver; it relocated to its current site in 1995. The carousel took three years to carve and has been spinning kids around since 1928. Other rides include the Mind Eraser, a corkscrewing coaster that exceeds 50 miles per hour (80 kph), and the Tower of Doom, which plunges riders 20 stories down at stomach-churning speeds of up to 60 miles per hour (97 kph). I much prefer the 100-foot-tall (30.5-m) Ferris wheel, which has great views of the mountains and the city.


Children’s Museum of Denver


The Children’s Museum of Denver (2121 Children’s Museum Dr., 303/433-7444, www.mychildsmuseum.org, 9am-4pm daily, $15, reservations recommended) is a creative and fun-filled place where kids (and those young at heart) can leap through a waterfall, crawl through the backyard, and zip-line or spelunk through their own adventure park.


CITY PARK AND ENVIRONS


Black American West Museum & Heritage Center


Originally founded to tell the story of the West’s “Black cowboys,” the Black American West Museum & Heritage Center (3091 California St., 720/242-7428, www.bawmhc.org, 10am-2pm Fri.-Sat., $15) has broadened its scope to teach about the many crucial roles filled by African Americans during our nation’s westward expansion. Exhibits cover subjects including the buffalo soldiers, Black military units that played a crucial role in settling the West; Dr. Justina Ford, Denver’s first female doctor of the early 20th century; and Henry Parker, one of the first miners to discover gold in Colorado. Verify plans prior to arrival; the museum was closed for interior restoration.



S City Park



The urban, 314-acre (127 ha) City Park (17th Ave. and Colorado Blvd., www.denvergov.org) is a beautiful place to relax, picnic, and enjoy the excellent mountain views. The largest of Denver’s many parks, and one of the city’s oldest public spaces, it’s best known for hosting the Denver Zoo and the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. City Park is also a recreation hub with the Mile High Loop, a tree-lined walking/running path, a golf course, tennis courts, fountains, flower beds, and a lake where you can rent kayaks and pedal boats.


Denver Zoo


Spread across 75 acres (30.4 ha), the Denver Zoo (2300 Steele St., 720/337-1400, http://denverzoo.org, 10am-5pm daily, $20, reservations required) houses more than 4,100 animals from all corners of the globe. Amazingly, it began with just one animal, an orphaned black bear, which was given to the keeper of City Park in 1896. From these humble origins, the zoo grew quickly and pioneered the use of natural-looking enclosures rather than cages to contain the animals. The enormous 10-acre (4 ha) Toyota Elephant Passage can host up to 12 elephants along with other creatures like Indian rhinos, clouded leopards, Malayan tapirs, and agile gibbons swinging in the trees.


Denver Museum of Nature and Science


The Denver Museum of Nature and Science (2001 Colorado Blvd., 303/370-6000, www.dmns.org, 9am-5pm daily, $20, reservations recommended) is filled with natural wonders, from sparkling crystals and golden nuggets found in Colorado to ancient Egyptian mummies. Displays include two fantastic permanent exhibits: Space Odyssey, where you can drive a space shuttle and view a Martian canyon, and Prehistoric Journeys, which travels through 3.5 billion years of Earth history to trace the evolution of life. Part of the exhibit is a laboratory where many of the fossils on display were prepared, including the 80-foot-long (24.4-m) diplodocus skeleton that’s locked in battle with a stegosaurus and an allosaurus. Kids love the hands-on Discovery Zone and looking for eight painted elves hidden in its dioramas (these aren’t advertised; ask for information at the entrance).



S Denver Botanic Gardens



Just east of Cheesman Park, the Denver Botanic Gardens (1007 York St., 720/865-3500, www.botanicgardens.org, hours vary seasonally, $15) is a lush, 24-acre (9.7-ha) urban oasis featuring the continent’s largest collection of plants from cold, temperate climates. The location’s 45 gardens host 34,000 different plants and include the 1986 Xeriscape Demonstration Garden, a Japanese show garden, and a peaceful water garden. A glass Science Pyramid hosts an interactive science exhibit that follows researchers around the globe to learn about the cold, semiarid ecosystems known as steppes.
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The Denver Botanic Gardens offers occasional horticulturist-led Seasonal Discoveries, A Walk Through Thyme, and other tours ($15-17) as well as classes and events, including a Summer Concert Series (http://concerts.botanicgardens.org). It also has two restaurants: the Offshoots at the Gardens Café (9am-8:30pm daily mid-May-Sept., 9am-5pm daily Oct.-mid-May, $6-14), which serves seared panini, freshly baked calzones, and soups and salads; and the Hive Garden Bistro (10am-8pm daily mid-May-Sept., 9am-4:30pm daily Oct.-mid-May, $10-16), which has a large deck under the trees next to the Monet Pool. The menu features toasted sandwiches, a variety of fresh tacos, and salads with fresh, locally grown produce. The Offshoots café also features Denver’s first publicly accessible “green” roof, which has panoramic views of the city and its famous mountain backdrop.


GREATER DENVER


Butterfly Pavilion


The highlight of the peaceful Butterfly Pavilion (6252 W. 104th Ave., Westminster, 303/469-5441, www.butterflies.org, 9am-5pm daily, timed entry tickets required, $14.50), the nation’s first solo invertebrate zoo, is an enormous greenhouse that hosts a tropical forest filled with more than 1,500 fluttering butterflies. Don’t leave without touching a sea cucumber and holding Rosie, the pavilion’s friendly tarantula.
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Forney Museum of Transportation


The Forney Museum of Transportation (4303 Brighton Blvd., 303/297-1113, www.forneymuseum.org, 10am-5pm Mon. and Thurs.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun., $15) provides a historical perspective on modern transportation with its unique collection of more than 600 vehicles, including buggies, steam locomotives, sleighs, and bikes. Highlights include Amelia Earhart’s sleek, yellow 1923 Kissel “Gold Bug,” a Case steam tractor, and a stylish, six-wheel 1923 Hispano Suiza Victoria Town Car that has appeared in several movies.


Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum


Housed in a 1930s-era hangar on the grounds of a former air force base, the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum (7711 E. Academy Blvd., 303/360-5360, http://wingsmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun., $18.95) is a highlight for space and science buffs. The museum features models of moon-landing equipment, a real moon rock, and four dozen space- and aircraft, including a 1966 F-4E Phantom II jet, a 1964 F-104C Starfighter, and—for Star Wars fans—an X-Wing Starfighter that George Lucas used to promote his Star Wars trilogy.



Sports and Recreation



HIKING AND BIKING


The Cherry Creek Trail (24.6 miles/39.6 km, www.denver.org) is a mostly paved, multiuse path that runs from Confluence Park south through Cherry Creek State Park (4201 S. Parker Rd., Aurora, http://cpw.state.co.us, 303/690-1166, 5am-10pm daily). Running, walking, or biking along this trail provides a great overview of the city. The state park also hosts two dozen additional multiuse trails and a number of other paths, including the Centennial (C-470), the Baldwin Gulch, and the Hidden Mesa Trails.


From the intersection of Hampden Avenue and South Santa Fe Boulevard, the Cherry Creek Trail connects with the Bear Creek Bike Trail, which heads 14.5 miles (23.3 km) west to the town of Morrison in the Denver foothills, providing scenic views of the foothills.


The South Platte River Trail also extends 10 miles (16.1 km) north to Commerce City, where it connects with the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Trail (64th Ave. and York St.) east for 14.6 miles (23.5 km) to Aurora. This greenway is managed by the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership, a strong grassroots nonprofit organization that has raised more than $15 million for equitable access and offers programming and stewardship opportunities, all to enhance this “wilderness in the city.”


Confluence Kayaks (2301 7th St., 303/433-3676, www.confluencekayaks.com, 10am-7pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat., noon-5pm Sun.) rents easy-to-ride cruiser- and townie-style bicycles.


KAYAKING


Paddlers congregate along the South Platte River, which flows from the reservoir in Chatfield State Park (11500 Roxborough Rd., Littleton, 303/791-7275, http://cpw.state.co.us, $10 all-day vehicle pass) through the city. In addition to kayaking, you can also boat and fish in Chatfield Lake.


There are multiple access points for paddlers, including Overland Park (Florida Ave. and S. Platte River Dr.) and Confluence Park (15th St. and Platte St.) next to the REI store. Close to Confluence Park, Confluence Kayaks (2301 7th St., 303/433-3676, www.confluencekayaks.com, 10am-7pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat., noon-5pm Sun., from $40 for all-day kayak) rents tubes, white-water and inflatable kayaks, and stand-up paddleboards.


GOLF


Denver has a number of good golf courses. The par-72 City Park Golf Course (3181 E. 23rd Ave., 720/865-3410, www.cityofdenvergolf.com, $30-55) is within City Park. The 18-hole regulation course has a driving range and putting green, as well as an on-site restaurant.
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Willis Case Golf Course (4999 Vrain St., 720/865-0700, www.cityofdenvergolf.com, $30-55) is located 6 miles (9.7 km) northeast of downtown with great mountain views. Facilities include a clubhouse, putting green, and on-site restaurant.


There are more golf courses in the surrounding suburbs. South of Denver is the Fox Hollow Golf Course (13410 W. Morrison Rd., Lakewood, 303/986-7888, www.lakewood.org, $70-90), with 27 holes on three very different nines: The Meadow, which features creekside fairways; The Links, a Scottish-style course; and The Canyon, which is dominated by a narrow gulch. The popular 18-hole par-72 championship Foothills Golf Course (3901 S. Carr St., Littleton, 303/409-2400, www.foothillsgolf.org, $38-52) is also to the south in Littleton.


About 20 miles (32 km) south, the Ridge at Castle Pines North (1414 Castle Pines Pkwy., Castle Pines, 303/688-4301, www.playtheridge.com, $85-165) was voted the Best Denver Region Course in 2015 by Colorado Avid Golfer.



SPECTATOR SPORTS



No matter how many “Rocktobers” local baseball fans celebrate, Denver is, and will always remain, a football town at heart. Legendary Broncos quarterback (and former general manager) John Elway’s back-to-back Super Bowl victories in 1997 and 1998 helped to ease, if not erase, the team’s four earlier, agonizing Super Bowl losses. Peyton Manning’s 2015 victory, enabled by one of the league’s best-ever defenses, was merely icing on the cake for this city’s hungry sports fans.


Empower Field at Mile High


The Denver Broncos play football at Empower Field at Mile High (1701 Bryant St., 720/258-3000, www.empowerfieldatmilehigh.com, prices vary), an enormous, shiny, glass-and-metal stadium next to the South Platte River and I-25 on the western reaches of downtown. Seeing a game is a high-octane experience, with 76,125 orange-and-blue-clad fans tossing beach balls, making waves, and screaming bloody murder at the top of their lungs. If you don’t enjoy getting drenched with beer, there is a family-friendly section where no alcohol is allowed. The weather is legendary; it can be 70 and sunny or below zero and a blizzard, so come well prepared to sit outdoors for the duration.


Broncos tickets are extremely hard to get; it’s a point of local pride that every (non-strike) home Broncos game has sold out since 1970. Season ticket holders scoop up 97 percent of the tickets; the only single-game tickets available are the 2,000 half-price seats required by the law Colorado voters approved to authorize the current stadium’s funding and a few odds and ends, which are usually snapped up in the first 10 minutes of online sales in early July. If you don’t get any of these, your best bet is Ticketmaster (www.ticketmaster.com), which guarantees the tickets you buy are authentic, if much more expensive than the original price. Die-hard fans will enjoy a 90-minute, behind-the-scenes stadium tour (720/258-3888, hours vary, $30 adults, $25 seniors and children), which visits the team mascot Thunder’s stall, the players’ field entrance tunnel, the posh executive suites, and the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame Museum (720/258-3888, www.coloradosports.org, 9:30am-2:30pm Mon.-Sat. May-Sept., 9:30am-3pm Oct.-Apr., free), which you can also visit on your own.



S Coors Field



The Colorado Rockies play baseball at Coors Field (2001 Blake St., 303/292-0200, http://colorado.rockies.mlb.com). Built in 1995, Coors Field is the anchor of LoDo’s thriving business and residential area. The beautiful stadium has a classic ambience with purple and black accents, including a row of purple seats in the upper deck that marks the mile-high elevation, making it by far the highest Major League Baseball park. Highlights include a Coors-operated brewery just behind the right-field stands, as well as “The Rockpile,” a central section of bleachers where the tickets sell for just a few dollars apiece starting a couple hours prior to the game.


Tours (303/762-5437, $17 adults, $15 children) offer a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the ballpark, running at 10am, noon, and 2pm Monday-Saturday on non-game days during baseball season (April-“Rocktober”); 10am and noon on evening game days (no tours on afternoon or playoff game days); and noon and 2pm Monday-Saturday off-season. Tour duration is 70-80 minutes; reservations are recommended.


Pepsi Center


The 2022, 2001, and 1996 Stanley Cup champions, the Colorado Avalanche (www.coloradoavalanche.com) play hockey at the Pepsi Center (1000 Chopper Cir., 303/405-1100, www.pepsicenter.com; tickets 866/461-6556, www.ticketmaster.com), just south of Elitch Gardens. Also here are the Denver Nuggets (www.nba.com), the city’s perpetually underscoring basketball team. The Pepsi Center hosts the Colorado Mammoth (www.coloradomammoth.com) lacrosse team, as well as frequent concerts, monster-truck rallies, and Cirque du Soleil performances.


Dick’s Sporting Goods Park


Denver’s Major League Soccer team, the Colorado Rapids (www.coloradorapids.com), plays in Dick’s Sporting Goods Park (6000 Victory Way, Commerce City, 303/727-3500, www.dickssportinggoodspark.com). This is also the home of the state’s pro rugby team, the Denver Barbarians (www.rockymountainrugby.org), which has won three national championships, most recently in 2018.


Entertainment and Events


NIGHTLIFE


TOP EXPERIENCE


Bars and Breweries


With over 100 breweries and taprooms, it’s hard to go anywhere in the city without finding the perfect spot for a pint of craft beer. Denver’s bars and brewpubs are clustered in several hot spots, especially LoDo, the Highlands, and Cherry Creek.


Downtown and LoDo


Sandwiched between the Pepsi Center and Coors Field are nearly 90 bars and brewpubs, many of which are housed in beautifully restored, redbrick buildings that once served as warehouses. The crowds are usually lively, especially after a Rockies, Nuggets, or Avalanche game when thousands of fans pour in to either celebrate a victory or drown their sorrows following a defeat.


Outside Union Station, Wynkoop Brewing Company (1634 18th St., 303/297-2700, www.wynkoop.com, 11am-midnight Sun.-Thurs., 11am-1am Fri.-Sat.) was Colorado’s first brewpub. It was started in the 1980s by four guys, including John Hickenlooper, who later went on to become Denver’s mayor, then the governor of Colorado, and now Colorado’s junior senator in Washington. They built a brewery and a couple of bars in an old mercantile building in what was at the time a much sketchier LoDo. Today, Wynkoop is one of the state’s largest breweries and still known for its innovative brews, which over the years have included some unusual ingredients like green chiles and gummy bears.


Nearby, The Wild (1660 Wynkoop St., www.thewilddenver.com, 8am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 8am-11pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-6pm Sun.) has great cocktails and coffee in a bright and comfortable setting that’s ideal for visiting or working. The rotating cocktail list includes classics like frozen piña coladas as well as more imaginatively named concoctions like Forbidden Love and Danger Stranger.


Denver’s oldest Irish tavern, the red-doored Nallen’s Irish Pub (1429 Market St., 303/527-0667, www.nallenspub.com, 2pm-2am daily) serves up countless pints of dark, foamy Guinness and has special festivities, including bagpipers and Irish dancers on St. Paddy’s Day. Blake Street Tavern (2301 Blake St., 303/675-0505, www.blakestreettavern.com [URL inactive], 11am-2am Mon.-Fri., 10am-2am Sat.-Sun.) is one of Denver’s best sports bars. In addition to 65 big-screen TVs where you can watch a game, it also has an underground level where you can play one yourself—shuffleboard, Skee Ball, darts, and even Pac-Man and other 1980s video games.


Near Coors Field, Deviation Distilling (1821 Blake St., 720/645-1539, www.deviationdistilling.com, 1pm-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 1pm-11pm Fri., noon-11pm Sat., noon-6pm Sun.) was named one of the best bars in Denver by the local 5280 Magazine following a facelift in 2021. Here you can sample flights or enjoy seasonal specials featuring the distillery’s gins and whiskeys in the upscale, glassed-in lounge or outside on comfy couches. Don’t like gin? With craft cocktails like Painkiller and Cucumber Basil Smash, Deviation has a reputation for converting gin haters to lovers in just one visit!




Festivals and Events


With its active population, relaxed lifestyle, cultural diversity, and great (if sometimes unpredictable) weather, Denver is prime for parties and festivals. Here are some of the biggest and best:


• National Western Stock Show (www.nationalwestern.com, Jan.): The world’s largest stock show features livestock, horse, and trade shows, plus a professional rodeo.
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steer roping at the National Western Stock Show





• St. Patrick’s Day Parade (www.denverstpatricksdayparade.com, Mar.): From bagpipes to shamrocks, this lively downtown Denver parade celebrates all things Irish.


• Denver March Pow Wow (www.denvermarchpowwow.org, Mar.): This traditional Native American social gathering honors their heritage with workshops, intertribal and competitive dances, handmade crafts, and drumming.


• Denver 420 Festival (http://milehigh420festival.com, Apr.): Denver’s premier 420-friendly fest celebrates the cannabis culture with live music, art, and plenty of hemp products.


• Cherry Blossom Festival (http://cherryblossomdenver.org, June): This festival features martial arts, drumming, and ukulele performances, along with Japanese food.


• Denver PrideFest (www.denverpride.org, June): Held in Civic Center Park, the two-day PrideFest includes a colorful parade, music, speeches, and lots of food and beverage stalls.


• Cherry Creek Arts Festival (www.cherryarts.org, July): Collaborative murals, a kids’ art station, seven performance stages, and dozens of art booths make this the nation’s top outdoor arts festival.


• Denver Food & Wine Festival (https://denverfoodandwine.com, Sept.): This five-day festival features more than 700 wines and spirits, plus delicious samples from more than 40 local restaurants.


• Great American Beer Festival (www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com, Oct.): Visitors from around the globe flock to Denver to sample and celebrate American craft beer.


• Christkindl Market (https://christkindlmarketdenver.com, mid-Nov.-Dec. 25): Denver’s Skyline Park is transformed into a German outdoor holiday market, complete with serenading musicians, food and craft booths, and hot mulled wine.





The Star Bar (2137 Larimer St., 720/328-2420, www.thestarbardenver.com, 4pm-2am daily) is full of contradictions; its plain, wood-paneled exterior belies the surprisingly sophisticated cocktails, which are made with top-shelf liquors, but it also serves canned (!) wine made nearby at The Infinite Monkey Theorem (www.theinfinitemonkeytheorem.com) winery.


Highlands and Platte River Valley


Gaetano’s Italian Restaurant (3760 Tejon St., 303/445-9852, www.gaetanositalian.com, 4pm-9pm Mon., 11:30am-9pm Tues.-Thurs., 11:30am-10pm Fri., 11am-10pm Sat., 11am-9pm Sun.) is known as much for its bottomless pomegranate mimosas and weekend-morning Bloody Mary bar with garlic-infused vodka and 75 varieties of hot sauce as for its select menu of traditional Italian dishes like spaghetti Bolognese and clams Aglio e Olio.


If you’re looking for a local, dimly lit ambience, The High Lonesome (3360 Navajo St., 720/287-4324, www.thehighlonesomebar.com, 4pm-2am daily) is a good bet. The bar’s menu features modern and classic cocktails and a good selection of craft beers plus a few noshes like pickled eggs and pretzels. With daily 4pm-7pm happy hours, award-winning Bloody Marys, and an extensive food menu, the nearby Highland Tavern (3400 Navajo St., 303/433-1990, www.highlandtavern.com, hours vary) caters to a hip local crowd.


Lady Jane (2021 W. 32nd Ave., www.ladyjanedenver.com, 4pm-10pm Tues.-Wed., 4pm-11pm Thurs., 4pm-midnight Fri., 2pm-midnight Sat., 2pm-9pm Sun.) has a bright, modern ambience and a menu of upscale cocktails, wine by the glass, and a rotating menu of posh nibbles like cocoa-dusted chocolate almonds.


Cherry Creek


In addition to a menu of Colorado-grown and raised food, Historians Ale House (24 Broadway, #102, 720/479-8505, http://historiansalehouse.com, 11am-1am Mon.-Fri., 10am-1am Sat.-Sun.) has 40 beers on tap.


Modeled after a German biergarten, Lowry Beer Garden (7577 E. Academy Blvd., 303/366-0114, www.lowrybeergarden.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Mon., 11am-10pm Tues.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri.-Sat.) is a relaxed spot with a huge, 4,500-square-foot (418-sq-m) outdoor patio with communal tables plus table tennis and foosball games.


Dance Clubs


For those who like to dance the night away, Denver has some great spots to get your groove on. Seize the night (“carpe noctem”) at the Temple Nightclub (1136 Broadway, 720/900-1441, www.templedenver.com, 9pm-2am Thurs.-Sat.), which is known for its packed dance floor, LED lighting, and excellent sound system.


La Rumba (99 W. 9th St., 303/572-8006, http://larumbadenver.com, 8pm-1:30am Thurs.-Sat., 7pm-12:30am Sun., $10 cover charge) bills itself as Denver’s most iconic Latin dance club. It offers dance lessons (from $5) and has an “upscale” dress code on all regular club nights in keeping with the eclectic ambience.


Denver’s hottest nightlife area is the South of Colfax (“SoCo”) Nightlife District (Colfax, Speer, and Lincoln Sts., http://coclubs.com, 9pm-2am Thurs.-Sat. and summer Sun.). One admission gets you into seven different clubs, where you can dance to music ranging from reggae and Top 40 to R&B and hip-hop. Venues include the Milk Bar (1037 Broadway, 303/832-8628, 9pm-2am Tues.-Sat.), where you can enjoy live jazz and dancing on the rooftop lounge with panoramic city views; the more upscale Club Vinyl (1082 Broadway, 303/860-8469, 9pm-2am Thurs.-Sat.); and The Church (1160 N. Lincoln St., 303/832-2383, 9pm-2am Thurs.-Sat.), which is exactly what it sounds like—a unique dance club housed inside a former place of worship, with stained-glass windows, multiple dance floors, a rib-blasting sound system, a sushi bar, and a loyal “congregation.”


Live Music


The best place to see a show is the Red Rocks Amphitheatre (18300 W. Alameda Pkwy., Morrison, 720/865-2494, http://redrocksonline.com), in the Denver foothills, where the scenery and acoustics are both amazing. The Pepsi Center (1000 Chopper Cir., 303/405-1100, www.pepsicenter.com) and the older Denver Coliseum (4600 Humboldt St., 720/865-2475, www.denvercoliseum.com) also host major shows. Denver has several midsize venues where big names frequently play, including the 1,600-seat Ogden Theatre (935 E. Colfax Ave., 303/832-1874, www.ogdentheatre.com); the historic, 3,700-seat Fillmore Auditorium (1510 Clarkson St., 303/837-0360, www.fillmoreauditorium.org); and the art deco Paramount Theatre (1621 Glenarm Place, 303/623-0106, www.paramountdenver.com).




Denver Marijuana Guide


When Colorado voters passed Amendment 64 in November 2012, the measure legalized marijuana and led to the rise of cannabis tourism. The law (https://cannabis.colorado.gov) stipulates that people age 21 and over can, with a valid ID, possess up to six plants or 1 ounce (28.3 g) of pot; anything more and they’re considered a business and must therefore hold several special licenses. Once you leave the state, however, you can be prosecuted for possessing any amount.


When you visit a pot shop, be prepared to be carded. Also be prepared to pay in cash; because marijuana is still illegal at the federal level, most pot shops can’t open bank accounts. Many have ATMs right in their shops. If it’s your first time or you have only limited experience, be sure to ask lots of questions. Most pot shops sell 20 or more strains, which can have different side effects, as well as a long list of oils and edibles. Once you make your purchase, be careful to store it away from minors and to avoid consuming pot in public—which is illegal—as is driving under the influence. If you’re coming from sea level, be aware that the elevation can enhance marijuana’s effects. Stay hydrated and start with a low dose; the number of visitors who end up in Colorado emergency rooms for marijuana-related reasons nearly doubled after it was legalized.


Denver has the highest concentration of recreational pot shops in the state, including The Green Solution (1995 Wewatta St., 720/612-7835, www.tgscolorado.com, 8am-9:45pm daily); Rocky Mountain High (1538 Wazee St., 303/623-7247, http://rockymountainhigh.co, 9am-9pm Mon.-Wed., 10am-midnight Thurs.-Sat., 10am-9pm Sun.), which sells hash, edibles, extracts, and oils in addition to buds; and Den-Rec (2117 Larimer St., 303/296-2093, https://den-rec.com, 8am-11:45pm daily), named downtown Denver’s best dispensary by the local Westword publication in 2022.


For up-to-date information about the locations of licensed retail marijuana stores (the only legal outlets), visit www.coloradopotguide.com [URL inactive] and http://weedmaps.com.





Denver is home to a number of intimate venues and clubs as well. North of downtown is the Grizzly Rose (5450 Lincoln St., 303/295-1330, www.grizzlyrose.com, 6pm-midnight Sun. and Wed., 6pm-2am Thurs.-Sat.), where you can learn to line dance and enjoy up-and-coming country acts. In the Capitol Hill area, DazzleJazz (1080 14th St., 303/839-5100, http://dazzlejazz.com, 5pm-11:30pm Tues.-Sat.) was named the Best Jazz Club by Westword in 2021.


Near Sakura Square, Ophelia’s Electric Soapbox (1215 20th St., 303/993-8023, http://opheliasdenver.com, 5pm-midnight Wed.-Thurs., 5pm-1am Fri., 10am-2pm and 5pm-1am Sat., 10am-2pm Sun.) bills itself as a “gastro-brothel,” a restaurant with a large dance floor and regular live music performances. In the Cherry Creek/Lowry area, The Soiled Dove Underground (7401 E. 1st Ave., 303/830-9214, www.tavernhg.com) draws mellow folk, jazz, and R&B performances.


Comedy


Denver has a surprisingly rich comedy scene headlined by Comedy Works Denver (1226 15th St., 303/595-3637, www.comedyworks.com), which snags local stars like John Heffron and Josh Blue (who both won NBC’s Last Comic Standing), as well as occasional big names like Jimmy Fallon and John Oliver. The Bovine Metropolis Theater (1527 Champa St., 303/758-4722, www.bovinemetropolis.com) holds improv classes and hosts the Improv Hootenanny. The Oriental Theater (4335 W. 44th Ave., 720/420-0030, www.theorientaltheater.com), in the Highlands, often features local comedians on stage.


PERFORMING ARTS


The centerpiece of Denver culture and entertainment, the Denver Performing Arts Center (1400 Curtis St., 720/865-4220, box office 800/641-1222, www.artscomplex.com) is one of the largest performing arts centers in the country. The four-block complex contains 10 performance spaces with more than 10,000 seats and is home to an opera house, the Boettcher Concert Hall, and the Buell Theatre. With an 80-foot-high (24.4-m) glass room covering the venues, the complex dominates downtown even on nights when no shows are scheduled. In addition to regular performances by the Colorado Ballet, Opera Colorado, and the Colorado Symphony Orchestra, the center features many award-winning Broadway musicals, Pulitzer Prize-winning plays, and family-friendly performances.


Housed in the Denver Performing Arts Complex, the Denver Center Theatre Company (14th and Curtis Sts., 303/893-4100, www.denvercenter.org) is the region’s largest resident theater company. It is known for both classical and contemporary dramas, as well as a large number of world premieres. Denver has some other notable troupes and diverse venues, including the Su Teatro Cultural and Performing Arts Center (721 Santa Fe Dr., 303/296-0219, http://suteatro.org), which highlights Latino culture. The center hosts the annual Chicano Music Festival (July) and the Shadow Theatre Company (720/375-0115, http://thesourcedenver.org), which features African American theater.


Smaller venues include the Bug Theatre Company (3654 Navajo St., 303/477-5977, http://bugtheatre.info) and the Buntport Theater Company (717 Lipan St., 720/946-1388, http://buntport.com), which specialize in children’s and impromptu performances.


Shopping


Denver has a fun mix of indie boutiques, innovative art galleries, and reputable chains. Prices are reasonable and the selection is excellent, especially in popular Larimer Square and the 16th Street Mall. Affluent Cherry Creek has two huge shopping areas that collectively comprise the largest, most-varied shopping district.


SHOPPING DISTRICTS


16th Street Mall


The 1.25-mile (2-km) 16th Street Mall (Wynkoop St. to Broadway) is known for its pedestrian-friendly shopping. Although numerous businesses here did not survive the pandemic, new enterprises are already moving in, and the process should be hastened by the planned “structural revamping,” which will include replacing the granite pavers (while keeping the original Navajo rug and diamondback rattlesnake pattern), more trees, and new artwork. The project should be completed by the end of 2024.


It’s easy to stroll between the several hundred stores and restaurants; if you get tired, hop on the MallRide (www.rtd-denver.com, 4:59am-1:19am Mon.-Fri., 5:23am-1:22am Sat., 6:30am-1:22am Sun.), a free electric bus that stops at every block along the mall between the Civic Center and Union Station.


The mall consists primarily of chain stores, especially casual clothing outlets. Scattered in between are a few more unique options. Sole St. Shoes (716 16th St., 303/893-5280, 10am-8pm daily) is a “sneaker boutique” with retro options as well as standard brands like Nike and New Balance. Wild West of America (715 16th St., 303/446-8640, 9am-7pm daily) sells moccasins, key chains, and dozens of other knickknacks.



S Larimer Square



Denver’s oldest and most historic block, Larimer Square (14th and 15th Sts. at Larimer St., www.larimersquare.com) was the first place miners constructed buildings after they settled along the South Platte River. Most of the square’s lovingly restored buildings date to the 1880s. They house a variety of shops and restaurants, making it one of Denver’s most popular destinations. It’s also fiercely autonomous; 20 out of the square’s 23 shops are independently owned.
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Larimer Square





The Blue Ruby Boutique (1855 Blake St., 720/259-0031, http://bluerubyboutique.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.) is a chic clothing store that features men’s and women’s garments from local designers as well as top New York brands. It’s so popular that the owners opened a second [Little] Blue Ruby “pop-up” store in the Dairy Block (1800 Wazee St., 303/309-4847, https://dairyblock.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.).


The indie boutique Hailee Grace (1421 Larimer St., 303/698-2323, https://haileegrace.com, 10am-7pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.) focuses on “chic, fashion-forward” clothing and accessories for all occasions and seasons. Named for a high peak in Ecuador, Cotopaxi (1410 Larimer St., 720/946-1433, www.cotopaxi.com, 11am-7pm Mon.-Sat., 11am-6pm Sun.) sells sustainably designed men’s and women’s outdoor gear, from fleece and travel backpacks to down jackets and rain pants. Moda Man (1459 Larimer St., 303/862-5949, www.modaman.com [URL inactive], 10am-6pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-7pm Fri.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.) sells contemporary-casual men’s clothing by top fashion designers and also specializes in custom garments.


Ever since he made his girlfriend a silver ring in the 1960s, John Atencio (1440 Larimer St., 303/534-4277, https://johnatencio.com, 11am-6pm Mon.-Sat.) has been designing and selling beautiful, handcrafted jewelry in Colorado. His shop features a sparkling selection of beautiful rings, signature pendants, and gold and silver bracelets, crosses, and earrings.


If you have a furry friend to shop for, stop by the upscale Dog Savvy Boutique (1402 Larimer St., 303/623-5200, http://dogsavvy.com, 10am-7pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat., 11am-5pm Sun.) for toys, beds, and oatmeal-peanut butter doggie treats, as well as hair dying and other “spaw” treatments for the puppy who has it all.


Cherry Creek Mall


Denver’s ritziest shopping district is about 4 miles (6.4 km) southeast of Union Station, just east of the Denver Country Club and south of Speer Boulevard. In this area are two upscale shopping areas: the indoor Cherry Creek Mall (3000 E. 1st Ave., 303/388-3900, www.shopcherrycreek.com, 10am-6pm Mon., 10am-9pm Tues.-Sat., 11am-6pm Sun.), Denver’s largest, and the outdoor Cherry Creek North (299 Milwaukee St., Ste. 201, 303/394-2904, https://cherrycreeknorth.com, office hours 8:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri.), which has more character and correspondingly higher prices.


Cherry Creek Mall features mostly high-end chains, including Louis Vuitton, Ralph Lauren, Tiffany & Co., and Neiman Marcus, as well as an Apple Store, which is always packed. Cherry Creek North is a more spread-out shopping and restaurant district with a great selection of fun and fashionable shops, including Little Feet (201 University Blvd., 303/388-9535, www.littlefeetdenver.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., noon-4pm Sun.), a family-owned store that specializes in kids’ shoes; Title Nine (160 Steele St., 303/321-4001, www.titlenine.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 11am-5pm Sun.), which features super-comfortable women’s sportswear and casual clothing; and the Artisan Center (2757 E. 3rd Ave., 303/333-1201, www.artisancenterdenver.com, 10am-5pm daily), a colorful and eclectic shop selling cards, candles, chimes, jewelry, and scarves made by mostly local artists.


DOWNTOWN AND LODO


Books and Music


On the edge of the 16th Street Mall, the Tattered Cover Book Store (1991 Wazee St., 303/436-1070, www.tatteredcover.com, 10am-7pm daily), founded in 1971, is one of Denver’s best bookstores. It has remained a classic, community-oriented retailer, with regular local author lectures and book signings, kid-friendly activities, comfy leather couches, and delicious coffee and pastries. Its floor-to-ceiling stacks feature more than 150,000 titles, with an entire room devoted to travel and maps (with an emphasis on Colorado), and the most extensive magazine selection in the state. It’s one of downtown Denver’s most venerable and popular institutions, with two other downtown locations: one in City Park (2526 E. Colfax Ave., 303/322-7727, 10am-7pm daily) and a smaller outlet in Union Station (1701 Wynkoop St., 10am-8pm daily).


Two classic Denver shops are near the Colorado State Capitol. Capitol Hill Books (300 E. Colfax Ave., 303/837-0700, http://capitolhillbooks.com, 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun.) consistently ranks as Denver’s top used bookstore. Wax Trax Records (638 E. 13th Ave., 303/831-7246, www.waxtraxrecords.com, 11am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-8pm Sat.-Sun.) is a real brick-and-mortar store selling new and used vinyl records and other music-related paraphernalia.


Clothing and Accessories


The third-generation business Rockmount Ranchwear (1626 Wazee St., 800/776-2566, www.rockmount.com, 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat., 11am-4pm Sun.) sells classic men’s and women’s Western clothing, including the original snap-button shirts designed by founder Jack Weil. The shop has a huge selection of hats, leather belts, cowboy boots, and fringed jackets. The well-known brand has been worn on stage and in films by the likes of Elvis Presley, Bruce Springsteen, and Tom Hanks.


HIGHLANDS AND PLATTE RIVER VALLEY


Outdoor Equipment


On the northwestern edge of downtown, perched on the bank above Confluence Park, the Denver Flagship REI (1416 Platte St., 303/756-3100, www.rei.com, 9am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 9am-7pm Sun.) is an adventure in shopping. The huge brick warehouse has an enormous selection, from bikes and kayaks to windbreakers, gloves, and freeze-dried meals, and also offers plenty of classes and clinics. The flagship store includes a climbing wall, a third-floor play area for kids, and a Starbucks with a nice deck where you can toast the hundreds of other bikers, hikers, and kayakers passing by.


Food


DOWNTOWN AND LODO


Breakfast and Cafés


Part of a small Denver-based chain, Snooze an A.M. Eatery (1701 Wynkoop St., 303/825-3536, http://snoozeeatery.com, 6:30am-2:30pm Mon.-Fri, 6:30am-4pm Sat.-Sun., $10-16) is known for its friendly service, fun atmosphere, and inventive menu with treats like shrimp and grits, pineapple upside-down pancakes, and breakfast potpie, as well as espresso martinis and other (potent) morning cocktails. On Market Street, the Delectable Egg (1642 Market St., 303/572-8146, www.delectableegg.com, 7am-2pm daily, $10-14) has been a local breakfast and lunch tradition since 1982, thanks to its diverse menu with several French toast options (like peanut butter crunch), frittatas, and quiche Lorraine crepes.


Consistently ranked as one of Denver’s best breakfast spots, Sam’s No. 3 (1500 Curtis St., 303/534-1927, http://samsno3.com, 7am-2pm Sun.-Tues., 7am-8pm Wed.-Sat., $7-32) is a popular diner serving up huge portions of tasty food. Choose from classic egg dishes or fluffy pancakes to smothered “Big as Your Head” 2-pound (0.9-kg) breakfast burritos.


For a weekend treat, head to Tamayo (1400 Larimer St., 720/946-1433, www.eattamayo.com, 11am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri., 10:30am-10pm Sat., 10:30am-9pm Sun., $15-42), which serves up a popular “Bottomless Brunch” that includes free-flowing mimosas, margaritas, Bloody Marias, and other midday cocktails. Also in Larimer Square, Ted’s Montana Grill (1401 Larimer St., 303/893-0654, www.tedsmontanagrill.com, 11:30am-10pm Tues.-Sat., $12-36) is a Western American steakhouse known for “simple, honest burgers” and bison dishes. It also has dedicated menus for kids and gluten-free diners.


Fresh and Local


A “community bistro” in the historic Sugar Building, The Kitchen Denver (1560 Wazee St., 303/623-3127, http://thekitchen.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 10am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $18-60) is a bright and spacious “garden-to-table” restaurant that sources ingredients from two dozen purveyors to create snacks, like crispy artichokes or roasted beets, and inspired mains, such as crab fried rice and the signature dish, pasta Bolognese. It also has a popular weekday happy hour (3pm-6pm).


American


For the best hot dog in town, head to S Biker Jim’s Gourmet Dogs (2148 Larimer St., 720/746-9355, www.bikerjimsdogs.com, 11am-10pm daily, $7.50). Founded by Jim Pittenger, the restaurant is known for its relaxed “biker vibe” and juicy dogs made from exotic meats, including rattlesnake, ostrich, wild boar, and elk. Top your choice with funky toppings like the Sonoran (pinto beans, jalapeños, tomatoes, onions, yellow mustard, and mayo), the Desert (harissa-roasted cactus, Malaysian curry jam, scallions, cilantro, and onions), or El Diablo (tomatillo green chile salsa, sriracha lime mayo, and smoked bacon bits) for a memorable meal. Biker Jim’s also has a cart at Red Rocks Amphitheatre.


Asian


Bao Brewhouse (1317 14th St., 720/324-8675, http://baobrewhouse.com) has both a taproom (noon-midnight Tues.-Sat.) and a tearoom (5pm-midnight Wed.-Sat.), where you can enjoy draft beer, craft cocktails, and an assortment of Chinese teas and street food, from “Big on the Pig” pork dim sum dumplings to grilled Hainan chicken skewers, as well as a variety of vegetarian options.


Named for the largest Chinese market in Saigon, Vietnam, ChoLon Modern Asian Bistro (1555 Blake St., 303/353-5223, www.cholon.com, 11:30am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 11:30am-10pm Fri., 2pm-10pm Sat., 4pm-9pm Sun., $17-39) was a 2011 James Beard finalist for the Best New Restaurant in America. It’s the passion of executive chef Lon Symensma, whose colorful dishes are works of art. Main plates include fresh and flavorful combos like lobster Saigon crepes and crunchy Thai shrimp rolls served with umami mayo.


French


Modeled after the Place Vendome in Paris, the chic S Bistro Vendome (1420 Larimer St., 303/825-3232, www.bistrovendome.com, 4pm-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 4:30pm-11pm Fri., 10am-2:30pm and 4pm-10pm Sat.-Sun., $24-36, reservations recommended) is widely praised as Denver’s best French restaurant. Its short menu includes classic options like bourride (seafood stew with aioli), hearty confit de canard, and—bien sûr—a decadent chocolate soufflé to top your exquisite meal off.


Mediterranean


For a quick, casual bite while you’re walking the mall, you can’t beat Pita Fresh (110 16th St., 720/645-2894, www.pitafreshdenver.com, 10am-2am Sun.-Wed., 10am-3am Thurs.-Sat., $15-20), which has an extensive menu of kabobs, shawarmas, and falafel, both as traditional dishes and spicy pizzas or calzones. For more upscale Mediterranean, try S Rioja (1431 Larimer St., 303/820-2282, www.riojadenver.com, 11am-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri.-Sat., $20-36, reservations recommended). Executive chef and owner Jennifer Jasinski was named a James Beard Foundation semifinalist for Outstanding Chef in 2016. The carefully culled menu changes seasonally but typically features chef Jen’s handmade pastas as well as a few seafood entrées like a tuna-octopus duet.


Italian


Osteria Marco (1453 Larimer St., 303/534-5855, www.osteriamarco.com, 11:30am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11:30am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $10-42) bills itself as “a humble restaurant where friends gather to casually enjoy their wine with food.” The informal, lower-level interior is indeed a great place to gather, although it can at times be a touch too loud. The fabulous menu includes grilled octopus, handcrafted pizzas with unusual ingredients like figs and goat cheese, and on Sunday nights, slow-roasted suckling pig. Less than two blocks from Coors Field, Marco’s Coal Fired (2129 Larimer St., 303/296-7000, www.marcoscfp.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $11-22) is known for its mouthwatering Neapolitan-style pizzas made by hand from imported Italian ingredients. The cozy booths, brick walls, and pizza oven make it an especially comfortable place to enjoy the signature limoncello chicken wings and meatball sliders or to share a decadent Nutella-stuffed pizza. It also serves gluten-free pizzas and several vegan options.


The Hotel Monaco’s posh restaurant Panzano (909 17th St., 303/296-3525, www.panzano-denver.com, hours vary, $26-58) has earned numerous accolades. With impeccable service, an award-winning wine list, and a diverse menu of northern Italian cuisine built around seasonal and local ingredients, Panzano is a great place for happy hour, a romantic dinner, or a post-theater splurge.


Mexican


Part of celebrity chef Richard Sandoval’s restaurant empire, Tamayo (1400 Larimer St., 720/946-1433, www.eattamayo.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $15-30) features fresh Mexican fare in creative combinations like crab and shrimp enchiladas and adobo pork tacos. The establishment has an enormous rooftop deck, a great place to sip one of the 100 tequilas.


Steakhouse


The EDGE Restaurant & Bar (1111 14th St., 303/389-3050, www.edgerestaurantdenver.com, 7am-10pm daily, $31-105) in the Four Seasons Hotel bills itself as a “progressive American steakhouse” focused on custom, dry-aged steaks sourced from some of Colorado’s best ranches. Following starters like charred Spanish octopus or Hudson Valley foie gras, hungry diners tuck into bone-in rib eye and filet mignon or New York strip prepared on the pecan wood grill. The meals are served with an assortment of unusual condiments like brandy peppercorn sauce.


Fine Dining


With its lion-flanked exterior and a posh, dark-wood-paneled interior, The Capital Grille (1450 Larimer St., 303/539-2500, www.thecapitalgrille.com, 11am-10pm Mon.-Fri., 4pm-10pm Sat., 4pm-9pm Sun., $32-93) serves up some of the fanciest food in town, including fresh lobster bisque garnished with Maine lobster, double-cut lamb rib chops, and pan-seared sea bass. You can pair your meal with a craft cocktail or a bottle from the extensive wine cellar.


Arguably the most romantic restaurant in Denver, the posh S Bistro Le Roux (1510 16th St., 720/845-1673, www.lerouxdenver.com, 4pm-9pm Wed.-Thurs., 4pm-10pm Fri., 10am-10pm Sat., 10am-8pm Sun., $23-42) features chic blue booths, a marble-topped bar, and sparkling crystal chandeliers, along with an upscale, French-inspired menu created by executive chef Lon Symensma. Typical selections include chilled or broiled oysters, Leroux French dip, and freshly made pasta, which can easily be paired with the perfect glass of French wine from the extensive cellar.


CAPITOL HILL


Fresh and Local


Consistently ranked one of Denver’s top vegetarian restaurants, City O’ City (206 E. 13th Ave., 303/831-6443, www.cityocitydenver.com, 10am-midnight daily, $13-18) is a cheerful, community-oriented spot with unusual artwork and a relaxed vibe. Notable menu items include chicken and waffles, smoked poblano chowder, and both small and large dinner plates, including kimchi noodles and poutine. It’s a great place to find vegan and gluten-, soy-, or nut-free options, although the kitchen does not use a separate fryer for some of these options.


More great vegan options are available at the cheerful Watercourse Foods (837 E. 17th Ave., 303/832-7313, www.watercoursefoods.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 10am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $13-16), whose walls are decorated with Watership Down-inspired murals. Even guests who eat meat enjoy the large menu, which ranges from a smoked turkey and barbecue jackfruit sandwich to fennel sausage Bolognese. Be sure to save enough room for Ho Ho cupcakes and lemon curd cakes.


Repeatedly lauded as one of Colorado’s top dinner establishments, Fruition Restaurant (1313 E. 6th Ave., 303/831-1962, www.fruitionrestaurant.com, 5pm-8:30pm Tues.-Thurs., 5pm-9:30pm Fri.-Sat., $25-32) is a small, contemporary-chic restaurant with short, seasonal menus designed around produce, honey, and artisanal sheep’s milk cheeses produced from chef Alex Seidel’s local farm. Typical mains include halibut served with artichokes and new potatoes, beef short rib, and mushroom porridge.


American


Named for a famous 1950s restaurant in Boston, Steuben’s Food Service (523 E. 17th Ave., 303/830-1001, www.steubens.com, 11am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri., 9am-11pm Sat., 9am-10pm Sun., $10-24) is a casual, retro-style diner focused on classic dishes like all-day breakfast burritos and fried chicken. It’s also a great place for weekend brunch or an evening cocktail.


Fine Dining


Local celebrity chef Frank Bonanno considers his tiny S Mizuna (225 E. 7th Ave., 303/832-4778, www.mizunadenver.com, 5pm-9pm Tues.-Sat., $105-165 for 3 courses) a culinary think tank. Critics agree: It is one of the top-rated restaurants in Denver. A menu of inspired French cuisine changes monthly but often features a few fish entrées, such as Norwegian ivory salmon; several meat options, such as dry-aged magret duck breast; and a vegetarian dish. Pair your meal with a glass of wine or a Champs-Elysees cocktail, and save room for the passion fruit tart or warm chocolate cake. New and exciting dishes are featured each month.


CITY PARK AND ENVIRONS


Italian


The Barolo Grill (3030 E. 6th Ave., 303/393-1040, http://barologrilldenver.com, 5pm-9pm Tues.-Thurs., 5pm-10pm Fri.-Sat., $95 pp for 4 courses) is a romantic, upscale restaurant with a coveted Wine Spectator Grand Award and a chef’s tasting menu (plus $59 or $89 for a standard or upgraded wine pairing). À la carte items include mouthwatering northern Italian dishes like spalla di agnello (braised lamb shoulder), house-made agnolotti, and roasted butternut squash tortellini. Don’t leave without trying one of the house-made desserts, like the mousse de nocciole (hazelnut mousse).


Southern


Get your Southern-style biscuit fix at the Denver Biscuit Company (3237 E. Colfax Ave., 303/377-7900, www.denbisco.com, 8am-2pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-3pm Sat.-Sun., $8-15). This popular, locally owned company has a simple menu built on big, buttery, melt-in-your-mouth biscuits. Eat ’em in sandwiches, sweet platters (such as biscuit French toast), or in savory biscuit bowls like the classic shrimp and grits.


HIGHLANDS AND PLATTE RIVER VALLEY


Breakfast and Cafés


Consistently ranked as one of Denver’s top breakfast joints, S The Universal (2911 W. 38th Ave., 303/955-0815, www.theuniversaldenver.com, 7am-2:30pm Wed.-Mon., $7-15) has a menu of Southern-inspired meals like sausage gravy-smothered biscuits, custard toast, and corn bread rancheros, with creamy grits on the side. The Wooden Spoon (2418 W. 32nd Ave., 303/999-0327, http://woodenspoondenver.com, 8am-1pm Wed.-Sun., $6-15) is a quaint family-run bakery that feels like a French café. It’s best known for its tantalizing pastries, including enormous cinnamon rolls and flaky, fresh-baked croissants, as well as enticing breakfast and lunch sandwiches.


Fresh and Local


Housed in an old gas station, Root Down (1600 W. 33rd St., 303/993-4200, www.rootdowndenver.com, 5pm-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 5pm-10pm Fri., 10am-2:30pm and 5pm-10pm Sat.-Sun., $27-35) is all about community and the environment. It’s completely wind-powered and has two on-site gardens that provide many of the fresh, organic ingredients for its dishes. Although the prices are a tad high for a casual eatery, it’s a great cause, and there are less-expensive shared plates like roasted poblano gnocchi or diver scallops in case the Longs Peak lamb or the rockfish tom kha seems a bit pricey.


Root Down’s owner Justin Cucci also owns Linger (2030 W. 30th Ave., 303/993-3120, http://lingerdenver.com, 10am-2:30pm Tues.-Sun. and 5pm-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 5pm-11pm Fri.-Sat., $7-24). Thanks to its location in an old mortuary building, Linger humorously bills itself as “Denver’s Finest Eatuary.” The diverse dinner menu features dishes such as Korean oxtail bibimbap and steamed bao buns. The open dining area is often packed.


If you follow culinary trends, head to S Avanti Food & Beverage (3200 Pecos St., 720/269-4778, http://avantifandb.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Wed., 11am-10pm Thurs.-Sat., $11-27), a collective, European-style eatery that houses seven different restaurants, each of which is testing out new ideas and menus. Bistro Georgette ($7-16) offers everything from spaghetti to brussels sprouts, whereas Meta Asian Kitchen ($8-27) serves sweet, sour, and spicy dishes. Quiero Arepas ($9-14) features a variety of arepas, including jamon y queso.


Brazilian


Family-run Café Brazil (4408 Lowell Blvd., 303/480-1877, www.cafebrazildenver.com, 5pm-9pm Wed.-Sat., $17-31) is known for its flowing rum and authentic South American cuisine. The colorful café is popular with locals and visitors alike, who enjoy steaming plates of cabo verde and paste zangado. Enjoy your meal with a mojito or other rum cocktail.


Mexican


Decorated with black-and-white photos of sombrero-wearing hombres, Taqueria Patzcuaro (2616 W. 32nd Ave., 303/455-4389, www.patzcuaros.com, 11am-8pm Wed.-Thurs. and Sat.-Sun., 11am-9pm Fri., $10-21) is an atmospheric taqueria with a dozen casual indoor tables and a private outdoor seating area. In addition to a good selection of tequilas, top-shelf margaritas, and beer, the menu features piping-hot plates of seafood, tacos, and enchiladas smothered with red or green chile sauce and melted cheese.


Dessert


No visit to Denver is complete without a stop at S Little Man Ice Cream (2620 16th St., 303/455-3811, www.littlemanicecream.com, 11am-11pm Sun. and Wed.-Thurs., 11am-midnight Fri.-Sat., $4-8). Inspired by the Coney Island hot dog-shaped stands, Little Man is housed in a 28-foot-tall (8.5-m), 14,000-pound (6,350-kg) cream can. Smiling employees in vintage uniforms serve heaping waffle cones of cinnabun, toffee coffee, and fluffernutter ice cream, as well as thick shakes and ice cream sammies, along with hot fudge, sprinkles, and other decadent toppings.




[image: image]
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CHERRY CREEK


Breakfast and Cafés


Syrup (300 Josephine St., 720/945-1111, http://syruprestaurant.com [URL inactive], 7am-1:45pm Mon.-Fri., 7:30am-1:45pm Sat.-Sun., $9-18) is one of three locations owned by Milwaukee native Tim Doherty. After he tired of late nights as a barkeep, Doherty opened this contemporary pancake house whose slogan is “making the ordinary eggstraordinary.” It’s hard to choose from so many great breakfast options—from classic omelets and Benedicts to old-school pancakes or sweet upstarts like Nutella-stuffed French toast and apple pancakes.


Asian


Although it only has a few tables, Sushi Tazu (300 Fillmore St., 303/320-1672, www.sushitazudenver.com, 11:30am-9:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 11:30am-10pm Fri., noon-10pm Sat., noon-9:30pm Sun., $10-53) is known for its consistently fresh sushi. From the long counter, watch the chefs at work preparing beef soba and other traditional noodle dishes, as well as melt-in-your-mouth tempura and tasty octopus, abalone, and other nigiri.


Mexican


Adelitas Cocina Y Cantina (1294 Broadway, 303/778-1294, www.adelitasco.com, 11am-10pm Tues.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri., 10am-11pm Sat., 10am-10pm Sun., $9-35) is known for its margaritas but also has great traditional food from the state of Michoacán. Choose from a variety of tasty tacos, veggie dishes, and gluten-free options.


Steakhouse


Cherry Creek’s best upscale restaurant is S Elway’s (2500 E. 1st Ave., 303/399-5353, www.elways.com, 4pm-9pm Tues.-Sat., $21-63), named after cofounder and Denver Broncos quarterback John Elway. The elegant steakhouse’s beautifully appointed dining room feels relaxed yet upscale, with understated decor, muted lighting, and white tablecloths. The extensive menu features racks of Colorado lamb, roasted half chicken, and many thick steaks. Don’t miss the dessert menu, featuring do-it-yourself s’mores and classic crème brûlee.



Accommodations



DOWNTOWN AND LODO


$150-250


Near the Convention Center, the Warwick Denver (1776 Grant St., 303/861-2000, http://warwickhotels.com, $199-290) has generously sized rooms and suites with a mix of classic and contemporary decor. Amenities include a nice gym with floor-to-ceiling windows and stunning views, same-day laundry and dry-cleaning service, and complimentary cruiser bikes.


On the eastern edge of downtown, the S Queen Anne Bed & Breakfast Inn (2147 Tremont Place, 303/296-6666, www.queenannebnb.com, $165-250) is an ecofriendly establishment with four “local artist” suites and nine bright and colorful rooms. Some rooms overlook the peaceful garden, where the owners grow more than 100 varieties of fruits, herbs, and vegetables. It’s a great place to lounge with coffee in the morning before the organic breakfast is served.


The Aloft Denver (800 15th St., 303/623-3063, www.aloftdenverdowntown.com, $229-300) looks like a piece of modern art, with its strikingly angular roof and a high-ceilinged, industrial-chic lobby decorated with contemporary art and brassy throw pillows. The sparsely furnished rooms include one king or two queen beds, ergonomic workstations, high-speed Wi-Fi, flat-screen TVs, and minifridges. You can’t beat the location just a block from the Convention Center and the 16th Street Mall.


From the attentive staff to the ornate and intricately painted lobby ceiling, the experience at the Kimpton Hotel Monaco Denver (1717 Champa St., 303/296-1717, www.monaco-denver.com, $199-519) is memorable. The upscale rooms are playfully decorated with geometric patterns and brightly colored accents. Standard rooms have oversize working areas and a choice of bed configurations; larger rooms and suites are also available. Amenities range from a fitness center to unusual perks like yoga mats in every room.


Thanks to its central location, the Hilton Garden Inn Denver Union Station (1999 Chestnut Place, 720/643-1999, www.hilton.com, $150-250) is a convenient spot to explore Denver from. Amenities include an indoor pool, a rooftop deck, EV charging, and pet-friendly rooms for those traveling with furry friends.


Over $250


Inside one of Denver’s most significant landmarks, The Crawford Hotel (Union Station, 1701 Wynkoop St., 720/460-3700, www.thecrawfordhotel.com, $280-480) features three floors of unique rooms. Each room represents a different era of the station’s history—from the art deco Pullman Room to the Victorian Classic to the upstairs Loft Rooms with 14-foot (4.3-m) ceilings, original beams, and brick walls. Bathrooms vary, with amenities ranging from freestanding claw-foot tubs to modern rain showers.


S The Oxford Hotel (1600 17th St., 303/628-5400, www.theoxfordhotel.com, $240-600) is a LoDo property filled with historical charm. Prominent guests such as the Dalai Lama and Hillary Clinton have stayed in the classically designed rooms, which feature upgraded beds as well as timeless touches like antique headboards, full drapery, and claw-foot tubs. Luxury amenities include a full-service spa and fitness center, The Cruise Room, an art deco martini bar, and the in-house Urban Farmer (4pm-10pm Mon.-Fri., 9am-2pm and 4pm-10pm Sat.-Sun., $27-93) steakhouse.


With both comfort and historical charm, S Hotel Teatro (1100 14th St., 888/727-1200, www.hotelteatro.com, $249-379) provides nice views and an excellent location just steps from Larimer Square and the performing arts complex. The 110 rooms and suites feature lofty, 12-foot (3.7-m) ceilings, in-room coffeemakers, thick Simmons Beautyrest mattresses, and plush terrycloth robes. In addition to The Study, a relaxed coffee lounge lined with floor-to-ceiling bookcases, the hotel has an upscale restaurant, The Nickel (720/889-2128, www.thenickeldenver.com, 6:30am-10:30am Mon., 6:30am-10:30am and 4pm-10pm Tues.-Thurs., 6:30am-10:30am and 3pm-10pm Fri., 7am-11am and 3pm-10pm Sat., 7am-11am Sun., $20-42), named for the fare once collected from customers who rode the streetcars when this building served as the Denver Tramway.


The Magnolia Hotel (818 17th St., 303/607-9000, www.magnoliahotels.com, $269-349) has been restored to reflect its original appearance as the historic American National Bank Building. The large boutique property features 297 stylish rooms with either two queen beds or one king bed and oversize baths with a choice of tub or walk-in shower. Large windows give each room a bright and spacious appearance. Another plus is its great central location just steps from the 16th Street Mall.


The city’s most luxurious accommodations in 1892, the S Brown Palace Hotel (321 17th St., 303/297-3111, www.brownpalace.com, $279-699) remains a venerable downtown institution. At the time it was built, the $2 million hotel sold its guest rooms for $3-5 per night. Although the prices have since increased, many things have not changed, including the 26 stone medallions carved with images of Colorado wildlife on the building’s exterior and the eight-story atrium with cast-iron railings and ornate grillwork panels (two of which were mysteriously installed upside down and remain that way today). The renovated guest rooms sport a modern Victorian look; rooms come with queen- or king-size beds, and suites are named for famous guests, including former presidents Roosevelt, Eisenhower, and Reagan. The popular Beatles Suite includes framed records and a custom jukebox. The hotel has an on-site spa and several dining options, including a tavern with a classic pub vibe and an upscale restaurant.


CAPITOL HILL


$150-250


The S Capitol Hill Mansion Bed and Breakfast Inn (1207 Pennsylvania St., 303/839-5221, www.capitolhillmansion.com, $170-289) offers eight rooms and suites, each named after a Colorado wildflower. The most luxurious is the Elk Thistle Suite, which has a cozy sitting room with a gas fireplace and views of the State Capitol and the Rockies. Amenities vary by room and can include balconies and whirlpool tubs. Guests enjoy a delicious, home-cooked breakfast.


Over $250


A beautiful bed-and-breakfast, the Patterson Inn (420 E. 11th Ave., 303/955-5142, www.pattersoninn.com, $245-389) features nine upscale suites housed in a late-1800s mansion in the historic Capitol Hill district. Each suite has a private bath and is uniquely decorated to reflect a theme, such as the Gusteau, whose whitewashed furnishings evoke the romance of Paris. Guests enjoy a wraparound porch, secluded decks, and a hot, made-from-scratch breakfast each morning.


CITY PARK AND ENVIRONS


$150-250


A historic bed-and-breakfast, the Holiday Chalet Bed & Breakfast (1820 E. Colfax Ave., 303/437-8245, www.theholidaychalet.com, $139-250) is housed in an 1896 Victorian brownstone in Denver’s Wyman district. Once a boardinghouse for women, the chalet now has 10 guest rooms, all with private baths; eight rooms include kitchenettes. Guests can enjoy a cup of tea served in china designed by the inn’s original owner, garden s’mores on the weekend, and an in-house massage.


Over $250


A few miles from City Park, the RiNo (River North) art district has some distinctive accommodations, including The Ramble Hotel (1280 25th St., 720/996-6300, www.theramblehotel.com, $379-479), a community-oriented space inspired by France’s 17th-century salons. The beautifully decorated hotel features bright and airy rooms ranging from standard kings to “bunkhouses,” all with wide-plank hickory flooring and antique Persian rugs.


CHERRY CREEK


With few exceptions, most of the hotels near Cherry Creek are luxurious chains, with correspondingly high prices.


$150-250


The 194-room Hyatt Place Denver/Cherry Creek (4150 E. Mississippi Ave., 303/782-9300, http://denvercherrycreek.place.hyatt.com, $195-399) is in a central location, although it’s most convenient to have a rental car if you plan to stay here. The spacious, contemporary rooms feature corner sofas, free Wi-Fi, and 42-inch (107-cm) HDTVs. Rate includes a breakfast bar.


The 196-room Courtyard by Marriott Denver/Cherry Creek (145 S. Colorado Blvd., 303/757-8797, www.marriott.com, $149-299) has tidy guest rooms featuring comfortable beds, and many with unobstructed mountain views. Amenities include a spacious, contemporary lobby decorated with works by Colorado-based artists, a well-appointed fitness center, and a restaurant, The Bistro (6am-10am Mon.-Fri., 7am-11am Sat.-Sun., $13-27). The hotel also offers small, personalized touches, like a local jogging map for people (like me) who always manage to get lost during their morning jog.


Over $250


The Moxy Denver Cherry Creek (240 Josephine St., 844/631-0595, www.marriott.com, $224-389), another Marriott property, features an eclectic look, from the stylish bar (where you can enjoy a free drink after checking in) to a well-equipped fitness center and modern one-queen or two-double guest rooms, some of which have mountain views.
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