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As we slide into the second decade of the 21st century, there is just one fact that we all know to be true: K-Pop rules the world. It’s taken its sweet time to get here—its origins date back more than two decades, after all—but now that it has, fans from (almost) every country on Earth are devouring every maknae and hyung that comes along.


In the more than 20 years since it first came to mainstream attention on Korean TV, pop music from South Korea was held at the border of its host nation, remaining a relatively local phenomenon, occasionally breaking free and allowing the world to see what talents lay hidden in that often overlooked part of the atlas.


Today, Korean pop music is a global obsession, pioneering a path forward for all Asian music to be heard without prejudice on the world’s airwaves, unlike ever before in music history. Tomorrow, aspiring popstars, rock stars, and superstars—and the future victors of the pop charts—will no longer be singing predominantly in English, the world’s musical language, but in Korean, and other Asian languages. Because right now, K-Pop is devoured wherever it is desired, spreading around the globe as quickly as you can snap your fingers.


And, phew, there are hundreds—if not thousands!—of incredible K-Pop, rock, and hip-hop groups to tickle your ears with, both classic and old school as well as fresh out of the oven and baking hot today.


With its breathtaking dance acrobatics and razor-sharp choreography, infectious melodies, anthemic hooks, and high concept MVs—all driven by genuine in-group chemistry—K-Pop has everything a fan could want. It’s perfection, just as the idols strive for.


This ultimate fan book takes you as close to the groups as you want to be and throws a bright spotlight on the idols and icons that have propelled K-Pop from the periphery of the world’s lens into sharp 4K focus. From Astro to Monsta X, and (not quite) everyone in between, the groups that embody K-Pop come in all shapes and sizes, from solo artists and duos, to groups with more than twenty rotating members, each one as distinct, defined, and dazzling as the next. Your new favorite K-Pop group lives inside this book. The only thing you have to decide is where to start. Happy K-Popping!
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K-Pop pioneers Big Bang paved the way for the genre’s dominance.


[image: ]









[image: ]


Since its earliest incarnations, K-Pop has appeared to its super fans in sets of waves. The first generation began (way back) in the 1990s when American hip-hop was first broadcast on Korean TV, inspiring millions of Koreans to follow their dreams of becoming an idol. Today, K-Pop is big business, and the next generation of groups are breaking through the noise in the hope of becoming worldwide superstars. It all started here…


1995


SM Entertainment is founded by Lee Soo-man. Over the years, the company found success with Kangta, S.E.S., BoA, TVXQ!, TraxX, CSJH The Grace, Super Junior (below), Girls’ Generation, J-Min, SHINee, f(x), Zhou Mi, EXO, Red Velvet, NCT, and more!
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1996


H.O.T. (Highfive of Teenagers), K-Pop’s first idol group, are formed. In five years, they sell more than six million records in South Korea.


1997


JYP Entertainment is founded by former pop songwriter Park Jin-young. The agency creates popular groups such as Got7, Rain, Wonder Girls (below), 2PM, and 2AM.
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1997


S.E.S., K-Pop’s first all-girl group, are signed by SM Entertainment. They are the leading group in K-Pop’s “Big 3” girl groups, with Fin.K.L and Baby V.O.X.


2000


Hallyu—the first wave of South Korean music and culture—becomes globally recognized.


2001


MTV Korea is launched, playing 24 hours of South Korean pop music.


2008


Rain appear on the Colbert Report in the United States—and are the first group to crack the notoriously difficult American market.


2009


Girls’ Generation release “Gee”—the first big global K-Pop classic. It would become the first K-Pop song to reach 100 million views on YouTube in 2013.


2009


BoA, the “Queen of K-Pop,” became the first K-Pop artist to enter the Billboard Top 200.


2011


Billboard establishes the Korea Top Hot 100 chart. Sistar’s “So Cool” was the first song to be top of the pops.


2012


Psy’s (below) “Gangnam Style” became a global viral phenomenon, kick-starting the world’s obsession with K-Pop.
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2012


Girls’ Generation perform “The Boys” on the popular Late Night with David Letterman in the US, the first girl group to perform on a highly influential American TV show.


2012


The first ever K-Pop convention, KCON, is launched in California.


2013


Psy wins a Billboard Music Award for “Gangnam Style”—the most watched video of the year—with more than one billion views!


2014


BTS (below) play their first US concert at Los Angeles’ nightclub, the Troubadour… and begin the ascent to global superstardom.
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2015


EXO release Exodus and become the biggest K-Pop export to the US… so far!


2015


2NE1’s CL goes solo and releases the worldwide hit single “Hello Bitches.”


2016


Epik High become the first K-Pop act to perform at the super-cool and influential Coachella Music Festival in California.


2016


Blackpink become the fastest-selling K-Pop group with “Boombayah” and “Whistle.”
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K-POP GLOSSARY

A group member’s cute behavior is
called Aegyo. Jungkook, obviously,

has this mastered

K-Pop is famous for MVs, or Music
”“"IIII[" Videos. Psy's “Gangnam Style” is the
best, but B.A.P's “One Shot" is the most
expensive. Check it out!
B is for Bias, or your favorite
member of your favorite

K-Pop group.

M is also for Maknae—the term used
to describe the youngest member of
a group.

K-Pop groups are famous for making
‘||||| yearly Comebacks, usually with the

release of multiple EPs or trilogies Nugus are idol groups that are relatively

unpopular or unknown. But don’t call

Entertainment companies, such as
JYP, YG, SM, and Big Hit, are the record
labels and management agencies

that put K-Pop groups together, hire

producers and songwriters, and operate (

anyone Nugu—it's rude!

every part of a K-Pop group’s success.
All new (under two years) K-Pop
groups are known as Rookies. If
Fandoms! Every group has its fans who devour ||||||||' your group finds success early, such
everything they do, and each have their own awesome as NCT and Blackpink, you become
name. BTS have their Army, Blackpink have their Monster Rookies!
Blinks. What fandom do you belong to?

Sasaengs are obsessed fans who

will do anything to get close to their

K-Pop is one of the main ingredients favorite groups

of Hallyu, or Korean Wave. Hallyu has
”""II!- been used since 1999 to describe all

Many new groups, such as NCT, for
of Korea's cultural exports, including y new groups, su

example, can be divided into Sub-units,

television and movies. )) . . .
in which individual members within a

group form a separate smaller unit.
Hyung is a Korean word that means

“older brother,” and used by a younger,
member to describe elder members of

a group.

Trainees are wannabe idols who sign
with an entertainment company and
An Idol is what you become when you ‘l||||||” train, usually for several years, in the
hope they become fully fledged idols.
member of a group.
[ ]

> ..

successfully audition and become a
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