








[image: ]
























Calligraphy


FOR KIDS


[image: ]


ELEANOR WINTERS


[image: ]
























Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.


1166 Avenue of the Americas


New York, NY 10036


© 2004 by Eleanor Winters


ISBN 978-1-4549-3654-1


Winters, Eleanor.


Calligraphy for kids / Eleanor Winters.


p. cm.


Contents: Calligraphy vocabulary—Tools and materials—Getting ready to write—Getting to know your pen—Italic calligraphy, lowercase (minuscule) letters—Italic calligraphy, capital letters—Gothic calligraphy, lowercase (minuscule) letters—Gothic calligraphy, capital letters—A new pen position— Uncial calligraphy—Roman calligraphy, lowercase (minuscule) letters—Roman calligraphy, capital letters— Numbers and punctuation—Writing a quote or a poem—Border designs—One-of-a-kind greeting cards—Copy machine greeting cards—Signs—Party invitations.


ISBN 1-40270-664-2


1. Calligraphy—Juvenile literature. [1. Calligraphy.] I.Title.


Z43 .W748 2004


745.6’1


For information about custom editions, special sales, and premium and corporate purchases,


please contact Sterling Special Sales at 800-805-5489 or specialsales@sterlingpublishing.com.


Edited by Jeanette Green


Designed by Judy Morgan


Photos by Michael Hnatov Photography


sterlingpublishing.com






















For Leendert, with all my love
comme d’habitude
[image: ]



















Acknowledgments


Calligraphy for Kids is in many ways a collaborative effort that resulted from the advice, encouragement, suggestions, and criticism of many friends and colleagues. All of them helped make this book possible.


Topping the list are my senior and junior consultants, Julia Paterson and Sarah Turbow, and my calligraphic partner and pal, Carole Maurer. Their experience and expertise have aided me enormously in organizing the book and its point of view. I am equally grateful to Heather Quinlan for her good advice and abundant enthusiasm; to Bob Cooperman for his instant rewrite abilities; Joan Harmon for all those pages of guide lines; John Golden for midnight-hour computer rescue missions; and Isabelle, our lovely and very helpful young model.


Special thanks go to my husband Leendert van der Pool for everything, everyday; to the Kitchen Girls, Kathryn Sartori, Laurie Sayres, Kathy Wallace, and again Julia Paterson; and to Terry Moriber for intelligent advice, unending encouragement, and good cheer. Finally, I’d like to thank Nan DeLuca and Carrie Robbins for pointing me in the right direction at the very beginning of this endeavor.


Thank you all!




















PART I


[image: ]


Getting Started
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Introduction


Just a few years ago, it seemed as though no one could pronounce the word calligraphy, much less define it. Only a handful of artists were quietly keeping this age-old art alive. But all that has changed.


Today, nearly every art-supply store sells calligraphy pens, calligraphy markers, special paper, and dozens of books teaching you how to use them. There are lots of calligraphy classes in schools and craft shops all over the world. But most of these books and classes are for adults, and very little is offered especially for kids.
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Now it’s your turn. This book is for YOU.


There’s no reason that kids can’t learn to make beautiful letters, unless it’s that you are all so busy! Kids can study and practice calligraphy with as much pleasure as painting or dancing or music. It is a skill and an art, but most of all, it’s great fun! With a little effort and practice, anyone who can read and write can learn the art of beautiful writing.


But why should you learn calligraphy? Like any other art—drawing, painting, playing the piano—calligraphy helps you make your world more beautiful. A handmade birthday card, a poem written with beautiful letters, stationery printed with your name, or your friend’s name hand-lettered in your own calligraphy, will make you feel good. And it makes a wonderful gift for your friends and family. It’s an art (and a craft) that you can practice all alone on a quiet day, or with friends in a group, helping each other learn this fascinating art form.


WHAT IS CALLIGRAPHY?


Calligraphy means “beautiful writing” and refers to many other alphabets besides the ABCs we are all familiar with.


Thousands of years ago, Egyptians wrote with pictures called hieroglyphs. Chinese writing was also created from pictures that make up more than 40,000 characters. Chinese writing is much older than ours and has no alphabet. Other styles of writing, such as Hebrew and Arabic, have developed through the centuries, and all have their own alphabets and their own histories.


Some alphabets are no longer used, such as Mayan and Aztec, and exist only in ancient manuscripts that we can see in museums and art-history books. Other alphabets, like Greek, Arabic, Hebrew, and Russian, are used today as much as our own.


Our alphabet comes from the Roman Empire and is about 2,000 years old. For almost 1,500 of those 2,000 years, all writing was done by hand, which means that all books were done by hand—letter by letter, word by word. (You can imagine how long it took to make a copy of a book and how expensive it was!) For much of that time and even until the 1800s, people wrote with a quill pen, made of a feather, usually from a goose or a turkey. People sometimes also used wooden blocks carved by hand for printing words or pictures.
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Until around 1200, most writing was done on papyrus, which is made from a plant, or on parchment or vellum, made from animal skin. Paper had been used in China for more than 1,000 years before it was used in Europe. After the invention of the modern printing press in the mid-1400s, paper was used because it was too difficult to print on parchment or vellum.


The printing press changed bookmaking considerably, but secretaries and other educated people continued to use calligraphy for writing letters, keeping records, and making important documents.


Today calligraphy is considered an art. Many people study it in special classes, mainly for the pleasure of making something beautiful. Calligraphers look at handwritten manuscripts and books from the past for inspiration and information. They continue a tradition that is an important part of our civilization.



LEARNING CALLIGRAPHY


Is it easy to learn? Well, yes and no. The instructions in this book have been written specially to make it as easy as possible for kids to get started. But like any other skill, you’ll have to practice. In this book, we’ll talk about ways to make your practice time fun and easy. But remember, you are the one holding the pen, and the more you practice, the easier it is to learn and the better your calligraphy will look.


This little book is going to cover a lot of ground. We’re going to learn some basic facts about calligraphy and the different materials you can use. Then we’ll try a variety of alphabets, learning how to make the letters and how to put them together to write words and sentences. In the second part of the book you’ll find some projects that you can try, using your calligraphy.


A word of advice: Try not to do everything at once! It’s easier to learn calligraphy step by step, rather than trying to swallow it whole. If you spend a little more time on the basics—which may seem very simple to you—the more advanced material will be much easier to learn.


Most of all, enjoy this book! We hope that you’ll begin a wonderful experience and soon surprise yourself with the beautiful art that’s right at your fingertips.
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