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In the Beginning . . .


The word on the street is that street art is dead. But
before we write its obituary let’s take it back – way back.
It’s true that ever since humankind sheltered in caves,
we have been making marks on walls, but we need to
fast-forward to the much more recent past – to 1967
to be precise. It was then that the cartoon character
Cheech Wizard made his first appearance in print. Often
accompanied by a lizard character called Razzberry,
Cheech Wizard was the creation of a New York
underground comic book artist, Vaughn Bode.



In 1970s’ New York an artistic revolution was taking place.
Mysterious names like TAKI 183 and STAY HIGH 149
were being scrawled on walls all over the city. Then,
Phase 2, Tracy 168, Dondi, Seen, Lee Quinones and
many more artists began to bomb the New York City
subway cars. The trains were emblazoned with a
new art form, spraypainted “window downs”, “top to
bottoms”, “whole cars” and eventually “wildstyle”.


This was the birth of New York Subway Graffiti, one of
the fundamental elements of hip hop, alongside DJ-ing,
MC-ing and b-boying, or breaking. Pioneering writers
like Dondi would incorporate Bode’s characters into
their pieces – for one of his most infamous later pieces,
“Children of the Grave, Part 3”, Dondi lifted a character
from one of Bode’s comic panels. Bode’s fluid lines
and rounded forms lent themselves perfectly to the
new aerosol aesthetic. At the same time, DJ Kool Herc
and Grandmaster Flash were rocking crowds at Bronx
block parties with alchemy from two turntables, but it
was records, movies and books that really spread this
new culture beyond the confines of the city, allowing
it to explode worldwide: Blondie’s Rapture, Sugarhill
Records, The Escapades of Futura 2000, movies such
as Wild Style and later Style Wars, but most importantly
for graffiti, the book Subway Art, which, along with its
sequel Spraycan Art, electrified a generation.


5






[image: image]



I was still at school when Subway Art shone a light on
the hidden world of graffiti lore, with its talk of fatcaps
and skinnies, throw-ups, end-to-end burners, kings and
toys. I can clearly remember being obsessed with the
book, endlessly practising handstyles as I attempted to
mimic this new art. My own experience mirrors that of
so many writers, biters and scrawlers I have spoken to
over the years. Given that Subway Art suggested that
true writers should “rack” (graff slang for “steal”) paint,
it’s no wonder that it is rumoured to be the most stolen
book ever. Certainly my copy never made it back to the
school library.

OEBPS/images/page005.jpg





OEBPS/images/page006.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg





OEBPS/images/page001.jpg
The Mammoth
Book of
Street Art

Edited by s¢-&





OEBPS/images/page002.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg







OEBPS/images/page001a.jpg





