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Meet the Characters


Alice loves all sorts of arts and crafts. She’s great at thinking up clever ways to solve problems, and her inventions are amazing!
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Leo is always kind and thoughtful. When he’s not busy helping his friends or practising his juggling, he loves making things in the craft studio with Alice!
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Merry the centipede is a Glitterbug – one of the Pixies’ minibeast helpers. Her favourite place to visit is the Crystal Bay funfair!
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Everyone loves a home-baked treat, but Pippin the Baking Pixie’s cakes are extra special – his magic means they can fix people’s problems!
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The horrible Nixies, Grimble and Grumble, live in a rubbish dump and love casting bad spells to spoil everyone’s fun.
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When things are old and start to fray, Some people just throw them away. But to us, they aren’t quite done: We see the heart inside each one.


With our friends, the Glitterbugs, A little magic, and some love, We turn old things into new. Will you come and help us too?


Love from


The Pixies









[image: Chapter One Cake Attack!]


A blustery wind rustled the leaves and rattled the windows of the wooden shed at the bottom of Leo’s garden. But inside, all was peaceful.


Leo and Alice sat at their crafting desk, surrounded by boxes and shelves full of paintings, models and sculptures. They were both so busy that even Leo hadn’t said a word in minutes.


Alice frowned with concentration as she sewed the last red-and-blue spotted pennant on to her bunting. She had cut each flag herself from an old dress that used to belong to one of her mums.


“Finished!” she said at last, sitting back. “How are you doing?”


“I’m on the last ‘H’ …” said Leo without looking up. He was writing big gold letters on a purple banner, using a special glittery pen.


Alice waited, gazing round happily at the crafting paradise that they had created in the ramshackle old shed. Our favourite place in the world, she thought. No, wait. Second favourite! Nothing could beat Cobbletown, a secret world that only Alice and Leo knew about, where creatures called Pixies turned unwanted belongings into magical objects that solved people’s problems.
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“There!” said Leo, clicking the cap back on to his pen. “What do you think?”


A big grin spread across Alice’s face as she read the finished banner:
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“I think she’s going to love it!”


It was their friend Hannah’s eighth birthday today, and she had asked them to make the decorations for her party. Alice and Leo couldn’t wait to show her what they’d created! Besides the multicoloured bunting and the banner, they had cut some streamers, decorated napkins and made paper chains from old magazines.


They had just begun to pack the decorations into a cardboard box, ready to take to the party along with Hannah’s present, when there was a knock at the shed door.


“Come in!” said Leo.


The door opened, and Alice’s mum Ingrid popped her head inside. “Ready to go, team?” She had frizzy blonde hair and a wide, smiley face behind large purple-framed glasses.


“Phew!” Alice picked up the box of decorations. “Finished just in time.”


Leo jiggled and danced across the lawn as Alice followed her mum, carefully carrying the box to the side gate. “Bye, Mum!” Leo called through the kitchen window. “Bye, Dad!” He darted to get the gate for Alice. “This party’s going to be amazing!”


“I can’t wait,” Alice agreed. “Hannah must be so excited!”


Leo, Alice and her mum made their way through the little cobbled side streets of Crystal Bay. The sea breeze was blowing fiercely, making Alice clutch on tight to the cardboard box. Gulls wheeled and cried in the blue sky overhead, and Leo grinned as he breathed in the salty sea air. Crystal Bay is such a magical place to live …


At the end of the street they came to the pier. It jutted out into the sparkling sea from one end of the sandy beach. The friends could see the brightly painted red-and-white helter-skelter rising above a fairground at the end of the pier, and a Ferris wheel gently turning. They could hear tinkling music too, as well as clunks and whooshing sounds. The noises came from the amusement arcade, a long pink building that ran down one side of the pier.


“Have fun, you two,” said Alice’s mum. “Tell Hannah I said ‘happy birthday’.”


“Will do, Mum,” said Alice, and the friends set off together on to the creaking wooden planks of the pier.


Opposite the entrance to the arcade, they came to a small blue building strung with coloured fairy lights. A big sandwich board next to the door was painted with a smiling cartoon seahorse and the name of the café:
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“You’re here!” called a familiar voice. Hannah appeared at the open door of the café. She was all dressed up for the party in a sparkly green party frock, with a silver hairband holding back her long hair. She had even decorated her wheelchair with bits of tinsel.
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“Happy birthday!” said Leo, giving Hannah a high five.


“I hope we’re not too late,” said Alice. “We brought the decorations.”


Hannah’s eyes lit up as they set the box down and began to pull out the bunting, the paper chains and the banner. “Wow, thank you so much,” she sighed happily. “This stuff is amazing!”


“Oh, and I almost forgot!” said Leo, slapping his forehead. “Here’s your present.” He pulled it out of the box, wrapped up in purple tissue paper and tied with silver string.


“Thank you!” said Hannah, putting the present in her lap. “I’ll open it later. Come on, let’s get inside and—”


Before she could finish, another fierce gust of wind blew up, rattling the fairy lights and tangling Hannah’s hair.


“Whoa!” gasped Alice as the wind caught the paper chains. They went tumbling along the pier.


“Yikes!” cried Leo. The bunting was gone too, flapping in the breeze and fluttering out of his grasp. “Somebody grab those decorations!”


The friends darted after them, but they were too late. The paper chains danced off the edge of the pier and floated down to the sea.
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Alice groaned.


“I’ve got the bunting!” said Leo. It had wrapped itself around a flagpole, and he was busy untangling it.


“Sorry, Hannah,” said Alice.


“Don’t worry,” said Hannah bravely. “At least we still have some decorations.”


The door of the café opened, and Hannah’s dad came out, just ending a call on his phone. “Hi there, you two,” he said to Alice and Leo. Then he turned to Hannah, frowning. “That was Marvellous Marvin, sweetheart. I’m afraid it’s bad news. He’s not well, and he’s had to cancel.”


Leo’s heart sank as he saw the disappointment on Hannah’s face. “Don’t worry,” he said quickly.


“Everyone will have loads of fun, even without a magician.”


“That’s right,” said Hannah’s dad, putting an arm around her. “And look! Here comes the birthday cake!”


The friends turned to see Hannah’s granny getting out of a taxi at the end of the pier, with a big cardboard box tucked under her arm. “Who wants a sneak peek?” she called.


“Ooh, me please!” Leo was hopping up and down with excitement, and Alice couldn’t help laughing. Her spirits lifted as she saw that Hannah was smiling again too.


“Take a look, birthday girl,” beamed Hannah’s granny, and she opened the lid of the box.


But before the friends could look inside, there was an ear-splitting and a white bolt came darting from above. Seagull!
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Alice and Leo staggered back from the bird’s wildly flapping wings. It snatched up a huge chunk of cake in its beak, spraying rainbow-coloured crumbs in all directions as it swooped away.


Hannah’s granny gasped and dropped the box. Thump. The next moment a second seagull arrived, then a third, pecking at the cake in a frenzy.
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