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Chapter 1


Long ago,in Japan,there lived an old woman.Everyday,she washed clothes in the river. And every day, she wished that she had a child to love,for she had always longed for a child.One day,the old woman sawa huge peach floating by on the water.
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She scooped it up and rolled it home.


“Now I will have a feast for supper,”she thought.But when she cut the peach open she found, not a stone,but a tiny baby boy.


The woman picked himup and cuddled him.“You’re my little peach boy,”she said. 


“I’ll call you Momotaro, which means just that.And I will be your mother.”
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Momotaro the Peach Boy grew up  healthyand happy. His mother fed him all the good things she could afford. But what Momotarolikedbest were  the cakes she made from the millet  and rice which she grew in the fields.


“Just one of these cakes will give you  the strength of ten men,” she told him.


After Momotaroate one,he would flex his arms,pick his mother up and swing her round.
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