

[image: image]










[image: image]
















Copyright © 2021 by Andy Ngo


Cover jacket design by Tony Burnhardt.


Jacket photography by Stephanie Keith/Getty Images.


Cover copyright © 2021 by Hachette Book Group, Inc.


Hachette Book Group supports the right to free expression and the value of copyright. The purpose of copyright is to encourage writers and artists to produce the creative works that enrich our culture.


The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this book without permission is a theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like permission to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), please contact permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights.


Center Street


Hachette Book Group


1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104


centerstreet.com


twitter.com/centerstreet


First Edition: February 2021


Center Street is a division of Hachette Book Group, Inc. The Center Street name and logo are trademarks of Hachette Book Group, Inc.


The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.


Library of Congress Control Number: 2020951079


ISBNs: 978-1-5460-5958-5 (hardcover), 978-1-5460-5956-1 (ebook)


E3-20210120-JV-PC-COR














To my father, Ngo Quoc Binh
















Explore book giveaways, sneak peeks, deals, and more.









Tap here to learn more.







[image: Center Street logo]















Introduction



“WHOSE STREETS? OUR STREETS!” the crowd of left-wing protesters chanted as they marched in the heart of downtown Portland, Oregon, in June 2019. Some of them wore red shirts and bandanas to broadcast their allegiance to Marxism. They paraded red flags printed with a rose logo, a symbol of the Democratic Socialists of America. They were joined by dozens of people dressed head to toe in black. These were the radical anarchist communists. Most of them wore masks—long before the COVID-19 outbreak made them a norm of public life. Many also wore helmets and carried melee weapons. Together, the crowd of around four hundred brought traffic to a standstill—by now a regular occurrence in the City of Roses, as Portland is known by. As usual, the police stayed away. They knew whom the streets belonged to.


Working as a journalist with a phone and a new GoPro camera, I slowly made my way toward the front of the crowd. Some of the protesters recognized me. They glared and whispered in the ears of their comrades. Luis Enrique Marquez looked right at me. The 48-year-old Rose City Antifa member has been arrested so many times at violent protests in Portland over the past few years that he no longer bothers to wear a mask. Still, I ignored the stares and continued forward. By this point, the crowd’s chants had changed.


“No hate! No fear!” they began shouting.


Before I made it much farther, someone—or something—hit me hard in the back of the head. I was nearly knocked to the ground from the impact. Never having been in a fight, I naively asked myself in the moment: “Did someone just trip and fall into me?” Before I could turn around to look, a sea of bodies dressed in black surrounded me. In the background, I could still hear the crowd chant, “No hate!”


Ironically, all I saw next—and felt—was the pure embodiment of hatred.


Staring at an amorphous mob of faceless shadows, I froze. Suddenly, clenched fists repeatedly struck my face and head from all directions. My right knee buckled from the impact. The masked attackers wore tactical gloves—gloves hardened with fiberglass on the knuckles. It’s likely some of them used brass knuckles as well. I put my arms up to surrender, but this only signaled to them to beat me more ferociously. Someone then snatched my camera—my evidence. I desperately tried but failed to hold on to it. The masked thief melted into the crowd, a function of the “black bloc.” Another person ran up and kicked me twice in the groin. Someone bashed me on the head from behind with a stiff placard or sign.


The attack left me dazed and bloodied. I was bleeding from my ear and had open gashes all over my face. My eyes were beginning to swell with blood. I thought the beating was over, but next came the hailstorm of “milkshakes,” eggs, and other hard objects at my face and head.


The mob roared in laughter as I stumbled away. A crowd of cameramen surrounded and followed me. I thought they were going to offer to help, but they just took photos and video.


“F—king owned, bitch!” shouted a local transsexual antifa militant and a member of the Satanic Portland Antifascists.1 I walked away, half blinded, to the county courthouse across Lownsdale Square before losing my balance. Later, in the emergency room of the Oregon Health and Science University hospital, I found out my brain was hemorrhaging.


Outside of the Multnomah County Justice Center, the building that houses the Central Police Precinct, the Sheriff’s Office, and courtrooms, I was nearly killed by a violent mob. At no point did police intervene to help. Mobile phone footage recorded by Jim Ryan, a news reporter with the Oregonian—Portland’s newspaper of record—captured part of the beating.


While I was in the emergency room, the video was being watched hundreds of thousands of times on social media. My name began to trend on Twitter across the United States, even though most people had no idea who I was. Even liberal mainstream media outlets like the New York Times, the BBC, and CNN could not ignore what happened. In contrast to the narrative Americans had been sold that antifa are merely “anti-fascists,” the video showed a mob of mask-clad extremists beating a journalist in the middle of a major American city with impunity. It confirmed what some had been warning for years: antifa is a violent extremist movement that attacks all kinds of targets under the guise of “anti-fascism.”


Though my assault that day received national and international attention, I was hardly the only one to be brutally attacked. Adam Kelly, 37, was hit from behind with an overhead swing by several masked militants as he attempted to help an older man being beaten on the ground next to the Pioneer Courthouse. One of Kelly’s attackers used a baton to strike him on the head. The impact could actually be heard on video. Kelly’s head injury required twenty-five staples to close. He and I were treated in the same emergency department, but we didn’t know it at the time. He was lucky to survive.


Gage Halupowski, a 24-year-old Portland resident, was convicted and sentenced for the attack against Kelly. To date, he remains one of the very few antifa extremists in the United States sentenced to prison time. Tellingly, antifa groups refer to him as a “political prisoner.”2


In total, eight were injured that day. Three, including myself, required hospitalization. Rose City Antifa, the Portland antifa group, claimed responsibility for the attacks.


“The events of this weekend are what we mean by community defense,” the organization said in a statement on its website.3 “This is exactly what should happen when the far-right attempts to invade our town.” This was a rare moment of honesty for an antifa organization that otherwise spreads disinformation and propaganda. If it isn’t clear yet, violence is a feature, not a bug, of antifa’s ideology. In fact, they venerate violence. Since 2015, untold numbers of victims, including other journalists, have been doxed, beaten, robbed, or killed by antifa militants. Few of them receive media attention—or justice.


For whatever reason, the violence on June 29, 2019, in Portland became one of the watershed moments that brought national attention to antifa violence and the left-wing politicians who enabled it despite many people having been victimized before me. For example, two Marine reservists visiting Philadelphia in November 2018 were jumped after being mistaken for Proud Boys by antifa. Alejandro Godinez and Luis Torres, who are Latino, told investigators they were called racial slurs during the unprovoked attack and robbery. Tom Keenan, Thomas Massey, and Joseph Alcoff were later arrested after they were identified in a video recorded earlier in the day at a nearby antifa protest.4 Alcoff is the son of a feminist professor and worked as a progressive Democratic lobbyist in Washington, DC.5


Those attacks flew under the radar at the federal level, but President Donald Trump finally weighed in soon after my attack. “Portland is being watched very closely,” Trump wrote on Twitter. “Hopefully the Mayor will be able to properly do his job!”6


Part of the city resembled a failing state that day, with masked thugs patrolling the streets openly and freely with weapons. The authorities were unable to secure order and protect citizens per commands that limit police engagement with left-wing protesters and rioters. This has been the norm in the City of Roses.


In fact, the normalization of antifa violence in Portland could be summed up in how a local left-wing journalist described the events of June 29. Even with all the violence, now—Washington Post writer Katie Shepherd called it “mostly unremarkable.”7 She was actually right, just not in the way she meant. Political violence involving antifa extremists had become so routine in the city that by 2019 the near-killing of three citizens was considered a banality. But what happened in Portland didn’t stay there. Nor did the violence end at severe head injuries. As antifa continue to be whitewashed and ignored and their existence denied, their appeal and membership grow. So does their adherents’ willingness for violence. After months of coronavirus lockdowns in early 2020, race riots erupted in May in response to the death of George Floyd during an arrest by Minneapolis police. In the name of Black Lives Matter (BLM) and with the help of antifa, rioters and looters torched buildings, raided stores, and attacked law enforcement in dozens of cities. This resulted in over two dozen deaths.


Despite what was happening before our eyes, left-wing politicians and media denied antifa played a role. House Judiciary Committee chairman Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) called the movement “imaginary” during a congressional debate.8 And even though the public could plainly see masked militants openly planning and carrying out riot operations, we were still told there is “no evidence” of organized antifa.


“Who caused the violence at protests? It wasn’t antifa,” declared one gaslighting Washington Post “fact-checker” analysis, for example.9


In 2018, I was one of the few journalists writing about antifa and warning the public about what was happening in Portland. I had only been a journalist for a few years, and my older mentors in the field told me to pick a new beat. “Antifa is an old story. They’re irrelevant. Move on,” I was told by one trusted editor. Against their advice, I continued writing and speaking about the subject. Thanks to brave editors and producers at the Wall Street Journal and Fox News, respectively, my reporting was given a large national audience.


What my mentors failed to see at the time was antifa’s sophisticated strategy to destabilize society using propaganda, radicalization, violence, and even electoral politics. It was always wrong to reduce antifa to a ragtag group of street hooligans. Behind their violence is a plan to destroy the nation-state, America in particular, to bring about a revolution that leads to their vision of utopia. In 2020, the country experienced a taste of this when a relatively small group of committed radicals incited and carried out massive damage to life and property in the name of “anti-racism”.


ON AUGUST 4, 2020, I gave testimony to the U.S. Congress about the threat antifa poses to American life and liberty. I was invited to speak by Texas Republican senator Ted Cruz, who chairs the Senate Subcommittee on the Constitution. I came with a nonpartisan message. Being a Portlander who has reported extensively on antifa for years and witnessing their daily violence firsthand, I knew that local and federal authorities weren’t taking the threat seriously. Not only had it led to preventable deaths, anitfa militants were now openly organizing uprisings from coast to coast.


I knew that the high-profile nature of giving testimony to the Senate meant that I would be subject to another round of death threats. But I couldn’t ignore the opportunity to speak with Democrats for once. The threat of antifa cannot be solved through just one party.


Hawaii senator Mazie Hirono, one of the highest-level Asian American politicians, cochairs the subcommittee with Senator Cruz. I wrote my remarks hoping she and her Democratic colleagues would understand, even just a little, that antifa are not simply “anti-fascist” as they claim. I cited evidence from court documents, government press releases, law enforcement, and my own research to show that antifa are violent and seeks to destabilize the United States through domestic terrorism. My comments were ignored by the Democrats. Not one asked me any questions or even acknowledged my presence there. Senator Hirono for her part repeated headlines from the Guardian and other leftist sources that erroneously say that antifa have “killed no one.”10 Before the three-hour hearing was over, she stormed out of the room. “I hope this is the end of this hearing, Mr. Chairman, and that we don’t have to listen to any more of your rhetorical speeches,” Hirono told Senator Cruz when he asked her if she would denounce antifa.11 At that point, no other Democrats were in the hearing. They had either physically left or logged out if they were attending virtually. A few weeks later, antifa militant Michael Reinoehl went on to kill in Portland.


UNMASKED IS THE end result of years of reporting on antifa, even before I understood what they were. It has taken me on the streets of Portland, Seattle, New York, London, and more. As any good journalist should know, you don’t want to become part of the story. However, whether I wanted to or not, antifa decided to make me part of their story. After my 2019 beating, I became antifa’s public enemy number one. They’ve sent me death threats, stalked me, and even showed up at my family’s home on several occasions. They have threatened to shoot me and to set me on fire. They’ve released my exact whereabouts in real time on social media. They’ve threatened my friends. The criminal threats are reported to local police, but no one is ever held accountable.


By 2020, antifa grew to become a near-household name in the United States following months of street violence and property destruction. President Trump moved to have his administration treat them as a domestic terrorist organization after promising to do so for a year. Predictably, this prompted a new wave of countless reports, op-eds, and essays defending or whitewashing antifa.


Few of the people who write about them actually know what this movement is and what its goals are. In fact, misconceptions, misinformation, and disinformation abound about antifa in both left-wing and right-wing media. On the right, antifa are portrayed as street hooligans—violent but also weak, gender-confused “soy” boys and girls. On the left, they are characterized as brave heroes who defend their communities against white supremacists and fascists. Neither side captures what antifa fully are nor the true threat they pose to liberal democracy and the American republic.


So, what exactly are the “antifa,” and what do they want? Antifa—pronounced “an-tee-fa” and short for “anti-fascist”—is a relatively new American phenomenon, but their ideology and violent strategies have been honed and refined for decades in Europe. Simply put, antifa are an ideology and movement of radical pan-leftist politics whose adherents are mainly militant anarchist communists or collectivist anarchists. A smaller fraction of them are socialists who organize through political groups like the Democratic Socialists of America and others. Labels aside, their defining characteristics are a militant opposition to free markets and the desire to destroy the United States and its institutions, culture, and history. Contrary to what many on the right believe, they are not liberal, though that does not mean they haven’t made inroads in transforming and radicalizing the Democratic Party.


What unites this group of leftists is its opposition to so-called fascism, though importantly, what is defined as fascism is left wide open. This is intentional as it allows antifa to justify all manner of violence and extremism in the name of opposing “fascism.” However, not all of its followers participate in violence. In fact, most don’t and instead work on delegitimizing liberal democracy and the nation-state through “charity” and relentless propaganda. Since Trump’s election win, the manifestation of antifa in the United States and Canada (and to a lesser extent in other Western countries) has mutated into a unique contemporary breed of violent left-wing extremism. Influenced by BLM, intersectionality, and other vogue left-wing theories from academe, American antifa have become a more virulent strain that appeals to the mainstream left.


Antifa are no longer a fringe group of radicals wreaking havoc in a handful of cities in America. They’ve seen tremendous success through finding fellow travelers in education, journalism, the legal profession, and politics. The United States is being attacked in all directions by a movement few understand or recognize.


The political street violence involving antifa in the United States serves as a harbinger of American society—the canary in the coal mine of our coming disorder—even possible civil war—if we allow their actions and ideology to be further normalized. American media constantly warn us about the rise of right-wing violence and the lethal threat posed by white supremacy. No honest person denies there are indeed violent far-right militants in the United States, as documented by federal law enforcement, but their numbers and influence are grossly exaggerated by biased media. Antifa receive a tiny fraction of the news coverage of the far right, and yet I would argue their increasingly violent tactics and ideology pose just as much, if not more, of a threat to the future of American liberal democracy. In these pages, I will show why.


Through analysis of never-before-seen antifa documents, Unmasked reveals some of the key players behind this movement and the strategy they’ve developed to recruit, train, and radicalize followers and the public. Street violence is only one part of their planned revolution. We ignore or whitewash antifa at liberty’s peril.
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Antifa brawl with right-wingers in the middle of a street in downtown Portland on June 30, 2018. Photo: Chelly Boufferrache
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A tweet by the Colorado Springs Antifa
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A Portland bronze statue of George Washinton was toppled by BLM-antifa rioters in June 2020. Photo: Andy Ngo





















CHAPTER 1



Insurgency


IN MAY 2020, when much of the American population was still under compulsory stay-at-home orders due to the coronavirus pandemic, Black Lives Matter (BLM), with the aid of antifa, moved into action.


George Floyd’s death on May 25, 2020, in the custody of Minneapolis police officers ignited an already volatile anti-police political climate set in place by the recent deaths of two other black men. Antifa groups and accounts on social media played a key role in amplifying false narratives and outright lies about these men in support of BLM.


On May 6, 2020, Indianapolis police shot and killed 21-year-old Dreasjon “Sean” Reed. That day, Reed recorded a livestream of himself fleeing police in a high-speed car chase. The Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department said they tried to pull him over for reckless driving before he sped off.12 Reed’s Facebook livestream showed him armed with a distinctive gold-and-black pistol during the chase. At some point, Reed pulled over and continued to run on foot; his gun can be seen tucked under his waistband. After an exchange of fire, Reed was shot dead by a police officer, who is also black. Reed’s death and edited video clips were used as propaganda to incite anger and hatred online. On the petition website Change.org, a campaign was started to “demand justice” for Reed.


“Yesterday, excessive use of violence ended the life of [an] unarmed man by the name of Sean Reed,” the page read.13 “I, and all who sign this agree that those officers should be charged with murder, because it fits the definition of the word.”


The campaign garnered over 100,000 signatures. On Twitter, tweets claiming Reed was unarmed and “murdered in cold blood” went viral. The falsehood was amplified by a network of left-wing influencers with millions of followers, such as teen gun control advocate David Hogg.14 And per usual, media stories poured fuel on the fire by leaving out key details in news story ledes and printing old photos of Reed rather than recent ones showing him proudly engaging in illegal activities. Even worse, news reports failed to mention that one of his last uploaded videos showed him committing a drive-by shooting with a handgun matching the one he used against police.15


Facts be damned, the public narrative was the familiar refrain that an innocent black person had been brutally murdered by racist, bloodthirsty police. For days, demonstrators gathered in Indianapolis to protest law enforcement.16 Anti-lockdown protesters had been threatened with fines and even jail time by mayors and governors for violating public gathering rules. Yet no one took issue with the massive crowds of people demonstrating in the name of BLM.


The narrative around Reed’s death, with the aid of biased media, was used as the groundwork for exploiting American sensitivities on race. On the fringe left, antifa-aligned accounts on social media saw an opportunity to use his death as fodder for police hatred. It worked. Around the same time, activist networks began blasting a short segment of a video that showed Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old black male, being shot by a white father and son vigilante duo in Glynn County, Georgia.


Gregory and Travis McMichael said they suspected Arbery of being a returning burglar in their neighborhood. They accosted Arbery on the street while waiting for police to arrive. Video recorded of the street confrontation showed Arbery rushing in and fighting Travis, who was armed with a shotgun. Arbery is then shot and killed. The incident occurred on February 23, 2020—months earlier—but the release of the video in May and the narrative that Arbery was a jogger who was murdered for being black reignited a national crisis on race and policing.


Though Arbery’s death did not directly involve police, Gregory, the father, was a retired law enforcement officer. Local prosecutors did not bring charges against the men, though following the release of the video and street protests, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation arrested the pair on charges of felony murder and aggravated assault. Again, antifa accounts saw an opening to spread disinformation about the case to radicalize the public toward their cause. Photos of a man at a small 2016 Ku Klux Klan march in Georgia were misidentified as Gregory McMichael. The posts circulated in viral posts on Twitter and Facebook, leading Georgia Followers, a popular news and culture site, to tweet the photo and a false news report to its 1.5m followers.17 (The story was later removed from the site instead of properly noted as being factually incorrect in an editor’s note.)


The American public was now primed for mass resistance and violence against law enforcement. Glued to social media due to lockdown orders, all they needed was a reason to get out. That reason came in the death of George Floyd Jr. on May 25, 2020.


Floyd, a 46-year-old black man with an extensive criminal history, died while being arrested by police in Minneapolis after allegedly using counterfeit money. Shocking video recorded at the scene showed Officer Derek Chauvin pressing his knee on Floyd’s neck while he repeatedly stated that he couldn’t breathe. Three other officers stood nearby.


Floyd became unresponsive and died. The Hennepin County medical examiner found that he died as a result of the “combined effects of… being restrained by the police, his underlying health conditions and any potential intoxicants in his system.”18 There was no evidence found of traumatic asphyxia or strangulation in the county’s autopsy. It was later revealed that Floyd’s blood contained a fatal level of fentanyl.19


The reaction to the video was swift and unprecedented. Condemnation over the officers’ conduct poured in from the political left and right. Within twenty-four hours, all four police officers were fired from the Minneapolis Police Department. Chauvin was charged with third-degree murder (later upgraded to second-degree murder) and second-degree manslaughter. His ex-colleagues, J. Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane, and Tou Thao, were arrested and charged with aiding and abetting second-degree murder. The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Department of Justice announced investigations into Floyd’s death.


Though the legal process was moving at lightning speed, others saw Floyd’s death as an opportunity to push through an ambitious political agenda to spark uprisings against the state and its institutions. The wall-to-wall coverage of Floyd’s death along with online agitations by race-baiters sparked mass protests that devolved into some of the worst rioting seen in Minneapolis’s history. From May 26 to 29, the city was convulsed by massive riots that reduced neighborhoods to rubble. But the process, from window breaking to the wholesale looting and destruction of buildings, is not always as organic as it appears. In fact, the riots in Minneapolis and other cities give insight into the workings of antifa’s riot plans and how they manipulate large mobs into doing their bidding.


THE FIRST BUILDING to be torched in Minneapolis was the AutoZone store on East Lake Street, adjacent to the Third Police Precinct, the site of early violence the previous day. One viral video recorded at the store showed a male dressed head to toe in black breaking windows one by one using a sledgehammer. He was wearing a gas mask and carrying a black umbrella, a tactic appropriated by antifa from Hong Kong protesters to block cameras. He spray-painted “Free shit for everyone zone” on the doors of the AutoZone. According to an affidavit written by an investigator in the Minneapolis Police Department weeks later, the looting and fire that followed “set off a string of fires and looting throughout the precinct and the rest of the city.”20


Sgt. Erika Christensen wrote: “Until the actions of the person your affiant has been calling ‘Umbrella Man,’ the protests had been relatively peaceful. The actions of this person created an atmosphere of hostility and tension.”21


Videos captured at the scene in the evening showed the auto parts store entirely engulfed in flames. Soon after, a Target store in the area was broken into and looted. Rioters were seen sprinting in and leaving with trolleys filled with electronics, shoes, and clothing. Others used hammers to break into cash registers and safes. A woman in a wheelchair who tried to block an exit of the store to slow looters was beaten by a mob and sprayed with a fire extinguisher.


Police did not respond to the scene.


The violence in that part of the city quickly spread to the rest of Minneapolis. Overnight, dozens of businesses were vandalized, looted, and destroyed. An affordable housing unit that was under construction was set on fire, becoming fully engulfed in flames that reached high into the sky. The heat from the fires “melted” nearby cars. By morning, some thirty businesses had been vandalized or destroyed.


But the violence was far from over. Like clockwork, it repeated again even as Mayor Jacob Frey, a demure Democrat, declared a state of emergency in the city on the third day of unrest. O’Reilly’s, another auto parts store, was targeted by a small group of masked vandals dressed in black who broke windows. After that, other rioters ransacked and ultimately destroyed the store.


As businesses were looted throughout the city, rioters surrounded the Minneapolis Police Third Precinct. The mob was so large the mayor gave an evacuation order to the officers trying to defend the station. After they fled in vehicles, the mob promptly stormed the building and set it on fire. Some even made it out with stolen police equipment. For hours, the city burned and citizens experienced what true anarchy and chaos looked like. The state could not or would not protect its citizens, leaving business and property owners in particular to fend for themselves.


As violence continued for the fourth day in Minneapolis and began to spread to dozens of other American cities, I was immediately drawn to images of mysterious masked vandals dressed in black breaking windows. In the grand scheme of mass riots, broken windows seem minor, but as noted by the Minneapolis Police affidavit, the act set off a “chain reaction” that led to looting and arson. Think of it as James Wilson and George Kelling’s “broken windows theory” in a different context. Antifa know the effect that smashed windows, breached businesses, and fires have on crowd mentality. Each act serves as blood in the water. It can turn protesters into rioters. That’s why antifa teach this in their literature that is disseminated widely online and in real life.


In the extreme anarchist literature think tank known as “CrimethInc,” one of their most popular manuals is “Why We Break Windows: The Effectiveness of Political Vandalism.” The booklet, available free to print as an online PDF file, argues breaking windows is an act of protest against capitalism, white supremacy, and the police, and should be actively practiced:




To smash a shop window is to contest all the boundaries that cut through this society: black and white, rich and poor, included and excluded. Most of us have become inured to all this segregation, taking such inequalities for granted as a fact of life. Breaking windows is a way to break this silence, to challenge the absurd notion that the social construct of property rights is more important than the needs of the people around us.22





If this sounds familiar, it’s because in 2020 numerous mainstream left-wing commentators began criticizing the very notion of property rights. “Destroying property, which can be replaced, is not violence,” said New York Times reporter Nikole Hannah-Jones in a CBS News interview in June 2020.23 Hannah-Jones won a Pulitzer Prize for her involvement in the error-laden “1619 Project” in the New York Times Magazine, which argues that America’s true founding is in its enslavement of Africans. BLM cofounder Alicia Garza had earlier stated this sentiment.


“We don’t have time to finger-wag at protesters about property. That can be rebuilt. Target will reopen. The stores will reopen. That’s assured. What is not assured is our safety and real justice,” Garza said in an interview in New Yorker magazine in June 2020.24


The word “violence” is being systematically remade to conform to their worldview. Looting and arson aren’t violence, they argue. And yet physical violence directed at their opponents is also not violence but rather “self-defense.”


The CrimethInc manual on breaking windows goes on to explain that taxpaying businesses are fair game to target because that ends up hurting police, who rely on public funding. The intellectualizing of their arguments tries to mask the ruthlessness of their worldview. They don’t care whom they harm, what livelihoods they destroy, as long as it furthers their political agenda.


And if the sociopathy of the booklet wasn’t clear enough, the anonymous author argues that, at the end of the day, window smashing creates work opportunities for laborers who otherwise would be wasting their time doing something else. “Anyone who truly desires to see an end to property destruction should hasten to bring about the end of property itself. Then, at last, the only reason to break windows would be thrill seeking,” the manual states.25


In the days after the riots broke out first in Minnesota and then elsewhere, a flurry of headlines sought to discredit Attorney General William Barr and President Trump, who stated that there was some evidence for antifa involvement in the riots.


“As Trump blames antifa, protest records show scant evidence,” declared the Associated Press.26


“Federal arrests show no sign that antifa plotted protests,” echoed a New York Times report.27


These headlines filtered down through dozens of other reports and into the mouths of left-wing commentators on television. What the writers of these reports seemed not to understand is that antifa is a phantom movement by design. It is leaderless and structured to be functional through small, independent organizations, known as affinity groups, and individuals. Only the ideology needs to be propagated for lone wolves or groups to be inspired. Part of that ideology involves extensive training on “digital security,” that is, using encrypted tools, apps, and web browsers to completely evade detection by authorities and others. It is no surprise that scant evidence materialized in the early days of the investigations into accused rioters. Antifa are trained to hide their political affiliations.


As demonstrated with window breaking, it only takes a small group of people—even just one person—to set off a chain reaction. It makes sense that the overwhelming majority of those arrested at random are not aligned with antifa ideology. They don’t need to be in order to play a role in the riots. The smashing of businesses’ windows serves as an open invitation to opportunist looters and rioters to wreak havoc. That’s the genius of antifa’s riot strategy: they only have to light the match.


Uprisings


While many recoiled at the shocking scenes of violence in Minnesota, a segment of the American population expressed open support for the riots. The Minnesota Freedom Fund (MFF), a far-left organization, raked in over $35 million in donations with the help of celebrities like Drake, Chrissy Teigen, and Steve Carell.28 (The MFF later admitted to only spending $200,000 on bail bonds.29)


Antifa groups across the United States expressed support for the Minnesota riots. “Solidarity from NYC to all the real folx in Minneapolis tonight!” tweeted New York City Antifa on May 27, 2020.30 Antifa Seven Hills, an antifa group based in Richmond, Virginia, tweeted out donation links for protesters and rioters in Minneapolis.31 The Portland chapter of the Youth Liberation Front (YLF), a new antifa group, tweeted, “From Portland to Minneapolis, for youth liberation! We will see you on the streets.”32 Their tweet included emojis of a black flag and fire.


Seeing the resounding success of the riots in Minnesota and given the support from media elites, these and other antifa groups across the United States began to organize their own “solidarity” riots. On May 28, 2020, the Colorado Springs Anti-Fascists tweeted an announcement that it was organizing three days of “solidarity actions” at the state capitol.


“You DON’T have an excuse not to go. If you’re watching the riot porn, you owe Minneapolis radicals a favor by standing in solidarity with them. #ACAB,” they tweeted. Similarly, antifa in Portland plastered posters across the city announcing a “I can’t breathe” protest for May 29 also in “solidarity with Minneapolis.” The YLF promoted the event on Twitter and picked up additional steam with promotion on an antifa blog named It’s Going Down.33 “Solidarity” sounds benign, but it is a far-left dog whistle for repeating the same direct action. In this case, violence.


The choice to call the violence in Minneapolis “riot porn” also provides a window into the antifa worldview. That’s how they view the destruction, looting, and carnage that destroy lives and result in deaths. In Minneapolis, an alleged looter was shot dead by a pawn shop owner whose business suffered serious damaged during the riots. Two months later, a charred body was discovered in the ashes of another business that was burned down during the riots.


In Oakland, an officer with the Federal Protective Service was killed while protecting federal property. Dave Patrick Underwood, 53, died and a second officer was injured in a drive-by shooting. Steven Carrillo, who is Hispanic, was later charged for the shootings. He is accused of being part of the boogaloo movement, a fringe anti-government movement wrongly described as “far-right” in the media. In fact, boogaloo followers have much in common with antifa in that they seek to accelerate mass anti-government violence in order to destabilize the state.


In St. Louis, Missouri, David Dorn, a 77-year-old retired police captain, was killed by looters. In Davenport, Iowa, Italia Marie Kelly, 22, was shot in the back and killed after leaving a protest. Her younger sister recorded an emotional Facebook video blaming protesters for the violence. “A protester shot my sister! A protester!” she cried. “You are so mad at the police that you are hurting everyone else.”34 After fourteen days of riots, there were at least nineteen dead.35 Most of the victims were black.


The scale of the destruction to neighborhoods in Minneapolis and other cities after each night of rioting is truly difficult to overstate. Videos recorded the morning after showed scenes reminiscent of Syria or Yemen. In Minneapolis, entire buildings laid in waste on the ground, leaving behind burned-out frames. But antifa members salivated at these scenes of mayhem. By their own admission, they wanted the fires to continue.


“We are on the verge of a global revolution that can finally rid the world of police, along with the systems of anti-blackness and capitalism they uphold,” tweeted the New York chapter of the Revolutionary Abolitionist Movement (RAM) on June 2, 2020. The group identifies as a revolutionary anarchist organization “fighting for a stateless, anti-capitalist, and prison-free world.”36


On September 4, 2020, they spearheaded a march through lower Manhattan carrying a banner that read “Death to America.” They then smashed the windows of numerous properties and businesses.37 Like antifa elsewhere, they were dressed in black bloc and used large umbrellas to shield one another when they were vandalizing property. Within a short time, they did $100,000 in damages. One of the eight arrested at the riot was from Portland.


Though lesser known and without “antifa” in the name, RAM is in fact an antifa group. It has even articulated its political agenda in ten points—the clearest articulation published by any antifa organization.38 Point one: “Liberation will be won by any means necessary.” “By any means necessary” is adopted by many extreme left-wing groups as a dog whistle to their members that violence is a necessary part of their agenda. Point two: “We will destroy the state, police, military, corporations, and all those who run the American plantation.” Antifa and far-left groups intentionally use words related to slavery to radicalize those sympathetic to their message. They believe that Americans, particularly nonwhites, are still “enslaved” because of work, capitalism, and the criminal justice system. Points three through nine dictate that they will abolish free markets, property ownership, the rule of law, and national borders. But the most chilling part is the final step: “Militant networks will defend our revolutionary communities. Liberation begins where America dies.”


Before May 2020, I never thought antifa could ever come close to achieving this goal. I am asked often in interviews: “Do you think antifa will win?” I always say no—if winning means their ultimate goal of abolishing America. The United States has the strongest military in the world, a robust rule of law, and a strong civil society. If Yemen is on one end as a failed state, the United States is on the other. And yet, as the riots broke out in late May, I began to wonder if I needed to reevaluate my position. For the first time in my life, I witnessed major American metropolises struggle and fail with protecting the most basic right of citizens: the right to life and property. For days on end, those victimized by rioters never received help even as they repeatedly called 911. Further events in Seattle, Portland, and elsewhere demonstrate the balkanization of geographic areas into “no-go zones” for police and outsiders.


The riots in Minneapolis and other cities in May were also used to set a new precedent, a new normal for America. Anytime there is a police-involved shooting of a black person, no matter the circumstances, the response will be mass violence.


On June 12, 2020, Rayshard Brooks, a 27-year-old black man in Atlanta with a criminal history, passed out drunk in the drive-through lane of a Wendy’s restaurant. Two responding officers from the Atlanta Police Department (APD), Garrett Rolfe and Devin Brosnan, woke Brooks and spoke cordially with him for about forty minutes. When Brooks’s blood alcohol level showed he was intoxicated, the officers attempted to handcuff him. Brooks brawled with the officers and stole a taser from Rolfe. Brooks fired the taser at the officer before he was shot. Brooks died at hospital. The following day, Rolfe was fired by APD and Brosnan was placed on leave. Despite Brooks assaulting police, stealing a weapon, attempting an escape, and firing a taser at one of the officers, Rolfe was charged with murder, five counts of aggravated assault, and other charges by the district attorney. Brosnan was charged with aggravated assault. If Rolfe is convicted, he may face the death penalty in Georgia.


Like clockwork, Brooks was made into the next BLM and antifa martyr, even though he had an extensive criminal history that included domestic violence, theft, child cruelty, and more.39 One day after the shooting, BLM rioters amassed at the Wendy’s where Brooks was killed. They burned down the restaurant and set fire to cars in the area. For weeks, they shut down nearby streets using makeshift barriers. Some of the rioters patrolled their zone armed with rifles. Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms and the city tolerated the lawlessness in the name of racial justice. And tragically, as in the George Floyd riots, another innocent person was killed. This time, it was a child. On July 4, 2020, 8-year-old Secoriea Turner was shot and killed in a car that was attempting to turn around in the occupied protest area near the Wendy’s.40 Julian Conley, a black male, is the suspect in the homicide.


By mid-August 2020, mass BLM and antifa violence broke out yet again in the Midwest. In Kenosha, Wisconsin, a former auto-manufacturing center, Jacob Blake was shot by police after fighting with cops in a residential area. He had shrugged off being hit with a taser round and reached inside his vehicle, where there was a knife. This was all caught on camera. Blake, who is black, had a warrant issued for his arrest by the Wisconsin Circuit Court for a felony sex crime and other charges related to domestic abuse. The criminal complaint for that May 2020 incident accuses Blake of raping a woman with his hand in front of her child.41 According to police scanner audio on August 23, officers responded to the same woman’s residence after she called 911 and said Blake was at her home again. Blake’s criminal history also includes assaulting police, resisting arrest, carrying a firearm while intoxicated, and use of a dangerous weapon.42 Even though he survived the shooting, the response was again mass carnage and looting in the streets of Kenosha. Democratic vice presidential candidate Kamala Harris later visited Blake and said she was “proud of him.”43


When rioting first broke out at the scene of Blake’s shooting, rioters threw rocks and bricks at police, hitting one in the head and knocking him out. The city declared a state of emergency, but it did nothing to quell the violence. Masked BLM-antifa rioters set the Kenosha County Courthouse and nearby city dumpster trucks on fire. The sky was bright from flames and billowing smoke. Rioters then set a car lot on fire. Those flames spread next door to the Bradford Community Church, a Unitarian Universalist church that displayed “Black Lives Matter” on its signage.


Businesses were looted through the night, and numerous other buildings, including a museum, suffered damage. One shocking video clip recorded by independent journalist Drew Hernandez showed rioters armed on the street stopping a Sheriff’s Department armored personnel carrier. Multiple gunshots can then be heard.44 Other video showed rioters picking up large chunks of concrete from the group to smash businesses and building windows.


The following day, Wisconsin governor Tony Evers, a Democrat, called in the National Guard. A county curfew went into immediate effect. But even that wasn’t enough. By nightfall, rioters, who were joined by antifa black bloc militants carrying umbrellas and shields, gathered near the courthouse and began attacking police with projectiles and firework explosives.


Rioters moved throughout the city, looting and smashing up a furniture store, a used car lot, and other businesses. As in Minneapolis, rioters burned down buildings after they were done robbing them. Among buildings torched to the ground were the Wisconsin Department of Corrections and the Danish Brotherhood Lodge. Elijah Schaffer, a conservative YouTube journalist who documents protests around the United States, says he instantly recognized antifa in the Kenosha riots.


“Black bloc were present in significant numbers,” Schaffer says.45 They waved an antifa flag and carried out shield formation tactics he witnessed in other cities. “Black bloc was largely responsible for lighting the Wisconsin Department of Corrections building on fire, which is now rubble. They broke off the wood barrier on the back door as well as started a fire near the front.”


Hernandez, one of the first journalists on the scene of the Kenosha riots, says he also recognized antifa. “It was the same tactics as Portland.”46 Antifa rioters dragged around stolen trash bins to start fires in the street. He says antifa militants enticed black youth to participate in violence by giving them supplies to start fires.


On the third night of rioting, it became deadly. A 17-year-old allegedly shot three people, killing two. Footage recorded by Hernandez and others showed Kyle Rittenhouse, who was armed with a semiautomatic rifle, being chased and attacked by several men. Rittenhouse appears to have shot the first man chasing him outside an auto store, killing him instantly. An armed mob then chased the teen down a street. When he tripped and fell to the ground, several people charged at him but were quickly shot in succession, on the videos. One masked man who was hitting him with a skateboard was shot in the chest. He fell over lifeless and was the second to die. Another man armed with a pistol rushed toward the teen. Rittenhouse shot him in the upper arm, causing a huge chunk of flesh to be blown off. Police responded minutes later after the shooting was already over. The teen shooting suspect was arrested the next day and charged with first-degree intentional homicide.


BEFORE OUR EYES, antifa and BLM-antifa were burning city after city. People died needlessly. Livelihoods were destroyed overnight. Those who said that these organizations could never achieve their goals in any significant way (myself included at one point) underestimated the speed at which antifa can work. With the momentum building, extremists began traveling to different cities.


One of them was Matthew Banta, a confirmed antifa militant connected to the Fox Valley Antifa group of northeastern Wisconsin. Using several monikers, such as “Commander Red,” Banta posted masked photos of himself engaging in antifa activities in Wisconsin. In the photos, he wears patches that have the insignia of antifa’s two flags logo.47 In early August 2020, Banta was part of a group of antifa who marched in Waupaca, Wisconsin. There, he allegedly aimed his loaded semiautomatic rifle at an officer before brawling with him and causing injuries.48 Photographs of Banta’s arrest show he was wearing an antifa patch.49 He was quickly released on a $10,000 cash bond for the felony charges. By the end of the month, Banta was in Green Bay, Wisconsin, at another violent BLM-antifa protest. Police say he brought a flamethrower, military-grade smoke grenades, fireworks, and antifa propaganda to the downtown protest, which was declared an unlawful assembly.50 Banta was with a group of people who were armed with bats. He was charged with obstructing an officer and two felony counts of bail jumping. Within less than forty-eight hours, he was bailed out again.


Banta wasn’t the only one who traveled around Wisconsin in response to the Jacob Blake shooting. Of the 175 arrested in Kenosha after a week of deadly unrest, 102 had addresses in other cities.51 Some of those people included extremists from the Pacific Northwest. Riot Kitchen, a Seattle group that provides food and supplies to rioters, drove a minivan, truck, and school bus to Kenosha. They were arrested by local and federal police. In their vehicles, officers found riot gear, illegal commercial-grade fireworks, controlled substances, and full gasoline canisters.52 Riot Kitchen was one of the pop-up antifa mutual aid groups I encountered when I was in Seattle in June 2020.53 In the largest city in the Pacific Northwest, militant antifa networks actually created their own separatist revolutionary commune. In a six-block zone close to downtown, far-left activists occupied an area where they said America ceased to exist. The Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone, or CHAZ, had its own declared territorial borders and private militia on guard.
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A National Lawyers Guild volunteer wears records police at a Portland antifa riot in 2018. Photo: Andy Ngo
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In Seattle, I was pointed out in a crowd. Photo: Andy Ngo





















CHAPTER 2



The World’s Newest Nation


ON JUNE 8, 2020, staff and officers of the Seattle Police Department (SPD) frantically loaded what they could from their East Precinct onto cars and a rented moving truck. The East Precinct is located in the heart of the Capitol Hill neighborhood in Seattle, a densely packed business and residential area popular with artists, leftists, and the city’s LGBTQ community.


For days, the neighborhood was marred by scenes of intense violence by rioters intent on overtaking the East Precinct similar to what was done to the Third Precinct in Minneapolis. Night after night, hundreds of antifa and BLM militants lined the streets, throwing rocks, concrete chunks, and incendiary devices at officers, leading to multiple injuries.54 By now, police were banned from using tear gas to disperse rioters. A few days prior, Police Chief Carmen Best relented to political pressure from the Mayor’s Office to ban the SPD from using the crowd control tool despite its effectiveness. Mayor Jenny Durkan, a Democrat and former U.S. Attorney in Washington state appointed by Barack Obama, had given numerous concessions to the far left in the wake of George Floyd’s death.


A week and a half prior, on May 30, 2020 multiple SPD cruisers were smashed and set on fire by rioters dressed in black bloc. In the chaos, some of the rioters stole weapons, including AR-15s, from the vehicles. There were no police in sight. Harrowing footage recorded at the scene showed a security guard for a local Fox News affiliate charging in with his handgun to disarm one of the militants who stole a rifle. The unnamed Marine Corps veteran did this twice, successfully taking back the stolen rifles from two black bloc militants.


Despite the ultraviolence of the Seattle riots, police were prohibited from using the best tool they had for crowd control: CS gas. Also known as tear gas, CS gas is used by law enforcement agencies around the world. As soon as one is exposed to the gas, which is dispersed from canisters, the eyes, nose, throat, and skin experience intense irritation. Through the course of my protest and riot reporting, I have been exposed to it at various times and intensities. I describe the feeling as walking into a plume of pepper. Each breath brings more pain. Fortunately, the extreme discomfort and irritation are temporary—the effects usually clear within about twenty minutes of leaving the area. It is favored by law enforcement because it works extremely well at clearing crowds and has a low chance of actual bodily injury compared to other tools, like batons. But the SPD were now banned from using it. Although a federal judge later suspended the ordinance, the directive from the city effectively prohibited its use. The consequences for police were severe: they suffered broken bones, eye injuries, and burns from rocks and IEDs thrown by mobs of rioters.


No longer able to push back the nightly onslaught from black-clad rioters in Capitol Hill and facing pressure from the mayor’s office to pull back, Seattle police boarded up and abandoned the East Precinct. Within hours, militant BLM and antifa protesters declared ownership of most of the neighborhood. They named their new six-block territory the Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone or CHAZ. (It was later renamed by some as Capitol Hill Occupied Protest, or CHOP.)


No laws or rules applied here except for one: “No cops allowed.”


Against all logic and reason, CHAZ was allowed by the city to run its course for more than three weeks. It was a large-scale experiment in anarchy, chaos, and brute-force criminality. Various Occupy-type protests have occurred across the United States since the original occupation in Manhattan in 2011, but CHAZ is noteworthy for taking control of such a large and densely populated territory. Toward the end of its twenty-four-day run, there were numerous assaults, robberies, an attempted rape, six shootings, and two homicides.


When the SPD evacuated from the station on June 8, 2020, masked protesters stole city property—barricades, fencing, and more—to create makeshift barriers. These barriers became the official walls around CHAZ. A movement that has border abolishment at the core of its ideology immediately set up its own border to keep out outsiders. To fortify their barricades, armed volunteer allies moved in. They operated as a private militia complete with their own uniforms.


“We need more people with guns at the CHAZ,” tweeted Seattle Antifacists.55 It received hundreds of retweets. Many of those who showed up wore patches to signal they were part of the Puget Sound John Brown Gun Club. The far-left militia-type organization is named after radical slavery-era abolitionist John Brown. It is a regional offshoot of the Redneck Revolt, a far-left militia. Conservative investigative media group Project Veritas infiltrated the North Carolina chapter of Redneck Revolt in 2018. An undercover journalist caught the group preparing for revolutionary armed conflict.56 These groups provide volunteer armed security for antifa and BLM events. In 2019, a member of the John Brown Gun Club carried out a firebombing attack on an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facility in Tacoma, Washington. He was killed by police.


Despite the group’s link to violent extremism, its armed members were celebrated in the CHAZ for “protecting” the residents. On the first night that police withdrew from Capitol Hill, masked militants harassed and assaulted the press. Brandi Kruse, a reporter with local news station Q13, was accosted and hit with an umbrella. One of the people who surrounded her was Nicholas James Armstrong, a transsexual antifa militant who uses the pseudonym “Nikki Jameson.” I recognized Armstrong immediately because she had threatened me for months online and at one point tried to rally people to my physical location when I was grocery shopping in Portland. Using numerous monikers like “@WABlackFlag,” Armstrong tweets extremist content in support of antifa. In January 2020, she wrote: “We can’t wait till someone gets sick of this guy’s [Andy Ngo] shit and rearranges his face proper. It’s inevitable really but the anticipation is killing us.”57


In 2019 Armstrong was legally barred from owning dangerous weapons, including guns, in King County, where Seattle is.58 Despite that, she was one of the armed security at CHAZ. I saw her patrolling the zone with a revolver on her hip.59


In Portland, I made the decision to go to CHAZ. There’s a lot of reporting one can do from a distance away, but at some point, it requires being on the ground. But I was scared. Terrified, actually. Ever since I was beat by antifa in June 2019, one of the debilitating psychological consequences is anxiety in crowds. I had never suffered from enochlophobia, a fear of crowds, but everything changed after the attack. For my own safety, I stopped documenting antifa riots and gatherings. I hated giving antifa what they wanted—fear—but they’ve made it very clear they want to beat me again and this time finish the job.


But a friend of mine urged me to go. CHAZ was spread out over six blocks. This was a large chunk of territory in contrast to the small, densely packed antifa riot zones in Portland. I thought about it and decided I couldn’t live in perpetual terror. I packed up a small suitcase filled with random black bloc–style clothing and departed for Seattle.


When I arrived and made my way past one of the “checkpoints,” a few of the guards looked at me. My heart sank with each step I took. I knew that if I was interrogated and my cover was blown, I would receive no help from police or anyone else. A source in the SPD had already warned me that they were instructed to stay out of CHAZ. I’d asked him, “What if there’s an emergency inside?” He replied that the victim would have to come out or be “brought out” for help. And just as quickly as the guards looked at me, they looked away. I was fully masked up in black bloc in the summer heat, so they viewed me as one of their own. I walked farther into the fortressed autonomous zone. A sign posted on one of the barriers read, “You are now leaving the USA.”


In the week I spent undercover at CHAZ, I was able to observe the operations that sustained the chaos for weeks. Although I wasn’t privy to the innermost details of “comrades” who’d been vetted, as leaders and organizers, I was trusted enough for them to occasionally let their guard down in conversations. In many ways, being at CHAZ was like being among jihadists. To each other, they showed a lot of care and camaraderie in the form of mutual aid, and compassion but opponents to their political agenda needed to be destroyed.


While there were many kinks in running their so-called autonomous zone (no running water was an issue), what was clear were the dedication and training some of the organizers had for “safety.” This was most visible in the security apparatus, which was responsible not just for providing armed guard at checkpoints but also for “de-escalating” fights and responding to emergencies. In short, they operated a lot like police but without professional training, or accountability.


The head of CHAZ’s security, at least for part of the time, at night was a short female called Creature. All the security volunteers used monikers when referring to one another. She wore a white helmet to be easily identifiable in crowds. Creature and the rest of her team communicated using walkie-talkie-type devices and earpieces. They were each assigned across various zones within CHAZ. Some of them openly carried weapons like rifles, handguns, batons, or knives. When I saw Creature, she was responding to a health crisis of one of CHAZ’s residents.


On a street intersection just outside one of the border checkpoints, an inconsolable, screaming woman sat on the ground. CHAZ security wanted to move her so that their vehicle could pass through the road. In fact, these medical crises became quite common at CHAZ as vagrants and others flocked to the zone’s tent encampment where free food was provided. Another person had allegedly overdosed earlier in the week and was transported to hospital by an ambulance.


Before Creature could get a handle on the screaming woman, she received another urgent call on her walkie-talkie. I couldn’t hear what was said, but she promptly left the area to rush to another part of CHAZ. I tried following her, but she melted into the crowd. At nighttime, brawls between residents were common. Security often tried to act as mediators, but they were usually unsuccessful.


The security team’s operating base was in the open-air eating section of the Rancho Bravo Tacos restaurant, where they had set up a large tent. The business seemingly allowed or tolerated CHAZ security to set up camp there in exchange for peace. Signs posted all over the base declared, “NO PHOTOS. NO VIDEOS.” A sign next to it listed Venmo names for cash donations for “medical and food supplies.” Another sign listed the contact information for the National Lawyers Guild, a far-left legal group that provides pro bono help for militant leftists and antifa.


Though CHAZ claimed to have no rules, what quickly developed was a complex code of conduct that varied from area to area within the zone and even with the time of day. For example, those in the garden area, who were mostly white, needed to make sure they did not “recolonize” the space. Signs around the gardens reminded people of this. There was even a separate garden for “black and Indigenous folks” after concerns arose over there being too many whites in the area. The gardens featured residents’ attempts at growing herbs and vegetables. Though freshly planted, most of the plants had wilted within a day or two.


On the outside, reports from legacy media outlets focused heavily on the alleged “block party” atmosphere of the occupation, repeating a talking point from Mayor Durkan. “The Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone #CHAZ is not a lawless wasteland of anarchist insurrection—it is a peaceful expression of our community’s collective grief and their desire to build a better world,” she tweeted on June 11, 2020.60 Durkan along with Governor Jay Inslee, both Democrats, had gone to great lengths to emphasize the “peaceful” nature of the occupation. In a CNN interview with Chris Cuomo, Durkan infamously said CHAZ could be a “summer of love.”61


Of course, when media crews arrived at the gates of CHAZ during the day, this might have been believable. In the daylight hours, they would have seen people having barbecues in the street. People would bring their children to make street art. Others walked their dogs. Ben and Jerry’s even set up a truck that passed out free ice cream scoops. Left-wing news site Daily Beast published a report by Kelly Weill headlined, “Local Businesses Love the ‘Domestic Terror’ Zone in Seattle, Actually.”62
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