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Russia at the time of Stalin’s birth

This chapter will cover:


	the Djugashvili family and the birth of Josif Stalin

	the extent of Russia and the diversity of the Russian people

	the rule of the Romanov dynasty of tsars

	the condition of the Russian people

	the early revolutionaries.



Russian society is similar to a colony of bees in which royalty is a natural necessity. Just as the colony of bees would cease to exist without a queen, so too would Russian society cease to exist without the Tsar.

August von Haxthausen, 1792–1866
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The Djugashvili family

On 17 May 1874, 24-year-old Vissarion Djugashvili married 16-year-old Ekaterina Geladze in Gori, a small town at the mouth of the River Kura in Georgia. Vissarion, or Beso as he was known, came from a family of former serfs and was a shoemaker by trade. He drank heavily and was a morose, evil-tempered man who easily turned to violence. Of peasant stock, his young wife Ekaterina, or Keke as family and friends called her, was hard working. The family was poor and Keke took in laundry and repaired clothes in order to earn extra money. They lived in a run-down house on the edge of the village that remains to this day and is now a tourist attraction. Their first two sons, Mikhail and Georgi, died in infancy and when Keke became pregnant for the third time, she prayed that her unborn child would survive and even promised that he would become a priest.

Josif Vissarionovich Djugashvili was born on 21 December 1879. His mother, who doted on her baby son, called him Soso. In later life he was to take the name Stalin, ‘Man of Steel’, and become one of the most evil tyrants in history. He was to lead his country into a period described by some historians as ‘years of impenetrable darkness’. In many ways, his monstrous crimes were to exceed even those of Adolf Hitler!

In order to appreciate the situation in Russia at the time of Stalin’s birth and the influences that dictated his life, it is necessary to be aware of the enormity of the country, its diversity, its system of government and the condition of the Russian people.
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Imperial Russia

THE GEOGRAPHY

[image: art]

Figure 1.1 Imperial Russia in the mid-nineteenth century.

Imperial Russia was by far the largest country in the world and covered one-eighth of the Earth’s inhabited area. Its vast land mass extended over 9,600 kilometres (5,966 miles) from eastern Europe across the Ural Mountains into Asia to finally reach the Bering Straits at the most eastern point of Siberia. From north to south, Russian territory stretched 3,300 kilometres (2,051 miles) from the Arctic Circle to the frontiers of Persia (present day Iran), Nepal and Mongolia. The Ural Mountains, running 2,200 kilometres (1,367 miles) from north to south, form a boundary separating Russia-in-Europe from Russia-in-Asia. The country’s terrain is diverse. In the north, where the winters are harsh and the lowest temperature ever recorded was –94 degrees centigrade, the landscape is frozen tundra of treeless plain. To the south lies the tiagra, a large forested area of coniferous spruce. Further south lies the steppes, a broad band of grassy plains that offers the most favourable conditions for settlement and agriculture. South of the steppes, the land becomes semi-desert. In contrast, a small area along the Black Sea coast is sub-tropical.

Russia was also a country of 120,000 rivers and numerous lakes. The longest rivers include the Volga, Dnepr, Don, Ob, Yenisey, Lena and Amur. The largest lake is the Caspian Sea. Approximately two-thirds of Russia’s border is bound by water. Although the country possessed immense mineral wealth, by the mid-nineteenth century it remained undeveloped.

THE PEOPLE

With a total population of some 69 million, Imperial Russia was made up of peoples of many different cultures and religions.

Note that Stalin was a Georgian, a people that only represented one per cent of the Russian population. It was also his native tongue and throughout his life he spoke Russian with a strong Georgian accent.

With a population of half a million, the capital of Imperial Russia was Saint Petersburg. Other large towns included Moscow, Warsaw, Kharkov, Kiev and Odessa whilst in remote Siberia, Omsk, Tomsk, Yakutsk and Vladivostok were the only towns of any size. Most ethnic Russians were Christian and belonged to the Russian Orthodox Church but there were also some 25 million Muslims and 5 million Jews.

Table 1.1 The peoples of imperial Russia (based on the census of 1897)
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THE TSAR AND THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY

Tsars of the House of Romanov had ruled Russia since 1613. As with the German Kaiser, the word tsar (which is sometimes spelt czar or tsar) is derived from the Latin Caesar and means an absolute monarch or dictator. In 1879, the year of Stalin’s birth, Russia was ruled by Tsar Alexander II. A plump and amiable man, he had carried out a number of education, local government and military reforms and by freeing the serfs (see below) had earned himself the title ‘Liberator Tsar’. Nevertheless, in 1881 terrorists assassinated him. His successor, Alexander III, was a very different sort of man. He reversed many of his father’s reforms and revived old methods of repression. It was during his reign that Russia began to industrialize and this created urban communities of industrial workers who suffered wretched working and living conditions. He died in 1894 and was succeeded by his son Nicholas II. As we shall see, Nicholas was to be the last of the Russian tsars. Nicholas was a weak man with no real sympathy with the liberal aspirations of the Russian people. His wife, formerly Princess Alexandra of Hesse-Darmstadt, was the granddaughter of Britain’s Queen Victoria.

The tsars were autocrats who ruled by themselves without consulting a parliament. They appointed ministers who were little more than obedient yes-men. What advice they sought came from court favourites who were drawn from the nobility and were mainly wealthy landowners. It became necessary for the tsars to run the country by employing a vast number of civil servants, the most senior of which became very powerful. Many practised nepotism by favouring their own relations and appointing them to senior positions. Most important, since it was his responsibility to ensure that the Russian people remained obedient to the tsar, was the Minister of the Interior. He was head of the much-feared secret police, the Third Section or Okhrana, as it became known. It would not tolerate any criticism, censored the press and aimed to seek out those opposed to the tsar. The Okhrana was responsible for sending thousands of innocent Russians into exile in Siberia.

Within the Russian social structure, the most privileged were the nobility. The majority were hereditary and they formed a ruling elite. Apart from controlling the lives of their serfs, many lived lives of great extravagance and paid no taxes. The middle class, such as it was, comprised professional people such as doctors, teachers and government officials. It also included businessmen such as tradesmen and shopkeepers. A few became quite wealthy but they possessed no political power and did not share the privileges of the nobility and Church.

THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND THE PRIESTHOOD

In addition to the nobility, the Russian Orthodox Church was another pillar of the establishment that supported the autocratic rule of the tsar. Whilst the tsar was the head of the Church, a committee, the Holy Synod, controlled it. The Holy Synod was headed by one of the tsar’s ministers who acted as overseer or procurator. The bishops and other high-ranking clergy kept a close watch on local priests to ensure that they showed due respect for the tsar and his autocratic rule and even went as far as to censor their sermons. The Church provided most of the schools but these only catered for the needs of the wealthy. The tsarist regime and the Church did not favour providing education for the masses since this might cause people to demand change. The priests made their living from church collections made in money or in kind made on saints and other holy days and the fees they charged for marriage and funeral services. The peasantry, who considered them idle and parasitical, despised them. As one critic said, ‘The priest takes from both the living and the dead’.

THE RUSSIAN PEASANTRY

Most Russians were peasants who struggled to make a living from their smallholdings. Prior to 1861, the majority had been serfs, a near slave status, which meant they were tied to the land on which they lived and worked and were, to all intents and purposes, the property of their landlords. In 1861, the situation changed when Tsar Alexander II passed a law that emancipated the serfs and made them free men. In a great many instances their position worsened since they had to buy their land and ended up with crippling burdens of debt. They and their families lived in appalling conditions. Apart from the occasional mining of coal, copper and precious metals and the manufacture of iron products, there was little industry. Like the landlords in the countryside, the few industrialists that existed were drawn from the Russian nobility. Their workmen worked excessively long hours for low and irregular wages and lived in slum urban conditions. The poet Ivan Krylov summed up the position of the downtrodden peasants and urban workers and he included a warning:

We are they,

Who digging deep beneath the light of day,

Keep you alive – or do the leaves not know? –

The roots of that same tree on which yourselves you grow

Then flaunt, the summer through,

And yet this difference between us keep in view!

When spring returns again, new leaves wave hither, thither,

But if but once the roots should wither,

The tree is gone, and so are you.

OPPOSITION AND THE GROWTH OF TERROR

It was to be expected that miserable working and living conditions and the injustices imposed by tsarist autocratic rule would lead to the growth of opposition. Some middle class intellectuals, and even a few from noble families, held liberal views and favoured change. The poet Alexander Pushkin observed, ‘God, what a sad country Russia is,’ whilst Leo Tolstoy used his novels to highlight the injustices and openly sympathized with the plight of the peasants.

As early as 1825, conspirators had tried to remove the tsar when a group of army officers in St Petersburg plotted an uprising. The Decembrists, as they were called, were betrayed by police spies and their leaders executed. Amongst the more idealistic Russian intellectuals were those who wished to stir the peasant masses into popular revolt in order to overthrow the tsarist regime and change the political system. These Populists, or Narodniks as they were called, gained little support by ‘going to the people’ but attracted the attention of the tsar’s secret police and thousands were arrested and sent into exile in Siberia. They next set up a terrorist organization, the People’s Will, and condemned the tsar to death. After several failed attempts, in 1881 Alexander II was assassinated when a bomb was thrown at his carriage.

Few men have had such an influence over the political destiny as the German-born Karl Marx (1818–83). In his Communist Manifesto written jointly in 1848 with his close associate Friedrich Engels, he called on the oppressed working people of the world, the proletariat, to unite in a class war against those who were exploiting them, the landowners and capitalists. He wrote:

Let the ruling classes tremble at a communist revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win. Workers of the world unite.

His Das Kapital, published in 1867, was a critical examination of the capitalist system and a statement of his own economic and social theories. Marxist ideas first spread to Russia in the 1880s and at a secret meeting in 1898, a Marxist Party, the Social Democratic Labour Party was formed with Vladimir Ulyanov (1870–1924), better known to the world as Lenin, as its leader.
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…and back to the Djugashvili family

As a child, the young Josif Djugashvili was regularly beaten by his father, suffered ill health and was prone to accidents. Although afterwards his face remained badly scarred by pockmarks, he survived smallpox but after being knocked down by a cart suffered blood poisoning that caused his arm to wither and become deformed. When the family moved to Tbilisi, Keke urged her husband to allow their son to become a priest but Beso would have none of it and, instead, Josif was made to leave school and become an apprentice shoemaker. In 1890, Beso died after being knifed in a brawl and was buried in a pauper’s grave. The death of his father meant that Josif could return to his studies. At school, he was teased because of his Georgian accent and poverty and he grew to resent the fact that lessons were taught in Russian and not in his native Georgian. In 1894 it seemed that he was about to fulfil his mother’s wish when he won a scholarship to a seminary in Tbilisi. A clean-cut youth, he worked hard at his studies but found the oppressive regime imposed by the priests hard to tolerate. During his period at the seminary, he first became acquainted with the works of Charles Darwin, Karl Marx and Lenin. This brought about a profound change in his outlook and he joined a Georgian revolutionary group, Mesame Dasi or Third Group, and took part in demonstrations. These activities led to his expulsion from the seminary. It was during this period of his life that he became aware of class differences and grew to hate those who were better off than him. He became an atheist and began associating with Georgian nationalist groups such as the Mesame Dasi. However, as time passed, he became less a Georgian patriot and more a Marxist.

In 1904, Josif Djugashvili married Yeketerina Svanidze, a young peasant girl. They had a son, Yakov, but two years later Yeketerina died of tuberculosis. Her distraught husband said to a friend, ‘She was the only creature who softened my heart. She is dead and with her have died any feelings of tenderness I had for humanity.’ Afterwards, he devoted himself increasingly to politics and the cause of revolution. The year 1905 was to prove a turning point in his life for it was during that year that he first met Lenin in Tammerfors in Finland. Infatuated by the man, he became an admirer and staunch supporter. Afterwards he returned to his native Georgia and there took the title Koba, after a legendary local folk hero. In order to raise funds for the party, he engaged in acts of terrorism that included murder, robbery, blackmail and protection rackets. He also assisted in the publication of a revolutionary newspaper, Mnatobi, ‘The Torch’. Under Lenin’s influence, he abandoned terrorism and instead devoted his time to writing and distributing leaflets at workers’ gatherings. He took pride in the fact that locally he was referred to as ‘The Lenin of the Caucasus’. His various activities soon attracted the attention of the police and in 1902, as an active member of a group of Georgian Marxists, he was arrested for the first time. This meant that between 1901 and 1917, he spent most of his time in prison or living in exile. During these years he used many aliases but the one that stuck was Stalin – ‘Man of Steel’.
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Josif Stalin

Source: © Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington.
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Towards revolution

This chapter will cover:


	Russia’s political parties and revolutionary groups

	the reasons why the Romanovs were able to survive the Dumas

	Russia’s involvement in the First World War and its consequences

	the revolutions of 1917

	the failure of the Provisional Government.



Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing each other – the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

The Communist Manifesto, 1848
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The political scene – the struggle to win the support of the working classes

Thanks to the efforts of Sergius Witte, the Russian Minister of Finance, the industrial development of the country began to gather momentum. Foreign investment helped to finance the development of heavy industry, the railway network was expanded and tariffs introduced to protect Russia’s fledgling industries. The prestigious Trans-Siberian Railway, which was started in 1891, was completed in 1905 and linked St Petersburg with the military outpost and headquarters of the Russian Fleet, Vladivostock on the distant Pacific coast. Unfortunately, this new industrial prosperity did nothing to alleviate the suffering of the Russian masses and, in fact, made it worse. In the towns, the urban factory workers shared the wretchedness of their kinsfolk in the countryside. Extreme poverty as evident in the working and living conditions of the Russian people together with heavy taxation, high rents, indebtedness and unemployment affected all and this encouraged the growth of radical political parties that promised relief and reform. Some sought to bring about change and constitutional means but others were less patient.

The Social Democratic Labour Party, founded in 1898 at Minsk, was Marxist and set out to win the support of the distressed urban workers. Hounded by the tsar’s secret police, in 1903 the Party was forced to hold its Second Congress in Tottenham Court Road in London. There differences arose between the leaders, Lenin and Georgi Plekhanov, and the delegates quarrelled bitterly. Lenin favoured a small, close knit and disciplined party dedicated to bringing about a revolution by any means; Plekhanov, on the other hand wanted a party based on a much broader membership that included those who were only mildly sympathetic to the movement. He was also opposed to the use of violence and terrorism. In the end, Lenin won the support of most of the delegates and became the leader of the larger group, the Bolsheviks, taken from the Russian word Bolshinstvo, which means majority. The remainder, known as the Mensheviks, from the Russian Menshinstvo, meaning minority, continued to support Plekhanov. Both groups continued to call themselves Social Democrats until they finally split in 1912.

Other political parties included the Social Revolutionary Party led by Victor Chernov and the Constitutional Democratic Party or Kadets. The Social Revolutionaries were largely supported by the peasants and, being more inclined to terrorist activities, were even more feared than the Bolsheviks! The Kadets were liberals who supported moderate policies of reform and sought greater freedom for the individual.
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Tsarist reaction to the threat of revolution

Naturally Tsar Nicholas II was alarmed by the growth of revolutionary movements within his country and appointed Ministers of the Interior such as Konstantin Pobedonostev and Vyacheslav Plevhe to take the necessary repressive measures to deal with them. Pobedonostev, a firm supporter of absolute monarchy, was known as the ‘Grand Inquisitor’ whilst Plevhe, if anything was even more determined to uphold authoritarian principles. A clever but ruthless man, he mercilessly persecuted Russian Jews and organized their massacre in a series of bloody pogroms. He also, as part of a programme of ‘Russification’, tried to impose the Russian language and customs on Poles, Finns, Armenians and other minorities living within the Empire. Cunningly, he set up the Assembly of Russian Working Men, which purported to encourage free expression and settle grievances but in reality it was used to spy on troublemakers and ensure they were known to the secret police. In 1904, Plehve was assassinated and his place taken by the more liberal minded Prince Svyatopolk Mirsky.

[image: art]

The war with Japan and the revolution of 1904

Before his murder, Plehve had pressed Nicholas to embark on a small, victorious war that, so he claimed, ‘would stop the revolutionary tide’. The Tsar was impressed by the idea that a spectacular military victory abroad might bring glory to Russia, increase his popularity with his people and ease the pressure for reform. In 1904, since relations with Japan were at a low ebb, the Tsar decided to match the military and naval might of Russia against a small and presumably weak enemy. From a Russian viewpoint, this proved an unmitigated disaster.
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Figure 2.1 The Russo-Japanese War of 1904–5.

The Japanese first defeated the Russian fleet based at Port Arthur and later, at the Battle of Tsushima, destroyed the Russian Baltic fleet sent to the Far East to replace it. The battle lasted less than an hour! On land, the Tsar’s armies fared little better. Although they fought bravely enough, the Russian soldiers were led by incompetent generals, Anatoli Stossel and Alexaei Kuropatin, and suffered heavy defeats both along the Yalu River and at the Battle of Mukden. Humiliated on land and at sea, the Tsar was forced to agree to accept the offer of the American President, Theodore Roosevelt, to mediate between the warring powers and peace was restored by the Treaty of Portsmouth (New Hampshire).

The Tsar’s scheme to win popularity had ended in disaster and as news of the defeats filtered through to the Russian people, their despair turned to anger. Workers in the towns and cities took to the streets and rioted whilst there was disorder in the countryside. On 22 January 1905, Father Peter Gapon led a peaceful procession to the tsar’s Winter Palace in St Petersburg. The previous day he had sent a letter to the Tsar, ‘The people believe in you. They have made up their minds to gather at the Winter Palace. Do not fear anything…accept our humblest petition’. As the crowd of some 120,000 gathered in the hope that the Tsar would accept their demands and possibly even champion their cause, some carried icons and pictures of the Tsar. He was not in the palace and when the marchers refused an order to disperse, the guards opened fire whilst the Cossacks charged amongst them using their swords indiscriminately. With over 100 killed and many more wounded, ‘Bloody Sunday’ as it came to be called, marked a turning point. Gapon wrote to the Tsar, ‘May all the blood which you have spilled fall upon you, you hangman’ whilst Nicholas on hearing the news of the slaughter commented, ‘My God, how pitiful and sad’.

Afterwards Gapon fled to Geneva in Switzerland where he joined the Socialist Revolutionary Party. However, there were those who thought that he was an agent provocateur secretly in the pay of the Minister of the Interior and an agent of the Okhrana. In 1906, he was assassinated during a visit to Finland.
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The consequences

News of the events of Bloody Sunday spread across Russia and workers went on strike and took to the streets to join in demonstrations. Many of the middle classes joined the workers so that by the end of January 1905 more than half a million workers were taking industrial action. Across the country, the district councils, the zemstvas, combined to demand reform whilst in some towns and cities, soviets or workers’ councils were set up. In October, a railway strike that started in Moscow developed into a general strike that brought the nation to a standstill. A famous event of the period was the mutiny of the crew of the Russian warship Potemkin at the Black Sea port of Odessa. When members of the ship’s crew refused to eat rotten biscuits and putrefied meat as ordered by an officer, some of their number were sentenced to death. The firing squad refused to execute their own comrades and instead turned their rifles on their officers. The ship then put to sea and the mutinous crew bombarded coastal towns before seeking asylum in the Rumanian port of Constanza. The Russian film director, Sergei Eisenstein, later turned the episode into an epic film, The Battleship Potemkin.

Tsar Nicholas was alarmed by these developments and appointed Sergius Witte to take measures to pacify the people. The moderate Witte advised the Tsar to be conciliatory and grant the Russian people a democratically elected assembly, a Duma, and civil rights in a specially drafted Imperial Manifesto. Meanwhile, the failure of the revolution caused its leaders to escape abroad. Lenin left Russia, travelled in Europe and spent much of his time in Switzerland; after his arrest and exile in Siberia, Trotsky managed to escape and reach Finland; Stalin spent most of these years either in prison or in exile.
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The period of failed Dumas

In May 1906, the first Duma met in the Tauride Palace in St Petersburg. The largest party, the Kadets, immediately challenged the Tsar and demanded reform. Nicholas rejected their demands and dissolved the Duma. The promises of the Imperial Manifesto were forgotten when Witte was replaced by the dapper, black-bearded Peter Stolypin who advised the Tsar to return to his old autocratic ways and follow a policy of repression and reform. The second Duma that met for the first time in February 1907 lasted only three months before it too was dissolved. By the time a third Duma assembled in November 1907 the electoral system had been changed so that only the wealthy and landowners retained the right to vote. This meant that the Duma was supportive of the monarchy and did not press for change or reform, which allowed it to survive for five years.

Stolypin was prepared to use terror and intimidation and was determined to suppress the revolutionaries. In some villages, he ordered the flogging of every tenth man as a warning to others and with over 100,000 exiled to the icy wastes of Siberia and some 4,000 executed, it was little wonder that the hangman’s noose became nicknamed ‘Stolypin’s necktie’! In fairness, he did introduce a series of measures intended to remove at least some of the causes of discontent. The education system was reformed, social insurance and sickness benefits introduced and conditions in the army and navy greatly improved. He also encouraged foreign investment in Russian industry and it was during this time that a class of prosperous yeoman farmers first appeared, the kulaks. Even so, his ruthless treatment of revolutionaries and his persecution of the Jews and other non-Russian peoples in the Empire meant that opinion about him was divided. Whilst the nobility thought him too liberal, the majority of Russians resented and feared him. In September 1911, Peter Stolypin was assassinated in the Kiev opera house in the presence of the Tsar. His murder once again left the Tsar vulnerable and he turned increasingly for advice to Gregory Rasputin.

In their different ways, both Witte and Stolypin had served Nicholas well but Rasputin was a very different character. Born in 1872 at Pokrovskoe in western Siberia, he married a peasant girl but then abandoned her and their three children and disappeared. By the time he reappeared, he had become a self-styled mystic and priest who claimed the powers of prophecy and miracle healing. In 1904, Nicholas and Alexandra, who already had four daughters, were blessed with a fifth child, a son. Sadly, the child, Alexis, was cursed with haemophilia, an inherited condition that prevents the blood from clotting. The condition was incurable and this meant that the boy was destined for a life of suffering when even the slightest cut or bruise could lead to a massive loss of blood and a premature death. With doctors powerless to help, the Russian royal family called on Rasputin who seemed able to ease the boy’s suffering. Their gratitude was overwhelming and Alexandra urged her husband to accept the priest’s advice on matters of state. Unknown to the Tsar and Tsarina, there was another side to the priest’s character. Rasputin was a drunkard, a man with the most obscene personal habits, a dirty beard and vile body odour and his life was a round of drunken orgies and loose living. The royal family’s association with the priest developed into a national scandal but the Tsarina would not hear a word said against him – to her he was a saintly man who was able to keep her son alive. Abroad, much was made of the scandal, whilst in Russia criticism of Rasputin grew into a major political issue and threatened the very survival of tsarism.
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…and what was Stalin up to during this period?

Although Stalin’s enthusiasm for Georgian nationalism had waned and been largely replaced by a belief in Marxism, he was far from being considered a prominent member of the Bolshevik hierarchy. He had certainly become a committed Marxist and was prepared to be involved in revolutionary activities. Whilst a student at the seminary in Tbilisi, he had become acquainted with the works of Marks, Engels and other forbidden books and his expulsion was a result of his attempts to spread Marxist propaganda amongst fellow students. As he became increasingly absorbed in politics, so he became obsessed with a hatred of tsarism, the nobility and the middle class who he regarded as the oppressors and exploiters of the working class proletariat. He saw to it too that his image changed from that of a smartly dressed, fresh-faced seminary student to that of a rebel with unkept hair and a dirty tunic with a traditional Marxist red scarf.

In 1900, Stalin was impressed when he first read a copy of Lenin’s newspaper, Iskra, copies of which were circulated illegally in Russia. His admiration increased further when the two men met at a Marxist conference in 1906. Even so, he was in no sense a leading Bolshevik, as Stalin’s propagandists later claimed, but a very ordinary delegate. In a sense, the years prior to the outbreak of war in 1914 were a time of apprenticeship for the embryo revolutionary. It was a period when he busied himself speaking at workers’ conferences, agitating and engaging in strike activity and writing an avalanche of articles for the underground press. He was arrested on several occasions and spent time in prison. In 1902, he was arrested by the police for taking part in a demonstration in Batum but he was already in custody when troops opened fire on the crowd, killing 15 and injuring many more. The following year he was sent into exile in the village of Novaya Uda in Siberia. He managed to escape and returned to the Caucasus where local Marxists were involved in acts of open violence. Since money was urgently needed to boost Party funds, Stalin contributed by organizing hold-ups and bank raids and even demanded protection money from the rich. He was also prepared to use blackmail and opened brothels and cashed in on the immoral earnings of prostitutes. Lenin did not approve and in a letter to Stalin said so in the most forceful terms:

I am not concerned whether you have affairs with women or not, and I am not concerned whether you change your women as often as you change your shorts. But I am concerned with the good name of the Bolshevik party. I cannot agree that it is the right policy for our party to be concerned with the brothels you have organized!

Normally Stalin did not accept criticism but he swallowed Lenin’s reprimand and ordered his supporters to use more orthodox forms of fund raising.

Stalin first met Trotsky in 1906 and took an instant dislike to the man. It has been claimed that being a poor public speaker himself, he was jealous of Trotsky’s cleverness and eloquence. As we shall see, the ill feeling between the two men was to develop into the most bitter of feuds. By now, Stalin had been restored to Lenin’s good books and he was asked to edit a new Bolshevik newspaper, Pravda. Later, he was to be elected to the policy making group within the party, the Politburo. By 1913, ‘My wonderful Georgian’, as Lenin called him, could rightly be considered one of the more important Bolsheviks. Arrested again, he was exiled in Turukhansk for four years. Later in 1914, he was transferred to the village of Kureika in the Arctic Circle. During 1916, arrangements were made to draft him into the army but wisely the authorities rejected him for military service and this meant that he was destined to spend the war years in the frozen wastes of distant Siberia.
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