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Introduction


About Unit 1


Unit 1 is worth 50 per cent of your AS level. It requires detailed knowledge of a historical period and the ability to explain the causes, consequences and significance of historical events. There are no sources in the Unit 1 exam and therefore all marks available are awarded for use of your own knowledge.


In the exam, you are required to answer two questions from a range of options. The questions are all worth 30 marks and therefore you should divide your time – including any extra time you have been allocated – equally between the questions.


The questions you answer must be on different topics. This book deals exclusively with topic E3: The Collapse of the Liberal State and the Triumph of Fascism in Italy, 1896–1943. However, you must also be prepared to answer a question on another topic.


The exam will test your ability to:





•  select information that focuses on the question



•  organise this information to provide an answer to the question



•  show range and depth in the examples you provide



•  analyse the significance of the information used to reach an overall judgement.





The Collapse of the Liberal State and the Triumph of Fascism in Italy, 1896–1943


The exam board specifies that students should study four general areas as part of this topic.





1. Weaknesses of the political system and attempts to stabilise it from 1903 under Giolitti; social discontent and political disorder, 1896–1912.



2. The impact of the First World War on Italy and its impact on the Liberal State, 1918–23: Mussolini and the message and appeal of Fascism, 1919–22.



3. Power and control in Fascist Italy: propaganda; terror; the PNF (Partito Nazionale Fascista) economic policies; the relationship of the regime with the Church and the old elites.



4. Building the new Roman Empire, 1922–43: Abyssinia, Spain and Italy’s diplomatic and military preparations for war, 1933–41.
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How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the exam. The book is divided into four sections – one for each general area of the course. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary.


On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.


There are three levels of exam-focused activities.






	




•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a turquoise heading and this symbol:
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•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to develop the skills necessary for a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol:
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•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol:
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	Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 75–77 and have this symbol:
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On pages 16–17, 34–35, 54–55 and 68–69 are four exam-style questions and model A-grade answer with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.





Mark scheme


For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark scheme for the unit. Below is the mark scheme for Unit 1.






	Level 

	Marks 

	Description






	1

	1–6

	



•  Lacks focus on the question


•  Limited factual accuracy


•  Highly generalised





Level 1 answers are highly simplistic, irrelevant or vague.







	2

	7–12

	



•  General points with some focus on the question


•  Some accurate and relevant supporting evidence





Level 2 answers might tell the story without addressing the question, or address the question without providing supporting examples.







	3

	13–18

	



•  General points that focus on the question


•  Accurate support, but this may be either only partly relevant or lacking detail, or both


•  Attempted analysis





Level 3 answers attempt to focus on the question, but have significant areas of weakness. For example, the focus on the question may drift, the answer may lack specific examples, or parts of the essay may simply tell the story. Answers that do not deal with factors that are stated in the question cannot achieve higher than Level 3.







	4

	19–24

	



•  General points that clearly focus on the question and show understanding of the most important factors involved


•  Accurate, relevant and detailed supporting evidence


•  Analysis





Level 4 answers clearly attempt to answer the question and demonstrate a detailed and wide-ranging knowledge of the period studied.







	5

	25–30

	



•  As Level 4


•  Sustained analysis





Level 5 answers are thorough and detailed. They clearly engage with the question and offer a balanced and carefully reasoned argument, which is sustained throughout the essay.
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Section 1:
Italy 1896–1912
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Italy in 1896


A new country


Italy was a very new country in 1896. Although it had a long and rich history, it suffered from many problems as a result of its late development. Unification (which took place in 1870) had happened quickly and had brought together two very different areas:





•  the wealthy and more industrially developed North and



•  the poor and agricultural South.





The South did not feel like it was a part of the new Italy as all of the political power and wealth was in the North. Italy also suffered by comparison to the other powers of Europe, as it did not possess an empire and remained unrecognised by the Pope, who had lost lands and power because of the Risorgimento.


Social and economic conditions in Italy in 1896






	Condition

	Socio-economic result






	Compared to other countries (especially the second newest country, Germany), Italy was poor and economically underdeveloped.

	Agricultural labourers earned under 50p per week; income per head was under £8 per year in Italy compared to £26 in France and £31 in Britain.






	Agriculture was by far the biggest employer but there were wide variations in the patterns of agriculture.

	Nearly 60 per cent of the population worked on the land – in Britain only 10 per cent did. Farms varied from small-scale peasant agriculture in the Alps to vast estates in the south owned by aristocratic landowners.






	The revolution had challenged the old class structure but this just meant that the aristocracy now shared power with the new middle class elite.

	The intention to build new networks of independent (and wealthier) peasant farmers was not realised; when feudal laws were abolished, lawyers and local government officials benefited.







What was life like for the poor?





•  Disease was rife – malaria was particularly widespread in the south of Italy, killing 15,000 people annually. The water supply was often infected and many died of cholera.



•  Poor diet – in the North the diet of the poor was based on polenta. The lack of variety led to vitamin deficiencies and the disease pellagra. Few of Italy’s poor could afford luxury foods like tomatoes, cheese and ham. Most wine was sold to the middle class or went for export.



•  Housing conditions were primitive – often one- or two-bedroom houses for large families, which they shared with their animals.





Who were the middle and upper classes of the new Italy?





•  The old elite were the noble aristocratic families. There were 7387 noble families, many more than in Britain. Sicily alone had 208 princes.



•  Nobility did not automatically entail wealth. Some did still own large estates and were more enterprising, but many others relied on income from jobs like army officers that were not particularly well paid.



•  After unification, there were approximately 200,000 landowners and businessmen with whom the nobility had to share power. Lawyers and doctors were also landowners and they dominated local government. These people formed the basis of the new middle class.



•  There were around 250,000 non-manual government workers, of which 75,000 were teachers. They were not very highly paid. The jobs were secure, however, which caused them to value the work more than they might have otherwise.
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Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the spider diagram below.
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[image: ] Complete the table


The Liberal regime in Italy collapsed in 1922. Many historians believe that the reasons for its collapse can be dated back to the end of the nineteenth century. Use the information on the opposite page to complete the table below. In the left-hand column, list factors that made Italy difficult to govern in 1896. In the right-hand column explain how each factor made Italy difficult to govern.






	Factor 

	How did this make Italy difficult to govern?
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The weaknesses of Italian Liberalism


In theory, the new Italian state was a triumph of Liberalism. It reflected the birth of a new nation. The old Italian states became one nation, governed by the rule of law rather than the traditional elites: the Catholic Church, the aristocracy and the heads of the individual states. In practice, however, all three still retained a great deal of power. For what was meant to be a liberal system, Italy had strong conservative and authoritarian institutions.


What had changed?






	The Catholic Church

	After unification Pope Pius IX shut himself away in the Vatican in protest, as now the papacy had much less political influence across Italy. Although the later Pope Benedict XV allowed Catholics to participate in national elections in 1919, no pope acknowledged the existence of the kingdom of Italy until 1929. Consequently, Liberal governments continued to be locked in conflict with an extremely powerful institution over unsettled claims relating to education and charity. Coalition governments found ongoing religious issues hard to resolve.

The Church was a source of instability and conflict for governments until the Fascists came to power.






	Monarchies

	After unification, there was one monarch, formerly the ruler of Piedmont, who ruled over Italy. Before 1870, every state had its own ruler.






	The aristocracy

	This remained the same. In the new regime, there were some concessions to landowners that made their lives easier than those of the peasants under the new regime (see page 4).







What was authoritarian about Italy?


The monarchy


The king of Italy was not a constitutional monarch. He had direct power:





•  He was head of the army and fully involved in military matters.



•  He played a role in foreign policy.



•  He selected the prime minister.



•  He had to approve the appointments of government ministers.





There were two limits on his power:





•  Parliament had to approve the taxes that paid for the army and government.



•  The king’s character limited his power.





The king in 1896 was Umberto I. He was not an intelligent, strong or popular leader and was rarely in government. However, he pushed for the Triple Alliance with Germany and Austria.


The army


The army was a central national institution. During peacetime it comprised 215,000 soldiers. All were conscripts who had to serve for three years after their eighteenth birthday. It deliberately taught a sense of national identity. Usually only a third of all available men were called up as many were unfit. Others, like eldest sons, were needed to run family farms or businesses. Most of the 15,000 officers were from Piedmont, which was essential to keep the army loyal to the Piedmontese monarchy.


What was trasformismo?


In 1896, there were no strong political parties in Italy. Political organisation was not part of tradition in the former states of Italy. Politicians had strong local or family links rather than shared political principles. Authority figures like the king were therefore more easily able to wield power. There was potential for political manoeuvring. Trasformismo emerged from this system:





•  The king would appoint a prime minister.



•  This prime minister would manipulate and juggle interests to ensure a working majority in government, for example, a town would get a new road or railway to make sure that the deputy would support the government.



•  This, in turn, led to widespread corruption.
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Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (underlined) is most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.




How far was Italy more authoritarian than liberal in the period 1896–1912?
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The role of the Italian monarchy indicates that Italy was more authoritarian than liberal to a great/fair/limited extent. For example, the king exercised great power through his role as head of the army. In addition, he was involved in the government of the country. He approved the selection of government ministers, appointed the prime minister, and helped to shape foreign policy. However, the taxes that funded the army and the government had to be approved by parliament, and in this sense the power of the king was limited. In this way, the role of the Italian monarchy indicates that Italy was more authoritarian than liberal to a great/fair/limited extent because
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Below is a list of people or organisations that held power in Italy in this period. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the amount of power held by these people and organisations. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative degrees of power. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these people or organisations were more powerful than others.




1. The Catholic Church


2. The monarchy


3. The aristocracy


4. The army


5. The prime minister
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Italy’s economic boom 1896–1912


Between 1896 and 1912, Italy’s economy surged. Italy’s industrial revolution following 1896, during the ‘Giolitti period’, resulted in a new political stability as the Italian people associated liberalism with economic success. In spite of the boom, however, there were underlying economic problems.


Economic transformation


Under Prime Minister Giovanni Giolitti (see page 14), there was a period of considerable economic growth. Italian Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew at an annual average of 2.8 per cent between 1896 and 1912. This growth was more impressive than both Britain and France at the time, where growth was less than 2 per cent a year.


Causes of industrial growth


Several factors contributed to the economic boom prior to the First World War:





•  A thriving European market which increased the demand for Italian goods.



•  Emigration: between 1900 and 1910, six million Italians left Italy – but sent money to their relatives at home.



•  Government spending on the military and hydro-electric dams boosted industrial production.



•  Relatively low tariffs helped the trade of industrial goods and raw materials.





Industrial growth


Economic growth was primarily driven by industrial growth, especially in the new industries between 1901 and 1914. For example, cheaper iron and steel imports led to the foundation of motor and engineering companies such as Fiat, Isotta Fraschinin Alfa, and Lancia between 1899 and 1906. Additionally, Pirelli and Montecatini began producing products such as sulphuric acid, rubber and electrical cables. The profits from new industries grew by 10.6 per cent between 1896 and 1913. By 1912 Italy was also producing more electricity than France, and had almost caught up with Britain’s electrical production. Despite this, iron and steel production remained far below that of Britain and Germany.
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