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INTRODUCTION



Higher Modern Studies


Welcome to your Essential Exam Practice for Higher Modern Studies. We hope that it will become an indispensable tool as you navigate through your revision for the Higher Modern Studies Exam Papers 1 and 2.


This book will show you how to unlock the specific types of exam questions that will appear in both papers, and equip you with the necessary knowledge, skills and experience to tackle both exam papers confidently.


The book contains two sections:





•  Section 1 gives guidance on how to answer each of the seven question types that you can expect to encounter in the exams. Model student answers make clear the range of marks awarded for various sentences, sections, paragraphs and complete responses.



•  Section 2 includes two full exam papers with complete marking instructions for you to attempt at home or in class. You may wish to time yourself to make sure that you can answer questions in the time allotted. This will improve your time management and help you avoid having to rush your questions, or even worse missing out some questions.





Here are some common-sense tips to prepare you for the exam.


Study skills – what you need to know to pass exams


So, you think you know how to revise and study effectively? Do you use the time wisely, or do you lose concentration and find excuses to do something else? The first step to improve your study skills involves the following points:





•  Start revision in good time and do not leave it to the last moment.



•  Make a revision timetable that balances time to study with time to relax.



•  Make sure you have a copy of an up-to-date textbook (The How to Pass Higher Modern Studies textbook would be a great addition), along with your class notes, handouts and PowerPoints.



•  Find a copy of the course outlines of the topics you will answer in your exam. The Course Assessment Specification on the SQA website will give you a great overview of the questions that could be asked. Read these carefully and make sure that there are no gaps in your knowledge and skills.





Make sure you know what to expect in the exam by having good knowledge of:





•  how the exam paper is structured



•  what type of questions will be asked



•  how much time you should devote to each question



•  which topics are your strongest and which are your weakest.





When planning your revision, you should make short summary notes from your textbook or course materials for each of your three topics. Remember to use memory aids such as mind-maps, flash cards and making notes in different-coloured ink. You should also practise skills-based questions.


Course components


Your final grade for Higher Modern Studies will be determined by three components. These are:
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There is a total of 110 marks available. The marks you receive for the three assessments will be added together to determine your final grade.


The grade boundaries are:





•  A = at least 77/110



•  B = at least 66/110



•  C = at least 55/110






The exam papers



Question paper 1


The first question paper requires you to answer one question from each of the three sections:





•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom



•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom



•  International Issues





There are a number of different options within each section.
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There are three questions on this paper. You will answer two 20-mark questions and one 12-mark question. The focus of the 12-mark questions should alter from section to section each year. However, there is no guarantee of this.


The exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes. This means you should allow 40 minutes per 20-mark question and 25 minutes for the 12-mark question. Effective time management is essential, and by sticking to these timings you will give yourself the best chance of completing the full question paper. Practising timed essays at home is a good way of improving your time management and ensuring you know exactly how long you have got to cover each question.



The different question types



To what extent


To what extent is social class the most important factor in influencing voting behaviour? (20 marks)


Discuss


‘Social class is the most important factor in influencing voting behaviour.’ Discuss. (20 marks)


Evaluate


Evaluate the importance of social class in voting behaviour. (12 marks)


Analyse


Analyse the impact of social class on voting behaviour. (12 marks)


Question paper 2


The second question paper requires you to answer three questions by interpreting and using a number of sources provided by the SQA.


There are three types of question:





•  An objectivity question, which involves detecting and explaining the degree of objectivity in the sources provided. This question is worth 10 marks.



•  A conclusion question, which involves drawing and supporting complex conclusions using a range of sources. This question is worth 10 marks.



•  A reliability question, where you must evaluate the reliability of a range of sources. This question is worth 8 marks.





You will have 1 hour and 15 minutes to attempt all three questions. This means you should spend 27 minutes on each 10-mark question, and 21 minutes on the 8-mark question.


This book will show you how to break down each of these questions and how to structure your answers effectively in order to maximise the marks and help you get the grade that you deserve.


All that is left to say is that we hope you enjoy the book and find it invaluable in steering you through Higher Modern Studies Question Papers 1 and 2. Do not let the book gather dust! Instead, allow it to be your constant revision companion and essential guide to doing very well in Higher Modern Studies.


Good luck!




KEY AREA INDEX GRID
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS


Practice makes permanent


This section of the book looks at the different question types you can expect to see on the exam papers. For each style of question, you will be given an example followed by the opportunity to answer a range of questions.


For Paper 1, you will need to demonstrate your in-depth knowledge of a particular topic, and your ability to analyse evidence, evaluate the information and come to a suitable conclusion, if required.


For Paper 2, you will demonstrate your skills of objectivity, drawing conclusions and evaluating the reliability of the sources.
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Top Tip!


More marks are allocated for knowledge and understanding than skills, so it is important that you have a sound grasp of content.


[image: ]









	Tips for success

	Things to avoid






	Answer the question as set and only provide information relevant to the question.

As far as you can, use up-to-date examples to illustrate your understanding of the question.


Answer in detail and write in paragraphs with development of the points you wish to discuss.


Show awareness of the difference between Analyse questions and Discuss/To what extent/Evaluate questions.


Ensure that your answer includes knowledge and understanding, analysis, evaluation, a structured and balanced line of argument and valid conclusions that refer to the question.




	Do not turn the question into something it is not – you will not receive any marks for details or examples that are not relevant.

Do not provide answers that display limited analysis and/or evaluation.


Do not provide answers that are dated and too historical.


Do not provide answers that push together different issues, factors and explanations without development.










Now let’s take a closer look at the question types and see what you need to do to get full marks.



Paper 1


20-mark essay questions
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HOW TO ANSWER


These questions begin with ‘To what extent’, or give you a statement to discuss. For example:





•  To what extent is social class the most important factor in influencing the outcomes of elections? (20 marks)



•  ‘Social class is the most important factor in influencing the outcomes of elections.’ Discuss. (20 marks)





SQA marking guidelines


Knowledge and understanding accounts for up to 8 marks. The remaining 12 marks are awarded for analysis and evaluation, and structured argument (6 marks for analysis and evaluation, 2 marks for an essay with a coherent line of argument, and 4 marks for making judgements and drawing relevant conclusions).
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Top Tip!


In order to achieve top marks, you must write an answer that provides evidence for and against the statement, as well as an overall conclusion that considers the extent to which it is correct.
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How can you achieve these marks?


Begin with a short introduction that highlights the key issues of the question and includes an outline of the content areas you should cover. This provides structure and the marker can follow your line of development.


You may wish to provide a sub-conclusion at the end of each content area – for example, a judgement on the effectiveness of committees to scrutinise government.


Your final conclusion will provide an overall judgement of the extent to which the viewpoint is correct.


You must structure your essay properly. You should include:





•  an introduction that highlights the key issues of the question and includes an outline of the factors you will discuss – this provides structure and the marker can follow your line of argument



•  in the main section of the essay, development of the factors highlighted in the introduction – you should provide relevant knowledge and examples to both support and question the viewpoint given. This will provide balance and an opportunity to provide analysis and evaluation



•  a sub-conclusion for each of your paragraphs, if you wish



•  a final conclusion which will provide an overall judgement of the extent to which the viewpoint is correct.





Look at the question below and see what you need to do to get full marks.
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Marks allocation


For all of the worked examples in the Practice Questions section and marking instructions in the Practice Papers section, the following codes are used:





•  K = Knowledge



•  A = Analysis



•  E = Evaluation



•  S = Structure
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‘Some factors affecting voting behaviour are more influential than others.’ Discuss.


Answer


Explanations of voting behaviour can be divided into short-term and long-term factors. Short-term factors cover issues such as the state of the economy, the image of the party leaders, the policies of the political parties and important issues of the day, such as Brexit. Public opinion on these issues can be shaped by the role of the media. Long-term factors cover the traditional explanations of social class, national identity, gender and religion. In this essay we will consider what are the most influential factors. (1K)


The media is one factor that influences voting behaviour. Newspapers are examples of traditional media that are allowed to be openly biased, which means they can try to influence their readers’ political views. This can be seen in the most recent election where 79% of Daily Telegraph readers voted for the Conservatives and 68% of Daily Mirror readers voted for the Labour Party. (1K) This could show that newspapers influenced their readers to vote a certain way. This could highlight the link between newspaper readers and voting behaviour and could prove the effectiveness of the media in influencing their readers. Alternatively, it could show that people buy the newspapers that reflect their own opinions on issues such as political views. (2A)


With the rise of electronic media such as smartphones and the internet, newspapers’ influence is decreasing. (1K) Thirty million UK citizens now have Facebook, and social media is becoming more influential with 50% of 18–24-year-olds stating that who they voted for was influenced by social media, which shows the influence of this type of media on how young people vote. It may be that young voters tend to be influenced by new media with older voters more likely to be swayed by older media, such as newspapers. (1K 1A)


However, older people are far more likely to vote than young people; and importantly, newspaper readership is far stronger among older people so its influence is still significant. (1K)


Social class is another factor that could influence how people vote, although it is not as influential as it used to be. The Conservatives tend to appeal to better-off middle-class voters, whereas those in poorer social groups such as C2, D and E are more likely to vote for Labour. (1K) This may be due to the types of policies of each party and who they are seen to traditionally represent. That said, the link is not as strong as it used to be, but still around 40% of voters vote according to their social class. However, social class is becoming less influential due to partisan de-alignment which means that people no longer vote for parties that represent their social class and are more likely to vote for parties based upon their own particular needs. (2E) Around 34% of voters consider themselves to be floating voters, which means they may switch who they vote for from election to election, depending upon party policies and their own individual choice. (1K)


The increase in the number of floating voters can also increase the influence of the media as these individuals can be swayed by the newspapers and websites. (1A)


Age can also be a factor in voting behaviour, particularly in terms of turnout. Voters over 60 years of age are twice as likely to turn out to vote than those under 35 years, which means that the results of elections are often decided by older voters. (1K) Certainly, there is evidence that the Scottish Independence vote and the Brexit vote were decided by older voters and the results could have been different if more younger people voted. (1A)


Therefore, we can see that there are many factors that can affect the outcome of elections, with age, social class and the media being influential. We should not overestimate the influence of the media as the SNP won a landslide election victory in the 2015 general election despite facing a hostile press. The Brexit divide in the UK has weakened the influence of social class and as such it is not as influential as it once was. (1E)


8K 5A 3E 2S = 18/20


Marker’s commentary


This is a clear Grade A answer with a very sound structure (introduction and coverage of issues raised) worth 2 marks. The introduction outlines a wide range of factors and the main body of the essay considers some of the ones considered more important. Excellent balance is provided with sound analysis and evaluation of the factors covered. Some of the issues raised could have been expanded to provide greater depth.


You will find a C-grade answer for this question in the answer section, on page 18.
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Test your knowledge and understanding: 20-mark questions


Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom





1  ‘Some factors affecting voting behaviour are more influential than others.’ Discuss.


MARKS: 20





Social issues in the United Kingdom: Social inequality





2  ‘Government policies introduced to tackle inequality have been successful.’ Discuss.


MARKS: 20








3  To what extent should it be the Government’s and not the individual’s responsibility to tackle inequality?


MARKS: 20





Social issues in the United Kingdom: Crime and the law





4  To what extent are some theories of crime more influential than others?


MARKS: 20








5  ‘Crime can impact on many different groups.’ Discuss.


MARKS: 20





International issues: World issues





6  ‘Some factors are more important than others in causing the world issue you have studied.’ Discuss.


MARKS: 20








7  To what extent have international organisations been effective at tackling terrorism?


MARKS: 20





International issues: World power





8  To what extent has the world power you have studied been effective in tackling social inequalities?


MARKS: 20





12-mark essay questions
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HOW TO ANSWER


In your exam you will answer one question worth 12 marks. These questions ask you to evaluate or analyse.


The evaluation question requires you to compare the factor noted in the question with other factors you know to be relevant. The analysis question requires you to focus solely on the factor specified in the question.


SQA marking guidelines


Knowledge and understanding accounts for up to 8 marks. The remaining 4 marks are awarded for analysis or evaluation. If you make more analytical/evaluative points than necessary to gain the maximum of 4 marks, these can be credited as knowledge and understanding marks, as long as they meet the criteria for this.


How can you achieve these marks?


Evaluation question


To answer evaluation questions effectively, you need to:





•  make judgements based on criteria



•  draw conclusions on the extent to which a view is supported by the evidence



•  offer counter-arguments, including possible alternative interpretations



•  consider the overall impact or significance of all factors



•  consider the relative importance of factors in relation to the context.
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Top Tip!


For a 12-mark essay a very brief introduction or scene-setting is all that is required, and for an analysis question a brief conclusion is not necessary. There are no marks for structure.
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Analysis question


To answer an analysis question well, you need to:





•  demonstrate your understanding of the issue



•  identify numerous parts to the issue



•  show your understanding of how these parts affect each other, and the issue as a whole



•  identify the likely consequences.





The two types of question look similar, but they must be answered differently. For example:





•  Evaluate the importance of the media on voting behaviour. (12 marks)



•  Analyse the influence of the media on voting behaviour. (12 marks)





In the evaluation question you will not just cover the role of the media in influencing voting behaviour, but of other influences such as social class, party policies and images of political leaders. You need to make an evaluative judgement on how important the media is in comparison to other factors.


In the analysis question you will only cover the role of the media in influencing voting behaviour. You will concentrate on the influences of different aspects of the media, such as newspapers, television and new media.
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