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DISCLAIMER









By their very nature, paranormal stories come in all shapes and sizes. The author and the publishers make no claim that any of these stories have any basis in fact. They are merely tales that have enjoyed popularity in the public domain in some form or another. Such stories are reproduced herein for entertainment purposes only and are not intended to be taken literally.











INTRODUCTION









Take a moment, if you will, to open your mind to the unusual. We all love science – that wonderful and progressive thing that explains the world to us – but sometimes even science is stumped. You just can't explain the unexplainable. 




  Over the following pages you'll find yourself immersed in a world of paranormal possibilities. These tales are rooted in myth and legend with accounts from eyewitnesses who say these things really happened, these creatures and entities really exist – but it's up to you to make up your own mind, we're just here to tell the stories.




  Set off on a journey taking in spectres and spooks and some of the most terrifyingly haunted buildings in the world. From ghostly impressions of historical figures, left behind on Earth with their unresolved issues, to those taken too soon and whose phantoms aren't yet ready to cross over to the next world. Meet the demons that lurk where you least expect them, or those that reside within us, and the poltergeists that terrorize families for years on end.




  Take in the history of those who sparked a huge movement by contacting spirits on the other side, the way this changed contemporary society and the notable figures who bought into it all in a big way. Meet the magicians and tricksters, practitioners of black magic and the dark arts, and the innocents who got swept up in the commotion.




  Open up to the realms of cryptozoology and the possibilities of creatures we know little about, from Bigfoot to Mothman, death worms, jackalopes, kelpies, swamp monsters, the Minotaur and everything in between. Stepping away from cryptids, there are the blood-drinkers, the moon-howlers and the flesh-eaters – the crowd-pleasers and show-stealers of any round-up of paranormal creatures.




  Reminisce about Roswell, crop circles and alien abduction, not to mention strange lights in the sky all over the world and throughout history claiming to explain whether we have intelligent company in this universe of ours. Then, finally, experience the mysteries of time travel through the stories of others; and the curious tales of glitches in the matrix and steps into alternate realities where doppelgängers tap into one universe from another. 




  It's a wild ride – so buckle up.














GHOSTS AND HAUNTINGS








From lost souls cursed to roam the Earth for eternity, to those seeking vengeance in the living world and others craving a human touch just out of reach, spectral experiences are by far the most widely reported of all paranormal activity. 




  Ghost stories have featured heavily in history since ancient times – in various religions, secular traditions, entertainment and healing – although today we might be more familiar with ghost-hunters and pseudoscientists on TV, as well as sensationalized tales in the media.




  Ghosts are classified as visions of the dead who often make themselves seen by the living. When it comes to poltergeists, however, many believe them to be more of a kinetic energy presence that causes physical disturbances – there is definitely crossover with the ghost world, but we'll deal with those pesky poltergeists in the next chapter. It's generally believed that ghosts are unable to break through into the physical world in this way, but they nearly always have unresolved issues and rarely stray from where they lived as mortals.




  There's the subtle – the mere feeling of a presence to faraway footsteps or the flicker of a candle – and then the full-on, no-holds-barred visual extravaganza of a ghostly spectacle, perhaps floating but more often simply wandering down a dimly lit corridor. In this chapter we'll visit a ghost town where disturbed graves have disrupted weary souls, abandoned hospitals where the dead don't rest and a hotel where the local spook might give you a gentle embrace if you're lucky – or unlucky – enough. 




  From the most haunted pub in London to the most haunted forest in Japan; lighthouses inhabited by ghost children longing to play hide and seek, and prisons that have seen such unspeakable things done to humans that their spirits choose to remain despite their bodies leaving this world. Prep your spine for a good chilling, because it's all here.














HAUNTINGS OF HAMPTON COURT









Best known as the residence of notorious serial marrier King Henry VIII, Hampton Court Palace in Surrey has long been considered one of the most haunted stately homes in England. With a penchant for divorcing and beheading wives who didn't quite live up to his high standards, there could indeed be good reason for miffed spirits to hang around.




  Many people believe at least two of Henry's ex-wives haunt the palace and plenty of witnesses have come forward to back this up. A pale and sad-looking ghostly figure carrying a lighted taper is said to be Jane Seymour, Henry's third wife, who died shortly after giving birth to his son, who became the boy king Edward VI. The pale figure has been seen numerous times on the Silverstick Stairs – which once led to the room in which Jane Seymour gave birth and died – on the anniversary of Edward's birth. In the 1920s, an enterprising caretaker supposedly took photographs of her ghost and sold them to tourists.




  The ghost of Henry's fifth wife, Catherine Howard, whom he had beheaded for alleged adultery and treason, is seen even more often and is allegedly far more vocal. So the story goes, Catherine was arrested at Hampton Court Palace but was able to break away from the guards, running down what is now referred to as the Haunted Gallery and screaming out to Henry for mercy. The guards recaptured her and she never saw the king again. She was executed at the Tower of London, aged only 19. Sightings of her heartbroken, anguished ghost repeating her desperate pleas through the gallery have regularly been reported.




  Besides the lingering distress of Henry's wives, there has been much talk of a ghostly "grey lady", whom many believe to be Sybil Penn – nurse to Elizabeth I and Edward VI. As a loyal family servant, when she caught smallpox from Elizabeth and died as a result, she was buried in the nearby church. Following church renovations, her tomb was disturbed in 1829 and after this the sightings began of a grey lady walking the corridors of the state apartments and clock court inside the palace.




  Around 1871 a palace resident complained of a constant banging and knocking on her walls, but no one believed her. Not long after, two male skeletons were discovered in shallow graves close to her apartment. Once the bodies were given a proper burial, the racket stopped, much to the resident's relief. One theory is these unfortunates were murdered during the civil wars, buried in unmarked graves and concealed when the "baroque palace" was built on top of them by Sir Christopher Wren in 1689.




  In October 2003 someone or something made a remarkable entrance at the palace. A set of fire doors were flung open on three consecutive days and on the second day a ghostly figure, dressed in a hooded robe, emerged before closing the doors again. The appearance was clearly captured on CCTV and can be viewed online. Security staff were both spooked and baffled at the appearance and remain so to this day, with no explanation as to who it was or how it occurred.














NORDIC NOIR









Akershus Fortress sits by the water in Norway's capital Oslo. It's considered to be so haunted that the locals take great pride in its paranormal prowess. Built in the 1300s, the place is ripe for spectral activity, with plenty of figures from history who might want to hang around. As well as serving as residence to royalty and political leaders, Akershus has also been used as a military base and prison over the centuries. 




  A woman with no face has been seen walking the halls; she wears a long robe and apparently emerges from the darkness to show herself to visitors. Sightings of ghostly castle guards have also been reported along with faces that appear in any fire that is lit in or around the castle, allegedly cackling and grinning maniacally. 




  Perhaps the most intriguing – and terrifying – of the paranormal activity at Akershus is that of the ghost dog that guards the castle gates. Legend has it that since the dog was buried alive its spirit continues to lurk and that anyone it approaches will die within the following three months.














PRISON PRESENCE









Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is one of the most haunted buildings in the USA. Built in 1829, the medieval-castle-like prison building looms, casting a shadow over the road. This particular facility took solitary confinement to new levels, with prisoners doomed to exist alone – exercising, eating and living with no one but themselves for company. If a prisoner had to leave their cell, a hood would be placed over their head so they couldn't see or be seen. The authorities claimed that this system of solitary confinement would reform inmates and was more humane than the alternative. However, when Charles Dickens visited the prison in 1842 he disagreed with the method: "I hold this slow and daily tampering with the mysteries of the brain to be immeasurably worse than any torture of the body."




  The extremes of solitary confinement were abandoned in 1913 due to overcrowding of the prison, but its severe forms of punishment continued in new guises (one inmate had his tongue chained to his wrists). In winter, inmates were dunked in a bath before being hung on a wall until ice formed on their skin. There was a chair in which prisoners were so tightly bound that their circulation was often cut off, leading to many amputations, and inmates could also be sent to "the hole" – a damp underground cell where captives were left to rot. 




  However, in 1929 Al Capone famously spent eight months in Eastern State and somehow managed to furnish his cell with oriental rugs, fine furniture and a radio. Capone's stay at Eastern State was his first stint in prison – some six years before his infamous incarceration at Alcatraz. He was travelling through Philadelphia, on his way between Atlantic City and his Chicago home, when he was stopped and arrested for carrying an unlicensed revolver. The authorities were keen to crack down on Capone, who was by this point a notorious bootlegger, and handed him the maximum sentence for the crime. As one might suspect, his reputation preceded him and the famous mob boss was treated exceedingly well by the (likely terrified) staff at Eastern State, making him far more comfortable than any other inmate.




  With a history rife with murder, torture, suicide, madness and disease, it's little wonder there have been many, many reports of paranormal activity here – the troubled souls of former prisoners left to walk the crumbling, peeling cell blocks. 




  The prison closed in 1971 and was left to fall into ruin until the 1990s. With its grand, but gloomy stone fortress façade, the building was deemed worthy of preservation, restored and turned into a tourist attraction. If those walls could talk. The stories told by the staff that work the corridors are hair-raising. Cell block 12 is where staff and visitors have heard echoing voices and cackling, while cell block 6 is known for shadowy figures darting across the walls and pacing footsteps, and cell block 4 for the appearance of ghostly faces. One maintenance worker reported opening an old cell door lock when he felt a force grip him and hold on so tightly that he could not move. He felt what he described as a horrible, negative energy forcing its way out of the cell and reported seeing tortured faces appear on the cell walls.




  Until recently, supernatural and crime history fans would flock in their thousands to Eastern State every year, to visit the museum and take part in the annual Terror Behind the Walls celebration every Halloween. Actors would assume the roles of prisoners to create a frightening display that was "as scary as possible", alongside attractions such as "zombie mud runs" and escape rooms. The horror show was deemed by many to be "too scary", and in more recent times has been toned down and much of it cleared to make way for a beer garden. But considering its placement in what is widely considered to be one of the most haunted spaces in America – would you dare to drink there?














HOSPITAL HAUNTING









The Old Changi Hospital in Singapore is purportedly home to a host of hauntings – hardly surprising when its history is so grisly. Built in 1935 as part of a military base, the hospital was used during the Japanese occupation as a merciless prison by the Kempeitai, the Japanese secret police. Many were tortured and killed there until the building became a hospital again at the end of the Second World War.




  A new hospital was built on a different site in 1997 and Old Changi has been derelict ever since. Only the bravest enter the abandoned buildings, which are said to be alight with ghostly activity, haunted as they are by their bloody past. Sightings of bloodied Japanese soldiers, supposedly those who were executed here, and patients who never left, have been reported. The ghosts of those who died young are said to haunt the children's ward and loud bangs, crashes and screams have been heard by many a visitor.














HORROR HOUSE









Thought by many to be perhaps the most haunted house in the world, 112 Ocean Avenue in Amityville, New York state, has good reason to claim that chilling title. Owners past and present have done all they can to transform the building from its previous state in a bid to escape its bloody history. The famous quarter-moon windows have been replaced and the house number changed to deter spooky thrill seekers, so the infamous address of 112 Ocean Avenue no longer exists in this part of America. In more recent years the various owners of the house claim to have experienced precisely zero paranormal encounters – but of course they would say that.




  In 1974, a 23-year-old man shot and killed his mother, father and four siblings in their house at 112 Ocean Avenue. At first, the man claimed it had been a mob killing but police quickly found holes in his version of events and it wasn't long before he confessed to the murders. He pleaded insanity, that he killed his family because he had heard their voices plotting against him, and was incarcerated until his death in 2021. Following his conviction, he lied incessantly about what had happened that night, offering several different stories as to who had carried out the murders – at one point implicating his mother. Police were also baffled that none of the neighbours on Ocean Avenue reported hearing gunshots, despite the murder weapon being a rifle with no silencer. All they heard was the family dog barking at around the same time.




  Following the murders and the trial, a new family moved into the house, which was priced incredibly cheaply, for obvious reasons, but the new owners were unaware of its history when they bought it. Much of the deceased family's furniture came with the house and within a month things became very strange and frightening for the new residents. The house attracted great swarms of flies, doors were ripped from their hinges by a malicious presence and the family believed that the furniture had moved around on its own. On top of that there was continual banging on the doors and walls, cabinets slammed shut on their own, faces appeared around the house and green and black slime was said to ooze from the ceilings.




  They eventually learned of the house's grisly past and arranged for a priest to carry out a blessing on the property. As the priest was blessing each room, he encountered a presence in one – a male voice telling him sternly to "get out". The next day the priest developed a fever and blisters, akin to stigmata, appeared on his hands.




  The new family only stayed in the house for around four weeks, until one night of terrifying paranormal events led the residents to leave right away; the experiences were so frightening they even had difficulty talking about them. They never returned to the house and arranged for their possessions to be packed and moved. They sold their story to writer Jay Anson, who in 1977 published the bestseller The Amityville Horror: A True Story. A film franchise quickly followed, making the story of 112 Ocean Avenue one of the most discussed in spooky circles.














CLOVER THE FRIENDLY GHOST









The Hay-Adams Hotel in Washington DC has received a fair amount of attention in recent years thanks to its resident friendly phantom. A luxury affair, upon opening in 1928 the hotel went on to host celebrities of the age such as Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart.




  Many claim the hotel is haunted by Clover Adams, who was a socialite and the wife of writer Henry Adams – and possibly even the inspiration for Henry James' celebrated novel The Portrait of a Lady. In the 1870s, along with neighbours John Hay (who had been private secretary to Abraham Lincoln) and his wife Clara, the two couples were very much part of the Washington DC elite, moving in social circles with everyone from Teddy Roosevelt to Mark Twain.




  The story goes that Clover – a passionate photographer – fell into a deep depression following the death of her father and took her own life by ingesting the potassium cyanide she used to develop film. The house in which she died was eventually ripped down, along with the house once owned by the Hays, and the hotel was built in its place.




  Guests to the hotel have encountered a ghostly figure on two of its floors, light switches turning on and off, and doors locking and unlocking of their own accord. Startlingly, housekeeping staff have reported the feeling of phantom arms wrapping them in an embrace.














RUMBLES ON THE UNDERGROUND









The London Underground has many ghostly goings-on beneath the surface and more than a few sad tales to tell. 




  During the Second World War many of the stations were used as civilian air-raid shelters and, while many lives were no doubt saved, this brought about new tragic incidents below ground.




  East of Bethnal Green station that purportedly sheltered hundreds of locals from the war crowds began streaming toward the station to take cover during an air raid. Upon hearing a loud explosion (actually the testing of anti-aircraft weapons in nearby Victoria Park), panic ensued and many began pushing harder to get into the station. Near the bottom of the stairwell someone tripped and fell, causing a pile-up of 300 people. Casualties were many – mainly women and children – with 173 lives lost. There have been numerous reports from tube staff over the years of the sounds of children crying and women screaming echoing around the station after dark.


  Elsewhere on the London Underground, in the latter half of the twentieth century, workers at Aldgate claim to have experienced an otherworldly presence down on the tracks. Late one night, some years after the war was over, a worker fell on to the live rail and was electrocuted, with 20,000 volts shooting through his body. He survived but was knocked unconscious. When he came to, his fellow track workers said they had seen a ghostly figure of a woman stroking his hair just before he fell. She is thought to have been an apparition of a woman who was electrocuted and died in that station during the Second World War.




  Over in Covent Garden a Victorian actor still puts on a show for station staff. Murdered at the stage door of the nearby Adelphi Theatre in 1897, William Terris – a "Hero of the Adelphi melodramas" according to his plaque at the venue – supposedly roams the platforms and tunnels at the station. There have been sightings of a tall, ghostly gentleman in Victorian dress and white gloves, and complaints of knocking sounds and light switches flicking on and off.




  Across the pond, the New York Subway boasts hauntings of the highest order. At Astor Place, a spectral train has been seen arriving at the station. Witnesses claim to have caught a glimpse inside of lavish interiors, furnished with leather sofas, silk curtains and a wood-burning stove – descriptions bearing an uncanny resemblance to the private train carriage of August Belmont Jr, who financed the construction of the subway in the early 1900s. If that wasn't enough, President Franklin D. Roosevelt's trusty Scottish terrier Fala is said to wander the halls of Grand Central, searching for his master who had his own secret train platform just below the Waldorf Astoria hotel. 














BEWARE ROOM 333









The Langham Hotel in London's upmarket Fitzrovia offers five-star luxury – as well as five-star spectral activity. Since the Langham's inception in 1865, Oscar Wilde, Mark Twain and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle have stayed there and that's just the tip of the celebrity iceberg.




  Ghostly goings-on at the hotel are numerous and most seem to take place in one particularly haunted room. During October, room 333 regularly presents a Victorian doctor thought to have murdered his wife while on honeymoon before killing himself. The room has also seen numerous cameos by the ghost of a German prince in military dress, who they say threw himself from a window of the hotel on the fourth floor.




  Terrifyingly, there is a also ghostly presence who has a penchant for shaking guests out of their beds at night; one occurrence of this in room 333 ended with the victim fleeing the hotel in the dead of night. Phantom hotel staff have also been spotted, still in service long after their souls have departed. There have also been reports of a man with a gaping wound in his face wandering the halls and areas of the hotel that felt strangely freezing cold.














FRIGHT IN THE FOREST 









Japan's Aokigahara forest sits north-west of Mount Fuji and sprawls over 35 sq km (13.5 sq miles). The forest is so thick with foliage, it's also known as the "sea of trees" and it has been the backdrop for spooky films including 2016's aptly titled The Forest. 




  Aokigahara's other nickname is the "suicide forest", named for the devastating number of visitors who have entered and never left. As many as one hundred people kill themselves amid the trees every year. In a dark turn some claim this practice has been popularized by Seicho Matsumoto's 1960 novel Kuroi Jukai, in which a heartbroken lover chooses to end her life in Aoikighara.




  The twisted trees of the forest are so densely packed there is little room for wind to travel through; and as there is hardly any wildlife to speak of, it is eerily quiet among the branches. Visitors have recounted their feeling of unease at the stillness among the trees and the absence of sound. Sitting at the base of a mountain, the area is littered with cave openings and the forest floor is rocky while the soil beneath is rich with iron, supposedly playing havoc with GPS systems and phone signals. Some believe this is demons at work and advise marking your way with ribbon or tape to ensure your escape from the thick, unforgiving forest. However, discoveries of deliberately cut tape, causing wanderers to lose their way, are thought to be the work of these demons.




  Many believe the mournful spirits of the dead, claimed by the forest, still linger among the trees. Japanese folklore suggests these vengeful spirits are liable to lure sad, lonely visitors deep into the forest away from the path. One journalist who visited the forest recalled hearing a blood-curdling scream and hurriedly followed the sound only to find the body of a man who had been dead for some time. Other witnesses claim to have seen white figures drifting between the trees, some allegedly having been caught on camera.




  Suicide is so common here that since the early 1970s volunteers have patrolled the area in order to recover remains and return them to the world beyond the forest to be laid to rest.




  Should you enter the forest, you are sternly advised to stick to the paths. Grisly discoveries in the thick of the woods – such as clothing and personal belongings abandoned and claimed by nature, human bones and remains hanging from trees or strewn across the forest floor – suggest this is a place in which tourists should proceed with caution.














ISLAND GHOSTS









Just outside Venice in the lagoon on the way to Lido sits a small island. Poveglia is thought to have been inhabited as far back as 421 and remained so until 1379 when residents fled due to war. In the late 1700s, the main island building was used to quarantine plague sufferers, many of whom perished, their bodies burned on giant pyres. By the 1800s the building was in use as an asylum, where supposedly human experimentation took place and a doctor is believed to have jumped to his death from the bell tower.




  The island has been abandoned since the 1970s and locals make a concerted effort to steer clear of it. Few dare set foot on Poveglia and those who fish the nearby waters refuse to get too close to the island, for fear of dredging up bodies.




  Many who have been brave enough to visit have reported hearing voices and screams and seeing ghostly shadows dancing on the walls. Visitors have claimed they have become possessed while on the island, with one recounting overwhelming feelings of rage and another noting what they described as an oppressive evil feeling. It seems that, in the minds of many locals, Poveglia's grim history of disease, torture and suicide lingers on in the present.














WAILING WOMAN OF MEXICO CITY









The district of Xochimilco in southern Mexico City features a sizable network of canals, the last remnants of a vast water transport system built by the Aztecs. 




  Known as the "floating gardens of Mexico City", the waterways harbour more than a couple of ethereal residents, the most famous being the wailing woman or La Llorona. Legend has it that Maria, the wailer in question, caught her husband cheating on her and took revenge on him by drowning their two children in the canal. She immediately regretted her act but was unable to save them and, consumed by guilt, drowned herself. However, due to her murderous actions she was unable to cross over into the afterlife and instead doomed to roam the Earth for eternity, plagued by perpetual grief.




  Sightings of a weeping, wailing woman, soaking wet and dressed in white, have been oft reported, with witnesses saying she cries out for her children. In a darker turn, some say she snatches young children from the waterfront as she walks, perhaps mistaking them for her own.




  The story of La Llorona is deeply rooted in Mexican popular culture and is told to children to encourage them not to go out after dark, wander away from their parents or play close to dangerous water. The legend has been referenced in many works of literature, theatre, film and music, and a theatrical production of the story is performed on the waterfront in Xochimilco every year on November 1, the Day of the Dead or Día de los Muertos.




  The wailing woman aside, these waters are also said to be home to nahuales – human spirits that have taken on animal form, often to perform magic or inflict harm on others – with reports of black, jaguar-like creatures swimming underneath boats only to jump on to the riverbank and bound into the woods.




  Among the waterways lies the hauntingly macabre Island of Dolls, or Isla de la Muñecas, where grubby dolls in various stages of decapitation and mutilation hang from the trees. The story goes that a young girl drowned there and the man who discovered her body later found a doll in the water where the body had been. As a mark of respect, he strung up the doll from a tree on the island. However, the man felt haunted by the spirit of the drowned girl and so strung up more dolls in a bid to please her. She became increasingly demanding and one day the man was found dead in the water, floating in the spot where the girl's body had been found. Today, hundreds of dolls swing from the trees and shrieks of disembodied laughter have been reported by many an unsettled tourist.














SWEDISH SPIRITS









Standing since 1876, the humble Borgvattnet vicarage in Sweden is considered one of the spookiest buildings in the country. Since the late 1920s strange occurrences have been reported at the house and as one vicar and their family would move on, so the next vicar and their family would claim they had been subject to a variety of supernatural encounters.




  Residents and visitors have heard disembodied screams and encountered ghostly shadow people, while washing has apparently been ripped from the line and objects moved around. Perhaps most terrifying of all are testimonies that an old, unoccupied rocking chair just kept on rocking of its own spooky volition.




  Explanations range from mistreated servants returning to enact their revenge, to resident vicars of days gone by watching over the new residents. In the 1980s a man of the cloth calling himself the Ghost Priest attempted an exorcism of the house but as the spectral activity continued one can only say he was unsuccessful. The vicarage now operates as a B&B – are you brave enough to spend the night there?














TERROR IN THE TEN BELLS









The Ten Bells pub in London's East End is regarded as by far the most haunted hostelry in the capital. Built in the 1740s, it has associations with Jack the Ripper's murders, among other horrors. 




  The Ten Bells plays an important part in the Jack the Ripper story: his second victim Annie Chapman was said to have been drinking alone in the pub only hours before her body was discovered; his third victim Elizabeth Stride was also known to frequent the Ten Bells; and final victim Mary Kelly was seen there with a friend the night before her murder. Several of the Ripper's casualties were discovered close to the Ten Bells, only adding to the grisly history of the establishment.




  Over the years, staff living above the pub claimed to spy a man in Victorian garb appearing and disappearing in the hallway, while others have complained of waking in the night feeling uneasy and turning over to find him lying next to them in their bed. At least he would disappear when they called out. Regular sightings of this ghostly figure are still being reported by customers and staff to this day. His identity remained a mystery until 2000 when a box was discovered in the cellar that contained items belonging to an ex-landlord of the Ten Bells, who was allegedly murdered and his assailant never brought to justice.




  One landlord invited a psychic into the pub in order to assess the eerie goings-on, only to discover one of the rooms had a tragic past. The psychic refused to enter the room on the top floor, claiming a baby had died there in the 1800s under terrible circumstances. Many years later, a researcher was touring the pub and noticed something tucked behind the water tank up in the attic, directly above the room the psychic had refused to enter. She uncovered a sack containing old Victorian baby clothes, which disturbingly looked to have been cut with a knife.




  The ghost of Ripper victim Annie Chapman is also thought to haunt the Ten Bells and to add to the chilling portfolio, reports of footsteps, disembodied laughter and claims of being shoved on the stairs by an invisible hand have also been heard over the years.














CELL BLOCK BOO









Ottawa Jail in Ottawa, Canada, was built in 1862 and conditions were harsh – with window spaces open to the elements, inmates froze in the winter and sweltered in the summer. The jail closed in 1972 and soon after it was converted into a youth hostel – but possibly the creepiest youth hostel around – which is still functioning today. Many original features have been kept, allowing guests to spend the night in a jail cell. 




  Visitors can take things several steps further and opt to catch some shut-eye in solitary confinement, tour death row, visit the unmarked graves of forgotten prisoners and peruse the original gallows. 




  Reports from guests offer an insight into an experience they'll never forget. Many overnighters have awoken to a shadowy figure standing at the foot of their bed, often reading a bible. Other guests have said they've seen a notorious hanged murderer in his old cell or wandering the hall on death row. One woman woke up with her arm in a phantom grip and other people say they were hummed to all night – which was apparently "an amazing experience" according to one guest.
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