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Meet the author


Welcome to Pass the British Citizenship Test!


With over 100,000 people becoming British citizens every year and the government’s requirement for migrants to speak English and earn the right to stay in the UK, there is a definite need for something to help prospective citizens get through the test and procedures that will lead to citizenship. This book will help.


Pass the British Citizenship Test provides all the information you need to study for and pass the test. It also gives plenty of information about who can apply and how to apply to take the test, with lots of hints and tips along the way. The information from the Home Office about British life that is the subject of the Citizenship test is reproduced here with helpful notes about how to tackle the material. The final section of the book contains essential information about what happens after successfully completing the test, such as how to apply for citizenship and for a passport, plus some advice about playing a part in your community as a British citizen.


Dreams of becoming a British citizen with a passport and the right to stay in Britain indefinitely can become a reality with the help of this book.


Good luck!


 


Bernice Walmsley, 2010





1: Only got a minute?



People have come to live and work in Britain from all over the world for many years. Britain needs immigrants. The specific reasons for this need have changed throughout the last few decades but with a diminishing workforce and an ageing population, the need to supplement the workforce is as great at the start of the 21st century as it ever was.


Britain is well-known for its political tolerance, excellent education system and, of course, the National Health Service is something of which British citizens are justifiably proud. Apart from these advantages, there are many benefits to becoming a British Citizen and that is why approximately 100,000 people have taken the Life in the UK Test to gain British Citizenship every year since its introduction in 2005.


The British government introduced the Life in the UK Test to ensure that people intending to settle in Britain and become British Citizens have a sufficient knowledge about life in the United Kingdom and that they have the ability to speak English (or Welsh or Scots Gaelic as appropriate). The test aims to prove whether or not people sitting it have these two sets of knowledge and skills. Apart from enabling people to pass the test, acquiring this knowledge will greatly assist in integration into UK society, improving employment prospects in many cases and giving a cultural awareness that will help immigrants to settle in to life in the UK.





5: Only got five minutes?


The aim of this book is to help you to pass the Life in the UK Test: with careful study, you will be able to answer any question that you may be asked in the Test. If you are able to deal with the information in this book without too much difficulty with the language, it is likely that your current standard of English will be sufficient too.


Let’s look closely at the two aspects of the government’s requirements. First is the requirement to be able to speak and understand English to a standard that will mean you can play a meaningful part in British society. Being at this standard means that you will be able to hold a conversation on an unexpected topic, so you will have workable, though not necessarily perfect, English. If you doubt whether your language skills are currently at this standard, you can get an assessment at a local learndirect centre. If your standard of English is not sufficient for the purpose of the test, you will need to take a special ESOL (English for speakers of other languages) course using teaching materials that will help you with your language skills and give information about the practical meaning of citizenship and life in the UK. These courses are available at your local college of further education or community college.


The ability to speak English is of prime importance in enabling any immigrant to make a happy and useful life in the UK. It will make day-to-day transactions easier and ensure that integration is fully accomplished and life runs smoothly.


The second requirement – possessing knowledge about life in the UK, can be satisfied by studying Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of this book. This study material is reproduced (with kind permission) from the handbook produced by the Home Office entitled Life in the United Kingdom – A Journey to Citizenship. The subjects covered include the many reasons for migration to the UK, the education system, the different religions practised, the political system and details about everyday needs such as water, electricity, telephones, housing. Understanding this information and using it is vital to an immigrant’s success in settling in the UK.


Examples of the way in which specific sections of the information can be useful in day-to-day life include understanding the education system – what age children must go to school, when they sit exams and so on – so that you will be able to help your children, if you have them, to integrate. The section dealing with how housing works in the UK will make it easier for you to deal with estate agents, landlords, tenancy agreements, and so on. A further example of helpful information is the detail given on the health system in the UK. It is essential that you know how to find and use services such as doctors, dentists and hospitals. When you need these services, especially in an emergency, you will feel stressed and uncertain, so it is useful to have read up on them and how to find them beforehand. If you’ve lived here for a while, you may already know much of this but will be surprised by how much there is that you can understand better. However, the biggest benefits of understanding about life in the UK (apart from it helping to pass the citizenship test!) are that it will make you feel part of the society in which you live and that you will have a better understanding of what is going on around you.


All the information you need to be able to pass the test is in this book but many people will be interested enough to take their studies further by reading about the history of the UK. This will give valuable background to the information contained in Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.


Being able to speak English and understanding the basics of British life will enable any immigrant to live in the UK more easily and to play a fuller part in society.





10: Only got ten minutes?


So, what are the benefits of British Citizenship? Let’s look at the obvious ones first:


 




	The right to a British passport – you need to fill in a form, give details of your registration as a British citizen and send it off with photos and a fee.


	The right to vote in national and European elections – both to get this right, you simply need to fill in a form to ensure that your name is on the Electoral Register for your area.





Note: If you receive an electoral register form, you must fill it in and return it. If you don’t, you could be prosecuted and fined.


Both of these rights are dealt with in greater detail later in this book.


A British passport is often considered superior to those of other countries. It is felt to offer greater security, is certainly well respected in many countries and will get you into many countries without your having to apply for a visa and, of course, it will also allow you to return to the UK whenever you like without any problems with immigration. With the possession of a British passport comes all the support that Britain’s embassies can provide when a British citizen encounters problems while in another country. Becoming a British citizen also gives you the advantages that come with being a European Union citizen, such as being able to travel more easily within Europe and to gain employment or study in other European countries.


The right to vote in elections is an important right; it is also a responsibility. It means that you will be able to help choose who governs the country. This is part of playing a fuller role in life in the UK.


Apart from these main benefits that automatically come when you pass the Life in the UK Test, there are other advantages, freedoms and privileges of being a British citizen:


 




	Right to free education. In fact, this is compulsory. All parents have a legal obligation to send their children to school from the age of 5 until they are 16.


	Right to free medical treatment (although it should be said that this is available to everyone, even temporary visitors to this country).


	Right to work. There are no restrictions on people who have a British passport working in the UK and there is a guaranteed minimum wage for any work they do.


	The right to a home if you are a vulnerable person – that is to say you are disabled, elderly, pregnant or have children, have serious mental health issues or are in danger where you currently live. Local Authorities will sometimes find homes for other people as well, but will always give priority to vulnerable people.


	Freedom of speech. This is an important right to many British people and the freedom to say what you like without censorship or limitation in the UK contrasts with the situation in many other countries where secrecy and censorship may be more usual.


	The right of peaceful assembly and demonstration.


	Freedom of religion – Britain has a reputation for being very tolerant of different religious beliefs.


	Data protection – personal data such as your medical details, your employment record and information about your credit standing must be accurate and up to date and must not be given to other people not entitled to it without your permission.


	The right to a fair trial and not to be imprisoned without going through the appropriate legal process.


	The right not to be tortured.


	The right to marry or enter into a Civil Partnership.



	Freedom of information – you are entitled to ask public bodies for information about, for example, what they are spending.


	
Freedom from discrimination – to discriminate against someone because of gender, race or age is illegal in the UK.





In return for these rights that becoming a British citizen will give you, there are a number of responsibilities including:


 




	Loyalty to the country – this means not plotting against the state. Although you will probably retain a love of your birth country, you will have chosen to become a British citizen and as such should protect its freedoms for yourself and for all other residents. Anti-British behaviour is not acceptable and the government may even add this as a specific condition of gaining citizenship in the future.


	Being a responsible citizen – this means abiding by the law of the country. Of course, if you break the law and are prosecuted and found guilty, there are punishments such as fines, community service or imprisonment.


	Carrying out civic duties – this means voting in elections (although this is a right and a responsibility, but is not compulsory – many people born in the UK do not vote in elections) and also taking part in the legal system by serving on a jury when called to do so (this is compulsory and there are only a few circumstances in which you will be excused this duty) and giving evidence in court if the occasion occurs.





The rights, responsibilities and benefits that come with British citizenship have evolved over time. Unlike in other countries such as the United States of America or India, there is no written constitution or Bill of Rights in the UK. Instead the rights are a result of laws made over hundreds of years plus legal precedents that have been set and some also come from Britain subscribing to the Convention on Human Rights.


Alongside all these attractive benefits and privileges comes the opportunity to play a fuller part in British life by becoming an active part of a community. This can be done in a number of ways such as by volunteering, by campaigning about things that matter to you or simply by charitable giving. Belonging to a group such as a voluntary organization, a community group or a faith group can enable you to play an effective role in democratic society. Your participation in this way will result in a more inclusive and cohesive society, which will have benefits for everyone. Effective citizenship means that you should get involved in the community in which you live. Apart from the improvements this can bring about in your community, this will bring benefits for the individual. Taking part in community activities can enrich your life by broadening your outlook, bringing new friends, and, above all, by the feeling of satisfaction and pride that comes when something in the local community is improved. If you’re interested in making the most of your citizenship and want to get involved, then you might consider:


 




	becoming a school governor


	volunteering for charity work


	standing for political office – or simply taking an interest in politics


	acting as a community leader


	applying to join a trustee board of a charity


	helping out in your children’s school or at a youth club


	taking part in community efforts such as cleaning up the area in which you live or arranging entertainment in your community.





Obviously, what you do in your spare time, whether it be political, charitable or religious, will have to be something that interests you and which matters to you. Active citizenship entails taking part in public life and affairs and is far more satisfying than merely possessing a passport and being able to call yourself British. Living in a democracy is a privilege and by the nature of democracy it must be made up mainly of informed, responsible citizens who are prepared to take an active part in their community to safeguard that democracy for the future.


So, although your goal right now will be to study the material in this book, to pass the test and apply for your passport, do remember that being British (and you do not need to lose your own national identity to live successfully in Britain as a British citizen) involves far more than a passport. To make the most of all the opportunities that life in the UK offers, you will be well advised to play an active part in the daily life of your community. Building stronger communities is a prime aim of the British government and it is for this reason that the requirement to speak a reasonable standard of English and to have some knowledge of how life in the UK works has been put in place. It is only when you have achieved these things that you can truly become a British citizen and take your place in society.





1


How this book will help you to pass the test


In this chapter you will:




	find out who needs to sit the British Citizenship Test


	examine how you can use this book


	learn a little about the British Citizenship Test.





Introduction


Why do we have a British Citizenship Test? Britain has a history of encouraging people from other countries to come here to settle and work. In order for immigrants to be able to do this successfully, the British government believes that people applying for citizenship or for indefinite leave to remain need to be able to speak English and to possess some knowledge of the structures of British society, its culture and history. For this reason, the government introduced the British Citizenship Test in 2005. Since then, over a quarter of a million people have taken the test.





The name of the test


The British Citizenship Test is also known as the Life in the UK Test and is sometimes referred to simply as the Citizenship Test.





The British Citizenship Test is a straightforward test that you will need to pass in order to apply for naturalization as a British citizen or for indefinite leave to remain. Indefinite leave to remain is also known as settlement or permanent residence.


There are no tricks or secrets in the test – it is an uncomplicated set of questions on material that has been produced by the Home Office and which is reproduced (with kind permission) in this book. So, if you have studied this book well there is no need to worry about taking the test. Understanding and learning the necessary information to answer the questions that you will be asked in the test is the most important thing to achieve, but you can also improve your chances of passing by becoming familiar with a few details about the test itself. This book will give you all the information you require: material you need to learn for the test, practice questions that will help you to prepare for the test and essential advice and tips on taking the test.





Insight


The British Citizenship Test is usually taken in English, although special arrangements can be made for anyone who wants to take it in Welsh or Scots Gaelic.





Who should read this book?


This book is intended to assist all those people who are considering applying for naturalization (this is just another way of saying gaining citizenship of a country) as a British citizen or for indefinite leave to remain (this is making your permission to stay in the UK permanent rather than applying to simply extend your existing visa). If English is your mother tongue and you have been living in the UK for several years, you might wonder whether you really have to read this book. The answer is yes – you will find the practice questions and advice about your application for citizenship or settlement very helpful.


Since 2005, you have had to take – and pass – the British Citizenship Test or attend classes before you can apply for naturalization. From 2 April 2007, new rules have been introduced so that from this date people who are applying for indefinite leave to remain will also have to sit – and pass – this test. Although the test that people who are applying for citizenship and those who are applying for indefinite leave to remain is now the same, there is a difference between the two groups. If you are applying for citizenship, you will become a citizen of the UK. If you are applying for indefinite leave to remain (also known as settlement or permanent residence), you will not become a British citizen but will simply be allowed to stay in the country. If, at a later date, you decide to apply for citizenship you will not need to take the test again.


The British Citizenship Test is designed to test your knowledge of the structures and culture of British society and is considered essential by the government to an immigrant’s successful integration into society. There is also a requirement – both for those seeking naturalization and those seeking indefinite leave to remain – to demonstrate a satisfactory level of English. Again, this is believed to be necessary to live successfully in the UK.


If your standard of English is sufficient – that is, ESOL Level 3 or above – you can take the British Citizenship Test. In dealing successfully with the required material and then passing this test, you will have demonstrated an acceptable level of English, so you will not need to take any other test of your language abilities. If your standard of English is not up to this level, then instead of taking the British Citizenship Test you will need to attend combined English language and citizenship classes, where you will not only study the materials about life in the UK but will also be developing your English language skills.





Insight


Your local college of further education or a learndirect centre can give you an initial assessment of the standard of your English.





As a quick guide to the level of English required, generally you should be capable of holding a conversation in English on an unexpected topic. It should be workable English but it is not necessary to speak it perfectly. There will be more details about the language requirement in the next chapter (see page 15).





Insight


If you are applying for citizenship, make sure that you qualify to take the test before you go any further. It is necessary to have lived in the UK for five years for work-permit holders and three years for their dependants. Failure to fulfil this qualification is the main cause of failing to gain British Citizenship.





Apart from helping you to pass the British Citizenship Test, this book has a further aim in relation to people who wish to become British citizens or to gain settlement. There are many procedures and forms to navigate when you are applying and this book will help you. This book will also be useful for teachers, mentors, friends and family of people who are intending to apply for naturalization or indefinite leave to remain and who are helping them in their efforts to achieve their aim.


Outline of the book’s contents


This introductory chapter includes a few details about who this book is aimed at and how it can help them, as we have seen. In Chapter 2, we will look at what you need to do to prepare for your test and will answer questions you may have, such as ‘Where do I find my nearest test centre?’ and ‘How can I be sure I have fulfilled all the legal requirements before taking the test?’


In Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, five sections from the Home Office’s book Life in the United Kingdom – A Journey to Citizenship will be reproduced (with kind permission). This material covers five main areas:


 




	A changing society – a summary of the history of immigration in the UK, the role of women and factors affecting young people.



	
UK today: a profile – giving details of its population, religions, customs, traditions and regional differences.



	How Britain is governed – looking at how our constitution and institutions work and our place in Europe and the world.



	Everyday needs – dealing with everyday issues such as housing, education, health and leisure.



	Employment – all you need to know about finding work and applying for jobs, your rights at work, as well as childcare and the rights of children who work.









Insight


It is vital that you study the correct edition of the official material. This book, Pass The British Citizenship Test, contains the very latest material – that is, from the second edition of the official material (Life in the United Kingdom – A Journey to Citizenship). The first edition contained information that was different from the second edition, so it will not be helpful for you to study the first edition.





As well as this official material that you must learn, these chapters also contain plenty of additional advice and help on using the material to best effect, as well as extra explanation where it is thought necessary. These additions to the Home Office material will always be outlined in a box to show that they are not part of the Home Office material. These are there to increase your understanding of the chapters and to improve your chances of passing the British Citizenship Test. They will also help to break up the material and give you some interesting pieces of information that will enhance your appreciation of the culture, history and background of the country in which you have chosen to live.


After you have studied this material, you will come to a very important part of the book – the practice questions (Chapter 8). These will ensure that you know whether or not you have really understood and retained the material that you must learn and you can work through them at your own pace. They are followed by three timed tests to enable you to check that not only have you learned the material, but also that you are able to answer the questions correctly in the allotted amount of time.


Having got through the practice questions and tests, we will go on to discuss what happens after you have passed your Life in the UK Test. This will vary, of course, depending on whether you are aiming for naturalization or settlement. If you are applying for citizenship, you will need to take note of the information about the citizenship ceremony and about how to use your test pass to apply for citizenship. Once you’ve obtained British citizenship, you can then apply for a British passport. However, perhaps more importantly, depending on your current situation, Chapter 9 will explore what being a British citizen means – What are your rights and your responsibilities? How can you use your citizenship? Perhaps by voting in elections or becoming involved in your community if that is appropriate to your situation here. Whether you are aiming for indefinite leave to remain or for British citizenship, there are plenty of details and practical advice in Chapter 9 to help you with the processes you will have to go through to reach your final goal.


Finally, there is a section devoted to giving you plenty of sources of further information. Here you will find websites where you can find your nearest centre to sit the test, and where you will be able to download the relevant forms and check the latest procedures. If you do not have access to a computer and the internet, you will also find telephone numbers that you can call to get the further information you need. Note that many of these telephone helplines are completely free for you to use and there are even some helplines that will give you advice in a variety of languages so that as many people as possible can be helped.





Insight


Public libraries are a useful source of information and you will also be able to gain access to the internet there.






Your path to British citizenship/settlement


[image: Image]


Figure 1.1 Path to citizenship/settlement.





Note


Some steps apply to both groups of people and others apply to either the group of people aiming at naturalization and/or to those applying for settlement.





How to use this book


There is a lot of information in this book: the material about life in the UK (Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7) that you will have to master specifically for the test, then the practice questions and answers, plus plenty of tips and advice to help you deal with it all. The aim is to make sure that your application is successful.


An organized approach is always best. If you work your way through each of the five chapters about life in the UK (Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7), testing yourself as you go, and then use the chapter about furthering your citizenship to appreciate what being a British citizen means, you will have given yourself the best opportunity for a positive result and a positive experience. If you are applying for indefinite leave to remain, this book will help you to pass this important test too – and you may also find it useful if you later go on to apply for naturalization.


How to tackle learning for the test


Having learned that all the information you need to prepare for your test is in this book, you need to use the book well and to approach your learning in an organized and methodical way. To do this you should:


 




	Concentrate on one section at a time.


	Make sure you have fully understood each section before you move on to the next.


	Make notes on what you think are the most important parts of each section.


	Jot down dates and figures that you think may be the subject of the test questions.


	Test yourself as you go along.


	If there is anything you don’t completely understand, try reading through the section again, summarizing for yourself exactly what the sentence or paragraph is telling you.


	Try putting difficult sections into your own words. The effort of rephrasing even a very short sentence will often bring better understanding.


	If one section seems particularly difficult, use the practice questions relating to that section to help you (all the questions show clearly which section of the Home Office materials they refer to). Go back to the difficult section and find the answer to each of the questions. The answers are all there and finding them will help you to understand the material better.


	Complete the timed tests so that you will be confident not only that you know the material, but also that you are able to complete the test in the time allowed.


	Try to find a mentor – this could be a teacher at a local college or a friend or relative with perhaps a better standard of English or more experience of life in the UK than you have.








Insight


The very best advice you can be given if you want to pass the British Citizenship Test is – don’t give up. There is no limit to the number of times you can sit the test.





 





10 THINGS TO REMEMBER




	
Your first step should be to assess your standard of English. If you’re not confident that it is good enough, go to a college of further education or a learndirect centre.





	
Check that you’re eligible to take the test.





	
Next, study the materials well.





	
Make notes as you go through the material as this will help you to remember the important bits.





	
Work your way through each of the chapters about life in the UK in an organized way.





	
Use the practice questions to make sure you have understood the material.





	
If there is something you find difficult, use the practice questions for that section to pinpoint the important information in that section.





	
Time yourself carefully when you carry out the timed tests and try to work under test conditions (no distractions or interruptions) – this will give you confidence.





	
Find someone who can help you when you have difficulties or need a bit of encouragement.





	Don’t give up!
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Before your test


In this chapter you will:




	learn exactly how you can apply to take the test


	find out more about the standard of English required


	learn about the format of the test.





Introduction


The British Citizenship Test is the key to becoming a British citizen or achieving settlement. Until you have taken, and passed, this test (or taken a combined citizenship and English language course), you will not be able to apply for naturalization, or for indefinite leave to remain, or for a British passport. So, it is essential that you are successful in this first step. This chapter will ensure that you are fully prepared to take the test – making sure that you fulfil all the requirements for citizenship or settlement, and knowing what to expect at the test centre will give you the confidence you need to get through the test and will help to make it a less daunting experience. Preparation is all-important, so take a few moments to read about how you can prepare for the test – and how to apply for the test – before you get down to the serious business of learning the official Home Office material that is reproduced in the following chapters.



Who can apply to take the test?


The requirements for applying for British citizenship and those for applying for indefinite leave to remain are obviously different – but the test is the same. It is essential that you make sure you fulfil these requirements before applying to take the test. Bearing this in mind, let’s look at these two groups of people separately below.


CITIZENSHIP


There are some important conditions that you need to fulfil in your quest to become a British citizen. Unless you fulfil these requirements, your application to become a British citizen will be rejected, so it is definitely worthwhile checking these conditions carefully before you start studying for your test.


 




	You must be 18 or over – the British naturalization process is not designed to cover minors, as there are separate procedures for them.



	You must have lived in the UK for the qualifying residential period – the qualifying period is at least five years (or three years if you are married to a British citizen, providing you have a spouse visa, otherwise it is three years from the date you get married). This qualifying period is counted back from the date of your application for citizenship, so on that date five years ago (or three years ago if appropriate) you must have been actually in the UK. You will normally prove your date by referring to the date stamp on your passport when you entered the UK. So, if your date stamp is less than five years before the date of your application (or three years if you are married to a British citizen) then you must delay your application. Many applications are automatically turned down each year because people have miscalculated or ignored the residency qualifying period.



	You must not have spent a lot of time outside of the UK during your qualifying residency period – if you have, for any reason, spent a lot of time outside the UK in this time it will be viewed unfavourably. If you are applying for citizenship you must not have been out of the UK for more than 90 days in the previous 12 months or for 450 days in the five years before the date of your application for citizenship. The rules are slightly different if you are applying as the spouse of a British citizen. If this is the case, then the maximum amount of time that you are allowed to spend outside the UK prior to your date of application is 270 days in the previous three years.



	You must intend to settle in the UK – if you intend to go abroad for anything other than a holiday period (a week or two, maybe), then this may affect your citizenship application. The government requires that all new British citizens intend to continue being active citizens, so leaving the country for anything other than a brief holiday or to work temporarily overseas for a company with British connections is not acceptable. Of course, it is not easy for anyone to assess your future intentions with any accuracy or certainty, but this is one of the stated requirements of citizenship.



	You must be of good character – various checks will be carried out by the Home Office regarding your character and background. These could include police checks about any criminal convictions you have. Your application may well be refused if you have lots of convictions, although the Home Office can use its discretion when assessing character and will take into account how long it has been since the last offence was committed and the seriousness of the offences. Also included in the checks will be enquiries into your financial affairs and your Income Tax records will come under scrutiny; for example, you are unlikely to be successful in your application if you are an undischarged bankrupt.
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