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Puppy care sounds dull and dreary.

Training rules just make me weary.

These fairies must be made to see

No puppy matters more than me!



The fairies dared to tell me “no”,

So far away their pups will go.

And if they don’t do what I say,

I’ll yell at them till they obey!
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“I wish it would stop pouring,” said Rachel Walker. “It would be much nicer for the animals if it was sunny.”

Rain was drumming on the roof of the Leafy Lane Animal Shelter, where Rachel and her best friend Kirsty Tate were volunteering over half term. They had offered to help care for some newborn puppies who didn’t have a mother. This morning, they were busy cleaning the kennel while the puppies snoozed. The shelter manager, Nate, was playing with the older dogs in the rain.
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“They don’t mind a few drops of water,” said Kirsty, looking out of the kennel window. “They’re having fun.”

“I’m glad we volunteered,” said Rachel, sweeping the floor. “The puppies are gorgeous, and we wouldn’t have met the Puppy Care Fairies if we hadn’t come.”

The day before, Li the Labrador Fairy had invited them to the Puppy Care Fair in Fairyland. While they were there, Jack Frost had stolen the fairies’ puppies and their magical collars. He was angry that they wouldn’t let him adopt a puppy without learning how to take care of it. Four of Jack Frost’s goblins had taken the puppies and were training them for Jack Frost.

“I’m glad we managed to help Li,” said Kirsty. “It’s lovely to think that Buddy and his magical collar are back where they belong.”

“But there are still three missing puppies and collars,” said Rachel. “Until we find them, the fairies won’t be able to look after puppies around the world.”
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“We’re going to find them,” said Kirsty, covering the puppies with fresh blankets. “We won’t let the fairies down.”

The girls left the puppies fast asleep and took the dirty blankets and towels to the laundry room. Most of the washing machines were already full.

“Here’s an empty one,” said Rachel.

But before they could put the blankets and towels in, the machine started to spin by itself. The girls dropped their laundry and knelt down in front of it.

“Could it have been set to turn itself on at a certain time?” asked Kirsty.

“But there’s nothing inside,” said Rachel. “Or is there …?”

Slowly, a blur of sparkling rainbow colours appeared inside the machine. Then the machine door burst open. The colours kept spinning as the sparkles spelled out two words:
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“One of the fairies needs us,” said Rachel at once.

“Fairyland, here we come,” said Kirsty.

They opened the lockets that Queen Titania had given them. They were filled with just enough fairy dust to carry the girls to Fairyland. Without hesitating, Rachel and Kirsty sprinkled fairy dust over themselves. It gave them a warm, tickly feeling as they shrank to fairy size, with shimmering wings that lifted them into the air.
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