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Introduction


About Unit 1


Unit 1 is worth 50 per cent of your AS level. It requires detailed knowledge of a historical period and the ability to explain the causes, consequences and significance of historical events. There are no sources in the Unit 1 exam and therefore all marks available are awarded for use of your own knowledge.


In the exam, you are required to answer two questions from a range of options. The questions are all worth 30 marks and therefore you should divide your time – including any extra time you have been allocated – equally between the questions.


The questions you answer must be on different topics. This book deals exclusively with topic F7: From Second Reich to Third Reich: Germany, 1918–1945. However, you must also be prepared to answer a question on another topic.


The exam will test your ability to:





•  select information that focuses on the question



•  organise this information to provide an answer to the question



•  show range and depth in the examples you provide



•  analyse the significance of the information used to reach an overall judgement.





From Second Reich to Third Reich: Germany, 1918–1945


The exam board specifies that students should study four general areas as part of this topic.





1. The fall of the Second Reich and the establishment of the Weimar Republic: threats from extremes of left and right; the economy; Stresemann as chancellor and foreign minister.



2. The rise of the Third Reich: formation of Nazi Party; reasons for support and opposition to the Nazis.



3. The Third Reich in action: Nazi economic solutions; Volksgemeinschaft (People’s Community) and Nazi social policies – racial policies, minorities, treatment of Jews, women, children and education.



4. The fall of the Third Reich: impact of the Second World War on Germany and reasons for defeat.





How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the exam. The book is divided into four sections – one for each general area of the course. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.
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There are three levels of exam-focused activities.






	




•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a turquoise heading and this symbol:
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•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to develop the skills necessary for a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol:
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•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol:
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	Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 65–67 and have the following symbol to indicate this:
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Each section ends with an exam-style question and model A-grade answer with examiner’s commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.
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Section 1:
The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany
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The Second Reich 1918


The Second Reich is the name given to the unified German state that was established following Prussia’s victory in the Franco-Prussian War 1870–1871. Following the war, all German-speaking states, with the exception of the Austrian Empire, unified under Prussian dominance. The Prussian king was Emperor or Kaiser of Germany.


The constitution of the Second Reich gave substantial powers of patronage to the Kaiser, although the agreement of the elected parliament, or Reichstag, was needed to pass legislation. The Kaiser was in charge of foreign policy and commander-in-chief of the German armed forces. Kaiser Wilhelm II, who ruled from 1888–1918, wanted to develop a German empire and build up German military strength.


In the years prior to the First World War, Germany industrialised rapidly and the urban working class grew substantially. A large trade union movement developed and German politics came under increasing strain as a permanently upper class, conservative government struggled to work with an increasingly working class, socialist Reichstag.


The impact of the First World War (1914–1918) on Germany


The economic impact of the war


Fighting the war was an enormous economic challenge. Taxation contributed only 16 per cent of the cost of the war. War bonds were also used and money printed. Printing money led to inflation (see page 14): the mark declined in value by 75 per cent between 1913 and 1918. German agriculture was not mobilised effectively, causing food shortages.


The social impact of the war


The impact of the war on ordinary people was often severe. Two million soldiers were killed and 6.3 million were injured. With inflation and tight controls on wages, living standards fell by 20–30 per cent. Food and fuel shortages exacerbated the impact of the Spanish flu pandemic in 1918 and caused misery, disease and even starvation.


The political impact of the war


At the start of the war, Germany appeared politically unified behind the war effort. A political truce or Burgfrieden was announced. This situation did not last, however:





•  During the war, the government became increasingly authoritarian and militaristic. By 1916, the Supreme Commanders, Generals Hindenburg and Ludendorff were essentially in charge of the country, running what has been characterised as a ‘silent dictatorship’. Military government exacerbated political and social tensions.



•  Mounting concern about the war led, in 1917, to a Reichstag vote for the ‘peace resolution’, which urged the government to try to negotiate a peace settlement. The war also saw the formation in 1915 of the communist Spartacist League that agitated for social revolution and an end to the war. Additionally, in 1917, 42 SPD deputies had broken away to form the anti-war and radical socialist USPD.



•  Discontent with the political and social situation in Germany was revealed by the huge strikes that occurred in 1917 and 1918.





By 1918, politics was more polarised than ever as the Generals continued to seek a Siegfried, victory peace.


The impact of impending defeat


In the autumn of 1918, Germany’s impending defeat came as a great shock to many Germans. This contributed to the outbreak of revolution and the acceptance of the ‘stab in the back’ myth.
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Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below.
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Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding explanatory link back to the question. Complete the paragraph adding this link in the space provided.




How far do you agree that the main impact of the First World War on Germany was increased political tension?
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To some extent the main impact of the First World War was the political problems the war produced. The war increased tensions as many people disliked the ‘silent dictatorship’ of Ludendorff and Hindenburg. These generals effectively ran the country from 1916, and their authoritarian leadership produced opposition. Huge strikes in 1917 and 1918 show the extent of people’s discontent. As the war dragged on, politics became more divided. The Reichstag opposed the government by urging them to try to negotiate a peace settlement in 1917, whilst the Spartacists and the USPD were completely anti-war. Politics was polarised as the generals continued to seek a Siegfried.
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The German revolution


Causes


The Second Reich began to collapse in the final weeks of the war. A number of factors caused the ‘German revolution’:


The problems of the Second Reich


The political system of the Second Reich had ceased to work effectively in the years before 1914 and the start of the First World War. The tension between a permanently conservative government headed by an autocratic Kaiser and a growing working class with socialist inclinations made revolution in Germany more likely.


The impact of the war


The First World War had placed enormous strains on Germany as it caused escalating inflation, declining standards of living and increased political polarisation. The country had started the war reasonably united, but by the end of the war social and political tensions had pushed the system to breaking point.


The impact of impending defeat


Having defeated Russia in 1917, by the summer of 1918 the German army had appeared to be in a strong position in France and Germany but in reality were exhausted and overstretched. Foreseeing defeat, the generals sought to rid themselves of responsibility, by engineering the ‘revolution from above’ (see table below). When it became clear that Germany was about to surrender, German troops were still stationed inside France and Belgium. The shock caused by approaching defeat triggered widespread discontent and mutinies: the ‘revolution from below’.


The German Revolution 1918–1919






	Key event

	Description






	
The revolution from above
29 September–3 October 1918

	Realising that defeat was certain, the generals advised Kaiser Wilhelm to negotiate an armistice and form a new civilian government containing members of the Reichstag. On 3 October, the liberal Prince Max of Baden formed a new government containing liberal and socialist members of the Reichstag.






	
The revolution from below
31 October–8 November 1918

	As realisation of impending defeat spread, sailors in Kiel, a port in northern Germany, mutinied against an order to put to sea. The mutiny soon spread to other ports and many other parts of Germany. Inspired by the mutiny, soviets sprung up across the country and there were riots and disturbances across Germany. The government had lost control.






	
The abdication of the Kaiser and the declaration of a republic
9 November 1918

	Fearing a violent revolution and with the SPD calling for a republic, Hindenburg advised the Kaiser to abdicate. The Kaiser fled to Holland: the Second Reich was at an end and Friedrich Ebert, leader of the SPD, was now leader of Germany. He formed a government of SPD and USPD members.






	
Armistice
11 November 1918

	The new government signed an armistice agreement with the Allies.






	
The limited revolution
10 November 1918–January 1919

	Ebert was anti-communist and determined to prevent the German revolution becoming a civil war. He thus did a deal with the army to gain their support (the Ebert–Groener Pact: General Groener was now head of the army) and called for early democratic elections.







The nature of the German revolution


The revolution brought democracy to Germany and ended the monarchy. The government was now drawn from the Reichstag. The revolution did not, however, remove the old aristocratic elite from other positions of power, such as in the army and judiciary.
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Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (underlined) is the most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.


To what extent was the First World War responsible for the collapse of the Second Reich in autumn 1918?
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The Second Reich collapsed partially/mainly/entirely because of the impact of the First World War. The war placed enormous strains on Germany that made revolution a slight possibility/more likely/certain. For example, the cost of fighting the war led to inflation: the mark declined in value by 75 per cent during the war. Inflation and shortages reduced living standards, increased ordinary people’s discontent, and made revolution more likely. In addition, the war increased political tension, with some groups such as the Spartacists and USPD opposed to Germany continuing to fight in the war. The difficulties that fighting in the First World War produced partially/mainly/entirely caused the Second Reich to collapse because
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[image: ] Eliminate irrelevance
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Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant or helpful to the question. Draw a line through the information that is irrelevant and justify your deletions in the margin.




How far did the collapse of the Second Reich in autumn 1918 only occur because Germany was losing the First World War?
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It is unlikely that the Second Reich would have collapsed if Germany had not been losing the First World War in autumn 1918. The revolution, which caused the Kaiser to flee and the Reich to end, was triggered by a mutiny by sailors in Kiel. The Kaiser was the supreme ruler of Germany. He took over ruling Germany in 1888 and he was very interested in ships. The sailors rebelled because they were aware that Germany was on the verge of losing the war. The political changes that had started right before the revolution were also caused by Germany losing the war, as it was this knowledge that caused the generals who were running the country to hand over power to a new government that was backed by the Reichstag. While there were underlying problems and conflicts in the Second Reich that made revolution more likely, it is still unlikely that the system would have collapsed if Germany had won the First World War.
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The establishment of Weimar and its constitution


A new system


Following elections in January 1919, a National Assembly met in the city of Weimar to agree a new constitution. The largest party in the Assembly was the SPD which had won 38 per cent of the vote. SPD representatives wished to create a democracy that secured rights for workers, but they had to co-operate with the other pro-democracy parties such as the Centre Party and the DDP.
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The Weimar Republic


This is the name often given to Germany between 1919 and 1933. It refers to a period of democracy in Germany and takes its name from the city where the new constitution was agreed.
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The constitution





•  A president was to be elected every seven years with the power to select and dismiss the chancellor. The chancellor formed the government.



•  The president was supreme commander of the armed forces.



•  The president could dissolve the lower house of the German parliament, the Reichstag, and call new Reichstag elections.



•  The chancellor and government were accountable to the Reichstag and had to resign if they lost the confidence of the Reichstag.



•  The Reichstag was to be elected every four years. There was universal suffrage for people over the age of 20.



•  Proportional representation would be used to conduct elections.



•  Germany was a federal state: it was divided into eighteen states each of which had their own parliament and local powers. The state parliaments sent representatives to the Reichsrat, part of the German parliament. The Reichsrat could propose amendments or delay legislation passed by the Reichstag.
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