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For those who plant trees.
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SEEDLINGS



Being Bindi

At school

on the first day

they split us into groups

to learn about our new classmates.

When they ask

I say:

‘Wedayo, my name is Bindi Hoskins

I’m 11 years old

I live with Mum and Dad

and a Brother and a Sister.

We live on the hill

up a steep driveway

in a yellow house

backing onto bushland

at number 19.

Nan and Pop

live close by.

We have

two dogs:

Rocky and Tazz.

And two horses:

Nelly and Scoot (my one is Nell)

And chickens.

And rabbits.

But mostly

you’ll find me

on an adventure

with my friends

Olive, Henry and Marco –

that’s if I’m not playing hockey

or painting …’

Mr Milburn smiles and nods

and it’s someone else’s turn.
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Curried Sausages

When I get home,

the questions continue

over curried sausages

at dinner

when Mum and Dad ask

I say:

‘Day one was fine

new year

new class

new teachers

            Mr Milburn

            Mrs Szonyi (Zur-Knee)

new shoes

and shirts

            same old bottle green and gold

same bitesized kindies

(backpacks bigger than them)

hand holding all the way to line

same old rusted school gates

                   and grates

                              same bell

                                           older than time

gardens more brown

           than green,

                      longing for water

                                 in the drought

                                            and heat

but

something

about this year

feels different

                               there’s a change in the wind

                                              and I’m excited

                                                         to find out

                                                                 what it is …’
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