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Welcome. You stand on the edge of darkness, at the gates of an awful land. This place is Gorgonia, the Dark Realm, where the sky is red, the water black and Malvel rules. Tom and Elenna – your hero and his companion – must travel here to complete the next Beast Quest.

Gorgonia is home to six of the deadliest Beasts imaginable – minotaur, winged stallion, sea monster, Gorgon hound, mighty mammoth and scorpion man. Nothing can prepare Tom and Elenna for what they are about to face. Their past victories mean nothing. Only strong hearts and determination will save them now.

Dare you follow Tom’s path once more? I advise you to turn back. Heroes can be stubborn and adventures may beckon, but if you decide to stay with Tom, you must be brave and fearless. Anything less will mean certain doom.

Watch where you step…

Kerlo the Gatekeeper


PROLOGUE

[image: images]

The Gorgonian medicine woman twitched and muttered in her sleep. Her dreams were strange tonight.

A boy stood alone in a dark tunnel, his face bloody and streaked with sweat. In his hand was a battered wooden shield with six tokens embedded in its surface. Torches flickered along the long passageway, throwing the boy’s shadow onto the wall, where it stood huge and alone.

The boy was suddenly dwarfed by a second silhouette – a Beast with a sweeping tail and monstrous pincers which snipped and slashed at the air.

A giant scorpion!

The medicine woman moaned in her sleep as the silhouette grew clearer. The creature was more than a scorpion. It was half-man!
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The boy whirled around, raising his sword, as the Beast attacked with its razor-sharp pincers.

“Tom!”

A girl’s voice screamed. It was Elenna, the girl the medicine woman had helped to heal. She stood with a wolf by her side and held a bow with an arrow in the bow-string. She let the arrow fly at the scorpion, but it bounced harmlessly off the creature’s body. The boy stumbled and the Beast reared up, its pincers snapping viciously and slicing ever closer to the boy’s head.

The medicine woman woke from her dream with a gasp. She sat upright, clutching her blankets, her heart hammering. A tiny scorpion lay at the bottom of her bed. She got up, her eyes never leaving the creature’s glossy black body. Her nightmare had saved her life. Many Gorgonians had been found dead in their beds because a poisonous scorpion had found its way under the covers.
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She pushed her way out of the tent. The boy’s face was still clear in her mind. Tom. She had heard that name recently. Elenna had mentioned it. Tom was her friend.

Shivering, the old woman tried to shake off the feeling of dread that had crept over her. The dream was a sign of things to come. She’d had premonitions before. She hoped this one was wrong.

“Stay safe, Elenna and Tom,” she muttered, gazing up at the swirling red sky of Gorgonia.

Scorpions were bad enough.

A giant scorpion would be unstoppable.


CHAPTER ONE

DESTINY IN THE WEST

[image: images]

The blood-red light from the Gorgonian sunrise peeped through the trees as Tom and Elenna made their way out of the forest, their faithful companions, Storm and Silver, ambling beside them. Vulture-like birds croaked on the branches overhead, and a thick mist lay on the ground.

Tom led the way, holding Storm’s bridle. He noticed that Elenna kept her hand protectively on one of Silver’s shaggy shoulders. The wolf had been badly wounded two Quests previously, and had only just returned to Elenna’s side. Tom and his friends had already freed five of Avantia’s Beasts from Malvel’s kingdom. Arcta the mountain giant was the last of the six Beasts being kept here against his will by the evil wizard. If they could free Arcta, their Quest would be complete.

Tom pulled his shield from his shoulder and studied the tokens set into its scarred wooden surface. Gifts from the good Beasts, they usually glowed and vibrated when a Beast was in danger. But Arcta’s eagle feather remained dark, and the shield had been still for far too long. Where was Malvel keeping the mountain giant?

“Still nothing?” Elenna asked.

Tom shook his head. “It’s as if Arcta is somewhere so far away that the shield can’t sense him.” He pushed his shield over his shoulder again, refusing to meet Elenna’s eyes. He didn’t want to reveal his worst fear: that Arcta was already dead. “Perhaps the map will give us some clues,” he said instead.

He took the smelly, worn parchment from Storm’s saddlebag. Malvel had given them the map when they first entered Gorgonia. Each time they began searching for a good Beast the map would give Tom a sign that he could use, or a green line would snake across its surface for Tom and Elenna to follow. Usually these signs and pathways would lead to trouble, but it was the only map that Tom and Elenna had.

“Nothing,” Tom said, looking down at the map in disappointment.
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