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Chapter One


The rustling was much louder as Rob and Sam climbed the stairs to the attic, but when they arrived at the top, all they could see was darkness. Sam swept the attic with her torch beam. The space was completely empty but they could still hear the silky rustling that had kept them awake all night.
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Rob shivered. “What is it?” he asked once again.
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“How would I know?” snapped Sam.


She shone her torch around the dusty walls of the attic until the heavy oak door was caught in the beam. “I think it’s coming from behind that door.”


“There must be another room in there,” whispered Rob.


“Let’s go in,” said Sam.


“Wait a minute.” Rob hesitated.
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Sam had always been the adventurous one. Although he was a year older, her brother, Rob, was more cautious. Now, with his mass of dark hair and pale face, he looked downright terrified.


Sam wasn’t feeling so good herself. But she was the one who always wanted to make decisions. It didn’t matter whether they were right or wrong.


“There’s no point in waiting,” she said briskly.


“But that rustling sound… Suppose it’s dangerous?” asked Rob, nervously.


“Well, there’s only one way to find out…” Sam gave the door a push and it opened without a sound.


“Shine the torch then,” hissed Rob.


The beam swept the inside of the room. Rob gasped and Sam screamed.


[image: ]


[image: ]


Right in front of them were the dusty, rustling folds of the most enormous cobweb they had ever seen.


Where was the spider? wondered Rob, cold shock waves spreading inside him.
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