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3. For my dad, who loved lists also


2. For my granddad, who raised me


1. For my mum, who was gone too soon




3. ‘If people did not sometimes do silly things, nothing intelligent would ever get done’


~ Ludwig Wittgenstein


2. ‘To appreciate nonsense requires a serious interest in life’


~ Gelett Burgess


1. ‘List, list, O, list!’


~ William Shakespeare
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Introduction


A list of options for the introduction


5. A lengthy anecdote about the time, while still in nappies, that I wrote my first ever list


4. An essay on why I love lists so much (which cleverly implies that I’m the world’s leading listologist)


3. A look at the psychology of list-making (is my list-making compulsion related to the Oedipus complex? OCD? Could I have tendencies towards serial killing?)


2. A look at some great lists/list-makers throughout history (Moses, for example, was right into them)


1. Just get on with it




A list of New Year’s resolutions


1. Make longer lists




A list of bands in order of efficacy


3. Placebo


2. The Cure


1. Prevention
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A list of things it’s raining . . .


8. Cats and dogs (English)


7. Old ladies and sticks (Welsh)


6. Like a pissing cow (French)


5. As from Esteri’s ass (Finnish)


4. Female trolls (Norwegian)


3. Chair legs (Greek)


2. Wheelbarrows (Czech)


1. Men (hallelujah)
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A list of words that sound rude but aren’t


10. Fallacious


9. Kumquat


8. Penal


7. Cleat


6. Succulent


5. Titular


4. Gesticulate


3. Rectory


2. Manhole


1. Pumpkin (vegetable or incest?)
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A list of English Regency slang


8. Dicked in the knob (crazy)


7. The apple dumplin’ shop (breasts)


6. Lapping your congo (drinking tea)


5. The mulligrubs (feeling down)


4. Potato trap (mouth)


3. Malty (drunk)


2. Dance the blanket hornpipe (to have sex)


1. My arse on a bandbox (like hell I will)




A list of Kim Jong-Il’s achievements (from his official biography)


7. Learned to walk (aged 3 weeks)


6. Learned to talk (aged 8 weeks)


5. Wrote 1,500 books and 6 full operas (at university)


4. Shot 11 holes-in-one in a golf game


3. Controlled the weather with his mind


2. Invented the hamburger


1. Never had to poop
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A list of things I feared as a kid but now rarely worry about


8. Quicksand


7. Laser beams


6. The Bog of Eternal Stench


5. Daleks


4. Venus flytraps


3. Spontaneous combustion


2. Knight Rider getting cancelled


1. The wind changing and my face getting stuck that way*
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* You may be thinking that’s quite a short list and I was some serious badass as a child, but alas there were plenty of other things I feared, such as sharks in swimming pools, stepping on cracks in the pavement, holding on to a balloon too long and floating away with it, Miss May (scary art teacher), Venger from Dungeons & Dragons, a tree growing inside my stomach (from swallowing apple pips), the Bermuda Triangle, railway lines, piranhas, rabies, acid rain, moths and, finally, scarecrows, which, unlike the rest of the list, still terrify me to this day




A list of things I never worried about as a kid that terrify me as an adult


7. Parties


6. Talking to people at parties


5. Loud neighbours moving in (and having parties)


4. Dying alone


3. Making grammatical errors


2. People standing too close


1. Keanu Reeves turning out to be evil




A list of the top ten greatest animals ever


10. Animals


9. Are


8. Sentient


7. Beings


6. Not


5. Objects


4. To


3. Be


2. Ranked


1. Penguins * †
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* Why penguins rule, part 823: In the 1990s a king penguin called Lala was rescued from a fishing net by the Nishimoto family. They built him his own air-conditioned room and he was even trained to waddle into town to collect groceries (wearing a specially made Pingu backpack)


† Why penguins rule, part 967: In 2011 a retired bricklayer, João Pereira de Souza, found a Magellanic penguin covered in oil. He nursed the penguin (who he named Dindim) back to health, and every year since Dindim has returned to visit him (because penguins are the greatest!)




A list of Victorian slang


8. Gigglemug (always smiling)


7. Bitch the pot (pour the tea)


6. Got the morbs (temporary sadness)


5. Tight as a boiled owl (drunk)


4. Poked up (embarrassed)


3. Sauce-box (the mouth)


2. Cupid’s kettle drums (breasts)


1. Not up to dick (unwell)






A list of Victorian slang but with Gen Z definitions


8. Afternoonified (fleek)


7. Chuckaboo (BFF)


6. Off your chump (cray-cray)


5. Dash my wig (OMG)


4. Mutton shunter (po-po)


3. Skilamalink (sus)


2. Nanty-narking (crine/dead)


1. Shoot into the brown (taking the L)


A bonus list with the standard definition


8. Afternoonified (smartly dressed)


7. Chuckaboo (close friend)


6. Off your chump (unhinged)


5. Dash my wig (surprised)


4. Mutton shunter (police)


3. Skilamalink (suspicious)


2. Nanty-narking (having a good time)


1. Shoot into the brown (to fail)






A list of things greedy people want in different languages


7. To have their cake and eat it (English)


6. To have the moustache and drink porridge (Tamil)


5. To dance at two weddings (German)


4. To sit on two horses with one backside (Hungarian)


3. To have the butter, the money to buy the butter, and a smile from the milkmaid (French)


2. To have a cask full of wine and a drunk wife (Italian)


1. To eat a fish and sit on a dick (Russian)*
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* And there is one more phrase – ‘me want cookie and me want more cookie’ – in Cookie Monsterish




A list of ideas for adverts


8. We’ll drive you up the wall (stairlift installers)


7. Our business is going down the drain (plumbers)


6. Our days are numbered (calendar makers)


5. Summer special: Smoking hot body or your money back (crematorium)


4. We’ll help bring out your inner child (maternity ward)


3. Our clients speak very highly of us (helium manufacturers)


2. You’ll be dying to get in (cemetery)


1. We always keep it up (airline)









A list of titles for a historical thriller


7. The Girl on the Steam Train


6. The Girl with the Wagon Tattoo


5. The Remains of the Girl


4. To Kill a Mockinggirl


3. One Hundred Years of Girlitude


2. Girliver’s Travels


1. Crime and Girlishment


A bonus list of children’s books titled by commercial fiction authors


5. Where the Wild Things’ Daughters Are


4. The Little Prince’s Daughter


3. The Gruffalo’s Daughter


2. The Very Hungry Caterpillar’s Daughter


1. The Hitchhiker’s Daughter’s Guide to the Galaxy






A list of reasons to love Norway


3. In Norway Mr Bump from the Mr Men books is called Herr Dumpidump


2. Norwegians use the word texas to mean batshit crazy (as in ‘2020 has been totally texas!’)


1. The Colonel-in-Chief of the Norwegian King’s Guard, Brigadier Sir Nils Olav III, is a penguin









A list of Mr Men names in different languages


7. Monsieur Grognon (French Mr Grumble)


6. Herr Kuddelmuddel (German Mr Topsy-Turvy)


5. Mr Tisian (Welsh Mr Sneeze)


4. Fætter Dumbum (Danish Mr Dizzy)


3. Senhor Bobo (Portuguese Mr Dizzy)


2. Gubben Glufs Glufs (Swedish Mr Greedy)


1. Don Pupas (Spanish Mr Bump)









A list of the correct order of biscuits


5. Jaffa Cakes*


4. Chocolate Bourbons


3. Choco Leibniz (those fancy German ones)


2. Oreos (those fancy American ones)


1. Triple chocolate chip cookies
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