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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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INTRODUCTION


IN PERIODS OF UNCERTAINTY, it is natural for us to look for beacons of stability and strength. Her Majesty is surely the beacon of beacons. She has been the calm and composed face of our nation (and our postage stamps) for a very long time. What is it about this nonagenarian, 5-foot-4-inch woman, in her bright suits and pearls, that inspires such admiration and respect? This little book attempts to address that big question.


The Queen has been a rare constant in a world of exponential change. Her Majesty’s reign has seen 14 British prime ministers come and go, she has outlived five popes and seen one retire. For 70 years, she has been the nation’s figurehead; from the swinging sixties and the moon landings to the advent of the computer and WhatsApp…. She has seen it all.


The role of a monarch is not what it once was. Henry VIII and his many wives, Charles I and his ‘royal prerogative’, Charles II with his riotous parties… executions aside, they all had quite a good time of it. These days, the monarchy retains the aura of sovereignty but has lost much of its power. To some extent, the monarchy has to earn its right to stay, and in an age when republicanism is in the ascendancy, it says everything about the current Queen that she is so widely adored.
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