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Look out for more life-affirming books
by Enid Blyton

The First Christmas
and Other Stories from the New Testament

 

The Land of Far Beyond





Introduction

What kind of stories do children love most?

Well, from my own memory of favourite books as a child, and from years of wonderful times spent cuddled up with children and grandchildren sharing bedtime stories, I would say they love tales of adventure, danger, courage and sacrifice, with colourful heroes, wicked villains and satisfying endings where love and justice conquer all. And the books in which I discovered all that when I was small are the same books I’ve since read to generations of family members, written by the queen of cliff-hangers and derring-do, Enid Blyton.

She explained, ‘My love of children is the whole foundation of all my work,’ and I think it’s that love and her natural intuition of what children really enjoy that has always connected so strongly with young readers. Her mind was full of stories involving unforgettable characters in series like The Famous Five, The Secret Seven, Malory Towers, Brer Rabbit and Noddy.

Enid always recognised the value of a good tale, which is why it’s no surprise that she was drawn to what she described as ‘the fine, dramatic stories’ of the Old Testament, the first half of the Bible – the sacred scriptures of the Jewish faith which tell of the history and challenges facing the people of Israel in the times long before Jesus was born.

Enid wanted children to know these tales as a foundation of their understanding and faith, and yet she recognised how complicated both the language and storylines could be for young minds to grasp.

So she retold some of the most significant and colourful of these stories in her usual style, keeping the message simple, yet adding enough drama and pathos to appeal to the young readers she understood so well. She wrote these stories in the 1940s and 50s, and yet they are as fresh and readable today as they ever were, wonderfully told by an exceptional writer.

For the child in all of us, however old we are, this book is a real treasure.

 

Pam Rhodes





In the Beginning

AVERY LONG TIME AGO the Lord God made the Earth and the skies around it.

When God looked on the Earth He saw that it was dark. There was no day and no night.

‘Let there be light,’ said God, and there was light. God saw that the light was good. He called the light-time Day, and the dark-time He called Night.

God saw that great waters rolled over the Earth. He divided them, and the dry land came. God saw the tall mountains, the dry plains, the sky and the waters shining in the light of Day.

‘Let the grass grow,’ said God, ‘and the plants and the trees. Let them cover the Earth with their beauty.’

Then the green grass crept everywhere, and the plants grew, and the trees waved in the wind. God saw that they were good.

Then God set the sun in the sky to give light in the day-time, and the moon to give light in the night-time. They shone over the world, the sun giving its warm golden light, and the moon sending out its pale silvery beams.

There was no living thing on the Earth except the grass, the plants and the trees. Then God made the waters full of swimming creatures, and He made the birds that fly in the air.

After that God made all the animals that walk and run on the face of the Earth. Great ones He made whose feet shook the ground, and tiny ones whose busy feet did not even move a blade of grass.

God saw that all He had made was good, and He blessed it so that it might grow and fill the Earth with beauty and life.

Last of all God made man, and breathed life into him. He gave him a mind that could think and wonder and love, and He made him lord of all the creatures on the Earth.
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The man God made was called Adam. God gave him a beautiful garden, where Adam might have peace and happiness. In the evenings He came to talk with Adam and, as the sun sank in the sky, the man always looked for the Lord God to come.





Adam and Eve in the
Beautiful Garden

ADAM’S GARDEN WAS A most beautiful place. It was called the Garden of Eden, and it was the loveliest garden this world has ever known.

Green grass made a carpet, and in it grew thousands of bright flowers. They filled the air with a sweet scent. Trees sprang up everywhere, and gave shade on the hottest days. They too bore sweet flowers and delicious fruit.

A river flowed through the Garden, full of bright fish. Birds sang all around. The sun shone in the day-time and the moon at night. The Garden was as sweet at sunrise as it was at sunset.

Adam was very happy in his beautiful Garden. It was good to be alive in such a wonderful place. All kinds of wild animals lived in the Garden with Adam, and they lived at peace with one another.

Adam was not afraid of them. He did not know what fear was. He only knew happiness and joy. He was lord of all the beasts, and they came to him and he gave them names.

Adam knew that everything in the Garden of Eden was his to love and enjoy. Only one thing he must not touch.

‘You may eat the fruit of all the trees in this Garden, but one,’ said God to Adam. ‘The tree you must not eat from grows in the very midst of the Garden. It is my tree, and the fruit is not for you. It is a deadly fruit, and will take away your happiness, bringing evil and unhappiness instead of goodness and joy. So do not pluck the fruit of this tree.’

Adam promised that he would not. He did not wish to do anything that would displease the Lord God who came each evening to talk to him in love and kindness.

God could read all Adam’s thought, and one day he saw in Adam’s mind that he was lonely. Adam longed for someone like himself to talk to and to love.

Then God said, ‘It is not good for man to be alone. I will make him someone to love.’

So God went to Adam when he was lying in a deep sleep; and God made a woman, and breathed life into her.

When Adam awoke in the early morning, he saw the first woman lying asleep beside him, and he wondered at her beauty, and he loved her.

She opened her eyes and saw Adam. She loved him too, and a great new happiness came to Adam as he showed his wife, Eve, all the beauties of the Garden he loved.

Soon they came to the deadly tree that grew in the very midst of the Garden. It was hung with shining fruit, and Eve put out her hand to pick some.

But Adam drew her back.

‘This Tree is not for us,’ he said. ‘The Lord God has forbidden us to pick its fruit, which is deadly. Come away, Eve.’

So Eve went away with Adam, but she looked back at the glowing fruit as she went. ‘Surely it is the most beautiful in the Garden!’ she said.


 

One day Eve was sitting by herself in the sunshine, waiting for Adam to come. She reached out her hand and picked a ripe golden fruit from a nearby bush. She bit into it, and it was very sweet.

As she ate, she heard a rustling near her, and she saw a serpent coming, his long, scaly body shining in the sun.

Eve was not afraid of him. Neither she nor Adam was afraid of anything. The serpent spoke cunningly to her.

‘Why do you never eat the finest fruit in the Garden?’ he said. ‘Why do you not eat from the great Tree that grows in the very midst of Eden? Its fruit is ripe and sweet now.’

‘The Lord God has forbidden us to eat it,’ said Eve. ‘If we do, all our happiness will go.’

‘Why do you believe that?’ said the serpent in scorn. ‘Does not God himself eat from the Tree? He forbids you to eat from it only because He knows that if you do, you will be as powerful and as wise as He Himself is.’

‘Come and look at the fruit now,’ said the serpent. ‘It is beautiful.’

Eve followed the shining serpent, and gazed in wonder at the branches laden with beautiful fruit. She had never seen any like it in the Garden.

‘It tastes even better than it looks,’ said the serpent. ‘Pick one of the fruits, and feel the softness of it, Eve.’

Eve picked one of the glowing fruits. She smelt its sweetness and felt its softness. She put it to her mouth, and bit into it.

Eve had never tasted anything like the strange fruit before. It was bitter and it was sweet, and she could not help eating every bit.

She picked another of the fruits, and ran to meet Adam. ‘Eat this,’ she said. ‘It is a strange and lovely fruit. Eat, Adam.’
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And Adam ate too. But when he had eaten he felt unhappy and ashamed. He had never been unhappy before. He had never been ashamed. But now he was, and he could not bear it.

Eve was unhappy too. She had disobeyed the Lord God herself, and had made Adam disobey too. She and Adam wandered away and hid themselves among the trees.

They were afraid of meeting God that evening. So they did not run to meet Him with gladness and joy as they usually did. Instead they hid themselves away from Him.

‘What God said to us is true,’ said Adam, in sadness. ‘The Tree is evil, and now that we have eaten of its fruit, we know evil, which brings us unhappiness.’

God came into the Garden. Adam and Eve hid among the trees, trembling, knowing fear for the first time. God called to them, and they heard His voice on the evening air.

‘Adam! Where are you?’

‘We must go to Him,’ said Adam, and he and Eve crept slowly out of their hiding place, and stood before the Lord God.
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