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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      
      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
      

      
      Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Booty

      
      Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
      

      
      Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: The Booty’s bosun
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      [image: image]

      
      
      Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island, but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
      

      
      Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
      

      
      Slicer: The Booty’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
      

      
      Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a frigate called The Tormenter

      
      Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
      

      
      Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s huge first mate
      

      
      Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre that belonged to Prince Alleric.
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      Prologue

      
      
      Al Breas’s arms tingled. His feet were wet. Bewildered, he opened his eyes and stared in shock. What was he doing on a rock
         in the middle of the ocean? Then his friend Owen Seabrook began to appear beside him, shimmering ghost-like for a moment before
         becoming solid.
      

      
      Owen’s eyes bugged in disbelief as he looked around. ‘Where are we?’
      

      
      
      ‘I have no idea,’ Al said. He rubbed his eyes. Only seconds ago he and Owen had been playing in his attic at number five Drake
         Drive. They’d been drinking cola and Al’s dad had been yelling at him to come downstairs and do the dishes.
      

      
      But Al hated doing chores, and besides, he’d been more interested in the big rusty key he’d just found. When he’d tried the
         key in the lock of the old sea trunk that had once belonged to his grandfather, the mysterious chest had opened.
      

      
      The sea trunk had been empty but there was a map of some strange islands drawn on the base. The word treasure had leapt out at them, so Al and Owen had leant into the trunk to have a closer look. Suddenly, Al had felt his body go all
         odd and goose-bumpy. He’d clutched the key in his hand and shut his eyes.
      

      
      
      Now he was stuck with his best friend in the middle of the ocean on a small rocky outcrop!

      
      ‘What’s that?’ Owen’s eyes bugged out even further. Before them a white and ghostly cat appeared. Within seconds the animal solidified
         just as Owen had done. Wobbling slightly on three legs, its weird purple eyes shone in the sunlight. Then, apparently terrified,
         it leapt into Al’s lap, mewing pitifully. Al put the rusty key in his pocket and patted the distressed creature.
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      The tide came in and waves swirled around the rock, coming closer to their feet. The boys also noticed a strange green shadow
         in the water, circling slowly around them. Then a fin cut the surface and Al’s eyes widened in fear. ‘Oh no!’ he cried. ‘A
         shark!’
      

      
      The giant creature came so close they could see its cold eyes glowing with menace and green phosphorous mould growing on its
         ancient skin.
      

      
      ‘Help!’ Owen and Al screamed.

      
      The frightened cat clung to Al’s tracksuit pants and howled alarmingly, its wail carrying over the waters.

      
      Just as the waves were lapping at their feet and the shark was sizing the boys up for dinner, Al and Owen sighted a sail in the distance. After a few minutes the boat sailed right up to them and dropped anchor.
      

      
      ‘It looks like an old Christopher

      
      Columbus boat,’ said Al, waving frantically to the several scruffy men peering down at them from the ship’s rails.

      
      ‘It’s called The Booty,’ said Owen, as the ship’s patched sails were hauled down and a lifeboat launched.
      

      [image: image]

      
      
      Seeing the monstrous green shark circling the rock, the men in the lifeboat beat the water with their paddles. The shark thrashed
         its tail and headed out to sea.
      

      
      Al and Owen were rescued!
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