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 Edward D. Hoch, “Vittoria, the Circus Belle”. Edward Hoch (1930-2008) wass a phenomenally prolific American short-story writer with over seven hundred to his

  credit. He created many fascinating detectives, including Captain Leopold, Dr Sam Hawthorne, Nick Velvet, Ben Snow and Simon Ark. His stories appeared regularly in Ellery Queen’s Mystery

  Magazine and Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine but only a few have made it into individual story collections. Well worth tracking down is his Captain Leopold volume,

  Leopold’s Way, his Simon Ark series, The Judges of Hades, City of Brass and The Quests of Simon Ark, the Nick Velvet books The Spy and the Thief and The Thefts

  of Nick Velvet, whilst a few of his Sam Hawthorne stories have been collected as Diagnosis: Impossible. His more general mystery fiction will be found in The Night My Friend. Hoch

  wrote several Sherlock Holmes stories including “The Return of the Speckled Band” in The New Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, “The Manor House Case” in

  Resurrected Holmes and “The Christmas Client” in Holmes for the Holidays.
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After “The Incumbent Invalid” there was a brief period when little came Holme’s way and he soon began to complain that his practice was “degenerating into an agency for recovering lost lead pencils and giving advice to young ladies from boarding-schools,” an attitude which coloured his initial feelings about the case that became “The Adventure of the Copper Beeches”. Despite the success of that case matters again went quiet and it is probably during his period that Holmes became more open in his use of cocaine for stimulation. Watson refers to it in. “The Yellow Face”, a case which arose in the spring of 1886 and which was one of Holmes’s few recorded failures. Holmes was clearly in the doldrums during this period.
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