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INTRODUCTION





Passionate Pursuits




‘God loves with a great love the man whose heart is bursting with a passion for the IMPOSSIBLE.’


– William Booth





A lot of people are talking about purpose these days. It’s an important topic – knowing and understanding our purpose is essential to knowing and understanding what it is God wants to do with us. When we understand our purpose, we have a road map in front of us that’s a useful and necessary guide. However, if purpose is our journey and destination, then passion is the fuel that’s going to get us there and it’s vital for us to keep that fuel in well-stocked supply.


Life without purpose and passion is a life not worth living. We all need a reason to get up every day and we need to find the passion – the spark that keeps us motivated and moving. We need to be enthusiastic! Too many of us walk around with long faces looking and feeling indifferent, bored or just plain worn-out. But the human heart was made for passion, for strong desire to reach for something beyond ourselves. We need to be able to celebrate each day of our lives, no matter the circumstances.


We get up; we go to work; we take care of the kids; we go to church; we come home; we go to bed, and start it all over again tomorrow. We’re losing both our passion and our purpose, and we’re passing that lack of enthusiasm to our children. Maybe a holiday or a big win from our favourite sports team might rouse us out of our slumber for a little bit, but pretty soon we’re back to having no real enthusiasm about life.




We are here to enjoy God and do His will.





Over the centuries millions of people have asked, ‘What am I here for? What is my purpose?’ There’s a simple answer for this, but not everyone is willing to accept it. We are here to enjoy God and do His will. We were created for His pleasure. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Therefore, He must also be everything in between. This is a lot for some people to accept. They want to know what God is going to do for them, but they should be asking what God is going to do through them.


That’s something Paul thought about every day. Look at how many times he uses these words:




I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me …


– ROMANS 15:18 (NIV)


But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed …


– 2 TIMOTHY 4:17 (NIV)


But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me – and not without results. For I have worked harder than all the other apostles; yet it was not I but God who was working through me by his grace.


– 1 CORINTHIANS 15:10 (NLT)





We are born, we live, and we die. We cannot do anything about being born or about dying, but we can do a lot about how we live. Paul understood that. So did Peter. He was an eager disciple who made a lot of mistakes in his ministry and as one of Christ’s followers, and yet God used him because he was willing to step out boldly when Jesus called. Peter was filled with zeal, passion and enthusiasm.


Taking responsibility for how we live is a brave thing. It takes courage to accept life as it comes to us and it also takes courage to be determined to make the most we can out of it. Life is too short to waste it by always erring on the cautious side or playing it safe instead of pursuing all you can be. It’s time to take action and make your life count: step out of the boat and start working towards leaving a legacy when you are gone.


Passion Is More Than a Feeling


When most people think about passion, they may think about sex or bursts of emotion that come and go. They see passion as unstable, maybe unsatisfying and even unnecessary, and as a result they typically respond to life and signs of enthusiasm this way: Let’s not get worked up about this … Let’s just take one day at a time and see what happens … I don’t let things get to me one way or another.


When we feel less, we risk less. I’m here to tell you, though, the passion I’m talking about – enthusiastic enthusiasm – is not a feeling that comes and goes or a mood you wait to have in order to act on something. Passion is the way you approach life.


Look how God uses passion. Everything He does is done with a purpose, and He does it passionately. He does it with His whole heart. We are to love God with our whole hearts, and do all we do with enthusiasm and drive. No half-hearted effort on our part will ever please God, nor will it produce true joy in our lives.


There is an innate desire deep inside each of us to reach for goals that seem unreachable. I’m talking about those hopes and dreams we all have; some are lying just below the surface, but some have been so deeply buried for so long it will take time to dig them out. It’s our nature to have something to be moving towards at all times. We all need something to strive for, to work towards, and to dream about. We need a reason to get out of bed in the morning, and one that is greater than merely existing for another day. I believe we all have a deep desire to be daring, to get out of the box and live on the edge. If someone asked us, we would readily acknowledge we want life to be exciting, but some of us have got too comfortable and coy sitting on our respective couches of life. We need a challenge, but only a few of us ever dare to follow our hearts. I have decided to be one of the few. Will you join me? Will you dare to be different? Will you dare to live life like you mean it?




Will you dare to live life like you mean it?





Like some of you, I spent many years not enjoying life’s journey. I fought with life, always wishing to have something different than what I had. I finally learned that life is more about the journey than the destination and I made a commitment to enjoy it all. I thank God He taught me to face life boldly, knowing He is with me and that I can do whatever I need to do with Him by my side, and I can do it with joy. I now know I have a purpose, God has a plan and I have decided to live out my days with passion and enthusiasm. I believe this book will have a profound effect on you. It will add a quality to your life that may have been missing, and I’m praying God will show you the purpose and the passion He wants you to have.


Our Greatest Example of Passion


As Christians, when we talk about passion, many of us will think of the passion plays we’ve seen at Easter and, of course, the 2004 film, The Passion of the Christ, which depicts the last twelve hours of Jesus’ life on earth.


Jesus was passionate about His purpose. And He didn’t just show it through intense emotional moments, such as becoming angry when He saw people selling their wares in the temple or weeping when He saw the unbelief of people. His passion could be seen in His concern for the sick, the poor, and those being treated unjustly. He always stopped to help and comfort hurting people who came to Him. He prayed passionately and showed great endurance while on the cross. He loved His Father passionately. We can safely say that everything Jesus did was done wholeheartedly, and we should follow His example.


When we think about passion, we need to think about the passion of Christ. We need to remember His focus, His determination, and how engaged He was with life and with His Father’s plan. We need to adopt His passion for our own. We need to be as engaged with life as He was and is.


If you want to make the most of your life and live it with enthusiasm and zeal the way Jesus did, just reading this book will not be enough. You will need to make decisions along the way. Your approach to life may need to change. Your attitude and how you allocate your time may need to change. However, the results will be rewarding. Getting up every day with purpose and living out each day passionately is a reward in itself. There’s more value to life, and at the end of each day we can sense accomplishment and fulfilment. We can look forward to the next day expectantly.




Living out each day passionately is a reward in itself.





When we embrace life with passion we won’t experience as much dread or regret. Our lives become filled with zeal for the present and we are what I like to call a ‘NOW’ person. Someone who is fully living in the present and getting all they can out of each day. Even the ‘bumps’ in the road on life’s journey have a purpose and you can learn to find value in them rather than dreading and despising them.


Take this journey with me. Let’s learn together how we can be more passionate about the life God has given us. Let’s be determined to fulfil our purpose.









PART I


The Complements of Passion and Purpose















CHAPTER 1





Where Passion and Purpose Start




The life of Jesus Christ was an absolute failure from every standpoint except God’s. But what seemed to be failure from man’s standpoint was a triumph from God’s standpoint, because God’s purpose is never the same as man’s purpose.


– Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest





On 24 December 1968, while families around the world celebrated the arrival of Christmas, a quite different perspective was being seen a couple of hundred thousand miles above the earth’s surface. Astronauts Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and William Anders, aboard Apollo 8 for the historical first manned mission to the moon, looked down in awe and wonder from their lunar orbit at the world below. In a live television broadcast where they showed pictures of the earth and the moon as seen from their spacecraft, the crew ended their transmission with a reading from Genesis.


‘For all the people on Earth, the crew of Apollo 8 has a message we would like to send you,’ said William Anders. ‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light …’1


It was a powerful moment for a powerful statement. Though it lasted just an instant, these astronauts, along with the rest of the world watching their television sets, caught just a glimpse of what God saw when He first created the world. It brings to mind the might and the authority of God and it makes us realise how little we really understand about our Creator.


‘In the beginning God …’ (Genesis 1:1). These are the first four words of the Bible recorded in Genesis, and what William Anders read. I think sometimes we speed by those first few words to get to the creation part, but we need to back up a moment and take a look because they are profound. God was not created. He was already there at the beginning and He does not have an end. God is! He created everything and He did it out of nothing. Our finite minds have trouble understanding that, but one thing we can be sure of: we will never understand God, so there is no point in trying. Let me put it another way. Let’s spend less energy trying to read God’s mind on why He does what He does and more on doing what He wants us to do.




His ways, methods and paths are untraceable, mysterious and undiscoverable.





The truth is, if we could understand Him, He would not be our God. The Bible says in Romans 11:33 that His judgments and decisions are unfathomable, inscrutable and unsearchable. His ways, methods and paths are untraceable, mysterious and undiscoverable. Yet we also know from Scripture that God has a purpose in everything He does. ‘The Lord has made everything [to accommodate itself and contribute] to its own end and His own purpose …’ (Proverbs 16:4).


Can you feel the excitement of mystery stirring in your heart even as you read the words attempting to describe an indescribable God? No one knows the mind of God or can understand Him or His thoughts. No one can counsel God.


Have you ever noticed how often we try to give God advice? How many times we try to tell God what it is we’re going to do and then we ask Him to help us work it out? Thankfully, He doesn’t pay much attention to our whims and our strategising and plotting. God knows best, and His intention for us is always better than anything we could devise.


When it comes to our purpose, we should pray and then make plans. Not make plans and then pray that God will take our advice and make our plans work out. That’s not what knowing God’s purpose for our lives is all about. It’s about living in His will each and every day and it’s the only way we will ever truly know peace and joy.


The Bible teaches us that our minds hold many of our own plans, but it is the Lord’s purposes for us that will stand (see Proverbs 19:21). And we should be glad of it. Think about it: if all of our own plans came to pass, we would have very miserable lives. How many times have you wished for something, did not get it, and then discovered later it would have made your life worse, not better?


We have no idea how often we ask for things that aren’t good for us. God, in His mercy and wisdom, does not give them to us, but He continues working His will and purpose in our lives. It seems frustrating and confusing to us because we keep trying to make things work out the way we want. But I agree with A. W. Tozer who said people crucified with Christ have three distinct marks: they are facing only one direction, they can never turn back, and they no longer have plans of their own. We will not enjoy life until we accept God’s will with joy and stop trying to understand everything that happens contrary to our own desires.


I recently planned a getaway at the Lake of the Ozarks to spend some time with my daughters and some close friends. I had it all planned out: we would stay two nights, go to the spa, shop, eat out, play games, laugh, and just have a wonderful time. I invited everyone three months ahead of time to be sure they didn’t already have plans and yet, one by one, they informed me they could not go for one reason or another. I must admit I was disappointed because I felt God had been telling me to spend more time with my friends and take the time to do things like this trip. I didn’t understand why things weren’t working out until three months later, when a friend reminded me that the party I planned turned out to be on the day I buried my father.


When I started planning that trip, I didn’t know my father would die, but God did. On one occasion when Jesus’ disciples were confused about something He did, He said, ‘You do not understand now what I am doing, but you will understand later on.’ ( John 13:7). God sees the end from the beginning. We only know what we know, but God knows everything.




We only know what we know, but God knows everything.





Acceptance with Joy


I think we often get caught up in trying to work out the meaning of things and never quite accept the fact that trusting God means we will always have unanswered questions. But until we accept that, our joy and our passion in life and in our purpose can’t really begin.


Most of us remember the film Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. Indy was an adventurer and an explorer whose quest to find the Holy Grail almost took over his life. In the climax of the film, Indy loses his footing and is knocked off the edge of a crevasse of rock. As his father, Professor Jones, tries to pull him up by one arm, Indy stretches his other to try and get to the Grail, just out of his reach. His father tells him firmly: ‘Indiana, let it go.’ Indy reluctantly listens to his father, and as they escape the collapsing structure, the Grail is lost for good. In our quest to work out God, we often fall short in realising there are many things about Him that aren’t to be worked out. And like Indiana Jones, we have to learn to let it go.


I’ve learned to enjoy knowing that someone is in charge of my life who has more wisdom than me. When I find myself behind a car going ten miles an hour below the speed limit because of heavy traffic, I like to think that maybe there’s a car accident I’m avoiding by going slower than I intended. Or when I have made plans to do something and something else happens to prevent me from following my original plan, I remind myself that God is in control and I try to accept the change with joy. We must accept God’s Word and what He does at face value and not question it. Trusting God when we don’t understand brings a lot of peace to our lives. My motto is, ‘Ask God for anything you want, but be content with what He gives you.’ Trust that His choice is always the best!


There are many things in the Bible that raise the ‘why’ question in our minds. God’s Word says He loves us because He wants to, not because we give Him any good reason to. The Bible says He chose us for Himself in Christ before the foundation of the world. He adopted us as His own children through Jesus Christ, in accordance with the purpose of His will because it pleased Him (see Ephesians 1:4–5).


I must admit there are times when I don’t know why God would want to love me or be in relationship with me, but I have accepted what He says as truth. We don’t have to work out the ‘why’ behind God’s love, we just need to accept it. As humans we want to understand everything, but there are some things that only God understands. Perhaps if we don’t waste our time and energy trying to work out what only God knows, we will have the energy to live passionate and purposeful lives.


Putting an End to the Why


Why is ‘why’ always the big question in life? It seems like everyone wants to ask why about everything and it starts when we are children. We ask our parents why the moon is so far away and why we have to go to school and why we can’t have a pony in our bedroom. Then, as we get older, we start asking harder questions. Like, why do good people have problems? Why do innocent children die while mean old people live on and on? What about child abuse or world hunger? If God is good, then why is there so much suffering in the world? Why are some people rich and others poor? Why did this tragedy happen to me? Why do I look the way I do? Why can’t I sing or play the piano? Why was it so hard for me to get through school while my sister excelled at everything without even trying? Why? Why? Why?


As human beings, it’s natural for us to ask why. God made us inquisitive and curious. However, there’s a fine line in seeking to understand and demanding to know as much as God. We have to realise that not every question will have an answer; that there are many things we will never fully understand, and we have to be willing to accept it. For instance, if we begin to compare our lives and situations with those of other people, we will probably see injustice everywhere we look, usually because we always compare ourselves with those who have better lives than us. We fail to look at the multitudes of people whose lives are much worse than ours. If we did, we could be thankful instead of confused and bitter.


I grew up in a dysfunctional home filled with violence, alcoholism and incest. I asked ‘why’ for about forty years and only ended up miserable with no answers. I finally decided to accept that my life ‘is what it is’ and determined I would try to discover what might be done with the remainder of my life.


Although I felt I had nothing to give, I gave my nothingness to God and just as He created everything we see out of nothing, He gave me a future and a life worth living. He showed me I had a purpose all along and even though Satan tried to destroy me, God has redeemed me and His purpose for me will stand and be fulfilled.


The purpose for which Jesus came was to destroy the works of the devil (see 1 John 3:8). If you will invite Him into your life to be your Saviour and Lord, He will bring justice and give you double blessing for your former trouble (see Isaiah 61:7–8).


Most people try to give God what they are, but I firmly believe we should also give Him what we are not. He does more with nothing than He does with something! If you feel like nothing, you are just what God is looking for. You are someone He can work with. Give yourself to Him. Accept your life so far, even though you don’t have one ounce of understanding about it and you will sense a peace that is wonderful! You cannot go back and change it, so why not let God do something with it? He can turn your pain into gain and your mess into a miracle.


I still don’t have all the answers to child abuse. I don’t understand the pain of my childhood, but I have decided to leave it with God where it belongs and trust Him to make the life I have left better than it could have been had I not been hurt so badly. Does that sound ridiculous? It may, but God is capable of doing it and He is the only One capable of doing it.


Stop asking why you are alive and what your purpose is and realise right now that you are alive for God’s pleasure. You are here because God wants you here and He wants your fellowship. He wants to pour His goodness out on you and delight you with surprises and blessings. He not only wants to bless you, He wants to make you a blessing to others. You are His representative on earth. You are God’s ambassador.


Instead of asking ‘why, God why?’ just tell God you trust Him. Meditate on how big He is. He has created everything we see. The mountains, oceans, trees, birds, animals, insects, people – everything.


The Bible says if we stop relying on our own insight and understanding God will direct our paths and it will be health to our nerves and moistening to our bones (see Proverbs 3:7–8). In other words, we will be much healthier if we stop asking ‘why’ about everything and just learn to trust.


As parents we realise that it is natural and even healthy for children to ask questions, but there are times when we get weary of being asked to explain everything we do. There’s been many a parent who has dealt with a child asking why this and why that so much that the mum or dad finally erupts with the classic ‘Because I said so!’ God may be saying the same thing to you at this time of your life. Have you got yourself confused trying to understand things only God knows? You can change your attitude right now if you are willing. Give yourself permission not to know and be satisfied knowing the One who does.




Give yourself permission not to know and be satisfied knowing the One who does.







i dare you


Stop Asking Why


Don’t Ask: Why did God let this happen?


Ask: What can I learn from this that will make me a better person?


Don’t Ask: Why is there so much hurt in the world?


Ask: How can God use me to help the hurting?





Knowing God


The Apostle Paul said his determined purpose was to progressively come to know Christ more fully and accurately, and the power of His resurrection (see Philippians 3:10). If you are willing to make knowing God your lifelong pursuit, you will be fulfilling your main purpose.


I believe knowledge is progressive. Everything in life works according to the law of gradual growth. As a child goes through school, he progressively learns. We learn the same way when it comes to spiritual knowledge. To know God, we need to know His Word. We are taught in Luke 1:4 that God’s purpose is that we may know the full truth and understand the doctrines of our faith. Truth is what makes us free. It removes deception in our lives. It takes time and effort, but if we continue studying, little by little, we increase in knowledge. Studying God is wise because:




For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. [For all things originate with Him and come from Him; all things live through Him, and all things center in and tend to consummate and to end in Him.] To Him be glory forever! Amen (so be it).


– ROMANS 11:36






Truth is what makes us free.





Paul was inspired to write this scripture because he realised the importance of it and the fact that it establishes the purpose for each of our lives. Please don’t rush past it without taking time to meditate on it. Notice what it’s telling us: everything begins and ends with God. Everything is from Him, through Him and to Him. In other words, everything comes from Him and all that we do must be done through His ability. We must do it all for Him. He must be the centre of our lives. Until this is accomplished there is no satisfaction to be found in life. Like Rick Warren writes in his book The Purpose Driven Life, ‘You were made by God and for God and until you understand that, life will never make sense.’ Until we accept and embrace that God is everything and we are nothing without Him, we will stay frustrated and unfulfilled and we will struggle with finding joy.


God Is Not Boring


When we talk about embracing passion and engaging life, many people will enthusiastically nod their heads in agreement until we connect God to it. Then they scratch their heads – passion and God in the same sentence? Isn’t that an oxymoron? Even some Christians associate God with boredom, not excitement. Take for instance the older sister who was sitting next to her younger brother in church one Sunday morning, unsuccessfully trying to keep him still and quiet. Finally, she whispered, ‘I wish you would calm down.’ ‘I can’t,’ the boy whispered back. ‘It’s just so boring.’ With that, his sister turned and snapped, ‘It’s supposed to be boring.’ Friends and religion can be boring, but God is never boring.




Even some Christians associate God with boredom, not excitement.





Men crave adventure and women crave romance and God provides both in abundance. He loves us passionately and serving Him is certainly an adventure that will amaze anyone. The Christian life is not supposed to be dull! He tells us in His Word He has come to give us life that we may enjoy it and ‘have it in abundance’ (see John 10:10). God loves to invade everyday life and He is full of surprises. He is the only One who can satisfy the deep longings everyone feels in their hearts. He has a life for you beyond anything you could ever imagine. Get excited about knowing and serving God and look forward to every day. Live with passionate expectation that something good is going to happen to you!









CHAPTER 2





Understanding Why You Do What You Do


I once heard a story about a lighthouse keeper who worked on a rocky stretch of coastline. Once a month he would receive a new supply of oil to keep the light burning so ships could safely sail near the rocky coast. One night, though, a woman from a nearby village came and begged him for some oil to keep her family warm. Another time a father asked for some to use in his lamp. Another man needed to lubricate a wheel. Since all the requests seemed legitimate, the lighthouse keeper tried to please everyone and grant the requests of all.


Towards the end of the month, the man noticed his supply of oil was dangerously low. Soon it was gone, and one night the light on the lighthouse went out. As a result, that evening several ships were wrecked and countless lives were lost. When the authorities investigated, the man was very apologetic. He told them he was just trying to be helpful with the oil. Their reply to his excuses, however, was simple and to the point: ‘You were given oil for one purpose, and one purpose only – to keep that light burning!’1


When was the last time you took a minute to think about why you do what you do? What is it that guides your choices and makes your decisions and carries out your actions? Are you doing what you’re supposed to be doing? And are you doing it with eagerness and dedication?




When was the last time you took a minute to think about why you do what you do?





It’s sad to say but most people never stop long enough to ask themselves why they are doing what they are doing, but it is one of God’s main concerns. Actually He is not impressed by what we do, but rather He’s interested in ‘why’ we do it. Good works done with wrong motives will not receive any reward when we stand before God on Judgment Day.




… for He will both bring to light the secret things that are [now hidden] in darkness and disclose and expose the [secret] aims (motives and purposes) of hearts. Then every man will receive his [due] commendation from God.


– 1 CORINTHIANS 4:5b




On that day, every man and woman will give an account of themselves (see Romans 14:12). This is a sobering thought and one we should contemplate seriously. Those who have placed their faith in and received Jesus as Saviour will not be judged concerning salvation – their names are already written in the Lamb’s Book of Life – but they will be judged concerning their works done during their time on earth and they’ll be rewarded accordingly.


The Bible teaches us that all works done from a wrong motive (evil, selfish) will be burned up and the reward of them will be lost (see 1 Corinthians 3:13–15). We should make sure that we know our motives.


It is possible to know your life’s purpose and spend your life doing it with a wrong motive in your heart. For example, I know that part of my purpose in life is to teach God’s Word all over the world. In the early years of my ministry, God had to severely chastise me because although I was pursuing my purpose, my motives were not right. I wanted to be important, well thought of and admired. I was seeking to find my worth in what I did when I should have found it in being God’s child and knowing who I was in Christ.


Things were not working right in my life. My ministry was not progressing, and I was not happy. I was frustrated most of the time and had no peace or joy. I didn’t know what was wrong. I thought the devil was hindering me and then God showed me it was my motives hindering me. I was praying long and strong every day, but God could not answer my prayers because my motives were not right.




… you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to receive, because you ask with wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives. Your intention is [when you get what you desire] to spend it in sensual pleasures.


– JAMES 4:3




When I realised my heart was wrong, I made a decision to live for God and His glory, not for myself and my glory. It is possible to change our motives by simply making a decision, but we must first know what our motives and purposes are. This requires some deep soul searching that few people take the time to do. Quite often we are afraid to really know ourselves. It is a brave person who faces truth about himself or herself and does whatever is necessary to line up with God’s will. I dare you to be bold enough to honestly examine all your motives and be willing to do nothing if you cannot do something for the right reasons.




i dare you


Check Your Motives


One of the best things we can do for our spiritual walk is to sit down and take the time to think about why we do what we do. The more we understand what our true motives are, the better we can work to ensure our purpose aligns with God’s. Ask yourself these questions and as you think about your answers, write them down in a notebook or a journal so you can come back and review them periodically. Ask God to help you fine-tune your motives so He can use you fully.


1 When you think about doing something for God, what do you hope to get out of it?


2 When you tell others what you are doing for God, are you secretly hoping they will admire you?


3 How much are you willing to sacrifice to do God’s will?


4 Do you find yourself doing more than it seems you can handle just to please people?


5 Do you pray first and then make plans, or plan first and then pray that your plans will work out?


6 Are you willing to stop doing something if God shows you it is time to move on to something else?





To be honest, I was appalled when I realised many of my purposes and motives were wrong. It was hard for me to face but by God’s grace I did, and it was a major changing point in my life. God taught me early on in my walk with Him why it’s so important to know and understand our motives and I strongly recommend you take some time for soul-searching and learn the ‘why’ behind your what.


Motivators


Name some of the motivators you have for doing what you do. Everyone has them – those forces or people propelling us forward or causing us to take action on something. Maybe it’s the hope for a promotion at work or the love of our children keeping us going. Some people are motivated by applause or approval by friends, family or work colleagues. Unfortunately, not all motivators are good or pleasing to God. Greed is a powerful motivator for many people, but God warns us of the danger of greed (see Luke 12:15). It steals the life of those who are motivated by it.


Some people are motivated by jealousy and envy. Others are motivated by hatred and bitterness. Some are motivated by revenge and others by insecurity and fear. Our motivators are like fuel in a car – it is the force that drives us. We need something to motivate us, to move us to action, but it needs to be something that will produce good fruit in our lives and the lives of others. When a child is not performing well in school, his teacher often says he has no motivation. Perhaps the child can never please his parents no matter what he does, so he has lost his motivation to even try. Perhaps he has not been taught good work ethics and is basically lazy. Perhaps the teaching methods being used at his school don’t nurture the way he learns. Some people learn easily from books while others need more hands-on application. The point is when people have no motivation or wrong motivation, there is usually a root cause that needs to be located.


Bitter, angry people who seek revenge have been hurt, and they haven’t learned that God is their Vindicator. They don’t know He will bring justice in their lives if they will just wait on Him. Those motivated by jealousy and envy are insecure individuals who compare themselves and their lives with other people. They think their worth and value is found in staying ahead of everyone else. Those motivated by greed are seeking power from a wrong source. Those motivated by materialism have forgotten they came into the world with nothing and they will leave with nothing.


So what are some good motivators to have in your life? Use this list to get started and see what others you can add to it:


1 God’s Spirit. ‘My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God’s Spirit. Then you won’t feed the compulsions of selfishness’ (Galatians 5:16, The Message). When we truly listen to God’s Spirit in us, we have the single best motivator possible to guide our steps because truth cannot mix with anything less than truth. We should be able to say we are motivated by the Spirit of God in what we do. We do what we do because we believe it is the will of God.


2 Pure love. Paul’s letter to the Philippians indicates that his imprisonment revealed the true motivations of people, both good and bad.‘It’s true that some here preach Christ because with me out of the way, they think they’ll step right into the spotlight. But the others do it with the best heart in the world. One group is motivated by pure love, knowing that I am here defending the Message, wanting to help. The others, now that I’m out of the picture, are merely greedy, hoping to get something out of it for themselves …’ (Philippians 1:15–17, The Message). Genuine love is an important motivator for our purpose and passion because, with it, hate and envy and greed are hard to hold on to. We should be able to say that we do what we do out of pure love.


3 Faith. Like Moses when he led the Israelites out of Egypt, we can be motivated by our faith, our deep belief allowing us to hold to our purpose with unwavering loyalty as ‘one who gazed on Him Who is invisible’ (see Hebrews 11:27). Whatever is not of faith is sin (see Romans 14:23); therefore, let all that we do be done out of faith.


4 To be a blessing. God told Abraham He would bless him and make him a blessing (see Genesis 12:2). I believe a desire to be a blessing is a great motivator and one that pleases God greatly. I love to put smiles on faces. The Bible says that Jesus went about doing good (see Acts 10:38). Let’s strive to be like Him!


5 For the sake of righteousness. I believe a good motivator is very simply doing a thing because it is the right thing to do. Jesus told John to baptise Him in order to fulfil all righteousness (see Matthew 3:15). He did it because it was the right thing to do. There are times in life when ‘duty’ must be our motivator. The Apostle Paul reminds us that it is our duty to take care of elderly parents and grandparents (see 1 Timothy 5:4). The elderly are often ignored simply because their family members are not doing their duty. I believe doing something because it is our duty is a motive that God accepts.


6 The Word of God. Being obedient to the Word of God is one of the best motivators I know of. We don’t have to feel like doing a thing, or think it is fair, or even want to. But if we are willing to do what God says to do in His Word, God will be pleased with our motives and we will not lose our reward.


Once again I urge you to know your purpose and motives. What or who motivates you? A passion to serve God, or a desire to be noticed? Don’t be afraid to answer those kinds of questions honestly. The truth will make you free! I can assure you that you are no different than anyone else. Even if you discover that some of your motives are impure, you are not alone. You are just one of the brave people willing to face reality and make the changes you need to make.


Keeping our motives pure is a lifelong process that must be pursued passionately. It is very easy to be self-deceived, so let us commit regularly to examining our motives before God, asking Him to reveal any wrong ones we have.




Passion with Purity


The Bible tells us in Matthew 5:8 that those who are pure in heart will see God. I believe that means people with pure hearts have a clear awareness and understanding from God – they hear Him with great clarity and are confident in His will.


Talk to any engineer and you will learn that the only way metal can safely be used is after testing it repeatedly under very high standards and requirements. The desired metal to be used must be pure, and in order for it to be pure it has to go through fire – it must be melted down and then moulded to fit. Before we can fulfil our purpose, we must be willing to be tested under God’s standards and purified so we are ready to be used.


You may have started reading this book because you want to know what your purpose is in life, and I believe you will find it. However, it’s vital that you know your own heart’s intent before you can understand and realise the rest of what God has for you.


The Bible teaches us God’s general will for all people. Some of these things we have already mentioned. God’s purpose is that we enjoy Him, obey Him, enjoy life, live passionately, and represent Him well. These things are the same for everyone. But there are other things specific to individuals. God gives unique gifts, talents and abilities to each of us. To one is given the ability to manage and administrate (see Romans 12:6–8). Another person might have the ability to teach and lead, another has the ability to sing or paint, and on and on it goes. Together we make up what the Bible calls the body of Christ. He is our head and we are His body. He takes the lead and we follow. We must train ourselves to keep our motives pure and follow God’s will at all times.


Have you ever trained for something strenuous? Maybe for a marathon? What if you were to set out on that race without ever having worked on developing those muscles? What if, instead, you sat around all day and ate junk food? Once you’re in the race – as much as your mind might will your body to work – if those muscles of yours aren’t trained, if they’re not as healthy and physically whole as possible, you’re not going to do well. It’s the same way with our relationship with God. We choose to practise doing what is right and as we do so again and again we form good habits that become part of our character. We become well trained for the purposes of God.


As we work together corporately, His full will and purpose is accomplished on earth. That’s why it is so important to understand why we do what we do and to ensure our motives are pure because our purpose ultimately is to serve God’s purpose – not our own.



Give It All You Have Got


God’s Word gives us simple instructions regarding how we are to handle our unique abilities. It simply says to give yourself to your abilities (see 1 Timothy 4:15). To me, that means we should get busy doing what we are good at and not attempt to do what we either are not good at or unable to do. Many people try to do what someone else is good at instead of doing what they are good at. They compare and compete and lose their joy in the process.


The Bible says:




[He whose gift is] practical service, let him give himself to serving; he who teaches to his teaching; He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he who contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality; he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and singleness of mind; he who does acts of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness.


– ROMANS 12:7–8






Years may wrinkle your skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles your soul.





Not only do we need to find God’s purpose and do it with right motives, but we are to do it with passion, zeal and enthusiasm. Years may wrinkle your skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles your soul. It dries you up on the inside and everything feels dead. God does not want us to obey Him merely out of obligation. He wants us to serve Him from desire and to thoroughly enjoy Him. To attempt to serve God from duty without also delighting in Him is actually an insult. We are not puppets, we are people created by God with free will. He has chosen us and He wants us to choose Him joyfully.


I am reminded of the wedding in John 2 where Jesus is asked by His mother for help when it’s discovered all the wine has gone. He tells the servants to take six large stone water pots and fill them with water. I wonder what the servants thought of His instructions, knowing their master was at risk of embarrassment in front of his guests and now this man named Jesus was asking them to fill water pots with water. But it doesn’t appear they question Him; in fact, the Bible says they filled those water pots ‘up to the brim’ ( John 2:7). Immediately, the water turned into wine.


This was the first recorded miracle of Jesus’ ministry on earth and I want to remind you that His miracles did not stop there. He will also do miracles in your life if you obey Him, and offer yourself as a clean pot He can fill.


Just as Jesus worked in partnership with the servants to turn water into wine, He works in partnership with us today. I feel passion stirring in my soul when I remind myself that I am in partnership with the all powerful, all knowing, ever-present God. Just think about it – you are God’s partner!




Just as Jesus worked in partnership with the servants to turn water into wine, He works in partnership with us today.




Nothing energises us like having a clear vision of what we are supposed to be doing. We have to work in order to survive, but meaningless work wears us out. The world is filled with tired, worn-out people, and most of it is due to people who ‘go through the motions’of life, yet they have not found their purpose. They spend their lives doing what they hate and are not courageous enough to do what they really want to do. Sadly, one of the biggest motivators for people is often the salary cheque. You would be better off earning less money and being passionate about what you’re doing, than making a lot of money doing something you despise. Will you dare to follow your heart all the way to fulfilment?




Will you dare to follow your heart all the way to fulfilment?





Eternity will far outlast any time we have here on Earth, so we should make the most of the years we do have and realise that what we do today, and especially ‘why’ we do it, affects not only now but later. The here and the hereafter. To have passion means to feel, to risk, to dream and to live. We only have one life in our lifetime – let’s not waste it.









CHAPTER 3





Putting Smiles on Faces


There are temporal things and there are eternal things. Unfortunately, we have made the mistake of paying too much attention to temporal things. We get caught up in stuff instead of in service and it’s just one of the ways we can be our own worst enemies when it comes to keeping a fire going for the Kingdom.


The Bible says everything we see is currently passing away (see 2 Corinthians 4:18). When we buy something and bring it home, it is already decaying. Go to a car dealership, drive off the garage forecourt with a new car, and your brand-new purchase is already worth less than what you just paid for it five minutes before! I know a couple who bought one of those new digital video recorders that are all the rage now. They were so excited to get it home until the next day when they discovered another model just released with features their machine didn’t have. Their new purchase was already outdated. Things are temporal. My husband, Dave, and I often drive by junkyards and comment that those piles of junk were once somebody’s dream. People probably went into debt and may have even ruined relationships to own what is now lying in a junkyard, rusted and decayed.


The physical, mental and even spiritual energy we sometimes use in ‘keeping up with the Joneses’ could be put to much better use. When we serve others, we’re being God’s hands and feet. We are using our energy for an eternal purpose. We’re making a difference in the lives of His children, and often our reward is a smile from someone. It’s a reminder that we have given someone joy, and what we sow into the lives of others we can expect to reap in our own. Give joy and you will always have plenty of joy. The Bible teaches us that it is more blessed to give than to receive. I don’t know about you, but something that gets me excited every time is the good feeling I get inside when I’ve helped someone. Being a blessing to others is a key to keeping enthusiasm in your life. It’s acting with eternal significance instead of temporal purposelessness, which we’ll talk more about in the next chapter.




Being a blessing to others is a key to keeping enthusiasm in your life.







As it is written, He [the benevolent person] scatters abroad; He gives to the poor; His deeds of justice and goodness and kindness and benevolence will go on and endure forever.


– 2 CORINTHIANS 9:9




We serve God by serving people – by making things happen for them that they are not able to do for themselves. By using our energies to make their lives easier and more pleasant, we are being servants to our Creator. These are the things that endure for ever. These things have eternal value.


I know serving other people is not a very popular topic. It gives us a mental picture of doing things for everyone else while they take advantage of us. We tend to think of serving as a job that is not very impressive, but Jesus didn’t think of it that way at all. As a matter of fact, He said if we really wanted to be considered great in the Kingdom of God we would have to serve (see Matthew 5:19).


What kind of a mental image do you get when you hear the word ‘servant’? Do you see a maid in a little black and white uniform cleaning up after people and doing dishes? Do you see a butler opening the door of a mansion for guests who are arriving? Or do you see Jesus joyfully and enthusiastically washing His disciples’ feet and telling them to do the same thing?


Selfishness Leads to Unhappiness


Serving God and others is the pathway to joy, but very few people realise it. Most individuals think having someone serve them is the way to go. They think getting what they want will bring fulfilment, but they are mistaken. Doctor, theologian and philosopher Albert Schweitzer once said, ‘The purpose of human life is to serve, and to show compassion and the will to help others.’1 Some people are blessed to realise the truth before they waste their entire lives.






Serving God and others is the pathway to joy.





I heard a story about a woman who went to her pastor for counselling because she was terribly depressed. He was a pastor with many years of experience and knew right away what her problem was, but did not feel she was ready to hear the truth. Instead of taking a risk in offending her, he gave her a homework assignment. He knew from past experience she liked to cook so he asked her to go home and bake some cakes and give them away during the week and then come back for another appointment the following week when he would have more time. The woman never returned for her next appointment and when several weeks passed, the pastor noticed the woman at church and asked her why she hadn’t come back. She replied, ‘Oh, I got so excited when I started baking cakes and giving them to people that I forgot all about being depressed.’ The pastor knew her depression was rooted in selfishness and too much idle time to think about everything she didn’t like about her life. He believed if he could get her active doing something for others, God’s joy would be released in her and, sure enough, it worked.
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