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Introduction



We’re thrilled to introduce you to this collection of bad girls, bodacious babes, and tough chicks. Smart, funny, and inspirational women who can give you a virtual hug or a kick in the ass—depending on what you need.


It’s a tough world, and women are out there dealing with it every day. Ok, so the economy may not be as strong as it could be; relationships are never as easy as they seem at the beginning; and problems at work are never far away. But most women are ready and able to take on life’s challenges and emerge strong and triumphant at the other end. And more often than not, those triumphant women are the “bad girls”—the ones who don’t obey every rule and who aren’t anxious to please everyone. These are women who take and give abundantly, women who create their own way—whether others like it or not.


We can all be bad girls—embracing that inner toughness, proudly owning the word “bitch,” and facing the world like the fierce females we are. It’s just a matter of listening to that little voice inside. But all too often we’re so immersed in relationships, work, daily routines, and social calendars that it’s hard sometimes to hear our own thoughts or our own hearts. We are so often conditioned to do what’s expected of us instead of breaking free and discovering what will help us meet our own personal fulfillment that we can lose our sense of vitality, creativity, and our essential true selves.


This is exactly why this collection of quotes exists, as a means and an inspiration for all of us to do better, reach higher, be happier, and face life with a determined mind and a sly grin—no matter what you’re facing. Here, you’ll find three hundred quotes from powerful women who can help get you going on your way! From Queen Victoria to Queen Latifah, from Bette Davis to Betty White, and from Maria Callas to Mindy Kaling, the women in this book share words of wisdom and humor on everything from men to work, from the meaning of life to romance, from sex to self-esteem, and so much more.


These quotes are meant to give you the empowerment, the inspiration, and the courage to take on whatever comes next. And, of course, to enjoy the process as you do. After all, good girls may be good—but bad girls are better!
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Bad Girls,
Bitches, and Divas:



IT’S WHO WE ARE


It wasn’t that long ago that women did not want to be called “bad girl,” “bitch,” or “diva.” If you were called any of these names, it meant you were pushy, opinionated, and unladylike. Nowadays, many women proudly own these names—and it’s something to celebrate!


[image: ]


To be good is to be forgotten. I’m going to be so bad I’ll always be remembered.


Theda Bara (1885–1955)


American actress



















I have bursts of being a lady, but it doesn’t last long.


Shelley Winters (1920–2006)


American actress


If I were well behaved, I’d die of boredom.


Tallulah Bankhead (1902–1968)


American actress


Good girls go to heaven, bad girls go everywhere.


Mae West (1893–1980)


American actress and screenwriter


and Helen Gurley Brown (1922–2012)


American editor and writer


People are always like, “Oh, she’s such a bitch.” I’m like, “Yeah, I am a bitch, actually.”


Chelsea Handler (b. 1975)


American comedian, actress, and writer


I do have my standards. They’re low, but I have them.


Bette Midler (b. 1945)


American singer and actress


Who are we? We are the life force power of the universe. . .


Jill Bolte Taylor (b. 1959)


American scientist
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I hope there’s a tinge of disgrace about me. Hopefully, there’s one good scandal left in me yet.


Diana Rigg (b. 1938)


English actress


I’m a bad woman, but I’m damn good company.


Fanny Brice (1891–1951)


American comedian, singer, and actress


Send me flowers while I’m alive. They won’t do me a damn bit of good after I’m dead.


Joan Crawford (1905–1977)


American actress


It’s fucking hard to be classy.


Janet Evanovich (b. 1943), in One for the Money


American writer


You can’t fool an old bag like me.


Hedda Hopper (1885–1966)


American gossip columnist


I wish to live to 150 years old, but the day I die, I wish it to be with a cigarette in one hand and a glass of whiskey in the other.


Ava Gardner (1922–1990)


American actress
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Jean Harlow (trying on a dress):
Can you see through this?


Woman: I’m afraid you can, dear.


Harlow: I’ll wear it.


Jean Harlow (1911–1937), in Red-Headed Woman


American actress


You teach ’em Mother Hubbard went to the cupboard to get her poor dog a bone. I say, Mother Hubbard had gin in that cupboard.


Moms Mabley (1894–1975)


American comedian


I won’t be any properer than I have a mind to be.


Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811–1896)


American writer and abolitionist


I believe in trying everything once—except country dancing and incest.


Hermoine Gingold (1897–1987)


English actress


I don’t pray. Kneeling bags my nylons.


Jan Sterling (1921–2004), in Ace in the Hole


American actress
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I hate the word panties.
It’s a cheesy word for underpants.


Katie Couric (b. 1957)


American journalist


Hell, I suppose if you stick around long enough they have to say something nice about you.


Ava Gardner (1922–1990)


American actress


Whisky, gambling, and Ferraris are better than housework.


Françoise Sagan (1935–2004)


French writer


I want to be a guy, but I want to wear a lot of makeup.


Gwen Stefani (b. 1969)


American singer, songwriter, and fashion designer


Ain’t nobody going to censor me, no sir! . . . at my age, honey, I can say what I want.


Annie Elizabeth Delaney (1891–1995)


American civil rights pioneer


What in heaven’s name is strange about a grandmother dancing nude? I’ll bet lots of grandmothers do it.


Sally Rand (1904–1979)


American actress and burlesque dancer


If you write anything nasty about me, I’ll come around and blow up your toilet.


Courtney Love (b. 1964)


American singer, songwriter, and guitarist


I try not to drink too much because when I’m drunk, I bite.


Bette Midler (b. 1945)


American singer and actress


I know who you are, and I am not impressed.


Joan Jett (b. 1958)


American rock guitarist, singer, and songwriter


Tough girls come from New York. Sweet girls, they’re from Georgia. But us Kentucky girls, we have fire and ice in our blood. We can ride horses, be a debutante, throw left hooks, and drink with the boys, all the while making sweet tea, darlin’. And if we have an opinion, you know you’re gonna hear it.







OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
   
   
  
        
       
 

        
       
 

     
 
   
   
 
 
  
     





OEBPS/images/000_white.jpg





OEBPS/images/f6.jpg





OEBPS/images/f18.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_020.jpg
No matter what
happens, I'm
loud, noisy, earthy;
and ready for much
more living,

Elizabe thT ylo (1932 2011)

eeeeeeeeeeee





OEBPS/images/f11.jpg





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg





OEBPS/images/3star.jpg





OEBPS/images/f14.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_016.jpg
Yes, | swore,
and I'm so
fucking

S()I'l’y.

Joan Rivers (b. 1933)
American comedian, actress, and TV personality





OEBPS/images/000_011.jpg
Give a girl
the right shoes,
and she can
conquer
the world.

Marllyn M ooooo (1926 1962)

eeeeeeeeeeee





OEBPS/images/9780762448791.jpg
Bad Girls

Go Everywhere

Wisdom, Humor,
and Inspiration
frorn Women with
Attitude

Kathryn &
Ross Petras





