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Get the most from this book


This book will help you revise for the AQA GCSE Citizenship Short Course and Full Course specifications (examination Unit 1 and Unit 3). It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. Tick each box when you have:




•  revised and understood a topic


•  tested yourself and practised the exam questions.





Tick to track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4–7 to plan your revision, topic by topic.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading throughout the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed


Short Course


If you are doing the Short Course, you only need to cover the Unit 1 material, shown in the topic heading as U1.


Full Course


If you are doing the Full Course, you should also cover the Unit 3 material, shown in the topic heading as U3.
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Key terms


Key terms from the specification are shown at the start of each topic.
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Remember


These provide key points to remember for each topic in the exams.
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Examiner tip


Throughout the book there are exam tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Websites


Carry out some further research and make sure you have the up-to-date information and knowledge to take into the exam.
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Test yourself


Use these questions at the end of each Unit 1 section to make sure that you have understood every topic. Check your answers at the back of this book on pages 102–04.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Go online


Go online at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/‌myrevisionnotes to find answers to the practice exam questions and try out the quick quizzes.
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Introduction


What is Citizenship about?


What does Citizenship mean?


The terms ‘citizens’ and ‘citizenship’ are used in everyday language, yet as a compulsory school subject in the UK, Citizenship is relatively new.


In it simplest meaning, citizenship is about belonging. Having citizenship grants an individual an identity and a sense of belonging. With that belonging come both rights as a citizen and responsibilities.


What is the study of Citizenship about?


The study of Citizenship is about the knowledge associated with being a citizen in the UK. This means having an understanding of the concepts associated with citizenship. It also means having an understanding of the necessary skills and processes needed to become an active participating citizen within contemporary UK society, who, if they wish, can try to make a difference in their community or society as a whole.


What is covered in the study of Citizenship?


Considering the very broad nature of citizenship, a whole range of other subjects and topics are referred to when studying Citizenship in the UK: rights and responsibilities, fairness and justice link to issues relating to law and the social structure of society; democracy links to politics; identity links to demography and culture; global problems and issues link to topics like human rights and how we now live in what is called a ‘global village’, where what happens in another part of the globe can impact upon our lives in the UK.


As well as a body of information, which is constantly being updated, Citizenship as a subject is about enabling you to become empowered and be an active member of society. A wide range of transferable skills is required when considering Citizenship issues. You need to develop a critical mind to be able to weigh up evidence to make judgements, develop arguments, sustain points and reach conclusions based upon evidence.


Why study Citizenship?


Citizenship is not just about studying books or doing internet research, it is also about developing skills and an understanding of the processes needed by a citizen in the twenty-first century to be able, if they wish, to participate fully in society, to become an active citizen who can try to make a difference.


The structure of the AQA GCSE Citizenship Studies course encourages the development of your citizenship knowledge and understanding, but also seeks to develop the skills you need to become an active participating citizen.


GCSE Citizenship, as well as being a useful subject in its own right, helps prepare you for a broad range of post-16 courses, including A level Citizenship Studies.


What are the needs of the AQA specification?


How is the specification organised?


The AQA specification is organised into four themes:





1 Community Action and Active Citizenship



2 Being a Citizen in the UK: Democracy and Identity



3 Fairness and Justice



4 Global Issues and Making a Difference.





Each theme covers a broad area of citizenship. Some of the content from one theme can assist you when you are studying another theme. The content of the Short Course (Unit 1) covers the requirements of the National Programme of Study for Citizenship at Key Stage 4. The content of the Full Course (Unit 3) seeks to extend and add further depth. The two courses should be seen as overlapping, with the Short Course as a precursor to the Full Course.


[image: ]


How does the assessment work?


GCSE Citizenship Studies has two assessment components:




•  written examination papers


•  controlled assessment.





Short Course
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The Short Course is made up of:




•  Unit 1: Written Paper – worth 40 per cent of the total Short Course award


•  Unit 2: Controlled Assessment – worth 60 per cent of the total Short Course award.
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Full Course
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In order to achieve a full GCSE, you are required to take two further units, so that you take four in total.




•  Unit 1: Written Paper – worth 20 per cent of the total Full Course award.


•  Unit 2: Controlled Assessment – worth 30 per cent of the total Full Course award.


•  Unit 3: Written Paper – worth 20 per cent of the total Full Course award.


•  Unit 4: Controlled Assessment – worth 30 per cent of the total Full Course award.
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Controlled Assessment




•  Unit 2: The task for the Short Course is called Advocacy and Representation. It is about convincing others that action needs taking about a topic you have researched. This involves you undertaking work on your own or with others, and writing up an account under semi-examination conditions in your school.


•  Unit 4: The task for the Full Course is called Taking Informed and Responsible Action. This can be based upon the work you undertook for the short course Controlled Assessment, or it could be a new task. It is about taking informed and responsible action to bring about change.





The Controlled Assessment tasks you undertake must be chosen from a list that AQA prescribes. The Controlled Assessment element is completed prior to the written paper, so you must ensure that you do well in this if you want to get a good grade.


Schools initially mark the Controlled Assessment tasks then external AQA moderators check the marking. The written examination papers are marked externally by AQA examiners.


How the AQA Citizenship specification is organised
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Guide to the Short Course Exam


The written examination paper for the GCSE Short Course Citizenship Studies is one hour in length. It is worth 40 per cent of the total Short Course award and 20 per cent of the total Full Course award. The exam paper is marked out of a total of 40 marks.


The paper is divided into Section A and Section B.


Section A


Section A of the Short Course paper is made up of two questions, both of which are compulsory. All the questions in Section A are based only upon Theme 1: Community Action and Active Citizenship. You should spend approximately 30 minutes answering the questions in this section. There are 20 marks available for Section A.


Question 1 has ten questions worth one mark each.




a) What is a petition?





(1 mark)


These are short response questions, which sometimes can be answered in a few words. The question is only worth one mark so it is looking for one clear point – avoid writing too much as you can’t gain an extra mark. These questions often use the ‘trigger words’ (what you have to do): ‘identify’ or ‘name’, ‘outline’ or ‘give an example’.


Question 2 is a three-part question worth ten marks in total.


Part a) is worth 3 marks, part b) is worth 3 marks and part c) is worth 4 marks. These questions are based on source material that can be presented as written text, tables, charts or data.
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Read the source below and answer the questions that follow.


Source A
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The Government has instructed all local councils to cut their spending for the next year by 15 percent. This is being done in order to cut the current national debt. Central Government and the devolved bodies are also required to cut their spending by 15 percent.
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a) Identify three devolved bodies in the UK.





(3 marks)





b) How might the proposed cuts affect local services?





(3 marks)





c) Outline how else the Government might cut the national debt other than by cutting government spending.





(4 marks)
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Both 3-mark questions require three pieces of information or examples to gain full marks. Parts a) and b) require short sentence responses identifying three points or a short paragraph which contains three points. Part c), the 4-mark question, requires a short piece of extended writing, approximately six to eight lines of text. Remember that this question is unseen but must be based on Theme 1 of the specification.


Section B


Section B of the Short Course written paper is made up of three questions. You are only required to answer one of these questions. You should spend approximately 30 minutes answering the questions in this section. There are 20 marks available for Section B.




•  One question is based on Theme 2: Being a Citizen in the UK: Democracy and Identity.


•  One question is based on Theme 3: Fairness and Justice.


•  One question is based on Theme 4: Global Issues and Making a Difference.





The titles of the topics on which the questions are based are pre-released each year by AQA, so that you can do some in-depth preparation for your chosen topic. For example, the topics could be pre-released as:


Question 3 – Identity and Democracy: Voting


Question 4 – Fairness and Justice: Anti-social Behaviour


Question 5 – Global Issues and Making a Difference: Poverty and Fair Trade


Each of the questions in Section B follows the same structure. Part a) is worth 2 marks, part b) is worth 6 marks and part c) is worth 12 marks. These questions are based on unseen source material, which can be presented as written text, tables, charts or data.
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3 Read the source below and answer parts a), b) and c) which follow.


Source A
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Scotland to leave the UK


Leading pollsters are predicting that in the forthcoming referendum on Scottish independence, 53 per cent will vote for full independence for Scotland. It is estimated that only 40 percent of voters will turn out to vote. The UK Prime Minister has stated that he is opposed to Scotland withdrawing from the Union, as have the leaders of all the major UK parties. The leader of the Scottish Parliament has said that what is important is the will of the people of Scotland and the UK Parliament should not try to block Scottish independence.
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a) What do you understand by the term ‘the Union’?





(2 marks)





b) Briefly outline the case a UK prime minister could make to the people of Scotland to vote ‘no’ in the referendum.





(6 marks)





c) What are the advantages for Scotland if it gained full independence?





(12 marks)
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Part a) responses require two pieces of information. Each point made should be no longer than a single sentence. If the trigger word is ‘name’ or ‘identify’, a single word or phrase is sufficient. If the trigger is ‘outline’, then one or two sentences may be required.


Part b) normally requires three pieces of evidence with some supporting comment. You gain a mark for identification and one for extension. The trigger may be ‘briefly outline’ which means give the main points with some elaboration – you only have twelve lines to complete, so no introduction is required, just answer the question as stated. No conclusion is required.


Part c) is a short essay and should follow a structure; opening statement, main evidence and lastly a brief conclusion. This part is worth 12 marks. If you are asked to make a case or present an argument you may only be required to give a response from one point of view. If you are required to give both sides of an argument this will be indicated in the question and that part will be in bold text. If the response only requires one point of view, indicate in the conclusion that there are other views on this matter – this shows understanding of the issue. Remember that the topic title is pre-released to help you research the topic. If the topic pre-release contains three phrases, remember that there are three questions to answer.


GCSE Short Course
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Unit 1 (1 hour) – maximum mark is 40.


Summary of question types


Section A – You must answer all these questions.





1 Ten parts each worth one mark and requiring short answers.





(10 marks)





2 a) Requires three short points.





(3 marks)


b) Requires three short points.


(3 marks)


c) Present a case or make an argument, approx. six- to eight- line answer.


(4 marks)


Section B – You must answer one question, either Question 3, 4 or 5. The topics are pre-released.





3–5 Based on unseen source material.





a) Identify two points.


(2 marks)


b) Extended writing of 12 to 16 lines.


(6 marks)


c) Short essay of 25 to 33 lines.


(12 marks)
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Guide to the Full Course exam


The written examination paper for the GCSE Full Course Citizenship Studies is one hour in length. It is worth 20 per cent of the total Full Course award. The exam paper is marked out of a total of 40 marks.


The paper is divided into Section A and Section B.


Section A


Section A of the Full Course written paper is made up of four questions. You are required to answer all four questions. You should spend approximately 30 minutes answering the questions in this section. There are 20 marks available for Section A. Each of the questions in Section A is based on the themes from the specification.




•  One question is based on Theme 1: Community Action and Active Citizenship.


•  One question is based on Theme 2: Being a Citizen in the UK: Democracy and Identity.


•  One question is based on Theme 3: Fairness and Justice.


•  One question is based on Theme 4: Global Issues and Making a Difference.





Each of the questions in Section A follows the same structure and is worth 5 marks in total. Part a) is worth 1 mark, part b) is worth 2 marks and part c) is worth 2 marks. These questions are based on unseen source material, which can be presented as written text, tables, charts or data.
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Read the source below and answer parts a), b) and c) which follow.


Source A
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Global Crisis


In 2008, there was a global financial crisis caused by bank lending to people who could not repay their debts. Several major investment firms and US banks failed and this triggered banking problems worldwide. In 2011, there is concern about the ability of some countries to repay their debts and they are being forced to reduce their spending and raise taxes.
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a) Identify one international body that is involved in trying to help countries that have problems with their debts.





(1 mark)





b) Explain one impact on ordinary citizens of the global banking crisis.





(2 marks)





c) What is the role of the G8 in relation to this global crisis?





(2 marks)
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The sources for these questions may give an answer to a question or just provide some ideas or help give you some thoughts about the questions. Part a) just requires a short response and may use trigger words like ‘identify’, ‘name’, ‘give an example of’. Parts b) and c) may require two pieces of information or one fact supported by some evidence. The trigger words could be ‘explain’ or ‘outline briefly’.


Remember to read the source before answering the questions. If you find one question difficult, move on to the next and come back to any missing questions later.


Section B


Section B of the Full Course written paper is made up of three questions. You are only required to answer one question. You should spend approximately 30 minutes answering the questions in this section. There are 20 marks available for Section B.




•  One question is based on Theme 2: Being a Citizen in the UK: Democracy and Identity.


•  One question is based on Theme 3: Fairness and Justice.


•  One question is based on Theme 4: Global Issues and Making a Difference.





The titles of the topics on which the questions are based are pre-released each year by AQA, so that you can do some in-depth preparation on your chosen topic. For example, the topics could be pre-released as:




•  Question 5 – Fairness and Justice: The Prison System


•  Question 6 – Community Action and Active Citizenship: The Media


•  Question 7 – Global Issues and Making a Difference: International Conflict





Each of the questions in Section B follows the same structure. Part a) is worth 2 marks, part b) is worth 6 marks and part c) is worth 12 marks. These questions are based on unseen source material, which can be presented as written text, tables, charts or data. This question type is identical to those for the Short Course Section B (see page 10), except that here the source appears after part a) and links to part b) that follows.


Pre-released topic: Being a Citizen in the UK: Immigration
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a) Explain what is meant by the term ‘immigration’.





(2 marks)


Read the source below and answer part b) which follows.


Source A
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The Effects of Immigration


Many people are concerned about the high levels of people coming into the UK in recent years. Many complain that they take employment away from British workers. Others welcome people from other countries and many employers claim they do jobs that UK citizens refuse to do and without these workers many businesses would not survive.
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b) Explain two ways in which immigrants aid the UK economy.





(6 marks)





c) Present a case for controlling the number of immigrants that come to the UK. Why might some people disagree?





(12 marks)
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GCSE Full Course
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Unit 3 (1 hour) – maximum mark is 40.


Summary of question types


Section A – You must answer all these questions.





1–4 Based on unseen source material.





a) Requires a short answer.


(1 mark)


b) Requires a short answer.


(2 marks)


c) Requires a short answer.


(2 marks)


Section B – You must answer one question: either Question 5, 6 or 7. The topics are pre-released.





5–7 a) Short response up to four lines.





(2 marks)


b) Extended writing of 12 to 16 lines.


(6 marks)


c) Short essay of 25 to 33 lines.


(12 marks)
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Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go




•  Gather all your Citizenship material in one place, such as a file or box. Include: any textbooks that you have; your written work from your Citizenship lessons and homework; any past examination materials you have been given (question papers and mark schemes, examiner reports and the details of the pre-released topics – all available to centres from the AQA website, www.aqa.org.uk); any teacher handouts you have been given; research materials, such as notes from the internet, or resource materials you have found, especially in relation to the pre-released topics for the Short and Full Course written papers; a copy of the specification; this revision guide.


•  Sort your materials into the four themes of the specification. Add tabs to any textbooks using colour-coded sticky notes.


•  Start by looking at the teaching specifications. Look through your materials for Theme 1 and make sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner on pages 4–7 will help you to group your notes into topics. This is the most important theme as you have to answer all the questions.


•  Go to the theme you have selected for Part B of the examination paper and check your materials against the teaching specification for that theme. You could keep the material for that theme in a separate file.


•  Work out a realistic revision plan to complete your revision. Plan gaps to give yourself a rest and to give you extra time in case you miss any of your planned revision slots. Do not plan to continually revise one subject for days on end – make sure you alternate subjects.


•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go




•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the examiner tips, remember boxes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail. Remember to have the AQA pre-release topic sheet with you when you revise the topic you have selected from Section B.


•  Learn the key terms at the start of each topic in this book. To show clear understanding of the term, write an example next to each one. If possible, make the example recent and UK-based.


•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the Test yourself questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.


•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise and ask your teacher to go over these in class.


•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the quick quizzes at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/‌myrevisionnotes



•  Try different revision methods. Make notes as you revise – you could use mind maps and spider diagrams. Create your own flash cards with questions from past papers on one side and information in bullet points on the other.


•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go




•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.


•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.


•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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