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1 Myths
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Myths are stories that were made up many, many years ago to explain things that people did not understand. Lots of countries have myths that explain why earthquakes happen.


In India, they say that the Earth is held up by four elephants that stand on the back of a turtle. The turtle is balanced on a cobra. When one of the animals moves, the Earth trembles.
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In West Africa, the story is that the Earth is really the head of a giant. The trees and plants are his hair. The people and animals are the insects that run around on his scalp. When he sneezes or nods his head, the Earth shakes.


In ancient Greek myths, the god Poseidon was able to create earthquakes by hitting the ground with his trident, a three-pronged spear.


In Japan, they believed that the Earth was balanced on a giant fish. Every time the fish turned, the Earth shook.


This story is from North America and is told by Native Americans.




The turtles’ tale


Long, long ago, there was only water in the world. Great Spirit, who was ruler of all things, looked down from heaven and decided to make a beautiful land. But he did not know where to start for all he could see was water.
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Then, he spotted a giant turtle that was as big as an island. Great Spirit decided to make the beautiful land on the turtle’s back.


‘This turtle is not big enough for my beautiful land,’ Great Spirit said. ‘Turtle, go and find your brothers.’


Turtle swam off and after six days he returned with his six brothers. Great Spirit told the turtles to group together. He moved them this way and that until he was happy with the shape they made.


‘It is a great honour to carry this beautiful land on your backs,’ Great Spirit told them. ‘So make sure that you do not move!’


The turtles stayed very still. Great Spirit took some straw and laid it on the turtles’ backs. Then he took some soil and placed it on top of the straw. He wiped his hands on a fluffy white cloud.


‘These clouds will make good mountains,’ he said. He made trees and lakes and rivers. When he had finished, he looked at the beautiful land that he had made. He was very pleased.


But the giant turtles grew restless. Some of them wanted to swim east. Some of them wanted to swim west. The turtles began to argue. They could not agree in which direction they should go. Four of the turtles began to swim east. Three of the turtles began to swim west. The Earth shook. It cracked. After a few minutes, the shaking ceased.


The turtles had to stop swimming because the land that they carried on their backs was so heavy.


They stopped arguing and agreed that they should stay together so that they could hold the land up. However, every so often, the turtles that hold up the Earth argue again. Each time they do, the Earth shakes.
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Comprehension questions






1  How long did it take for the turtle to find his six brothers?



2  What did Great Spirit make with clouds?



3  How did Great Spirit feel about the land he had made?



4  What did the turtles argue about?



5  Why did the turtles stop swimming?



6  Why did the turtles agree to stay together?



7  What does the myth The turtles’ tale try to explain?
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Class discussion





1  As a class, talk about The turtles’ tale. What did you like about it and why? Was there anything you did not like? Was there anything in the story that you found confusing? Does the story remind you of any others you have read?





A presentation


Myths were made up before people understood how and why natural events happened. People believed that powerful beings or gods made or caused events like earthquakes or thunder to happen. They explained these events through things and actions that were familiar to them. So, if the weather was stormy, they may have said that the gods were angry. If it was pleasant, they may have said it was because the gods were smiling.
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2  In pairs, talk about other natural events that could be explained through myths. How could you explain them?



3  Now prepare a short presentation of your ideas, ready to present it to the rest of the class or to a small group.



4  With your partner, talk to another pair of students about how working together helped you to plan and deliver your presentation. Were there any disadvantages to working together?
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Synonyms


Synonyms are words that have almost the same meaning. Here are some examples:


big – large, giant, enormous


little – small, tiny, minute
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1  How many synonyms can you think of for these words? Copy and write them in your exercise book.
Tip: you can use a thesaurus to help you.







     a  nice


     b  good


     c  happy


     d  sad





Thinking about synonyms when you read helps you to work out what words and phrases mean.


Thinking about synonyms when you write helps you to make your writing more interesting.
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Antonyms



Antonyms are words that have the opposite meaning.


Here are some examples:


big – little


good – bad


happy – sad


fat – thin
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2  Match up the words that are antonyms.
Write each pair of words in your exercise book.
The first one has been done for you.







[image: ]




Using prefixes to turn words into antonyms


Sometimes, antonyms are made by putting a prefix at the beginning of a word.


Prefixes are a group of letters that change the meaning of a word.


The prefixes dis–, un–, in– and im– all make words mean the opposite.
Look at these examples:




dis–appear [image: ] disappear


un–certain [image: ] uncertain


in–ability [image: ] inability


im–possible [image: ] impossible








3  Read this passage and then write it out in your exercise book, using prefixes to turn the words in bold into antonyms.
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Relative pronouns


A relative pronoun introduces more information about a noun.


Here is an example from the story that you read earlier: Then, he spotted a giant turtle that was as big as an island.


That is the relative pronoun. It introduces more information about the noun turtle. It introduces the relative clause: … that was as big as an island.


There are five relative pronouns:
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•  Who and whom are usually used for people. Whom is very formal and is hardly ever used nowadays. The land was made by Great Spirit who was ruler of all things.




•  Whose is used for possession. Great Spirit, whose powers were legendary, made the land.




•  Which is used for objects. The turtles carried the land which was made by Great Spirit.




•  That can be used for people and objects. Great Spirit looked at the beautiful land that he had made.






Write out these sentences in your exercise book. Use the correct relative pronoun to fill in the gaps.





1  Janelle enjoyed reading the myth ___________________________ explained why earthquakes happen.



2  The teacher said there would be a prize for the student ___________________________ wrote the best myth.



3  Joseph, ___________________________ myth was about hurricanes, thought that he would win the prize.



4  Janelle’s myth, ___________________________ was about rainbows, was one of the best.



5  The myth ___________________________ eventually won the prize was written by Kezzie.
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A myth


Now it is time to write your myth!


First, you will need to plan it. Use the headings on the right to help you.


Next, think about the language you are going to use in your myth. Myths are stories that were written long ago. So, your myth will need to sound as if it was written in the distant past. Here are some phrases you could use to begin your myth:


Long, long ago …


Many moons ago …


In far off times …


… when the world was young/new/beautiful.
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Here are some ideas to help you as you write your myth:





•  What things were like at the time
People were unhappy
People lived in peace
People loved the world




•  The powerful being
The Father of all things
The Giver of life
The Maker




•  Mythical characters
Decide on your character. Is it:







   •  a god


   •  a powerful being


   •  a creature


   •  male or female


   •  something else?
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In ancient Greek myths, Poseidon was the god of the sea.





Think about what your mythical character looks like. Does it need much description? Decide what is special about it. Does it have any magical powers? Is it:





•  strong



•  brave



•  angry



•  foolish



•  wise



•  something else?





Does your character need a name?


These are some ideas for ending your myth:


And so today …


That is why …


Ever since then …


So now people know …


Now, write your myth. Do not forget to give it a title!





2 Why earthquakes happen
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Earthquakes





1  Read the information about earthquakes below and on the next page. Look carefully at the pictures to help you to understand why earthquakes happen.







Why do earthquakes happen?


The surface or crust of the Earth is made up of many sheets of rock. These are called tectonic plates. The plates are all moving in different directions at different speeds. The point where they meet is called a fault line. Sometimes the plates rub together or pull apart. The movement forces waves of energy to come to the Earth’s surface. Tremors and shakes are produced. We call these earthquakes.


The place beneath the Earth’s crust where the earthquake starts is called the hypocentre. The place directly above it, on the Earth’s surface, is called the epicentre. More than a million earthquakes happen every year. Many of them take place beneath the seas and oceans and create tsunamis. Tsunamis are giant walls of water. When they reach land, they crash down, causing huge amounts of damage.


The biggest tsunami ever recorded happened in the Indian Ocean the day after Christmas in 2004.
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An earthquake happens when tectonic plates rub together.





Coasts were hit by waves of over 49 feet high. Over 310 000 people were killed in a dozen countries, making the tsunami one of the worst disasters in modern history.
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Scientists use an instrument called a seismograph to measure earthquakes. The seismograph has a heavy base, which is set on the ground. A pen hangs on the end of a weight. When an earthquake happens, the pen records a squiggly line on a roll of paper. If it is a long line, it means that the earthquake has lasted a long time. If it is very squiggly, it means that it has been a strong earthquake.


Scientists cannot predict when or where earthquakes will happen. Some people say that animals can tell when an earthquake is going to happen, but this has not been proved.
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This seismograph shows that a strong earthquake has happened







Key words


tectonic plates – sheets of rock that make up the Earth’s crust


fault line – place where tectonic plates meet


hypocentre – where an earthquake starts beneath the Earth’s crust


epicentre – place on the Earth’s surface directly above where an earthquake starts


tsunami – giant wall of water


seismograph – an instrument that measures earthquakes
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