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	Introduction

	True crime stories have probably been around since there were people to tell them. Or at least a press to print them. Pamphlets exploring domestic/intimate partner violence, psychosexual motives, crimes against—and by—women, as well as remarkable survivor stories date back to the mid-sixteenth century, evidence of mass media’s lasting fascination with the darkness that lurks among us. 

	This early form of true crime narrative was heavy with themes of morality and divine justice. However, there were also glimmers of contemporary themes that would resonate with today’s true crime fans, including the systemic oppression of women, marginalized groups, and poor people. These early stories were often presented in “ballads,” printed accounts of murder and mayhem written through the lens of a perpetrator that explored the inner motives behind their shocking crimes, including the psychological and social ills at play. 

	These themes are at the heart of our ongoing obsession with crime—from the most terrifying attacks to the amateur bandit holding up a local bank at cucumberpoint (see here). They fuel our fascination and set our minds reeling: Why do these things happen? How could they happen? What can we do to prevent them? 

	With each question, a new avenue of true crime opens up to us, and it’s usually a two-way street. While new investigative and forensic techniques develop to advance justice, flaws overlooked in older methods reveal large cracks in a system that must be repaired. DNA analysis via genetic genealogy is solving cold cases at a record rate but also raising questions about genetic discrimination (see here) and privacy. Advances in basic technology lead to revolutionary tools like the Amber Alert (see here) but also create new avenues for predators.

	Re-explorations of the most highly publicized crimes in recent history—think: the trials of Lorena and John Bobbitt (see here)—highlight how ignorant the media was about sexual, physical, and psychological abuse, not to mention how cruel and commonplace victim-blaming was just a few decades ago. Exploring the effects of abuse, particularly on children, adds a new dimension to the psychological and social study of crimes old and new. And with the shame of crime increasingly put rightly on perpetrator rather than victim, survivor tales like those of Mary Vincent (see here) and Erica Pratt (see here) get the awe and attention they deserve.

	The role bias plays in the concepts of law is being explored like never before, leading to much-needed reform. In 1989, Jeffrey Dahmer (see here) talked himself out of a conviction for molesting a thirteen-year-old Laotian boy. Almost exactly two years later, by coincidence, he raped and murdered that boy’s younger brother despite another brush with the law on the night of that crime. And yet, decades earlier, the entirely singular con artist and suspected murderer Linda Taylor (see here) became an enduring racialized symbol of Black low-income motherhood used by politicians for decades. 

	And yet there’s still so much to explore in true crime. Prolific rapists and serial murderers like the Golden State Killer (see here) live among unsuspecting neighbors for years while evading justice for their horrific acts, renewing the horror of our own hometown crimes (check out mine—still unsolved—here). On the other end of the spectrum, seemingly average citizens get their 15 minutes of fame with random acts of nonviolent crime committed during nights of drunken revelry (see here) or extremely misguided pranks (see here).

	This endless well of crime, modern and historic, earth-shattering and simply foolish, collides with today’s media fishbowl to create a rich platform on which true crime fascination is growing. The nonstop news cycle, books, documentaries, podcasts, long-form journalism, social media, Reddit, and even genealogy websites all serve as a vehicle to drive true crime consumption. If you’re just beginning to explore the thrilling vagaries of true crime or you’ve been a deep fan for years, whether your fascinations lie with serial killers, survivors, forensics, con artists, heists, robbery, law, criminal justice, or just the downright strange ways humans skirt legal systems—there’s something in here for you. And if you’re into all of it, as so many of us are, even better. Turn to any page and tumble down the rabbit hole. Whatever you seek, you’ll find it in The True Crime File. 

	Kim Daly

	
		Proceed with caution—much of this content is disturbing and potentially triggering. Every effort has been made to approach these stories with sensitivity and respect, but tales of rape, murder, torture, and violence are not appropriate for everyone. Even the most diehard true crime fans have their limits. If you ever find yourself in need of support as you try to make sense of the dark side of humanity, please don’t hesitate to reach out to the resources listed here:

		National Organization for Victim Assistance referral information: 800-TRY-NOVA

		Rape, Incest & Abuse National Network (RAINN) sexual assault hotline: 800-656-HOPE

		National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 800-273-8255
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Charles Manson and His “Family”: To Helter Skelter and Back


	On New Year’s Eve 1968, people in the US and around the world reflected on a year of mounting racial tensions. Spring arrived with tragedy: Martin Luther King Jr. had been assassinated in April. Summer brought protest: Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised their fists in a Black Power salute at the Olympics in Mexico City. And then winter came, with a polarizing pop culture breakthrough: Star Trek aired the first-ever televised interracial kiss.

	New Year’s Eve that year was also when Charles Manson huddled with his followers—his “Family”—at their Death Valley ranch, allegedly discussing what he believed was an inevitable and imminent race war. He named the war “Helter Skelter,” after the Beatles’ song. Manson’s plan was to wait out the war in a hidden bunker with his Family, then emerge at the right moment and seize power. But after several months, Manson grew impatient and decided to speed things along.

	On July 25, 1969, Manson sparked his summer of Helter Skelter by ordering Family members Bobby Beausoleil, Mary Brunner, and Susan Atkins to kidnap Gary Allen Hinman, a music teacher and PhD student at UCLA. Hinman had befriended Manson Family members and occasionally let them stay at his house. Manson believed that Hinman owned the house, along with significant amounts of stocks and bonds. The plan was to persuade Hinman to turn his assets over to the Family. 

	But Hinman wouldn’t cooperate. Manson joined the three Family members, holding Hinman hostage in his own home for two days, during which time Manson slashed Hinman’s ear with a sword, before Beausoleil eventually stabbed Hinman to death. The group then wrote political piggy and drew a panther’s paw in Hinman’s blood on the wall before leaving.

	
		[image: Captioned Image]

		Manson appears at trial in 1971 with a shaved head.

	

	Beausoleil was arrested on August 6, 1969, caught driving Hinman’s car, which had the murder weapon stashed in the tire well. Two days later, Manson announced, “Now is the time for Helter Skelter.” Just after midnight on August 9, four Manson Family members—Susan Atkins, Patricia Krenwinkel, Charles “Tex” Watson, and Linda Kasabian—pulled up to the Bel Air, California, home of film director Roman Polanski and his wife, actress Sharon Tate.

	While Kasabian stood guard, Watson climbed through a window and let the others inside. They bound Jay Sebring, Wojciech Frykowski, Abigail Folger, Steven Parent, and Tate, who was eight and a half months pregnant. In a flurry of stabbing, shooting, and extreme brutality, they murdered all five victims. The group had ignored Tate’s pleas for the life of her unborn child and stabbed her 16 times. Before leaving, they wrote PIG on the door in her blood.

	Why the message written in blood? Manson allegedly thought the anti-police sentiments would make authorities believe the murders were the work of Black militants, which he hoped would spark a race-fueled Helter Skelter war. 

	
		“Many people I know in Los Angeles believe that the Sixties ended abruptly on August 9, 1969, ended at the exact moment when word of the murders . . . traveled like brushfire through the community, and in a sense this is true. . . . The paranoia was fulfilled.” 

		—Joan Didion, writing about the Manson murders in The White Album
	

	Just to be sure that authorities/police would believe the crimes were the work of Black militants, Manson decided to strike again. The following night, a larger group of Family members descended on a house seemingly at random, breaking in on Leno and Rosemary LaBianca. Manson bound the couple, once again delegating the murders. Along with the four Family members from the previous night, Manson brought along Leslie Van Houten and Steve “Clem” Grogan. Together and separately, the group stabbed the couple to death, carved WAR into Leno’s abdomen, and wrote DEATH TO PIGS and HEALTER SKELTER [sic] on the walls in the victims’ blood.

	In addition to writing the messages, Manson instructed Kasabian to leave Rosemary LaBianca’s wallet in a neighborhood that had mostly Black residents. Kasabian later testified that Manson “wanted a Black person to pick it up and use the credit cards so that the people, the Establishment, would think it was some sort of an organized group that killed these people.”

	Manson’s plot to frame the Black community for the murders didn’t work. A combination of other crimes committed by the Family and Atkins’s sharing the story widely meant it wasn’t long before the police found and arrested the true murderers.
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		Linda Kasabian, a former Manson Family member, at a press conference in 1970 after being granted immunity in the murder trial of Charles Manson.

	

	The trial of Charles Manson took nine and a half months and was a circus from start to finish. On July 24, 1970, the first day of testimony, Manson entered the courtroom with an X carved into his forehead because he had “X’d [him]self from [the Establishment’s] world.” His fellow female defendants also appeared with the mark.

	Manson Family members who weren’t on trial continually disrupted the proceedings, held vigils outside the courthouse, and threatened witnesses. On October 5, Manson leapt over the defense table to attack the judge. As bailiffs tackled him, his female codefendants cheered him on.

	Most of Manson’s followers remained loyal to him for years after the Helter Skelter summer of 1969. But not Linda Kasabian, who turned against him before the murders at the Tate house were even finished. As the only member of the Manson Family with a valid driver’s license at the time, Kasabian provided transport and was present at both the Tate and LaBianca houses, but claimed to not participate in any of the killings. She also maintained that she tried to thwart the murder of screenwriter Wojciech Frykowski on August 9 by telling Tex Watson, a high-ranking Family member who helped lead the murders that night, that she heard “people coming” up the property. She further claimed that she went along to the LaBianca residence the next night only out of fear. She was not present in the houses during either set of murders.

	
		Before he started planning for Helter Skelter and instructing his followers to go on a brutal murder spree, Charles Manson was an aspiring folk musician. One of his songs, “Cease to Exist,” was altered and recorded by the Beach Boys under the new name “Never Learn Not to Love.”

	

	Kasabian fled to her parents’ house in New Hampshire after the killings and turned herself in to authorities after learning of a warrant for her arrest. She testified against Manson and other Family members in exchange for full immunity. “I started to run toward the house, I wanted them to stop,” she said during her testimony. “I knew what they had done to that man [Steven Parent], that they were killing these people. I wanted them to stop.”

	On January 25, 1971, the jury returned guilty verdicts for Manson and his codefendants. 

	Manson received the death penalty, later commuted to a life sentence when the death penalty was ruled unconstitutional in 1972 by the California Supreme Court. Seemingly unrepentant, Manson continued his sometimes brutal, but more often petty, attention-seeking criminal activities in prison for the next four decades. In one instance, he poured paint thinner over a fellow inmate and set him on fire (supposedly, he didn’t like the inmate’s Hare Krishna chants), but he also trafficked drugs and modified the X on his forehead into a swastika.

	Bobby Beausoleil was also found guilty of first-degree murder for killing Gary Allen Hinman, and got the death penalty but later had his sentence commuted to life in prison. In interviews he gave to Truman Capote and Ann Louise Bardach in 1981, Beausoleil insisted the reason behind the Tate-LaBianca murders was not Manson’s purported Helter Skelter race wars, but to convince police that the real killer, not Beausoleil, was still at large. No other member of the Manson Family corroborated the story.

	Beausoleil began to distance himself from Manson a year or so into his prison term, after he was stabbed by other inmates.

	
		
Manson: Racist, Dealer, Mole?

		In recent years, Manson’s supposed race-war–Helter-Skelter motives have been thoroughly questioned, including by filmmaker Buddy Day, whose documentary Manson: The Voice of Madness suggests that copious drugs, a run-in with a dealer, and good old-fashioned paranoia led to the crimes. Journalist Tom O’Neill’s book Chaos: Charles Manson, the CIA, and the Secret History of the Sixties also rejects the race wars theory as a construction of the prosecution, proposing instead that Manson may have been recruited by the CIA for LSD experiments.

		Manson continued to correspond with his many admirers from prison, and even managed to incite further violence from behind bars. On September 5, 1975, in Sacramento, California, a woman in a red robe reached her hand out from the crowd as President Gerald Ford walked to the Capitol building from his hotel. Ford went to shake it, then noticed a gun. Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme, one of Manson’s most ardent disciples, attempted to fire her gun two feet away from the president, but she’d failed to chamber a bullet. Secret Service agents quickly subdued her. Fromme, sentenced to life in prison and paroled in 2009, said her assassination attempt was meant to draw attention to Manson’s plight. 

		Manson’s ability to control various former female disciples lasted throughout his life behind bars—he even obtained a marriage license to wed 26-year-old Afton Elaine Burton in 2014 (though a ceremony never took place). Manson died of heart and respiratory failure related to colon cancer on November 19, 2017, at age 83.
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The Psychopath Test 

	A quick online search reveals plenty of amateur “psychopath tests” that promise quick (and unscientific) diag­noses. But a better way of identifying psychopaths is by studying brain scans. In 2005, neurologist James Fallon, who was evaluating thousands of brain scans of murderers and schizophrenics, made a startling diagnosis: He himself was a psychopath.

	Fallon inadvertently mixed his own brain scan, along with those of his family, within his psychopath studies. Genetic analy­sis confirmed the scans. In keeping with the idea that psychopaths lack inhibition, rather than hide, Fallon shared his finding with the world. His discovery helped demonstrate that, while psychopaths may be cold and calculating, they’re not all murderers—and it might be worth exploring why some become celebrated doctors while others end up as serial killers.
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Dee Dee Blanchard: Munchausen to Murder


	The words were posted in Dee Dee Blanchard’s Facebook account in July 2015: “That bitch is Dead!” The post was unusual for the 48-year-old single mother. Blanchard lived in Springfield, Missouri, with her daughter, Gypsy Rose, who was critically ill, used a wheelchair, and was being fed through a tube and breathing only with the help of an oxygen tank. As friends debated the post, another comment arrived from Blanchard’s account. This one implied that she was dead and that Gypsy had been sexually assaulted. 

	A crowd quickly gathered outside the Blanchards’ house. Blanchard’s car was in the driveway, but the house was dark and nobody answered the door. Neighbors called the police, but it took until almost 11:00 p.m. for them to get a search warrant. Once inside, they found Blanchard in the bedroom, stabbed to death. Gypsy was nowhere to be found.

	As the police began to document the crime scene, they were approached by one of Gypsy’s friends, Aleah Woodmansee, who said Gypsy told her that she had a secret online boyfriend. Woodmansee said they had met on a Christian dating site, fell in love, and were planning to get married. But he was six years older than Gypsy and Dee Dee would not have approved, so Gypsy had kept it a secret. His name, Woodmansee told them, was Nicholas Godejohn, and he lived in Big Bend, Wisconsin. Police traced the IP address that posted the messages from Dee Dee’s account and confirmed that it belonged to Godejohn. 

	Officers were dispatched to Godejohn’s house, where he was arrested after a short standoff. Gypsy was found unharmed inside. In fact, she was healthier than anyone had previously known her to be. Despite being without her medications and oxygen tank, Gypsy’s hair was growing back and she was able to walk. It turned out Gypsy wasn’t ill at all.

	Since she was three months old, her mom was convinced that Gypsy was sick. She took her to the hospital frequently, though doctors never found anything wrong. But Dee Dee once worked as a nursing aide and knew the right medical lingo, so her act was convincing. Despite tests to the contrary, doctors treated Gypsy for conditions she didn’t have. She was given drugs and had surgeries, including the removal of her teeth. When doctors got suspicious, Blanchard would move. When Hurricane Katrina hit their home in Louisiana, they relocated to Missouri, where Blanchard then claimed that Gypsy’s medical records were destroyed. 

	Blanchard likely had a case of Munchausen syndrome by proxy, a psychological disorder in which a person induces symptoms of illness in others for personal gain. Through her daughter, Blanchard got attention, sympathy, and donations for Gypsy’s care.

	In 2011, while at a science-fiction convention, Gypsy met a 35-year-old man and went to his room with him. Blanchard tracked them down and made Gypsy leave with her. Although Gypsy was 19 at the time, Blanchard told everyone (including Gypsy) that she was 15. It was the first time Gypsy realized something was truly wrong with their relationship—her mother was controlling to the extreme. Gypsy didn’t need Blanchard to take care of her. She was sick, she believed, but she could still walk and eat. In fact, Gypsy only went along with the wheelchair and feeding tube charade so she didn’t hurt her mother’s feelings. 

	Ultimately, Gypsy turned to the internet for escape, where she met Godejohn. She told him about her mother, and they crafted a fantasy in which he killed her. That fantasy soon became reality.

	In 2015, after police located Gypsy at Godejohn’s house, the two were arrested and charged with first-degree murder. Police found texts in which Gypsy asked Godejohn to murder her mother and where Godejohn confessed to stabbing Dee Dee to death. 

	Friends of the Blanchards were hurt and angry. Dee Dee had deceived them all for years. But their feelings toward Gypsy were more complicated. Clearly, she was a victim of her mother’s abuse. But did Gypsy ever become complicit in her mother’s lies? And why did she resort to murder? 

	“I think she would have been the perfect mom for someone that actually was sick,” said Gypsy of her mother. “But I’m not sick. There’s that big, big difference.”

	After reviewing evidence of decades of abuse, the prosecutor on Gypsy’s case offered her a deal: If she pleaded guilty to second-degree murder, she would serve 10 years in jail with the opportunity for parole. Gypsy accepted. In a 20/20 interview that aired in 2018 she said, “I feel like I’m more free in prison, than with living with my mom. Because now, I’m allowed to just live like a normal woman.” Godejohn was found guilty of first-degree murder and armed criminal action in November 2018. He was sentenced to life in prison. 
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Jaycee Lee Dugard

	Clad in her favorite all-pink outfit, 11-year-old Jaycee Lee Dugard was walking to the bus stop on June 10, 1991, when a car stopped beside her. Expecting the driver to ask for directions, Dugard turned toward the car as the driver rolled down the window. The next thing Dugard recalled was being held down in the back seat by a woman, drifting in and out of consciousness during a three-hour car ride to a residence in Antioch, California. The couple that abducted Dugard knocked her out with a stun gun. Her stepfather, Carl Probyn, witnessed the abduction and gave chase on his bicycle, but he couldn’t keep up with the car.

	Within days, national press outlets descended on Dugard’s hometown of Meyers, California. Dozens of volunteers searched for Dugard daily. Flyers were mailed across the country, and pink ribbons blanketed the town in remembrance and to show support for her family. The case was featured on America’s Most Wanted within a week. But Dugard didn’t turn up, despite the national attention and support. Her mother, Terry Probyn, continued the effort for the next 18 years.

	Dugard was kidnapped by Phillip and Nancy Garrido. Phillip had a record that stretched back to 1972, when he was charged with sexually assaulting a 14-year-old girl. (The girl declined to testify, and the case never went to trial.) Garrido married his first wife the following year; she later claimed he was abusive and had kidnapped her when she tried to leave him. In 1976, he kidnapped and raped 25-year-old Katherine Callaway. While in court for that crime, he admitted to masturbating in his car while parked in front of elementary and high schools. A court-ordered psychiatric evaluation labeled him a “sexual deviant and chronic drug abuser.” Garrido was sentenced to 50 years and began serving time at Leavenworth Penitentiary in Kansas.

	It was at Leavenworth where Garrido met Nancy Bocanegra while she was visiting her uncle. They married at the prison on October 5, 1981. Garrido was released from federal custody into state custody on January 22, 1988, and then released on probation from state prison seven months later. The Garridos moved to Antioch to live with Phillip’s mother, who had dementia. It was there that they kept Dugard prisoner.

	
		Leavenworth Penitentiary

		This prison was completed in the mid-1920s. Its walls are 40 feet high and descend 40 feet below ground, with a total distance of 3,030 feet long, enclosing almost 23 acres. Leavenworth was the largest maximum-security prison in the United States until 2005, when it was downgraded to medium-security, now housing approximately 1,670 inmates. The imposing structure can be viewed and photographed only from a distance (across the street, on the south side of Metropolitan Avenue). 

		Some of its more famous inmates were “Machine Gun Kelly,” Anthony “Tony Ducks” Corallo, Tom Pendergast, Carl Panzram, George Moran, John Franzese, Robert Stroud (the “Bird Man of Alcatraz”), James Earl Ray, James Joseph “Whitey” Bulger Jr., Michael Vick, just to name a few.

	

	By the time the Garridos arrived at their home in Antioch on the day of Dugard’s kidnapping, they’d stripped her of her clothes. They put a blanket over her head and ushered her into a tiny soundproof shed in the backyard, where Phillip raped her for the first time. Afterward, he left her naked and handcuffed, locked in the shed, and with a warning that guard dogs would attack if she tried to escape. Phillip visited her in the shed, bringing her food and talking to her—sometimes telling her amusing stories, but other times ranting at her or tearfully apologizing.
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		A family photo of Jaycee Lee Dugard, before she was kidnapped in 1991.

	

	Phillip eventually moved Dugard into a larger room in a shed next door. It was in this room that Dugard would give birth to her and Phillip’s two daughters, in 1994 and 1997. As the daughters grew, Dugard did her best to homeschool them, though she herself had only a fifth-grade education, and to protect them from Phillip’s continued rants and lectures.

	
		Close Calls and Missed Chances

		After Dugard was found, authorities were criticized for several missed opportunities to rescue her:

		
				Police failed to make the connection that Dugard was taken from the same area as Phillip Garrido’s previous kidnapping victim, Katherine Callaway.

				In 2002, the fire department responded to an incident involving a minor with a shoulder injury in a swimming pool on the Garridos’ property. This information was not relayed to the parole office.

				A neighbor called the police on Phillip in 2006, claiming he was psychotic and had people living in his backyard. Officers spoke with Phillip at the front door for 30 minutes, but did not search the property and let him off with a warning.

		

	

	On August 24, 2009, 18 years after Dugard’s kidnapping, Phillip went to a UC Berkeley police station with Dugard’s daughters to inquire about a permit for an event. An officer there took note of Phillip’s erratic behavior and the girls’ sullen demeanor. After a follow-up meeting the next day, officers phoned the parole board; they believed Phillip was in violation of his parole terms. Officers visited his home, finding only Phillip, his elderly mother, and Nancy. Because Phillip had driven more than 25 miles from his home and was alone in the company of minors (Dugard’s children)—both violations of his parole—they asked him to visit the parole office the next day.

	Phillip arrived at the office on August 26 with Nancy, Dugard (introduced as “Allissa”), and her daughters. After officers separated them, Dugard maintained her false identity until she heard that Phillip admitted he kidnapped and raped her. She then identified herself as Jaycee Dugard.

	Dugard said that she wished to see her mother every day of her captivity. After 18 years, she and Terry were reunited. Dugard’s stepfather and aunt reported that the reunion went smoothly and that Dugard’s daughters seemed well adjusted. Dugard went on to write the memoirs A Stolen Life and Freedom: My Book of Firsts about her captivity and reintegration into the world. She works with horses as part of her therapy to help her trust people again.

	The Garridos initially pleaded not guilty to rape, kidnapping, and false imprisonment. On April 28, 2011, they both changed their pleas to guilty. Phillip received 431 years, and Nancy received 36 years to life.

	In July 2010, the State of California issued a $20 million settlement to Dugard to compensate her for the “various lapses by the Corrections Department [that contributed to] Dugard’s continued captivity, ongoing sexual assault and mental and/or physical abuse.” Dugard also filed a lawsuit against the federal government, but it was dismissed in 2016.
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DNA Profiling

	On September 10, 1984, geneticist Alec Jeffreys was conducting an experiment at the University of Leicester in England on how inherited diseases passed through families. The experiment involved attaching DNA cells extracted from a technician’s family to photographic film, and then leaving the film in a developing tank. What emerged was a DNA fingerprint—a sequence of bars attached to the film that could precisely identify an individual and establish kinship between people.

	Though it wasn’t his intent, Jeffreys invented DNA profiling. He and his team first used the technology to resolve contested paternities for the UK’s Home Office. Jeffreys later gave talks on how his discovery could also be useful in solving crimes and apprehending criminals. Ironically, the idea was met with skepticism.

	In 1986, the rape and murder of 15-year-old Dawn Ashworth in southwest Leicestershire went unsolved by police. The crime bore undeniable similarities to the 1983 killing of 15-year-old Lynda Mann, but the person who eventually confessed to Ashworth’s killing, a local teenager with learning disabilities named Richard Buckland, insisted he hadn’t killed Mann. Police decided to contact DNA profiling inventor Alec Jeffreys to see if he could confirm that Buckland was the killer. Jeffreys tested semen found on Ashworth and Mann alongside a blood sample from Buckland and came to two conclusions: Ashworth and Mann had been killed by the same man, but it wasn’t Richard Buckland.

	A call for DNA samples from men in the Leicestershire community eventually led police to Colin Pitchfork, who had asked a coworker to give a DNA sample under his name. When this information got back to police, they confronted Pitchfork and obtained a genuine sample, which confirmed that he had killed both girls. Pitchfork pleaded guilty to two counts each of murder, rape, and indecent assault and one count of conspiring to pervert the course of justice. He was sentenced to life in prison.
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		A tube of DNA is loaded into a PCR (polymerase chain reaction) thermocycler for analysis.

	

	In 1994, Jeffreys was knighted for his discovery. When discussing the legacy of DNA fingerprinting, Jeffreys likes to mention that “the first time DNA fingerprinting was used in a criminal case was to exonerate and not establish guilt—that’s a really important point.”

	
		
Famous Remains

		Since their discovery, genetic fingerprints have been used to make many historic matches.

		
				Josef Mengele—The infamous Nazi physician known for his grotesque human experiments was identified in 1990 from remains found in a Brazilian graveyard.

				Tsar Nicholas II—The last Russian tsar, killed during the Bolshevik Revolution in 1918, was identified in 1991 from remains found in a burial pit 850 miles east of Moscow.

				Henry McCollum—After 32 years in prison, McCollum was exonerated of the 1983 rape and murder of a young girl. He is one of at least 17 death row inmates in the United States exonerated by DNA fingerprints.

				Christopher Hampton—In 2016, the 1984 murder of Melanie Road was finally solved after DNA taken from Hampton’s daughter, who had been arrested during a domestic dispute, matched samples taken from the crime scene and led police to Christopher Hampton.
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A Bombing in Birmingham

	On September 15, 1963, a bomb detonated during Sunday school at the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, a house of worship with a large Black congregation. The blast killed 14-year-olds Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley, and Carole Robertson, and 11-year-old Carol Denise McNair. In addition, 20 other people were injured. Two more Black men were later killed during protests, one by police and one by a racist mob.

	Ku Klux Klan member Robert Chambliss was charged with the murders of the girls, but received only a six-month sentence. Three other men—Bobby Frank Cherry, Herman Cash, and Thomas E. Blanton Jr.—were involved in the bombing, but FBI director J. Edgar Hoover blocked their prosecution. A battle for justice lasted for decades. Cash died in 1994 without being charged. Chambliss was retried and sentenced to life in prison for murder in 1977, and Cherry and Blanton both received the same sentence after finally being charged in 2000.
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		The aftermath of the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963.
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Ted Bundy: Escapee (and Serial Killer)


	
		The scene:	The Pitkin County Courthouse, Aspen, Colorado, June 7, 1977

		The plot:	The preliminary hearing for the murder of Caryn Campbell

		The villain:	Ted Bundy, defendant and—by his own request—his own defense attorney

	

	Bundy elected to represent himself, which meant he didn’t have to wear the requisite shackles or handcuffs when he appeared in the courtroom. During a recess, he asked that he be allowed to visit the library to do further research for his defense. There, behind the cover of a bookcase, Bundy opened a window and jumped out. Then, with a sprained ankle, he ran.

	Bundy wandered the woods for six days, breaking into homes to steal food, clothes, and a rifle. After he stole a car, the escapee’s fatigue proved too much for him, and his veering car attracted patrollers’ attention. He was apprehended on June 13, 1977, and returned to Garfield County Jail in Glenwood Springs, Colorado. Despite the setback, he hadn’t given up planning his escape.

	Back in jail, Bundy hatched a new escape plot. Armed with a detailed floor plan of the jail and a hacksaw blade, he gradually chipped away at his ceiling until he could slip through to the crawl space above. (How he acquired the floor plan and hacksaw blade remains unknown.)

	On December 30, 1977, the jail was quiet. Most of the staff was still on holiday break. Bundy seized the opportunity, creating a makeshift “body” under his sheets by using books and files. Then he climbed into the crawl space again and broke through the floor above it, which led to the apartment of the chief jailor. From there, he changed his clothes and left the prison.

	By the time guards realized he was no longer in his cell, Bundy had already hopped on a plane to Chicago.

	After road-tripping through Michigan (where he watched a football game at a local bar), Bundy made his way to Florida. Although he’d intended to lie low and refrain from crime, it wasn’t long before he reverted to form. On the morning of January 15, 1978, he broke into the Chi Omega sorority house near the Florida State University campus.
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