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Do you know the worst thing about so-called heroes? They just don’t give up.

 

Well, villains can be just as stubborn… That pesky boy, Tom, and his lackey, Elenna, may have thwarted our siege of Jengtor, but the battle is not over. There are other prizes to be found throughout my kingdom!

 

In Gwildor’s borderlands lie the four pieces of the Broken Star, a legendary “gift” that fell from the sky many, many years ago. Each piece gives its holder immense power, and whoever brings all four pieces together will be undefeatable!

 

To obtain each piece, one must find a way past the Beasts which guard them. Kensa and I have tricks up our sleeves – and a head-start on our enemies. With the star in our hands, no one will stop us from reclaiming Gwildor.

 

And then? Avantia!

 

Your future ruler,

 

Emperor Jeng
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THE ENEMIES ESCAPE
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“Kensa and Jeng have escaped!” Tom stared into the mud hut where his two enemies had been imprisoned.

“But the doorway was guarded!” cried Tyroll, the tall elder of the village.

Elenna stood at his side, grim-faced. “Kensa must have used her magic to get them free,” she said.
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As she spoke, a man came bustling up. “Two camels have been stolen from the stables!” he said with a gasp.

Tom and Elenna exchanged a knowing glance.

“The witch and the treacherous emperor must have taken them,” said Tom. “They can’t have gone far.” He strode from the hut. “We’ll follow them. May we take a pair of camels?”

“Of course,” said Tyroll. “But you fought long and hard against Okko the Sand Monster. You cannot leave without eating first.”

Tom frowned. They were running out of time on this Quest, and despair was gnawing at his heart.

Their journey across the realm of Gwildor had been gruelling – but they had fought off Beasts of ice and smoke and sand, winning three of the four shards of the Broken Star.

Irina, the kingdom’s Good Witch had told them the legend of the star. Known by the people as the “gift from the sky”, it had fallen to the ground in Gwildor long ago, shattering into four shards of immense power. The ancient tales told that the star fragments could control the weather – creating terrible storms, choking fog or icy winds. So a Good Witch named Clara had taken the fragments to remote corners of Gwildor, so that no villain would ever be able to wield their power. Guarded by ferocious Beasts, these fragments had lain hidden for so long that many folk had ceased believing in them.

But two people knew the legends were true: Jeng, Gwildor’s wicked emperor, and the witch Kensa. They were determined to gather the fragments and use them for their wicked purposes.

Tom’s battle with Okko had been fierce and savage. He could still feel the ache where his broken leg had been healed by the power of Skor’s green jewel.

I can’t let pain and weariness stop me. Kensa and Jeng will use all their terrible powers to find the fourth shard of the star.

And Tom knew that even a single star fragment could do great damage in the wrong hands.

A fire had been kindled in the middle of the village. Already the chill of night was sweeping in, and many of the villagers were huddled around the flames, reaching out grateful hands to the warmth.

Tom stared around the village – the simple mud huts had been smashed in his battle with Okko.

“Eat with us,” Tyroll asked again. “You saved us from certain death.”

“Thank you, but we can’t spare the time,” Tom said sadly. A weight settled in his heart as he thought of the expanse of empty desert that surrounded this remote oasis. “Which way should we go?”

“Might the star fragments guide us?” Elenna asked.

Tom took the three crystals from his pouch and laid them on the ground. He stared down at them, willing them to give him some clue.

Nothing happened.

Tom screwed his eyes shut, desperately trying to come up with a plan to continue the Quest.
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“Tom, look!” cried Elenna. He opened his eyes and saw that two of the shards were trembling in the sand, shifting towards one another.

“Those are the pieces from Gryph and Thoron,” Tom said, as the two shards suddenly leaped together and fused. The third piece began to quiver too.

Tom snatched it up. “Remember what Irina told us?” he said to Elenna. “If the star joins together again it will become a deadly weapon. Even three parts could be dangerous.” He pushed the third fragment into his pouch and picked up the two fused shards, handing them to Elenna. “Keep them somewhere safe.”

“Tyroll!” Anxious voices cried out from near the fire. “Something strange is happening! Bad magic!”

Tom spun around, his hand already on his sword hilt.

He saw that people were backing away from one section of the roaring fire.

“The flames have changed colour,” said Elenna as they ran forwards. In one corner of the bonfire the flames had become a curious shade of purple. “What can that mean?”

Is this Kensa’s magic?

“Stay back!” Tom cried to the crowd.

But then a familiar face appeared in the flickering flames.

“It’s Irina!” Tom raised his arms. “Don’t be afraid,” he called to the people.

“I have little time,” Irina’s voice rose above the crackling fire. “The fourth Beast you seek is Saurex. He is a lizard, a chameleon of great size – and he is the most deadly of the four!”
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Collect the special coins in this book.
You will earn one gold coin for
every chapter you read.

Once you have finished all the chapters,
find out what to do with your gold coins at
the back of the book.
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