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Getting the most from this guide



This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Good Bye, Lenin! as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also during your revision.


A mix of German and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures you’ll need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.


Approximate timings are given in scene summaries to help you find your way around the DVD, but as different versions vary slightly, they might not always be exact.


The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film:
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Activity


A mix of activities are found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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Build critical skills


These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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GRADE BOOSTER


These top tips will advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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die Wende ‘turning point’ = 9 November 1989


For every paragraph in German, key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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TASK


Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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Key quotation


Key quotations are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.


Das Leben in unserem Land wurde immer schneller.


(Alex)
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Answers


Answers to every activity, task and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers
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1 Synopsis



The film begins in the summer of 1978. Alex Kerner, aged 10, and his sister, Ariane (12) are watching the television broadcast showing the launch of the rocket carrying the East German cosmonaut Sigmund Jähn as the first German in space. At the same time Stasi officers are interviewing their mother, Christiane, because their father has fled the country to West Germany. Christiane reacts in anger and from that moment on ceases to speak.


After eight weeks Christiane returns home with her speech restored. She begins a new life without her husband and engages herself fully in the life of the German Democratic Republic (GDR). She receives a gold award for her services to the state. Alex dreams of becoming the second German in space.


Eleven years later, in October 1989, the GDR celebrates its fortieth anniversary with military parades. Ariane is a single mother. Alex, now a typical young man, joins a freedom demonstration. During the march he chokes on a piece of apple and is helped by an attractive young girl. The march is brutally broken up by the police and Christiane watches as Alex is arrested. As Alex is driven away, Christiane collapses with a heart attack. While she lies in a coma in hospital, the Berlin Wall comes down and the GDR ceases to exist.


Ariane gives up her university studies, takes a job with Burger King and meets a new partner, Rainer, a Wessi. Alex falls in love with his mother’s nurse, Lara, his ‘saviour’ from the protest march. He times his visits to the hospital to coincide with Lara’s shifts. Alex’s television firm closes down, but he gets a new job, fitting satellite dishes. His partner, Denis, is from the West. Denis has a second job filming weddings and family occasions and has all the necessary technical equipment at home.


In June 1990, Christiane awakes from her coma, but the doctor makes it clear that her situation is still critical. Any kind of excitement could cause a second and fatal heart attack. When she asks what has happened in the meanwhile Alex tells her a white lie – that she collapsed at the supermarket. He wants to take her home to prevent her from hearing of the collapse of the GDR.


Alex wants to furnish her room exactly as it was, but Rainer (who has moved in as a lodger) will have to move out. Alex’s determination causes a family row. Against the doctor’s advice Alex takes his mother home. His mother expresses a wish for some gherkins from the Spreewald, but the shops no longer have them. They search for Christiane’s bank book to change her money into D-Mark, but they cannot find it. Alex searches for old jars in the rubbish skip to put the replacement products in. Christiane wants to watch television, but they put her off by saying it would be too tiring. They try to get power of attorney over Christiane’s money, saying that they need it to buy the new Trabant car, but she tells them she has hidden the money and she cannot remember where.


Alex and Lara move into a deserted flat. She is delighted that the phone still works and that the cupboard is full of old GDR foodstuffs. They plan to celebrate Christiane’s birthday, but the guests have to be warned that Christiane does not know that the Wall has come down. Rainer is given a detailed history of his ‘life in the GDR’. Denis has recorded a large number of video cassettes with old GDR television programmes. At the party two boys, dressed as Young Pioneers, sing the song which Christiane taught them. Dr Klapprath gives her a present from the ‘leaders of the party’. While Alex is wishing his mother happy birthday, a large Coca-Cola drape is being unrolled on the side of the building opposite. Lara does not agree with Alex’s subterfuges and leaves. Alex and Denis film a news broadcast claiming that the original recipe for Coca-Cola was developed in Leipzig in the 1950s.


Christiane suddenly remembers where she hid her money – in the old furniture which has been put out for disposal. Alex finds the money, but the bank refuses to change it because the deadline for exchanging East German Marks has expired. From the roof of the flats he throws the money to the four winds.


Christiane’s health improves and she takes up her letter writing again. But her improving health causes arguments between Alex, Ariane and Rainer. Ariane reveals that she has seen her father, buying burgers. The situation takes its toll on Alex and he falls asleep in his mother’s room. While he is asleep she leaves the flat and encounters the changed world: a family from Wuppertal in the Bundesrepublik is moving in. There is an advert for IKEA and there are Volkswagen cars on the street. A helicopter carries away a statue of Lenin. To explain the situation, Alex and Denis make another news ‘broadcast’, saying that Honecker has welcomed refugees from the West. But Christiane decides to help by offering their summer house as accommodation for the ‘refugees’. Ariane reveals that she is pregnant and that she and Rainer are going to move out, leaving Alex alone with his mother.


The family pays a visit to the summer house. While they are there, Christiane reveals that she lied about their father. He fled to the West and she was supposed to follow with the children, but she was too frightened to do it. She hid his letters in the kitchen cupboard. That evening Christiane has another heart attack. Ariane finds the letters and discovers he is living in Wannsee. Alex goes there by taxi. The taxi driver looks like Sigmund Jähn. His father is giving a party. Alex joins two children watching television (his half-brother and sister). His father comes in and discovers who Alex is. Robert agrees to go and see Christiane. Before he arrives, Lara tells Christiane that the GDR no longer exists.


Alex and Denis make a final news broadcast, saying that Honecker has resigned and that Sigmund Jähn (played by the taxi driver!) is his successor. ‘Jähn’ explains that he has decided to open the borders of the GDR and that people from the West have come to enjoy the advantages of socialism. Although Lara has told her the truth, Christiane appears impressed. Outside a firework display (actually celebrating reunification) takes place.


Soon after this, Christiane dies. Alex places her ashes in a model rocket and fires them into the cosmos. In a final voice-over, Alex says that he will always associate the GDR he created with his mother.





2 Historical and social background



Der historische Hintergrund
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Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg wurde Deutschland von den Allierten (USA, Russland, Frankreich, Großbritannien) in vier Besatzungszonen geteilt. Wegen ihrer Wichtigkeit wurde die Hauptstadt Berlin in vier ähnliche Zonen geteilt. Aber die Russen führten in ihrer Zone Änderungen ein, die sich auf das kommunistische System in Russland beziehen.


Der Konflikt zwischen Ost und West entwickelte sich zu einer Art Krieg, dem sogenannten „Kalten Krieg” (Cold War). In einer berühmten Rede am 5. März 1946 in Fulton, Missouri, nannte Winston Churchill die Trennung zwischen Ost und West den „Eisernen Vorhang” (Iron Curtain).
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die Besatzungszone zone of occupation


der historische Hintergrund historical background
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	Wichtige Ereignisse in der Geschichte der DDR






	7. Oktober 1949

	
Gründung der DDR






	8. Februar 1950

	Gründung des Ministeriums für Staatssicherheit (Stasi)






	25. Juli 1950

	Walter Ulbricht wird Generalsekretär der Sozialistischen Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED)






	13. August 1961

	Sperrung der Grenzen zur Bundesrepublik; Bau der Berliner Mauer






	3. Mai 1971

	Erich Honecker wird Erster Sekretär des Zentralkomitees der DDR






	9. November 1989

	Öffnung der Berliner Mauer (Mauerfall)






	3. Oktober 1990

	
Wiedervereinigung der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (BRD) und der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik (DDR)
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die Gründung founding


der Mauerfall fall of the Berlin Wall


die Wiedervereinigung reunification
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Wichtige Persönlichkeiten
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Wladimir Lenin (1870–1924) war ein russischer Revolutionär und Politiker. Nach der Russischen Revolution (1917) war er der Gründer der Sowjetunion.


Sigmund Jähn (geboren 1937) war ein ostdeutscher Kosmonaut. 1978 flog er mit der russischen Mannschaft der Sojus 31 ins All. Natürlich waren die DDR-Bürger stolz, dass ein Mann aus ihrem Land der erste Deutsche im Weltall war. Jähn, wie wir im Film sehen, war Alex’


Jugendidol und ersetzt seinen verschwundenen Vater. Alex träumt davon, der zweite Deutsche im All zu sein.


Erich Honecker (1912–1994) war von 1976 bis 1989 der Leiter der Sozialistischen Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED) und deswegen der Leiter der ostdeutschen Regierung. Honecker führte eine neue Politik und eine neue Wirtschaft in die DDR ein. Sein erster Fünfjahresplan zielte auf die Verbesserung des Lebensstandards in der DDR. Ein wichtiger Teil dieses Programms war der Bau vieler neuen Wohnungen, die die Wohnungskrise lösen sollten.
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der Gründer founder


das All space


das Weltall universe, cosmos
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Beziehung zu dem Film


Lenin lends his name to the title of the film, which suggests the end of an era: the disappearance of the socialist GDR and its replacement by the capitalist BRD. This is symbolised by the flying away of Lenin’s statue by helicopter.


At the end of the film, Alex and Denis, in their news broadcast, alter the course of German history. Erich Honecker’s successor as Generalsekretär is not Egon Krenz, but Sigmund Jähn, played by a taxi-driver lookalike.


The block of flats where the Kerner family lives is a typical example of the buildings erected during Honecker’s first five-year plan. These Plattenbauten, as they were called, were quickly erected, but not particularly attractive. They were also quite small. Hence in the film the flat becomes known as ‘79 Quadratmeter DDR’.


Der gesellschaftliche Hintergrund
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Die Stasi war der Geheimdienst der DDR. Bis 1989 hatte sie 91.000 Beamte und 174.000 Mitarbeiter (und das in einem Land, wo die Bevölkerung nur 16 Millionen betrug). Ihre Hauptaufgabe lag darin, den Staat zu schützen, Leute mit antisozialistischen Meinungen auszusuchen und Republikflucht zu verhindern. Ihre Methoden waren meistens brutal: lange Verhöre von Verhafteten und unangemeldete Hausdurchsuchungen.


Die Berliner Mauer: Bis 1961 waren 3.5 Millionen Bürger aus der DDR entflohen. Die Regierung hatte sich entschieden, die Grenzen zu schließen, angeblich um das Land gegen Einflüsse aus dem Westen zu schützen. Die Mauer wurde also am 13. August 1961 errichtet und teilte die Stadt in Ost- und West-Berlin. Sie existierte bis zu ihrem Fall am 9. November 1989.





[image: ]




Die Jungen Pioniere war die sozialistische Jugend-Organisation der DDR für Kinder von 6 bis 10 Jahren. Sie trugen ein blaues Halstuch. 95% der DDR-Jugend waren Mitglieder.


Aktuelle Kamera war die Nachrichtensendung im DDR-Fernsehen. Sie wurde täglich um 19.30 Uhr gesendet. Die Sendung war vom Staat kontrolliert und stellte den Westen in einem negativen Licht dar. Das Sandmännchen war eine tägliche Kindersendung. Um 18.50 Uhr wünschte sie den Kindern Gute Nacht.


Ossi und Wessi waren zwei neuen Wörter, die man nach der Wende benutzt hat, um die Herkunft der Deutschen zu beschreiben. Leute aus den sogenannten „neuen Ländern” (der ehemaligen DDR) waren Ossis und die aus der Bundesrepublik waren Wessis.


Verschiedene DDR Produkte werden in dem Film erwähnt: Spreewald-Gurken, Mocca-Fix-Gold und Tempo-Bohnen. Als Christiane sich diese Sachen wünscht, wird das ein Problem für Alex, weil sie in den Supermärkten nach der Wende nicht mehr zu bekommen sind.


Der Trabant, kurz „Trabi” genannt, war ein beliebtes Auto in der DDR. Mehr als drei Millionen wurden produziert. Die Karosserie war aus Kunststoff und er hatte eine Maximalgeschwindigkeit von 110 km pro Stunde.


Eine Datsche war ein Wochenendhaus auf dem Land. Viele Ostdeutsche hatten eine.
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der gesellschaftliche Hintergrund the social background


Republikflucht escape from the GDR


die Sendung programme, broadcast


die Wende ‘turning point’ = 9 November 1989


der Ossi person from the former East Germany


der Wessi person from the former West Germany
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GRADE BOOSTER


Make sure you know about the key features of life in the GDR: the names of prominent people and the dates of important events, e.g. Fall der Berliner Mauer: 9. November 1989.
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Beziehung zu dem Film


We see only a small picture of the Stasi in this film, when they are interviewing Alex’s mother after his father has fled to the West, but their incessant questioning is sufficient to cause Frau Kerner’s breakdown and long silence.


After the departure of her husband, Christiane engages fully in the work of the Young Pioneers. Alex describes her involvement cynically: ‘sie hat sich … mit unserem sozialistischen Vaterland verheiratet’. The singing by two former Young Pioneers at Christiane’s birthday party is part of Alex’s attempt to keep the GDR alive for his mother. To recreate the GDR, he and Denis also make three of their own versions of Aktuelle Kamera, with Alex supplying the ideas and the script and Denis the technical knowhow.


Alex sees the Sandmännchen in space at the beginning of the film, and when he visits his father’s house at the end of the film he joins his half-brother and sister in watching an episode in which, ironically, the Sandmännchen is dressed as an astronaut.


The Kerner family and their neighbours are Ossis, while Denis, Rainer and the bank official represent the Wessis. The longing of Ossis for the good old days of the GDR also led to the coining of the word Ostalgie, nostalgia for the former East.


Basic foodstuffs were very cheap in the GDR and had a single price throughout the country. Luxury items by contrast were very expensive. Because most women worked, there were lots of quickly prepared foodstuffs such as Tempo-Bohnen. Clothing was practical rather than attractive. After the Wende these products disappeared very quickly and the GDR was flooded with consumer goods from the West.


The Trabi had a two-stroke engine and cost ten times the average monthly wage. After placing an order it was usual to wait some 10 or 12 years for delivery. After the Wende the Trabi became a cult vehicle and in the film Rainer, a convinced Wessi, buys one for himself.
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TASK


Warum sind Spreewald-Gurken und der Trabant in dem Film wichtig?
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When the film begins, we see the Kerner family at their dacha, and at the end they make a final excursion there. It is there that Christiane reveals the secret she has been hiding from her family.


Übungen
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Zur Geschichte der DDR






1  Vollenden Sie die Sätze mit der richtigen Form des Verbs in Klammern.







    1  Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg wurde Deutschland in vier Besatzungszonen (teilen).


    2  Winston Churchill hat die Teilung Deutschlands „den Eisernen Vorhang” (nennen).


    3  Die DDR wurde am 7. Oktober 1949 (gründen).


    4  Die Berliner Mauer wurde am 13. August 1961 (bauen).


    5  Zu dieser Zeit wurde die Grenze zur Bundesrepublik (sperren).


    6  Am 3. Mai 1971 ist Erich Honecker Generalsekretär der DDR (werden).


    7  Die Berliner Mauer wurde am 9. November 1989 (öffnen).


    8  Am 3. Oktober 1990 wurden die BRD und die DDR (vereinigen).


    9  Im Juli 1990 hat die deutsche Mannschaft die Fußball-Weltmeisterschaft (gewinnen).





Die Ereignisse





2  Wann passierte das? Schreiben Sie das richtige Datum. Die Daten finden Sie in dem Kasten.







    1  das Ende des Zweiten Weltkriegs


    2  die Gründung der DDR


    3  Bau der Berliner Mauer


    4  Fall der Berliner Mauer


    5  Honecker wird Generalsekretär der DDR


    6  die Wiedervereinigung Deutschlands


    7  die Gründung des Ministeriums für Staatssicherheit


    8  Sigmund Jähn fliegt als erster Deutsche ins Weltall
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1949


1989


1950


1961


1945


1971


1990


1978
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Kasten box
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Die Länder der Bundesrepublik





3  Die Bundesrepublik besteht aus 16 Ländern. Welche Länder gehörten vor der Wende zur Bundesrepublik und welche zur Deutschen Demokratischen Republik? Schreiben Sie BRD oder DDR.







      1  Baden-Württemberg


      2  Bayern


      3  Berlin


      4  Brandenburg


      5  Bremen


      6  Hamburg


      7  Hessen


      8  Mecklenburg-Vorpommern


      9  Niedersachsen


    10  Nordrhein-Westfalen


    11  Rheinland-Pfalz


    12  Saarland


    13  Sachsen


    14  Sachsen-Anhalt


    15  Schleswig-Holstein


    16  Thüringen
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das (Bundes)Land administrative region of Germany
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Die Geschichte





4  Vollenden Sie die Sätze. Schreiben Sie das richtige Wort.







      1  Zur Zeit des Films feiert die DDR den 40…………


      2  Das Ministerium für ………. sollte das Land gegen Dissidenten schützen.


      3  Die DDR war früher die sowjetische ………..


      4  Der ………. passierte am 9. November 1989.


      5  Dieser Tag wird jetzt in der deutschen Geschichte die ………. genannt.


      6  Sigmund Jähn war der erste Deutsche im ………..


      7  Viele Leute, die nicht in der DDR wohnen wollten, haben ………. begangen.


      8  Die Mauer trennte die beiden ………. Berlins.


      9  Die ersten Szenen des Films passieren in dem ………. Deutschland.


    10  Man nannte die kritischen Beziehungen zwischen Ost und West den Kalten ………..
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