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how to use thIs ebook


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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WHAT HAVE YOU INHERITED?


OK, so you’ve just moved into your own place and have a plot of land that you have absolutely no idea what to do with… Well, the first thing to remember is don’t panic – a garden that’s a bit unruly or somewhat bare is not disastrous. With a little patience and perseverance, you’ll be able to transform your uninspiring, inherited plot into a magical, personalised haven that you, your family and friends will enjoy for many years to come.


Although it can be tempting to make improvements straightaway, it’s much better to get to know the existing garden before making any alterations. Use the first few months of living in your new home to focus on jobs that require immediate attention in and around the house, while keeping a keen eye on what’s happening outside. Remember, the landscape changes continually, and the garden may throw up surprises as the seasons change: there may be hidden treasures beneath the bare ground that will rear their heads only at certain times of the year, or you may discover that the huge bush you were thinking of removing does in fact earn its place after all – perhaps it produces a mass of stunning, fragrant flowers, or serves a practical purpose such as stopping the neighbour’s kids climbing into your garden. There may be a small unkempt corner that is a haven for wildlife, which you don’t want to disrupt unnecessarily. I would recommend that at least the first year should be spent becoming familiar with the garden before getting stuck into any rebuild project – just do what you can to keep the vegetation under control if necessary.


You may have moved into a home with an immaculate garden but it is not to your taste, or you know you couldn’t keep up with the maintenance required. If you feel guilty or nervous at the thought of making any big alterations, don’t. After all, it is your garden now, so do as you wish.


At the other end of the spectrum, you may find the garden is nothing but soil and rubble, particularly if you’re in a new build. Although a blank canvas can seem intimidating at first, it has many advantages in the long run, as it allows you to create a garden that is entirely your own.
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You may have features like an old pond or shed that can be vastly improved with a bit of TLC or a lick of paint (right).
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ASSESS YOUR SITE


One of the first things you need to do in your new garden, before making any changes, is a site survey. This may sound daunting, but the vast majority of it can be done through simple observation, and what can’t is still incredibly easy to carry out. Below are some key attributes that it really pays to consider at the planning stage.






1. Setting


The setting should inform your design. The house – your house, that is – will affect the overall look of your garden. Ensuring a smooth transition from house to garden will create a finished, more cohesive look. An easy way to achieve this is to use the same materials. For example, using red brick for pathways and construction if you have a red brick house will make the garden feel like an integral part of the whole property and give the sense that it has always been there. A whitewashed house will be beautifully offset by a whitewashed garden wall, and so on. Think, too, about colour themes you have used in the interior decoration and consider carrying them on into the garden. Try also echoing the shape of the building in some way. It is helpful, too, to consider the wider landscape – your neighbours’ houses and the surrounding area. If you have a field to the rear, you can make a feature of it by framing your view with either plants or structures. If, on the other hand, your property backs on to the rear wall of somebody’s garage or an industrial site, the view might be better off being concealed. You can ‘borrow’ the surrounding landscape or hide it with clever design. Always consider these options at the earliest stage.
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Here the imposing and complicated design detracts from the very plain wall behind. A busy backdrop would make this space feel claustrophobic.









2. Size


It may sounds obvious, but the size of your garden will impact greatly on the sort of design you can realistically expect to achieve. In a large garden, grandiose schemes are more viable, but size brings its own problems – creating unity in a large garden can be tough and it may be worth considering breaking up the area into ‘rooms’ that are more manageable. A small garden obviously has limitations. These are usually of a practical nature; for example, you cannot always fit in everything you want. However, do not be downcast. It can be a wonderful opportunity to create all sorts of features that double up as something else. Benches with storage beneath them or seats that are also the edge of a raised bed or a low wall area are just a couple of clever ways to maximise your space. A small garden is also easier to design than a large one. The sooner you get your head around the space, both in terms of its limitations and potential, the more likely it is that you can arrive at a really practical design that suits your needs and makes the most of what you have. And don’t ever forget that large plants make a small garden feel bigger.




the practicalities


If you’re planning to undertake major work in the garden, access to a road is crucial, so you can remove unwanted materials from the site and bring in large deliveries. You may also need a skip, and it’s essential that you have good access either so that the skip can be delivered or, if it’s on the road throughout the project, that you are able to take the materials from your garden to the skip easily.


It’s also vital to establish where the house services are – the depth and location of the mains electricity cables, phone lines and sewage, gas and water pipes – so you can work around them. The details are usually found on the plans to your house that were acquired when it was purchased, or your landlord should have them if you are renting. If there are no plans to your services or indeed they are inaccurate (as many can be if work has taken place without the changes being marked on a site map) then it is worth either having a little investigation yourself with extreme care or even getting a surveyor in to assess your services. Regardless, it always pays to proceed with extreme caution when digging in soil, especially if you are making a fairly sizeable hole either for a tree or level change in the hard landscaping.


[image: illustration]







[image: illustration]


A small space can be immediately lifted with a whitewash to make it feel more roomy.









3. Levels


It may seem like a flat, level site is the easiest to design, and in some ways it can be. In reality, however, the most interesting designs incorporate some form of variation in level, although making alterations to the gradient of your land can be a costly business. A fire pit or sunken seating area will add interest, as well as some protection against wind if your garden suffers from the elements. If you have a slope already, think about ways of turning that into a feature. The cheapest way is to plant it, as the roots will stabilise a bank fairly quickly. Another way is to terrace it (using wood, brick or stone) then flatten off areas, rather like large steps. These flattened areas can then be paved or planted. Often, though, people feel the need to level off their garden, particularly if they like large areas of lawn. If a flat garden is something you really covet, you can level off a gentle slope with some re-landscaping – either by removing a large amount of earth or by introducing it. Make sure that you do not pile up too much (if any) directly against your house or overcompensate so that rain water runs towards the house, as this can cause problems with damp. If you are not fussed, I would recommend not messing about too much with the levels and instead consider working with what you have.
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Terracing can easily be turned into handy raised beds – great if you want to grow vegetables.









4. Shape


Just as the size of your garden will inform your design, so will the shape. A regular-shaped garden is fairly rare. They are more common in cities, but generally you will find irregularities and difficult areas. It needn’t, however, be a limiting factor. An awkward shape can lend itself to features that actually make for a much more interesting design. One great way of combating an awkward shape is to use another within your design – a circle, for example, is a great shape for disguising problem areas.
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In a rectangular or square garden your design can be crucial in creating interest. Try breaking up the square with staggered pathways.









5. Drainage


This is the least glamorous part of garden planning. Drainage is inherently wet and muddy and can be soul destroying. There is only one thing worse than thinking about drainage and that is digging up plants that you’ve watched get less and less healthy, knocking down walls and pulling up paving because your garden is waterlogged. If you investigate the water situation before embarking on any construction you can install drainage channels and sumps in advance, which will mean you can grow a wider range of plants and have a much more pleasant and successful experience of building your garden. During all the aspects of planning and construction drainage should be at the forefront of your mind – then you can save yourself an awful lot of trouble.
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6. Existing features


There is rarely a need to remove all existing features in a garden. Outbuildings or large, mature trees, for example, are expensive to remove and their presence can help to anchor a newly planted garden in its surroundings. Removing large existing features can also create unforeseen problems, such as exposing a view you didn’t know was there or unearthing asbestos, rubble or large areas of concrete, the removal of which can put a project back and increase its cost quite considerably. It is amazing what a difference a coat of paint and bit of TLC will do to a tired-looking wall or shed. Consider these options carefully before making any drastic decisions that you might come to regret. If you decide to keep existing features, then it is worth repeating the materials elsewhere in the garden for a more cohesive look. This will also ensure that the features appear intentional and not like they have just been left there for convenience. Really consider them in the design so that they become a key part of your garden and not an afterthought.
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A mature tree gives the design more gravitas. There are some features that you can do nothing about, such as a telegraph pole, and these you will just have to learn to love.









7. Moisture levels


Annual rainfall averages for your area can be found easily online, but observations of your own garden are essential. For example, you may be in one of the driest parts of the country but a leaky drainpipe could mean that one small area of the garden is permanently moist. Alternatively, there could be a spring or stream nearby that causes the whole garden to be damper than expected. Conversely, large trees can be very thirsty and remove a lot of moisture from the soil, and if they have a dense canopy they can prevent rainfall from reaching the ground – particularly if the trees are evergreen – so even in damp areas you can have a fairly dry microclimate in your garden.


It’s crucial to plant according to the soil’s moisture level – moisture-loving plants in the dampest parts of the garden and drought-tolerant plants in the driest (see here). This has become particularly important in recent years, with more intense periods of drought and heavy rainfall, and the threat of hosepipe bans during the summer. Planting in the right place will reduce your water bills and save precious time, so you can sit and enjoy a glass of wine in the garden on a summer’s evening, rather than walking around with a watering can in search of thirsty plants!
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If you do ever have to water, make sure you water directly onto the soil, not the foliage, and give each plant a good long soak.







Volume of water test


If you are interested to know how much water your garden will receive throughout the year, place a few plastic bottles cut in half in different spots around the garden and measure the volume of water in them throughout the year. This will give you a very good idea of not only your rainfall, but where that rainfall actually reaches the ground.
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8. Sun and shade


Note the direction your garden faces and how the sun tracks across it at different times of the day. You will discover the shady and sunny parts, as well as where you get the evening and morning sun – information that will help you plan your seating and storage areas as well as your choice of plants. It’s best to monitor the tracking of the sun at different times of the year, as an area that’s in full sun in the height of summer can be in shade in winter.


Some areas of the garden will be in permanent shade, such as those in the shadow of tall buildings, alongside the north side of walls, or beneath evergreen shrubs. In such situations, you’ll need to select only shade-tolerant plants (see here).
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The good news is plants that grow in the same conditions (whether sun or shade) naturally tend to look good together. So that takes care of your planting design.









9. Wind and shelter


If you live on a hill or by the coast, your garden is likely to be very windy. Town gardens can be surprisingly windy too, as wind can gust around the gaps between tall buildings in unexpected ways, making it stronger. Plants can suffer greatly at the hands of the wind: trees can rock and collapse if not planted to withstand the breeze, and leaves can suffer from wind scorch. In winter, wind chill can cause excessive damage when combined with already cold conditions.


It is very difficult to determine exactly where the windiest spots are, especially with changing wind directions. However, it is the north-easterly winds that cause the most damage, so avoid putting your most fragile or tender plants in the path of these winds.


By adding a windbreak such as a wall, fence or thick hedge of tough evergreens, you can reduce the wind’s strength considerably and provide some much-needed shelter in the garden, which will benefit you and your plants. That’s why walled gardens were traditionally so popular as kitchen gardens – the wind was kept at bay, creating warmer temperatures that were ideal for ripening fruit and vegetables. I did my apprenticeship in a walled garden, and in some places in the garden you could feel only the tiniest breath of wind when a storm was gusting through. You will naturally find that the nearer the house you are, the warmer and less windy the garden will be.
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Although windbreaks are really a practical feature, there is no reason why they can’t also enhance your design if used cleverly.









10. Hot and frosty spots


In summer there may be certain parts of the garden that become extremely hot. While it may be the ideal place for you to catch a few precious rays, many plants will struggle to grow in such situations. Similarly, during winter there will probably be particular spots that are more prone to frost than others. Or you may live in a ‘frost pocket’, which is a place that holds on to its frost for longer than other areas. Although these situations can be tricky for many plants, there is still a plethora of species that will thrive in them, so choose the right plants from the start (see here) and you will be rewarded in future years.
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Growing plants in containers means that you can easily move them out of extreme heat or cold as the seasons change.









11. Soil type


Soils are made up of varying quantities of sand, silt and clay. Depending on where you live, your soil may also contain other materials such as chalk or peat that will affect its acidity. Climatic factors like rainfall and temperature will also affect the soil type you have, as will the amount of microbial organisms present in your area. All these elements and the quantities in which they are found in your soil (if at all) will affect the quality of your land and therefore have an impact on which plants will grow well in your garden. There are twelve main types of soil – mostly clay, mostly sand, mostly silt and nine other combinations of the three components. Nearly all soil types (the main exception being a waterlogged soil) can be improved with the addition of organic matter, such as well-rotted manure, but it’s important to select plants that thrive in the particular type of soil you have in your garden (see here).


SANDY SOIL


At the opposite end of the spectrum from clay, sandy soil is extremely free-draining and therefore by far the easiest type to dig as it’s so light – the spade will cut it like a hot knife through butter. However, the disadvantage is that in summer you will be forever watering, and any nutrients you add to the soil will be washed or leached away very quickly. It can also be rather dry. Plants that tend to like sharp drainage, for instance many Mediterranean plants, such as lavender and cistus, tend to do well on sandy soil (see here).


SILTY SOIL


Sometimes called ‘loam’, this is often thought of as being the best soil type. It is free-draining yet water-retentive and naturally fertile – the magic combination as far as plants go. Most plants, even fussy ones, tend to do well on a silty soil. It is easy to dig so can be improved with the annual addition of some organic matter. This can be laid on the surface or dug in.


If you find your plants are getting too wet (as silt tends to occur in areas of wet or former wetland) then dig in some washed sand or grit to improve the drainage.


CLAY SOIL


If I had £1 for every time I heard a gardener complain about their clay soil I would be a rich woman! Certainly, it can be highly challenging. Clay soil is very moisture retentive, and therefore heavy and prone to waterlogging. When wet it sticks together so strongly that it makes digging nothing less than backbreaking, and when dry it bakes solid so it can be like smashing up concrete! However, on the plus side the propensity for a clay soil to hold onto water means that it retains nutrients, so it tends to be very fertile. Many plants, including roses, seem to prefer it to other soils (see here).
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LAVENDER
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ROSES FOR RICH CLAY SOIL







identify your soil type


To find out what type of soil you have, wet a ball of soil about 5cm (2in) in diameter and follow this simple key:


•   If the soil will not roll into a smooth ball it is sandy.


•   Roll the ball into a flat sausage shape and bring the ends together to form a ring. If the soil splits it is silty and if not, it is clay.
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12. Soil pH


Before planting anything in your garden, you will need to identify the acidity or alkalinity of the soil. This is assessed on a scale known as pH, with pH1 being extremely acidic and pH14 very alkaline. Most garden soils are in the middle of the range, or in Britain slightly on the acidic side of the spectrum, which suits most plants. Your soil type will be affected by where you live. For instance, you’re likely to have a more alkaline soil if you live on down land, where the land around you is chalky, and in coastal regions, where there are high levels of salt in the atmosphere. On heath or moor land, your soil will most likely be very acidic.


There are various simple and inexpensive tests you can carry out to test your soil pH (see box, opposite). It is always worth testing in more than one area of the garden, particularly if you have a large plot. Test in open, exposed areas as well as more covered sites, as these may well differ; for example, areas under trees are likely to be more acidic, because leaf litter builds up and breaks down, releasing amino acids into the soil.
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SKIMMIA (FEMALE)
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ACER
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HOSTA FOR SHADE







test your soil pH


You can test your soil using a simple testing kit from the garden centre. These kits are inexpensive, easy to use and accurate enough for the average gardener. Some use a probe that gives a pH reading, others use a solution that changes colour, with the shade indicating the level of acidity or alkalinity.


The old-fashioned way of testing pH is to use the vinegar and bicarbonate of soda method. This will not give you an accurate reading, but it will tell you whether your soil is acidic, alkaline or neutral. Fill a container such as an old ice-cream carton with a good handful of soil and pour in a few tablespoons of vinegar. If the soil fizzes a little, you have a slightly alkaline soil. If nothing happens, get another container full of soil and mix it with bottled water until the soil has turned to a sludgy liquid. Pour over a few teaspoons full of bicarbonate of soda. If this fizzes slightly, you have an acidic soil. If neither method produces any reaction, you have a fairly neutral soil.
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SEDUM (ICE PLANT)
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GRAPEVINE (VITIS)
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RED HOT POKER (KNIPHOFIA)









IDENTIFY YOUR NEEDS


The next step in planning your outdoor space is to know what you want from it. This may seem obvious, but it’s remarkable how often a garden owner overlooks his or her own requirements. It’s also very subjective – a successful design to one person may be a nightmare to another.


You may be the type who will walk into a property, see an outdoor area attached to it, and rejoice at the thought of rolling up your sleeves, plunging your hands into the soil and having lots of plants to look after. Alternatively, your heart may sink at the prospect of the workload that lies ahead of you.


When designing a garden for a client, I always take the time to sit with a cup of tea and talk to them about their lives – their friends and family, hobbies and interests, and work routines – in order to decide how much time they will be able to give to maintaining their outdoor space, or whether they’d rather not put any time in at all. The key thing to remember is that the garden is your space, so create a design that suits your individual tastes, needs and lifestyle, and make sure you’ll be able to maintain it easily. For garden enthusiasts, the ideal garden may involve growing plenty of flowers (including annuals) and having a pristine lawn and neatly clipped hedges. But this style of garden does not suit everyone. For those with a demanding full-time job, the responsibilities of a family, a busy social life, a tendency to travel, destructive pets and – perhaps most importantly – a lack of enthusiasm for garden maintenance, this style of garden would be incredibly difficult to keep on top of. In these circumstances, coming up with a design that will require less work will be far more compatible with your lifestyle. To help you decide on your priorities, work through the Questionnaire opposite.
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Questionnaire


Below are some questions to ask yourself before you design your garden. They should help you focus on your priorities and lifestyle, and come up with a garden to suit your requirements. Be as honest with yourself as you possibly can – about what you have time for and can afford, as well as your capabilities.


• Why do you want a garden? Are you interested in plants and look forward to tending them, or do you really just want an outdoor ‘room’ for relaxing and socialising?


• How much time will you realistically be able to dedicate to garden maintenance? Do you work full time or travel frequently? If so, consider selecting easy-care plants rather than fussy ones that require regular attention, and dedicate a large area to hard surfaces.


• Do you like to eat and entertain outdoors? If so, how many people do you entertain on a regular basis? Remember, you’ll need to include a level area that is large enough to accommodate a suitably sized table and a sufficient number of chairs comfortably.


• Have you thought about including a second seating area, where you can enjoy the evening sun perhaps, or sit and reflect?


• Would you like to include a lawn? If you want a perfect green sward, do you have time to maintain it? Or are you relaxed about a few daisies, weeds and some moss?


• Would you like to include a water feature, such as a pond?.


• Do you plan to cook outdoors? If so, have you considered including an area for a barbecue in your design?


• Consider your storage requirements – will you need to erect a large shed for tools, garden furniture, bicycles and any overflow from the house?
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• Do you need to include an area for hanging up washing? Would you like it to be in a hidden area of the garden?


• Do you want to grow fruit and veg? If so, would you like an area dedicated to them? Or just grow them in pots or in the flowerbeds with other plants? (See here.)


• Are you interested in creating a garden that encourages wildlife, such as bees and butterflies? (See here.)


• Are children a consideration? For instance, will you need to include space for a swing, climbing frame or trampoline, or an area of lawn wide enough for a goal? Would the kids enjoy a small wildlife area or space for growing vegetables?


• Do you have pets? If so, are the boundaries safe to keep them in your (and out of neighbours’) garden? You may choose to have areas of bare soil at the rear of borders to prevent pets from running on or making a mess in the flowerbeds or on the lawn. You may also need to include an area for hutches, runs or kennels.


[image: illustration]


• Do you need to accommodate someone with a disability? If so, you may need to create wide, safe, smooth pathways, gradual slopes rather than steps, and a seating area that will accommodate a wheelchair. Raised beds are good for disabled gardeners, as they are easier to maintain than beds at ground level.
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THINKING ABOUT DESIGN


After carrying out your site survey and identifying your needs, you’ll have a fairly good understanding of what type of garden you have and want to create. Now you need to work out what it’s going to look like and where all the elements should go.


When you have little or no experience, designing a garden can seem a daunting task. However, the design process can be one of the most exciting and enjoyable aspects of creating a garden. If you take the time to really think the design through, it will pay dividends when it comes to the construction process, and you’re more likely to be satisfied with your garden once it’s finished.


Try to keep things simple and achievable: if you embark on the process with the intention of creating a finished garden à la Grand Designs, you’ll only be disappointed. The key to enjoying this step and completing it successfully, without tears of frustration, is not to think of it as a garden design at all. Instead, just aim to create a pleasing ‘picture’.


Throughout the design process, there are two words that should always be at the forefront of your mind – ‘function’ and ‘form’. You’re aiming to create a garden that is both usable and looks good aesthetically. Always consider the practical elements, and how they can be designed into the overall scheme in the most visually dynamic way.


If your budget allows, it can be helpful to call in a professional designer for either a consultation or to come up with a design for you. Re-using and re-purposing materials, as well as carrying out the work yourself, will keep the costs down.
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GEOMETRIC CLIPPED TOPIARY









1. Scale


Considering scale is essential when thinking about design. When you first draw up your plans it is crucial that they are to scale in order to guarantee a successful design. Features, unless they are bespoke, tend to come in fixed dimensions, so understanding your garden’s size will mean you eliminate the risk of wasting your money on structures that are either too small for the space or, worse, too big to fit! That’s the technical element of scale, but there is also another, less tangible aspect, which concerns itself with how those features will look in the finished space in terms of their size. And it by no means follows that a small garden must only contain small features. More important is getting the balance of small and large features right. Big features in any sized garden often make a bold statement. The key here is really thinking about your scale, both with construction and in terms of planting. Play with scale, if you like, in order to create certain effects. A small bench, for example, is often used to make a space feel bigger. Remember that taller and wider structures are impactful but can be imposing, whereas smaller and narrower structures are more comfortable, less intimidating, but also easily overlooked. Crucially, make sure every decision is a conscious one and don’t leave anything to chance.
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A large container or urn makes a great feature.









2. Balance


This is a key part of any design, not just for gardens. To introduce balance is to create harmony. There are two kinds of balance in design; both create a more restful visual effect. First is to balance the whole space by repeating themes of colour, shape and size throughout the whole area. Using symmetry, especially on a diagonal axis, is a very easy way of doing this. Second is to balance individual features with something contrasting so that no one thing can be too dominant. For example, you can create a balance in scale by not letting one feature dominate. Another juxtaposed feature of large size somewhere else in the garden will counteract that dominance but so will the inclusion of smaller features around that large feature. Colour must also be balanced. Repeating a particular colour throughout a space creates a more harmonious design as does the inclusion of varying shades to either enhance or reduce the intensity of that colour depending on your colour scheme. Also think about balancing shapes. Spikes, circles and geometric shapes, such as squares and triangles, make a striking impact but creating balance from repeating the shape throughout the space or using contrasting shapes in conjunction with the original, takes the design to the next level.
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Tall trees are balanced by planting at the base; here the purple sedum balances the greens.









3. Unity


Unity is the method by which you create a sense of cohesion or ‘oneness’ in a space. It might be achieved through repetition of a theme or colour or by using one key feature to tie the whole thing together. Something like a choice of paving stone used throughout the space might achieve this in a garden setting. Overlapping your shapes when creating the initial design will help create a natural unity. Using shapes of the same type for all your features will also help with this. Designs that feel bitty will do so because there is no unity. The design may have different components, such as a shed, a path or a flowerbed, but essentially they are all part of the same thing; the garden. Unity in your design will draw all those different components together.
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Repetition of lavender and using the same stone for each pathway makes this space feel unified.









4. Proportion


Not to be confused with scale, which is much more technical and relates to individual features fitting in the space, proportion is all about relationships between features. Specifically this refers to their size. This covers the relationship objects and features have to each other as well as to the garden as a whole and even to neighbouring gardens and your house. To get the proportions right means that the garden will sit happily in its space. Garden features, when thinking about proportion, become parts of a whole – the whole being both the garden and also the street/area you live in. Again, this does not mean that a small space can only contain small features, but just that no one feature is allowed to dominate but is balanced by smaller features and also that the garden as a whole is not allowed to dominate too much over the house or neighbourhood. Everything should be in proportion with its surroundings.
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Here the oversized water feature and diminished figure play with the proportions, creating a magical effect.









5. Texture


Texture is usually only skin deep insomuch as the surface is usually what gives something texture. With plants that is not always the case as foliage adds a huge amount of texture and is very three-dimensional. However, actively think about the texture of every material and feature and use it to really enhance your design. Smoothed stone next to fluffy foliage or rough wood next to metal are two examples of contrasting textures that give a sensory kind of interest to the space. All of these elements make for a well thought out design. One thing to beware of when trying to vary your textures is overcomplicating things. Think about unity and balance. Repeat materials and create unity and cohesion by having one material or plant or texture that holds all the others together.
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Here the rusty metal creates a contrasting texture next to the plants, but the pink flowers echo the colour of the rust, bringing the design together.









6. Form


Form refers to the shape of individual features. Like texture, the most effective designs use varying forms cleverly to strike an interesting balance. If you look at a feature or a plant with your eyes half closed it becomes easier to see each shape rather than getting distracted by the finer detail. Use one form in different sizes for an impactful yet balanced design. Use circles, mounds, curves and ovals for a soft look and spikes, spires, squares, triangles and straight lines for something more clean cut. Often, a combination of hard and soft forms works the best.
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The circle is clean and offset perfectly by the upright linear forms of the plinth and plants, especially when seen in the reflections.









7. Rhythm


Rhythm is created in a garden by using varying form, texture, colour and scale to create accents throughout the space. As humans we naturally find rhythm in all things. A regular rhythm gives us comfort subconsciously whereas irregularities unsettle us. The key with rhythm is the element of surprise. A totally regular and predictable rhythm is often dull. To throw in an unexpected accent every now and again keeps us interested, just as it does in music. If you have space, try incorporating a change in rhythm in different areas. This can be achieved by having accents in colour or height, more or less frequently.
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In this riotous border, accents are created by injections of deep red amaranth against green.









8. Perspective


This is something you will get anyway in your garden as it is inherent in a three-dimensional space. But using perspective to enhance your design is a very effective way of controlling how your garden looks. Very few of us have a perfectly square garden. Realistically, there will be irregularities in the shape. It may be that one side is longer than the other or that the space is much longer than it is wide or much wider than it is long. By using perspective you can create the illusion of length or width. Perspective is, in essence, the way things seem to diminish in size as they get further away. Making things actually diminish in size as they get further away creates the impression of length. Choosing bigger things for the end of the space will make it seem shorter and breaking up the space with physical barriers bamboozles the eye, meaning that you obscure the view and either break the space into smaller compartments or create the impression of something else beyond, which may or may not be there.
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This small stone bench at the end of a straight pathway highlights perspective and makes the space look bigger.









9. Contrast


Contrast is very effective in design. By contrasting or juxtaposing different aspects of the design, you highlight certain features. A comfortable contrast is not too extreme, for example a circle next to a cone. These two shapes contrast each other but both have a curved element, though one also contains a straight line. A circle next to a square, on the other hand, might create an uncomfortable contrast because they are so vastly different. The trick is to use contrast subtly.
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The smooth wood is contrasted by the fluffy box and spears of phormium. The foliage is contrasted by the metal birdbath. All these contrasts perfectly offset one another.









10. Concealing and highlighting


Concealing is a trick that is well worth perfecting in gardening as all gardens contain some features that may not be the most aesthetically dynamic. The water butt is a classic example. Compost bins and sheds can also be problem areas. Easier than turning these spaces into things of beauty, is to cleverly conceal or obscure them. This can be done with planting, with features, with a lick of paint or by using other areas to distract the eye away from these unsightly objects. On the other hand you might want to highlight certain features or areas. This can be done by putting them in a central position or by using plants and features to draw the eye towards rather than away from the object. Objects in corners right by the house often seem invisible.




[image: illustration]


Here the trampoline has been cleverly obscured by the tall grasses (Miscanthus).









11. Lines and curves


Lines and curves will happen anyway in the garden. Hard landscape features are more commonly straight as straight lines are easier to manufacture using hard materials. There is nothing wrong with straight lines; in fact, they are often easier to use to good effect than curves. But do take the time to consider your lines. A curved path can create a natural obstruction to the view that can be used to greatly improve either the look or function of a space. On the other hand a straight line can draw the eye around the garden. Do not underestimate the importance of lines and the effect they will have on your finished design.

OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0029-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0021-03.jpg
..AND PLANTS WHICH
THRIVE ON ALKALINE Seil$ y






OEBPS/images/f0021-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0021-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg
e ~

@ :“ JI"‘ W,
B o 1T 3 Y
/I —en LI &
i LaTs . CHAPTER 1
= > YOv & YOuR GARDEN
3 W S o
74 :
27>
o Vo, )
= N 7’ vini
S ': ¥ =
Yor

W





OEBPS/images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0016-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0035-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0031-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0012-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0026-01.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Title Page



		Contents



		How to Use This Ebook



		You & your garden



		Designing your garden



		Hard landscaping



		Planning beds & borders



		Choosing plants



		Fruit, vegetables & herbs



		Planting & maintenance



		Acknowledgements



		Copyright

















Guide





		Cover



		Title Page



		Start















		3











OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
£
Q
()
(]
Q
o
=
©
b

L

How to plan,

plant and enjoy 3 -

Flrst Tlme
<2, & -~ Gardener

your garden





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
-DEN

how to plan, plant
& enjoy your qnnh n |

dtograpby by Clare Wlnﬁzeld

RN .
: \

i





OEBPS/images/f0022-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0036-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0019-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0032-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0011-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0011-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0023-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0027-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0023-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0023-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0018-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0018-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0033-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0018-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0024-01.jpg
Y

46,

CHAPTER 2

DESIGNING
YOuR GARDEN






OEBPS/images/f0028-01.jpg









OEBPS/images/f0020-01.jpg






OEBPS/images/f0020-02.jpg
PLANTS WHICH THRIVE
ON ACID SOILS










OEBPS/images/f0020-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0013-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0017-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0034-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0030-01.jpg





