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THE HEROES ARE A GROUP OF CHILDREN FROM AROUND THE WORLD, RECRUITED BY THE MYSTERIOUS BILLIONAIRE, MASON ASH. FROM THE BEEHIVE, THEIR TOP SECRET ISLAND HEADQUARTERS, THEY USE THEIR SCIENTIFIC SKILLS TO HELP PROTECT THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING THAT LIVES ON IT.
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CHAPTER ONE


FROM ANOTHER TIME
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The little pterosaur skimmed over the surface of the river, searching for its prey. A sudden movement caught the creature’s eye, and the pterosaur opened its beak and scooped something from the water.


On the roof of the Beehive, the Heroes’ top secret headquarters, Keira and Mo watched as a pterosaur came gliding between the trees towards them.


“It’s got something in its beak,” said Keira.


“Probably a fish,” said Dr Kang. “Pterosaurs like Squeak lived near water and ate fish and other water dwelling creatures.” Dr Kang was a palaeontologist who had spent her life studying fossils. She had come to the Beehive to see if the Heroes could help her with a problem. She had brought the little pterosaur, whom she nicknamed Squeak, to show just how real the problem was.


As they watched, the pterosaur landed on the roof of the building and folded its wings. Then it walked forwards, dropped the fish at Dr Kang’s feet and let out an excited squeak.


“He’s brought you a present,” laughed Keira.


“It’s not for me,” said Dr Kang, picking up the fish. “Squeak just likes me to feed him.”
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Dr. Kang tossed the fish into the air and the pterosaur caught it with a squeak and a snap of its beak. “Good boy!” she said.


“It must be strange having a pterosaur as a pet,” said Mo.


“He thinks of me as his mother,” said Dr Kang. “I was there when he hatched from his egg.”


“I’ve read about ducks doing that,” said Mo, the Heroes’ animal expert. “It’s called imprinting.” Mo told Keira that some creatures formed a bond with the first moving thing that they saw. He said the first thing a baby duck usually saw was its mother. Then it would follow her round everywhere she went. “It helps keep them safe,” he said.
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“So that’s what Squeak is doing with you,” said Keira.


“Yes,” said Dr Kang. “And I’m not happy about it.”


“I think it’s cool!” said Keira. “You must be the only person in the world to have their own pterosaur.”


“Yes, but nobody should have a pterosaur,” said Dr Kang. “Not a living one anyway. They’ve been extinct for around 66 million years.”


“The same as the dinosaurs,” added Mo.


“So how did Squeak get here?” asked Keira.


“That’s what I’m hoping to find out,” said Dr Kang. “I was told your team might be able to help me.”
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“I think I already have a good idea how it got here,” said Mo. “What do you think Keira?”


Keira thought for a moment, and then groaned. “A time gate,” she said.


“Sounds like it,” said Mo. “How else could it have found its way into our world?”


“What on earth’s a time gate?” asked Dr Kang.


Keira explained that a time gate opened a portal that allowed people to travel back from the present day to another time in history.


“All that’s needed is a physical link to the past,” she said. “Fossils that have been in the ground for millions of years can provide a link back to a time when pterosaurs like yours flew through the skies.”
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Dr Kang was amazed. “I can’t believe I haven’t heard about them,” she said.


“Officially they don’t exist,” said Mo. “Because who knows what would happen if the technology fell into the wrong hands.”


Dr Kang nodded. “Well it looks like it has, and someone is using these time gates to bring pterosaurs into our time,” she said.


Just then, Keira started making a beeping sound. Reaching into her pocket she took out one of her many gadgets. “It’s Mason,” she said. “He wants to see us in the control pod.”
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The control pod was the hi-tech hub of the Beehive. It was from there that all the Heroes’ missions were coordinated. Television screens relayed up-to-date news from around the world. Computers monitored global communications and satellite systems kept an eye on the planet’s weather. The latest piece of tech had been installed by Professor Darwin, the team’s resident scientist and inventor. With help from Keira, the team’s gadget expert, they now had something that alerted them whenever a time gate was opened. It even showed the location of the time gate.


As the door to the control pod slid open, Keira could see that most of the team were already there. Ronan was covered from head to toe in bandages – but he hadn’t been hurt. Fernanda, the team’s medical expert, was using him to practise her first aid skills. Ling, the environmental expert, was sat reading.
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On the wall a huge television screen flickered on and Mason Ash began to speak. “I’ve got a new mission for you all.”


Mason was the billionaire who had recruited the young Heroes to help save the planet from environmental disasters. But since coming together, their skills had been put to many different uses. They had found themselves travelling to places they would never have dreamed of. And since the invention of time gate technology, that even meant travelling back in time.


“What is our new mission?” asked Ling.


“I want you to help Dr Kang find out who’s bringing pterosaurs into our time,” Mason told them.
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“Does it matter?” asked Fernanda.


“Of course,” Ronan told her. “Introducing a new, foreign species into an existing ecosystem could be disastrous.”


Fernanda looked at Ronan blankly for a moment.


“They could kill all of the other creatures,” explained Mo.


“I don’t think one little pterosaur could do that,” said Keira.


“Squeak’s still very young,” said Dr Kang. “He won’t be so small when he’s fully grown.”


Just then, an alert sounded out from one of the screens.


“It’s the time gate monitor,” said Keira. “It’s showing that a time gate’s been opened in North Africa.”


“There’s no time to lose!” said Mason. “Professor Darwin is expecting you in the landing pod.”
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