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Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of the:





•  Non-British Period Study units Y222 and Y252, The Cold War in Asia 1945–1993 and Y223 and Y253 The Cold War in Europe 1941–1995.





This introduction gives you an overview of:





•  the OCR AS and A Level course



•  how you will be assessed on this unit



•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.





1 The OCR AS and A Level course


This study will form part of your overall history course for the OCR specification, of which there are three unit groups and a topic-based essay.


The unit groups comprise:





•  a British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)



•  a non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)



•  a Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).





This book covers two non-British period study topics ‘The Cold War in Asia 1945–1993’ and ‘The Cold War in Europe 1941–1995’ from Unit Group 2 of the OCR History specification. You will study one of these for the examination. The chapters in the book correspond to the key topics in the specification, with four chapters for each period study.


The two units covered in this book deal with crucial periods when the wartime alliance between the West and the Soviet Union, which had jointly defeated the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and Japan, broke down and took the world close to nuclear war. During this period, the USA and the Soviet Union and China were involved in conflicts in Europe and Asia to contain the expansion of the other, although they avoided direct conflict with each other, hence the term ‘Cold War’.


The Cold War in Asia followed the USA’s successful policy of establishing model states in Japan and the Philippines after the defeat of Japan in 1945. It was the fall of China to communism in 1949 and concerns about Russian influence in Southeast Asia that alarmed the USA, which feared that communism would spread and led to their involvement in two wars: the Korean War and the Vietnam War, as well as incursions into both Laos and Cambodia. The two wars had a dramatic impact on the region, playing a key role in the establishment of the brutal regime of Pol Pot in Cambodia. Although the USA was able to contain communism in Korea, it failed in Vietnam. An improvement in relations with China resulted in an American withdrawal from Vietnam and the establishment of a Cambodian kingdom. However, the problem with North Korea remains just as real today as it was in 1950.


The Cold War in Europe developed quickly after the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945, as tensions that had been present during the war came to the surface once the common enemy had been removed. Russian expansion into Eastern Europe appeared to threaten the West, and Germany, particularly Berlin, would become the territory where the conflict was played out. Unrest within the communist states was suppressed but tensions were added to with the development of nuclear weapons and the creation of two armed camps in NATO and the Warsaw Pact. Although there were periods when relations improved, it would take until the 1980s for tensions to decline as economic and social problems grew in the communist states. Ultimately, this would lead to the fall of the symbol of these tensions, the Berlin Wall, and the reunification of Germany, followed by the break-up of the Eastern bloc and the Soviet Union.


2 How you will be assessed


A Level


Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the topic-based essay is marked internally, but externally moderated.





•  Unit Group 1 – British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – Non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter-answer question and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 3 – Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.





For the Topic based essay you will complete a 3,000–4,000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


AS Level


Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:





•  Unit Group 1 – British Period Study is assessed through your choice of one of two essays, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – non-British Period Study is assessed through an essay and an interpretation question. The interpretation question will come from one of two specified key topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.





Examination questions for Unit Group 2


For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit. In the AS examination there will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Period Study section and Section B is the Interpretation section.


In the A Level examination there is just one section with two short-answer essays and two period-study essays.


In the A Level examination, two questions will be set and you must answer one. There will be two parts to each of the questions; the short-answer essay, which carries 10 marks and the period study essay, which carries 20 marks. You must answer both parts from the same question.


In the AS examination, Section A will contain two essay questions, both worth 30 marks, and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different key topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one key topic. In Section B, there will be one interpretation question, which will be drawn from one of the two key topics named in the AS specification.



Questions on the Period Study


For AS and A Level the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of each of the chapters in this book. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do in response to them.






	Command term

	Description

	Example in the book






	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important

	Asia, page 62

Europe, page 141








	To what extent

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance

	Asia, page 87

Europe, page 194








	How far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance

	Asia, page 114

Europe, page 145








	How successful

	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success

	Asia, page 88

Europe, page 170









Questions for A Level short-answer essay


The questions will be based on two key events, people or issues and you will be asked to explain which you consider to be of the greater importance, impact or significance for a particular issue. Questions will be structured in the following way:


Which was the more successful ‘model state’ for the United States in the period 1945–52?




    (i)   Japan



    (ii)  The Philippines






Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).


OR


Which of the following had the greater impact on the Cold War in Europe?




    (i)   The Hungarian Crisis of 1956



    (ii)  The Czech Crisis of 1968






Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).


Questions on the AS interpretation


The questions will be based around a short quotation from a historian. You will not need to know anything about the historian, but must apply your knowledge of the issues raised by the quotation to evaluate the strengths and limitations of the quotation.


Questions will be worded as follows:


‘[The Korean War], which the West interpreted as blatant, Soviet made aggression was not Stalin’s brainchild.’


From: V. Zubok and C. Pleshakov, Inside the Kremlin’s Cold War, 1996


Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied.


OR


‘The Cold War was not inevitable; yet it became a reality because of the innate needs of the Soviet Union and the United States.’


From: M. McCauley, The Origins of the Cold War, 1983


Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied.


Answering the questions


The AS examination is one and a half hours in length. Section A carries more marks than Section B and, therefore, it would be sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B.


The A Level examination is one hour. The Period Study essay, question (b), carries more marks than the short essay, question (a), and therefore it would be sensible to spend more time on the Period Study essay. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 36–37.


The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with this before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses. Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.


What will the examination paper look like?


The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is either Y252 or Y253 and for the A Level is either Y222 or Y223. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.


3 About this book


At the start of each Period Study covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.


Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.


Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.


Key questions


The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.



Key terms


The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened the first time they are used in the chapter and defined in the glossary on pages 227–28.


Activities


There are a series of activities throughout the book to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. They will focus on developing your analytical skills and making judgements.


AS Level


There are some elements of the AS examination in Unit 2 that are different from the A Level. How to tackle the AS Interpretation question is explained at the end of each section of the book.


Historical debates


As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter contains contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but also, by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter, you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 2, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is tested in Unit 2 of the AS Level and further tested in Unit 3 of the A level.


Summary of the chapter


At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered (Chapter takeaways), which will help with your revision.


Study skills


Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the Period Studies and Enquiries examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.


Revise, reflect, review


At the end of each unit there is a section that helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.





Gateway into the Cold War in Asia 1945–93
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The impact of Japan on Asia




•  Japan had modernised its economy and armed forces after 1854 and created an empire that included Korea, an independent monarchy that Japan annexed in 1910.


•  In order to gain the resources for the long war with China, which began in 1931, and to create a self-sufficient ‘co-prosperity sphere’, Japan occupied the colonies of the USA and European powers in Southeast Asia, 1940–42. These included French Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos); the British colonies in Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaya; the Dutch colonies of modern-day Indonesia and the US Philippine Islands.


•  The defeat of the Americans and Europeans by Asians weakened the prestige of the colonial powers and encouraged the growth of Asian nationalism. Some nationalists collaborated with Japan, but as the war went on there was more resistance to Japan and a desire for independence. Some opposition to Japan came from local communist parties, for example in Vietnam.
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The impact of China




•  China was ruled by emperors until a revolution in 1911 in which the nationalist movement (the Guomindang) established a republic.


•  The new republic faced much disturbance from warlords and also from attempts by Japan to dominate it. There was also the growth of a communist movement. A civil war between the Chinese nationalists and the Communists after 1928 lasted until 1949 and went on at the same time as increasing Japanese invasions. China faced a full-scale war with Japan from 1937 to 1945. The civil war ended with a Communist victory in 1949 under Mao Zedong.


•  The West did not recognise the new People’s Republic of China; instead they recognised that ‘China’ was the island of Taiwan (Formosa) to which the defeated Nationalist leader, Jiang Jieshi, had retreated in 1949. This caused bad feeling between Communist China and the West.


•  There was the possibility that China would support communist movements in other parts of Europe to promote a world revolution.
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The USA, Europe and Asian communism




•  In 1945, the USA occupied Japan, giving it a major presence in south Asia.


•  Stalin had delayed declaring war on Japan until 1945 but Soviet forces then occupied some former Japanese territory and installed a communist government in North Korea, dividing the country by agreement with the USA, which protected an anti-communist regime in the South.


•  The USA did little to prevent a communist victory in China in 1949 and left the European powers to re-establish their authority. The USA was unsympathetic to European colonialism because it restricted free trade, and welcomed the granting of independence to India by Britain in 1947.


•  After 1949, the emergence of a major new communist state became a matter of great concern to the USA, which worried that communism would spread to other Asian countries.


•  US fears about communism in Asia were dominated by hostility to Stalin’s expansion in Europe and the shock of the Chinese communist victory in 1949. If the two huge communist countries joined together then communism might dominate the world.
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The Cold War




•  Under Stalin, the Soviet Union dominated Eastern Europe, following the defeat of Germany in the Second World War in 1945.


•  A number of pro-Soviet states were established: Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Romania. East Germany became a satellite state in 1949. The Soviet Union had annexed Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.


•  There was increasing tension between the capitalist West and the communist bloc. This hostility lasted until 1989 and was known as the ‘Cold War’ because there was no actual fighting in Europe.


•  The USA announced policies of containment and Marshall Aid in 1947, which committed it to defend European countries threatened by communist take-overs and to support European democracy through granting economic aid to prevent communist support growing due to poverty and hardship.
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Chapter 1


Western policies in post-war Asia 1945–79
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This chapter deals with nature and implementation of Western Cold War policies in Asia in the period from 1945 to 1979. The main focus is on how the USA dealt with their fear of communism spreading in the area and how Asian states responded to this. Consideration is given to how and why US policies changed and how successful the USA was in achieving its policy aims. The main Asian states examined are China, Japan, Taiwan and Korea (North and South). There is also discussion of Britain’s role in Malaya. The chapter finishes with discussion of Russia’s interests in and attitudes towards Asia.


The chapter addresses a number of key questions.




•  How did the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences affect Asia?


•  What policies did the USA adopt for post-war Asia?


•  What was the concept of model states?


•  How successful was US policy in Asia from 1945 to 1950?


•  How successful was US policy towards China and Taiwan from 1949 to 1979?


•  Why did the USA’s and the USSR’s occupation lead to a divided Korea from 1945 to 1948?


•  How effectively did Britain deal with developments in Malaya from 1948 to 1960?


•  What influence did the Soviet Union have in China and Southeast Asia from 1945 to 1979?





This chapter will also explain how to understand the wording of a question and then how to plan a response to the question. It will focus on identifying the key words within the question and then explain how to ensure that you address the key demands of the actual question, rather than writing all you know about a topic.
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Timeline






	1945

	February

	Yalta Conference






	 

	August

	Potsdam Conference






	 

	 

	USA drops atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki






	1946

	February

	Kennan’s Long Telegram






	 

	June

	Resumption of Chinese Civil War






	1949

	August

	Russia tests its own atomic bomb






	 

	October

	Mao Zedong establishes the People’s Republic of China






	 

	 

	Truman announces Defensive Perimeter Strategy






	 

	 

	Huk rebellion in the Philippines (until 1954)






	1950

	February

	Mao Zedong and Stalin sign a friendship treaty






	 

	June

	Start of the Korean War






	1951

	September

	USA ends occupation of Japan






	1953

	July

	End of the Korean War






	1956

	February

	Sino-Soviet split






	1960

	July

	Emergency in Malaya ends






	1963

	September

	Federation of Malaysia established






	1972

	February

	Nixon visits China






	1979

	April

	USA recognises Taiwan as an independent state
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Overview


Towards the end of the Second World War, the allies held two conferences (Yalta and Potsdam) to discuss what they wanted to happen once hostilities ceased. With respect to Asia, the main focus was on the situation regarding Japan and how its invasion into other Asian states (especially China and Korea) had caused political instability in the region. Policies were soon drafted to deal with the disruption and destruction that had been caused.


US foreign policy on this area was based largely on ideas put forward by a senior American diplomat George Kennan, most notably in his famous ‘Long Telegram’. This document talked about the extent of the Soviet threat to both Europe and Asia. Kennan outlined the need for communism to be contained, otherwise it would spread and threaten the harmony and prosperity of the Western world. Containment was built on in Asia through the creation of model states (starting with the Philippines and then Japan) and a ‘defensive rim’ strategy. However, the defeat of Jiang Jieshi’s nationalist movement in China in 1949 by the communists under Mao Zendong and the establishment of the People’s Republic of China caused a rethink by the USA. A secret internal document called NSC-68, written in the same tone as Kennan’s Long Telegram, outlined the perceived escalating threat of communism. Unlike Kennan’s writings, the NSC-68 made a plea for a threefold increase in military spending that would signal the intent of the USA to deter and even roll-back communism around the world. This shift in US foreign policy signalled a more aggressive phase in the Cold War in Asia.


Allied countries other than the USA also faced post-war challenges in Asia that were not directly part of an emerging cold war. Britain was forced to help its territorial possessions in Malaya prepare for independence through the formation of a federation (Federation of Malaya, 1948). However, this opened a gateway for the rise of communism in the region. The threat of a communist takeover prompted the British to claim that a state of emergency had arisen. British troops were used to quell disturbances but it took until 1960 for total order to be restored. By 1963, full independence was given to the Malay people.


Events in the 1950s in Asia, other than in Malaya, were dominated by the USA withdrawing from its control over Japan (1951) but also by the Korean War (1950–53). The latter was the first example of the Cold War leading to armed conflict and resulted in considerable animosity between China and Russia, on the one hand, and the USA, United Nations and their allies, on the other. Korea remained divided (North and South) after the war and the conflict left relations between the major powers at a low ebb.


By the early 1970s, tensions in the region had started to lessen, especially between the USA and China. Diplomatic relations between the two had improved to the extent that, in 1972, President Nixon made a trip to China to discuss world affairs with the Chinese leader, Mao Zedong. This led to peaceful co-existence between the two countries that lasted to the end of the Cold War. A consequence of this was that the USA recognised Mao Zedong and the Communist Party as the official rulers of the Chinese state, at the expense of Taiwan. In 1979, Taiwan was officially deemed by the USA to be a totally independent state from mainland China. However, relations between China and Russia had deteriorated from the mid-1950s; this was to have implications for how the West and Russia conducted their business with each other for decades.
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How did the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences affect Asia?


Towards the end of the Second World War, the most pressing issue with respect to Asia for the Allied leaders was what to do about Japan. The Japanese proved very resistant enemies. The extent of their conquests was also worrying for the Allies. By early 1945, the Russians had still to commit to fighting in the Pacific region but pressure was placed on them to provide help in a final push to defeat Japan. As far as Asia was concerned, this was the main talking point at the Yalta Conference.
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What happened at Yalta?


The Yalta Conference took place in a Russian resort town (Yalta) in the Crimea from 4 to 11 February 1945. At Yalta, US President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin made important decisions about the progress of the war and what might happen once it finished. The Allied leaders came to Yalta knowing that an Allied victory in Europe was imminent, but were less convinced about whether the war in the Pacific was coming to a close. The USA and Britain had experienced how stubborn and determined the Japanese could be. It had taken from 1942 to 1945 for the Allies to gain control of the Pacific region and so were keen for Russia to support them in the Pacific in putting an end to the war there. For strategic and logistical reasons, Stalin had been reluctant to commit to the Pacific War, but at Yalta, Roosevelt and Churchill suggested conditions under which the Soviet Union might change its mind. In exchange for Stalin’s collaboration, the Soviet leader was offered jurisdiction over parts of Manchuria (once the Japanese had surrendered). The deal also included giving control to the Soviet Union of Sakhalin Island and the Kuril Islands, and a lease of Port Arthur. All of these concessions would allow Russia to have a major foothold in some of the most important strategic parts of Northeast Asia.





[image: ]




Stalin agreed to the conditions offered. The US and British leaders saw this as a major achievement, as it was evidence that the spirit of the wartime co-operation between them and Stalin could be carried over into the post-war era. However, the euphoria was short-lived. On 12 April 1945, Roosevelt died and was replaced by Harry S. Truman. The new president was far more wary of Stalin’s post-war intentions and disagreed with the Yalta agreement because it gave too much to the USSR. Truman thought that the handing over of such important territory in Asia to Stalin was an encouragement for him to expand communist influence in Asia more generally. Truman started to clash with Stalin over a number of issues, and the atmosphere at the next wartime conference in Potsdam was far more tense.
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Harry S. Truman (1884–1972)


Harry S. Truman was a US politician who served as the 33rd president of the USA (1945–53) after the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Truman was respected for having served in the First World War as an artillery officer in France. After the war, he rose in the political ranks and was vice president in 1944, eventually becoming president just as the Cold War was about to start. Truman is renowned for sanctioning the dropping of atomic bombs on Japan, which ended the Second World War in the Pacific. After the war finished, he quickly made his mark by establishing the Truman Doctrine (an outline of how communism could be contained), introducing the Marshall Plan and helping to establish NATO. He also took the USA into the Korean War but with mixed results. In general, Truman was a liberal-minded Democrat who was keen to improve the living and working conditions of all Americans. His ideas were continuously opposed by conservative elements in Congress and Truman, as a consequence, was forced to use the power of veto 180 times to get his policies adopted.
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Veto


Veto here means the president’s right to over rule decisions made in Congress if they attempted to obstruct his plans.
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Joseph Stalin (1879–1953)


Stalin was born in 1879 as Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili in Georgia. In 1899, he attended the Tbilisi Seminary (college for those training to be priests) but was soon expelled for his political views. By 1905, Stalin had started to represent local branches of the Bolshevik Party (Georgia and South Russia) at conferences and, in 1912, he was elected to the Central Committee of the Bolsheviks. His first period of exile occurred in 1913, but by 1917 he was back and started to form a friendship with Lenin. From 1917 to 1922, Stalin was the People’s Commissar for Nationalities and active as a commander during the Civil War. He was appointed as General Secretary of the Communist Party in 1922 before becoming involved in a dispute with Trotsky, Kamenev and Zinoviev over who was to lead Russia after Lenin’s death. Through skilful manipulation of individuals and factions, Stalin was able to control the Party Congress and subsequently expelled his main rivals from the party itself. He was, by 1928, effectively the leader of Russia. Stalin is usually associated with a level of repression that was unprecedented in Russian history. He is also credited with industrialising the Soviet Union and ensuring that his people were able to defeat Nazi Germany. He was determined that the USSR would be safe from subsequent invasions and so ensured that there were pro-Soviet regimes in eastern Europe.
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What happened at and immediately after Potsdam?


The Potsdam Conference took place in the north-German town in July 1945. Discussions focused on the long-term future of Germany (who had surrendered by this time) and the Polish issue. However, a week into the conference, Truman informed Stalin that the USA had developed ‘a new weapon of special destructive force’ without revealing that this was in fact the atomic bomb. Stalin almost definitely knew about this already as a result of Russian spies operating in the West, but managed to conceal his knowledge; he told Truman he was pleased to hear of the development and that he was sure the USA would make good use of it against the Japanese.


Before the conference ended, the USA and China penned a 13-point declaration which they submitted to the Japanese. Point 1 stated:




We call upon the government of Japan to proclaim now the unconditional surrender of all Japanese armed forces, and to provide proper and adequate assurances of their good faith in such action. The alternative for Japan is prompt and utter destruction.





When the Japanese failed to take notice of the declaration, the USA dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima (on 6 August) and Nagasaki (on 9 August). Meanwhile, Russia had planned to declare war on Japan and follow this with an invasion. Owing to suspicions about the planned US bombing campaign, Stalin delayed the declaration until the day of the Nagasaki bombing. At the same time, Russian forces had been sent into Manchuria. On 15 August, Japan expressed its intention to surrender and, on 2 September, the formal surrender took place. The longer-term implications for Asia of this series of events were the following:





•  A plan was needed to help Japan recover from the destruction it suffered otherwise, the West feared, the Japanese people might turn to communists for help.



•  Russia now had a foothold in the region north of China (Manchuria) and was also able to annex, as agreed at Yalta, Sakhalin Island.



•  Russia was also excluded from plans to occupy Japan, which again caused resentment.





Thus, it was clear that the ending of the war in the Pacific had caused chaos and confusion, and would require some careful policy selection by the USA and their allies for stability to be achieved.
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Activity


This section has focused on how two of the conferences towards the end of the Second World War planned for the future of Asia. Use the information in this section to help you support and challenge the following statement:


‘The Allied policies towards the future of Asia that were drawn up during the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences were dominated by US self-interests.’


In light of the evidence, how valid is the view in this statement? Explain your answer.
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What policies did the USA adopt for post-war Asia?


The USA adopted policies for post-war Asia based initially on the advice of the American diplomat, George Kennan. It started with the policy of containment, which, in turn, involved the creation of model states and a ‘Defensive Perimeter Strategy’ (see page 26 for more details). When this appeared to falter, the USA turned to a more aggressive approach based on rolling back communism in the region.
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George Kennan (1904–2005)


George Kennan was a US diplomat who, during the early-1930s, was based first in the legation in Riga, Latvia (south western Russia) before being moved to the US embassy in Moscow. During his early time in Russia he gained an in-depth knowledge and understanding of Soviet economic, social and political affairs.
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Kennan’s Long Telegram


After witnessing how ruthless Stalin had been in implementing his policies, George Kennan argued that the Soviet leader was not someone with whom the USA could co-operate. After moving away from Russia in the late 1930s to serve in other posts in the USA and Europe, Kennan returned to Moscow in 1944 to take up the role of deputy head of the US mission. It was from this moment that Kennan started to develop his ideas on containment. He believed that Truman and the allies of the USA were wrong to seek a post-wartime alliance with Stalin, as he could not be trusted. For Kennan, there were two reasons to be wary of the Soviet leader.





•  Stalin seemed to want to stir up opposition from the West to justify the severe measures he adopted in implementing his domestic policies. Kennan claimed that Stalin maintained his ideological stance as ‘justification for the Soviet Union’s instinctive fear of the outside world, for the dictatorship without which they did not know how to rule, for cruelties they did not dare not to inflict, for sacrifice they felt bound to demand…Today they cannot dispense with it. It is the fig leaf of their moral and intellectual respectability.’ In other words, Stalin was seen to ‘construct’ capitalist Western enemies so that he could continue to implement communism as a counter to this.



•  Kennan argued that Stalin also intended, as part of his counter to capitalism, to create a Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern Europe and parts of Asia.





By the end of 1944, Kennan was calling for ‘a thorough-going exploration of Soviet intentions’ but it took until early 1946 for his concerns to be taken seriously. At the beginning of 1946, the State Department ordered Kennan to research Stalin’s immediate post-war intentions. On 22 February 1946, Kennan responded by sending his findings in the form of an 8,000-word telegram (the Long Telegram) to the then Secretary of State, James Byrnes. Kennan used the opportunity of writing the telegram to compile his ideas about why Russia was a threat and how the USA should respond.



Why was the Long Telegram important?


There were two main reasons why the Long Telegram was important. First, the justifications given for needing to take action against Russia were convincing. Second, his recommendations were taken seriously by the US government and were used to form the core of its containment policy.


Justifications


Kennan claimed the following.





•  Stalin believed he was surrounded by capitalist enemies who, eventually, would have to be destroyed. This threat had to be contained.



•  Stalin also thought he had perceived weaknesses in these enemies that he could easily exploit. (For example, the US government reduced its conventional armed forces from about 12 million in 1945 to 1.4 million in 1947; Stalin would have been aware of this disarmament.)





These claims were written in a dramatic tone. In the telegram, Kennan stated that Russia was:




a political force committed fanatically to the belief that with the US there can be no permanent modus vivendi (coexistence), that it is desirable and necessary that the internal harmony of our society be disrupted, our traditional way of life be destroyed and the international authority of our state be broken.





The writing was clearly designed to provoke concern in the US leadership, which it did, although Kennan denied wanting to stoke Cold War tensions. In general, Kennan was happy for communism to stay in the Soviet Union but terrified that it would spread throughout the world ‘like a malignant parasite that feeds on a diseased tissue’. This simile hinted at the need to protect the most vulnerable nations in Eastern Europe and Asia from Soviet expansionism. In Asia, this was to include Korea, Indochina (Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia) and other smaller territories on the Pacific Rim.


Recommendations


With respect to the protection of Asia, Kennan suggested that the US should initially:





•  revise its strategy and tactics as they applied to the western Pacific (especially the Philippines and Japan) and ensure that these could be supported with appropriate resources



•  stimulate the economy of Japan



•  help establish political stability in Japan after the turmoil caused by Japan’s defeat in the Second World War



•  educate the US public about why it was important to defend parts of Asia



•  show how the US could be seen as a force for good by promoting democracy and world stability.





Once the recommendations were digested by the State Department, Kennan was recalled to Washington and asked to participate in the Marshall Plan, economic aid to Europe, part of a wider strategy that Truman supported, designed to deal with post-war reconstruction. The wider strategy prioritised keeping communism at bay in Europe, but it also embraced, through the concept of ‘model states’, a way of directing Asian nations towards capitalism and democracy.
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Activity


This section is about the policies the USA adopted towards Asia and the reasons for doing so. Complete the following table and answer the question below it. This will enable you to make a judgement about the relative importance of the motives behind the policies.






	Policy

	Reason






	 

	 






	 

	 






	 

	 







‘US policies towards Asia were based purely on the fear of communism spreading in the region.’ How far do you agree?


Explain your answer using material from your table.
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Liberal democracy


The US leaders believed that a constitutional democracy was the best form of government for all people. Rights of freedom of speech, movement, the right to vote for political parties, elected assemblies and guarantees against arbitrary and tyrannical government which did not respect the law. They saw this form of government as having triumphed over the right-wing dictatorships of Hitler and Mussolini and the Japanese empire. They saw communism as ‘un-American’, encouraging class hatred, political dictatorship and restricting key political and economic freedoms.


Philippine Islands


The islands were conquered by Spain in the 1560s and named after Philip II, the Spanish king. They were granted to the USA after the Spanish–American War of 1898. Filipino nationalists had opposed Spanish rule in the 1890s and also rebelled against the USA until their defeat in 1901. In 1916, the USA granted the Philippines a measure of self-government, though direct US rule was reimposed in the 1920s. Independence in 1945 was promised in 1932 and there was self-government under an elected president from 1935, though the USA controlled the armed forces and dominated trade. The Japanese conquered the Philippines in 1942 and set up a puppet republic. In 1944, US forces retook the islands which were then given independence in 1946.
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What was the concept of model states?


In the eyes of US leaders, model states were to be nations that could be persuaded and supported to model their economic, social and political institutions on those of the USA. In particular, it was expected that such states would adopt capitalism and liberal democracy as a way of raising living standards and ensuring freedoms to speak, to vote, etc. so that the people of these nations would not be tempted to turn to communism. It was a way of preventing communism spreading throughout the relatively poor colonies and countries of Asia; as other Asian states witnessed the benefits accrued by the initial model states, it was assumed that they would want to follow the same route.


Given the then recent past history between the USA and the Philippines, and the USA and Japan, it made sense to Truman to begin the model states process with these two countries. He saw that the Philippines, a US colony which had enjoyed a measure of self-government before the war, and Japan, which US forces occupied, could become ‘model states’ and show the virtues of democracy.


Why did the Philippines become a model state?


The status of model state was imposed on the Philippines for the following reasons.





•  Before 1935, US businesses had located on the islands to exploit the production, distribution and exchange of a variety of goods, including rice, tobacco, sugar, coconuts, rubber and timber. Thus, the Philippines were used to a US presence and the workings of the capitalist system.



•  However, peasant unrest over the widening gap between rich and poor led to the growth of an independence movement; in 1935, the Philippines was granted semi-independence. An agreement was struck that allowed the USA to establish and control, under the guidance of General Douglas MacArthur, a Philippines military force. This was indicative of the USA’s desire not to lose total control over an area that they believed was of great strategic importance in the Pacific region.



•  The Second World War was a setback for the USA with respect to its desire to maintain the Philippines as a trading base. Despite MacArthur’s expertise, the Philippine and US forces were unable to defend the islands against the advancing Japanese; in 1942, the Philippines surrendered and the US general was forced to flee. The USA vowed to return and regain their influence as soon as the Japanese could be defeated.



•  Japanese control of the Philippines inadvertently fuelled further efforts by Filopinos to gain full independence. Despite imposing martial law and ruling the islands with an iron fist, the Japanese experienced resistance not only from pro-US Filipino guerrillas forces but also from communist-inspired peasant guerrillas – the Huks. The Huks were so successful with their tactics that they managed to take over and control some of the large landed estates, abandoned by landlords, north of the capital, Manila. Although the Huks showed willingness to co-operate with the US military during the war, there was an indication that they would not tolerate direct control from the US government when the war ended. Hence, if the USA wanted to maintain influence over the islands, they first had to defeat Japan and then deal with the Huks’ demands.



•  Soon after the Second World War ended, the USA granted the Philippines full independence, hoping that this would reward wartime resistance and be popular enough that US efforts of support would still be welcome. Of course, it was the intention of US politicians to turn such help into a way of indirectly moulding the Philippines into a model state.





Independence was ratified on 4 July 1946. Almost immediately the US negotiated, with newly appointed President Manuel Roxas, a series of measures that would start the process of turning the Philippines into the desired model state. These were mainly of an economic nature but their imposition was opposed by the Huks. The Huks were also angry at Roxas’ promotion, as they believed he was corrupt and a puppet leader of the USA.
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General Douglas MacArthur (1880–1964)


MacArthur had a distinguished army career before retiring in 1937. He was recalled to duty after Pearl Harbour and took command of the US army in the Far East. He supervised the US occupation of Japan, where he won much praise, helping to turn Japan into a democracy and a prosperous state. However, MacArthur failed to deal with the Chinese intervention in the Korean War and his desire to attack China, even using atomic weapons, clashed with Truman’s policy of containment, and so he was dismissed.


Huks


The Huks (or Hukbalahap) were a group of communist-inspired peasant guerrilla fighters that originated from the rural areas of Central Luzon. They were successful in resisting the Japanese and by the end of the war were in control of most of the rural territories in the Philippines. In 1946, they challenged the legitimacy of the Philippine government but their rebellion was quashed, but resistance continued until 1954.
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Manuel Roxas (1892–1948)


Shortly after studying law at the University of the Philippines, Manuel Roxas became a provincial governor in 1916. He quickly climbed the political ranks so that by 1922 he had been elected to the Congress of the Philippines. Roxas was partly responsible for helping negotiate a transitional plan for the independence of the Philippines that ended in the Hare–Hawes–Cutting Act of 1931 (which granted the Philippines independence within ten years). He also made a name for himself as a secretary of finance and trusted adviser to President Quezon. In 1941, Roxas ran for the position of president himself and won. However, the Second World War disrupted his career; after the Japanese invasion of the Philippines Roxas was forced to serve in a wartime cabinet under the rule of a Japanese puppet leader, Jose Laurel. After the war, many Filipinos viewed Roxas as having been a collaborator and traitor.
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Why was Roxas hated by the Huks?


There were four main reasons why the Huks came to despise and eventually overthrow Roxas.





•  Although he had campaigned for independence from US control in the 1930s, Roxas was seen to have collaborated with the Japanese during their occupation in the Second World War. The Huks, understandably, viewed Roxas as a hypocrite, coward and traitor.



•  The election of Roxas in 1946 (with the backing of General MacArthur) was seen as unfair as only the elite in Filipino society were allowed to vote.



•  After Roxas gained power, he quickly negotiated a trade deal with the USA, which was to be enforced under the Bell Trade Act of 1946. This was an attempt by the USA to regain control of the economy of the Philippines; under the law, US producers were allowed to sell goods to the islands with relatively low import duties imposed, whereas production quotas (that is, limits on what could be produced) were imposed on Filipino goods that were likely to compete with US goods. Thus, US goods were artificially preferred to those made in the Philippines. Inevitably, markets in the Philippines were flooded with cheap US imports, which benefited US manufacturers and traders but was detrimental to ordinary Filipinos. The advantage of access to cheaper goods was soon eroded by rising inflation and unemployment, the latter caused by some Filipino businesses going bust. The Huks, as self-appointed representatives of the people, were incensed by this.



•  Roxas made matters worse for himself by using a newly established Philippines Military Police to implement wide-scale repression against dissidents. US leaders were happy to support this move, as it meant the Huks were likely to be less troublesome. However, for the Huks it was the last straw and, from 1949 to 1951, they carried out guerrilla warfare against the Roxas regime. This was crushed only by the use of US troops. The Huks were branded as communist agitators and their demise could be said to have marked the final creation of a Filipino model state.





How successful was the Philippines as a model state?


From the point of the view of the USA, the creation of the Philippines as a model state was a great economic and political success. The US economy benefited as the Philippines once more became an open market for US goods and a supplier of raw materials for the US military once it re-established a presence there. Politically, it was also of great benefit: the islands became an ally in the USA’s aim to protect the Pacific Rim of Southeast Asia (see the map on page 40) and a base from which US armed forces could be launched if trouble erupted in the region.


From the perspective of the Philippines, the impact was more mixed. Poorer Filipinos were helped, to an extent, by the provision of a form of Asian Marshall Aid. The USA spent over US$620 billion to improve the economic and social infrastructure of the Philippines (the money being invested in roads, bridges, housing, factories, hospitals and schools). The result was an increase in employment and living standards for the majority. However, the USA also supported a land improvement system that favoured wealthy individuals and reinstalled them to positions of political power. Also, the financial aid to the poor was soon undermined by the impact of the Bell Trade Act.


Overall, the model states policy in the Philippines could be seen as a genuine attempt to help a poor Asian country get back on its feet after the devastation caused by the Second World War. It was set up as an example of what might be achieved in other parts of Asia, especially Japan and South Korea. Conversely, the enterprise could be viewed as US imperialism in operation; the Philippines were deliberately set up to serve the interests of US business and also politicians who needed a convenient military base from which to launch the containment strategy in Asia.



Why did the USA help with the reconstruction of Japan?


The dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, causing over 210,000 fatalities, resulted in the Japanese emperor, against his code of honour, surrendering unconditionally to the USA on 2 September 1945. This placed the USA in a strong position to turn Japan into a model state. There were a number of specific motives for wanting to do this.





•  Before the war, the Japanese had expanded their empire and become an industrial powerhouse that threatened the prosperity of the West. The USA viewed the end of the war as an opportunity to exert control over the future development of the Japanese economy.



•  Despite the pre-war economic success of Japan, some US officials viewed the Japanese as uncivilised. General MacArthur, for example, claimed that:




In every sense of the word the Japanese are little people. Some claim there would have been no Pearl Harbor had the Japanese been three inches taller. Japan is a land of diminutive distances. Japanese houses are artistic but flimsy and cramped. The people, tiny in stature, seem to play at living. To a Westerner, they and their country possess the strange charm of toyland. Centuries of isolation have accentuated their restrictive outlook on life.





Such a bigoted, racist view was, of course born out of ignorance and a desire for revenge. Nevertheless, it was one that was fairly typical among the US elite and it helps explain why there was an eagerness to model Japan on US lines.



•  The Japanese economy, society and politics, similar to the Philippines, had been hugely disrupted by the Second World War. At the start of 1946, industrial production was just 30.7 per cent of the 1934–45 level. There was high unemployment, spiralling inflation, shortages of food, clothing and shelter, and an expanding black market. Subsequently, there was a huge increase in homeless and hungry people; from the perspective of US leaders, conditions were ripe to be exploited by communist agitators promising a better and brighter future for the Japanese. As with other parts of Asia, the fear of communism spreading was a main driver for the establishment of a model state.





The reconstruction of Japan started in the last days of August 1945, before the emperor officially surrendered. US troops arrived in Japan on 28 August 1945, quickly followed by the chief organiser, General MacArthur, acting under his new title of Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers (see page 18). MacArthur stated later in his memoirs that his objectives had been to:




First destroy military power. Punish war criminals. Build the structure of representative government. Modernize the constitution. Hold free elections. Enfranchise the women. Release political prisoners. Liberate the farmers. Establish a free and responsible press. Liberalize education. Decentralize the political power. Separate Church from state.
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Pearl Harbor 7 December 1941


During the first years of the Second World War, relations between the USA and Japan deteriorated rapidly. The USA had given aid to China to help them in their struggles against the Japanese. The Japanese retaliated by persuading France to allow them to use French Indochina for military bases. President Roosevelt demanded that the Japanese should withdraw and coupled this with the imposition of an oil embargo on Japan. A stalemate ensued but, under General Tojo, the Japanese became more belligerent towards the USA. On 7 December 1941, the Japanese launched an air attack against the main body of the US navy that was stationed at Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands. US losses were substantial: 350 aircraft and five battleships were destroyed; 3700 men were killed or badly injured. The consequences of the attack were twofold: the Japanese gained control of the Pacific region and Hitler was prompted to declare war on the USA, who had intended to maintain isolation from the conflict.
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This was highly ambitious, but MacArthur and his aides quickly got down to business. By April 1952, the US government was confident that MacArthur had achieved what he set out to do and therefore withdrew its occupying forces.



How did the reconstruction occur?


MacArthur appeared to implement his plan for reconstruction through a number of phases.


Phase 1: Retribution


MacArthur punished those deemed responsible in Japan for instigating a war with the USA by:





•  ordering the dismantling of the Japanese army and wholescale destruction of its weaponry



•  banning military officers from holding positions in a new Japanese government



•  putting on trial those considered to have carried out war crimes; the trials lasted from May 1946 to November 1948. Most were found guilty of committing atrocities and were either sent to prison or executed. However, a significant number were acquitted, giving the impression that the trials were not carried out as rigorously as they might have been.





The USA decided not to put the emperor on trial as this would have made administering Japan impossible. MacArthur believed the level of internal resistance to this would have been so high that it would have required a ‘million men’ to maintain order.


Phase 2: Political reforms


MacArthur and his officials started to carry out a series of political reforms once they were happy that the punishments they meted out were accepted. Elections of politicians who were pro-American occurred; in 1946 this resulted in Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida coming to power. The immediate years that followed witnessed some political stability, although there were still numerous further elections and a high turnover of senior ministers. However, it was Yoshida who encouraged a restructuring of the Japanese economy to bring it in line with the West. The elections went hand in hand with the drafting and implementation of a new constitution (1946–47). The constitution led to:





•  the Japanese agreeing to ‘forever renounce war … and the threat or use of force as a means of settling international disputes’



•  no land, sea or air forces being maintained



•  political prisoners being released



•  freedom of expression for different political groups including communists



•  plans for equal rights to be given to women (under the establishment of a civil code); in 1946 all women over the age of 20 were given the vote



•  freedom to worship; people could adopt religions other than the old ‘official’ Shinto belief system if they chose to



•  the emperor playing the role of a figurehead rather than a political decision maker.





These features were very much in line with those apparent in the US constitution. It was a good example of how the USA wanted Japan to be modelled on a US version of liberal democracy. However, this also required freedoms to be engendered through free market economic reforms which were inevitably of a capitalist nature.
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Shigeru Yoshida (1878–1967)


On 22 May 1946, Shigeru Yoshida was appointed as the 45th Japanese prime minister. Yoshoda was greatly influenced by Western values and beliefs and was the ideal person to lead Japan as far as the post-war allied occupiers were concerned. After further quick-fire elections and turnovers of prime ministers, on 15 October 1948, Yoshida was appointed the 48th prime minister and this time managed to hold the post for seven years. Under his guidance, the Japanese economy was rebuilt and a more liberal attitude towards society was introduced. This was characterised by the popular ‘3S’ policy to promote ‘sport, screen (television and cinema) and sex.’
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Phase 3: Economic reforms


The political reforms, based on the introduction of freedom and democracy, underpinned those in the economic domain. The main focus was on business organisation and land allocations.





•  The huge business conglomerates, known as the zaibatsu, were broken up. They included Mitsubishi, Mitsui, Sumitomo and Yasuda and their holding companies. Mitsubishi and Mitsui, for example, were divided up into 240 separate firms. The USA argued that the zaibatsu was essentially a monopolistic body that had resulted in restrictive practices, such as manipulating the supply of goods to keep prices unnecessarily high. In turn, it was thought this would worsen the plight of the Japanese people at a time when they were already suffering from the effects of the war.



•  At the end of the Second World War, over 70 per cent of Japanese farmers were tenants or sub-tenants. They were subject to high rents and a lack of support from landlords, many of whom were ‘absent’ from the areas in which they owned land. In the eyes of the USA there was little incentive for farmers to expand and innovate; they therefore supported the passing of the Farm Land Reform Act (October 1946) to deal with the issue. The absenteeism of landlords was prohibited, limits were placed on the amount a landlord could own and the government was empowered to purchase land from landowners to sell to former tenants. By the end of 1950, 4.75 million acres of rice and upland farms had been acquired from 2.34 million landowners and sold to 4.75 million tenant and small farmers.





The political and economic reforms were introduced quite smoothly, which encouraged the USA to return Japan to a state of independence.


Phase 4: Independence


The start of the Korean War (see pages 43–44) caused MacArthur to accelerate the move to give Japan full independence. He saw the war as the first signs that communism might take a foothold in Asia and spread. By keeping Japan under strict US control, it was thought that the Japanese people might become resentful and turn to alternative forms of rule, such as communism. There was already some evidence for this: in 1949 the Japanese Communists polled over 3 million votes in the general election and gained posts in government (although, by 1950, Yoshida had ‘removed’ them from these positions). There were also a series of strikes but these were dealt with through the arrests and imprisonment of leading agitators. Therefore, by early 1950, approval was given for a formal peace treaty to be drawn up. In September 1951, representatives of 48 nations from across the world met in San Francisco to sign a treaty (the San Francisco Peace Treaty) that stipulated the following.





•  Japan was granted full sovereignty.



•  Reparations were to continue through further negotiations.



•  Japan surrendered claims to Korea, which it had annexed in 1910, to the Kuril Islands and South Sakhalin, which it had gained in 1905, and the former German islands it had been given control over in the Treaty of Versailles in 1919.





On the same day, a separate security pact was signed between the USA and Japan. It allowed US troops to remain in Japan to protect it from external threats. In October 1951, the treaty was ratified by the Japanese Diet (parliament), despite opposition from some left-wing parties. It came into operation in April 1952 and ended a period of what the USA and many Japanese saw as truly revolutionary.



How revolutionary was the reconstruction of Japan?


The reconstruction of Japan appeared revolutionary in that a Western-style democratic political system had been introduced with its associated freedoms. This was quite different from the authoritarian and imperial form of rule that had come to exist in Japan by 1945. Economic structures also changed dramatically with the abandonment of the zaibatsu and the introduction of a free-trade market system. Socially, there were also noticeable changes that resulted from newly found freedoms: for example, young people started adopting US dress-codes and social habits such as chewing gum. On the surface, the Japan of 1952 was very different from that of 1945.


However, the Japanese were not totally comfortable with the imposed democratic system: many still revered figures of authority as is illustrated by the fact that MacArthur was referred to as ‘Your Excellency’. The reverence for centralised power also reappeared in economic affairs: after 1952 the old zaibatsu started to reunite although less rigidly and formalised than before. Finally, the adoption of US social norms and values were not completely accepted as many Japanese maintained old customs and fashions.


Overall, the USA was convinced that their Japanese reconstruction programme had brought about significant change and achieved the objectives set out by MacArthur. This meant that by 1952 Japan had become a pivotal part of Truman’s Defensive Perimeter Strategy. The relatively quick degree of success achieved with Japan also meant that the USA could give more time to dealing with other Cold War issues in Asia, most notably the geopolitical position of China.
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Japan up to 1945


By the 1920s, an extreme form of nationalism had taken a grip in Japan. This was partly in response to the Japanese people experiencing hardship as a result of the worldwide economic depression that they associated with modern western economic policy. The rise in nationalism was also linked to the government’s desire to improve Japan’s international standing but by the ‘self-strengthening of traditional Japanese values’ rather than maintaining those already adopted from the West. Nationalism inevitably became linked to militarism, which in turn was revealed in a number of incidents. In 1931, the Japanese army invaded the northern Chinese province of Manchuria and installed a puppet regime. A highly confident Japanese military then attempted a coup in 1932; although this failed, Prime Minister Inukai Tsuyoshi was killed by nationalist army officers and the military revealed that it held increasing influence over how the country was to be run. In 1936, Japan signed an alliance with Nazi Germany, signalling its admiration for another highly nationalistic and conservative political regime. Further indication of the strengthening of nationalist sentiment was given when, in 1937, Japan launched a war against the whole of China. Japanese forces captured Shanghai, Beijing and Nanjing committing atrocities, such as the ‘Rape of Nanjing’, in which up to 300,000 Chinese civilians were murdered. This signalled to the rest of the world that Japan was being run by a highly authoritarian regime that was determined to make Japan a world force to be reckoned with.
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Activity


This section is about the concept of model states and how effectively it was applied to the administration of the Philippines and Japan in the immediate post-war era. The activity is constructed so that you can reflect on the degree of success of the model states policy. Complete the table below and answer the question that follows.






	Country

	Successes as a model state

	Failures as a model state






	Philippines

	 

	 






	Japan

	 

	 







‘The US had more success implementing the model states policy in the Philippines than in Japan.’ How far do you agree?


Explain your answer using material from your table.
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How successful was US policy in Asia from 1945 to 1950?


What was the background to the rise of Jiang Jieshi?


In 1912, the last imperial dynasty in China (Qing) was overthrown by revolutionaries who proceeded to set up a republican government. However, a period of instability ensued as those who had seized power failed to agree on the way forward for China. This turmoil was exploited by regional warlords (independent military leaders who commanded armies to rule separate provinces in China), who attempted to maintain the independence of the territories over which they had jurisdiction. A member of the Chinese army and supporter of the Republic, Jiang Jieshi, mobilised troops to suppress the warlords and bring stability to China.
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