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FOREWORD


Archaeologists have discovered evidence of conflict going back ten 


thousand years or more. Unfortunately, we are all too aware of how 


much war continues to be a part of people's daily lives. 


Poetry has often been written at times of war, and it is, I believe, the 


medium best suited to deal with the onslaught of emotions that war 


brings forth. Poetry is also capable of harshly placing readers squarely in 


the shoes of another, whether that is the boots of a soldier or the bare 


feet of a fleeing family. It is because of this that I think poetry has the 


power to change things, to build our empathy until we all realise the 


never tired statement that, in war, there are no winners. 


joseph coelho
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It is my hope that through these poems you will see first hand the 


impact of wars and their futility both past and present. I hope that 


these poems will move you to a shared dream of a future where war is 


never seen as an option because through Homer you will remember the 


heartache of lost friendships, and through Dunbar the sacrifices made 


by communities, and through Yusuf the injustices that wars breed, and 


through Kerech the cultures that wars destroy. Naturally, there are 


difficult topics covered through these poems – war is, after all, a bloody 


affair that rips at the heart. But there is also bravery and resilience and 


inspiration in these verses. There are poems by children who found their 


voice through poetry, and poems of beauty written in confinement in the 


darkest of situations. The human spirit never fails to strive forward, never 


fails to shine, and you will see it at its most vivid within these pages.
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So often, talk of war leads to a feeling of hopelessness, but when I talk 


to young people, I am forever left hopeful. Each generation by definition 


does things differently, and rails against what has gone before. 
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