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Introduction



About the course


During this course you must study four studies:





•  A thematic study and historic environment



•  A period study



•  A British depth study



•  A modern depth study.





These studies are assessed through three examination papers:





•  For Paper 1 you have one hour and 15 minutes to answer questions on your chosen theme.



•  In Paper 2 you have one hour and 45 minutes to answer questions on a period study and a British depth study.



•  In Paper 3 you have one hour and 20 minutes to answer source questions on one modern depth study.





Period study (Paper 2)


There are five options in the period study unit. You have to study one. The five options are:





•  Spain and the ‘New World’, c.1490–1555



•  British America, 1713–83: empire and revolution



•  The American West, c.1836–c.1895



•  Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91



•  Conflict in the Middle East, c.1945–95.





About the book


The book is divided into three key topics.





•  Key topic 1 examines the birth of Israel, including the conflicting demands of Jews and Palestinians within the British Mandate in the years before 1945; the creation of Israel; the events and aftermath of the Arab–Israeli War of 1948–49; and the increasing tension between Israel and the Arab world in the years 1953–63.



•  Key topic 2 focuses on the escalating conflict in the Middle East in the years 1964–73. This includes the causes, events and results of the Six Day War; the problem of the Palestinian refugees; the use of terrorism, including the aeroplane hijacks of 1970; Black September and the Munich Olympics of 1972; and the causes, events and results of the Yom Kippur War of 1974.



•  Key topic 3 concentrates on attempts to find a solution in the Middle East in the years 1974–95, including the Camp David Accords of 1978 and the Treaty of Washington of 1979; the Palestinian issue, with Arafat’s speech at the UN in 1974; the invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the Palestinian Intifada; the impact of the Gulf War and the end of the Cold War in 1991; and the Oslo Accords of 1993 and Oslo II in 1995.





Each chapter in this book:





•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills



•  gives step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in Paper 2.



•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each key topic.






About Paper 2 Section A


Paper 2 Section A is a test of:





•  knowledge and understanding of the key developments in the Middle East, 1945–95



•  the ability to answer brief and extended-type questions.





You have to answer the following types of questions. Each requires you to demonstrate different historical skills:





•  Consequences – explain two consequences of a given development or event.



•  Write an account – analyse key developments in a given period.



•  Importance – explain the importance of a given development/event in the Middle East.





Below is a set of exam-style questions. You will be given step-by-step guidance in Chapters 1–9 on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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Paper 2


Section A: Conflict in the Middle East, 1945–95





1  Explain two consequences of the Suez Crisis of 1956.
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Question 1 is a consequence question – you have to explain two consequences of a given development or event.
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(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)





2  Write a narrative account analysing the main attempts to find a solution in the Middle East in the years 1988–93.
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Question 2 is a narrative analysis question. You have to write an account which analyses events or developments during a given period in Middle East history.
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You may use the following in your answer:





•  Arafat’s renunciation of terrorism, 1988



•  The Oslo Accords of 1993





You must also use information of your own.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)





3  Explain two of the following:
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Question 3 is an importance question. You are being asked to make a judgement on the importance of two different events/developments.
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    •  The importance of the end of the British Mandate for the creation of Israel.


    •  The importance of the use of terrorism in the years 1970–72 for developments in the Middle East.


    •  The importance of the Yom Kippur War, 1973, for developments in the Middle East.


(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)





Total for Section A = 32 marks
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KEY TOPIC 1 The birth of the state of Israel, 1945–63


This key topic examines the major developments during the British Mandate in the years 1919–45, including the conflicting interests and demands of Jews and Palestinians as well as the significance of the end of the British Mandate and the subsequent UN Partition Plan. In addition, the topic includes the key events of the Arab–Israeli War of 1948–49 and its aftermath, more especially the territorial changes which followed and Israel’s relations with Egypt. Finally, the topic examines the increased tension in the area in the years 1955–63, especially the importance of the Suez Crisis of 1956.


Each chapter within this key topic explains a key issue and examines important lines of enquiry as outlined in the boxes below.


There will also be guidance on how to answer the following question types:





•  the consequence question (page 18)



•  the narrative analysis question (page 34).
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CHAPTER 1 THE BRITISH WITHDRAWAL AND THE CREATION OF ISRAEL





•  Conflicting interests and demands of Jews and Palestinians within the British Mandate.



•  Key events leading to the end of the British Mandate, partition and the creation of Israel, including the significance of the bombing of the King David Hotel and UN Resolution 181.



•  Key events of the Arab–Israeli War, 1948–49.
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CHAPTER 2 AFTERMATH OF THE 1948–49 WAR





•  Territorial changes and their impact. The refugee status of Palestinian Arabs.



•  The creation of the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) and the Law of Return. US aid to Israel.



•  Israel’s relations with Egypt.
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CHAPTER 3 INCREASED TENSION, 1955–63





•  Nasser and Egypt’s leadership of the Arab world.



•  The events and significance of Israeli attacks on Gaza in 1955 and Sinai in 1956.



•  The events and significance of the Suez Crisis, including the formation of the United Arab Republic (UAR) in 1958.
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TIMELINE 1945–63






	1913

	First Arab National Congress






	1917

	The Balfour Declaration






	1920

	British given mandate for Palestine






	
1936–39  

	The Arab revolt






	1937

	The Peel Commission






	1946

	Bombing of the King David Hotel






	1947

	Britain ends the mandate
UN Partition Plan for Palestine






	1948

	Ben-Gurion proclaims the independence of Israel






	1948–49

	The first Arab–Israeli War
Formation of the Israeli Defence Forces






	1950

	The Law of Return






	1952

	Revolution in Egypt






	1954

	Nasser becomes President of Egypt






	1955

	Operation Black Arrow






	1956

	The Sinai Campaign
The Suez Crisis






	1958–61

	The United Arab Republic
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1 The British withdrawal and the creation of Israel
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British control of the Middle East, which began with the League of Nations Mandate of 1920, gave Britain the problem of governing Palestine which was seen as the natural homeland for the Jews. Jewish immigration in the 1920s and 1930s brought conflict with the native Arabs, which culminated in Arab and Jewish terrorism against British rule in the years immediately after the Second World War. This, in turn, led to the British decision to withdraw from Palestine in 1947 and the UN partition plan. This partition plan sought to declare the creation of the state of Israel, and brought about the first Arab–Israeli War as furious neighbouring Arab states invaded Israel.
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1.1 The Palestine problem


The problem of Palestine dates back thousands of years and involves the rival claims of Jews and Arabs to the area.


The Jews and Palestine


The Jews were driven out of Palestine by the Romans after two revolts in AD70 and AD135. Jews were forbidden to live in Palestine and had to settle wherever they could. Often they were persecuted and were forced to wander from country to country. Hatred of the Jews, or anti-Semitism, was due to a variety of reasons. They were seen as ‘Christ killers’, as an elite group who considered themselves to be the ‘Chosen People’ and as wicked moneylenders. By the end of the nineteenth century, anti-Semitism was commonplace in Europe. It has been estimated that 3 million Jews fled eastern Europe before 1914 in order to escape persecution.


The Arabs and Palestine


In the early Middle Ages, the Arabs controlled a huge empire covering the Middle East, north Africa and south-western Europe. Like most empires, it gradually fell into decline. By the sixteenth century, the Arabs were eventually absorbed into the Turkish Empire, also known as the Ottoman Empire (see Figure 1.1). Many Arabs wanted independence from the Turks and, in 1913, the First Arab National Congress was held. The following year, the Arab Nationalist Manifesto was published, which put forward the idea of Arab independence.


By 1914, the Jews and Arabs had formed two rival groups in Palestine, with each beginning to view Palestine as their homeland. There were even fights between the two groups where the Jews had established their own farming settlements, known as kibbutzim (or kibbutz in the singular), in areas where many Arabs were living.
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Figure 1.1 The Turkish Empire, 1174–1914






The impact of the First World War


When the Turkish Empire joined the Central Powers (Germany and Austria-Hungary) in the First World War in April 1915, it threatened Britain’s communications with India via the Suez Canal. The conquest of the Middle East, including Palestine, was essential to protecting British interests in the Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf. Supported by France, Britain made promises of independence to the Arabs of the Middle East in return for their support against the Turks.


The Arabs accepted Britain’s promises and raised an army to fight against the Turks. By 1918, the Arab and British forces had defeated the Turks. It seemed that the Arabs would achieve independence.


However, in 1916, in a secret agreement that Britain signed with France, the two countries agreed to partition the Turkish Empire. Details of the agreement were eventually made public and the Arabs were furious at the way Britain had behaved.


The Balfour Declaration, 1917


Britain also wanted to win over Jewish support for the war effort, and a leading British politician, Arthur Balfour, was sympathetic to the Zionist cause. This resulted in the Balfour Declaration of November 1917 (see Source A) – a letter from the British Foreign Secretary Arthur James Balfour to Baron Rothschild, who was the leader of the Jews living in Britain.
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ZIONIST MOVEMENT


This was a Jewish nationalist movement which emerged in the late nineteenth century in central and eastern Europe. It supported the setting up of a Jewish state in the territory defined as the historic Land of Israel (also referred to as Palestine or the Holy Land). The main aim of Zionism, until 1948, was the creation of the state of Israel.
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Source A The Balfour Declaration, 1917


His Majesty’s government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.
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Britain was now following three conflicting policies:





•  promising the Arabs’ independence once the Turks had been defeated



•  supporting the idea of a Jewish homeland in the Middle East



•  agreeing with France to partition the Turkish Empire.
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ACTIVITIES





1  What can you learn from Source A about British policy in the Middle East?



2  What was the Zionist movement?
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Practice question


Explain the importance of the First World War for developments in the Middle East. (For guidance, see page 65.)
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1.2 The British Mandate, 1920–45


The Treaty of Sèvres in 1920 subdivided the former Turkish territories between Britain and France to be governed as League of Nations ‘mandates’, with Palestine, Transjordan and Iraq going to Britain (see Figure 1.2). Britain now had to rule Palestine, which was seen by the Jews as their natural homeland but also by the Palestinian Arabs as their home.


Jewish immigration


After 1918, there was considerable immigration to Palestine by the Jews. This was for a number of reasons:





•  Many were encouraged by the Balfour Declaration of 1917.



•  They hoped for a better life in Palestine.



•  Many Jews, especially from eastern Europe and Russia, could no longer emigrate to the USA, which had restricted immigration in the years after the First World War.



•  Hitler’s rise to power in Germany meant that many Jews wanted to escape Nazi persecution in the late 1930s.





In the years 1919–39 an estimated 360,000 Jews emigrated to Palestine and, by 1939, they made up one-third of the population (see Figure 1.3). Many Jews set up communal farms known as kibbutzim. Moreover, a militia force, the Haganah, was formed to protect Jewish settlements.
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ACTIVITY


What can you learn from Figure 1.3 about the effects of Jewish immigration to Palestine?
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Figure 1.2 The British Mandate





Violent clashes


Jewish immigration produced tensions between the Jewish settlers and the Palestinian Arab population and this led to clashes. The Arabs felt that the Jews were concentrating settlements in specific places, crowding out Arabs in those areas. There were numerous confrontations between Arabs and Jews in the years 1920–39. In May 1921, there were violent clashes at the port of Jaffa, with the fighting leaving 200 Jews dead and 120 wounded. There were renewed outbreaks of rioting in 1929, when 133 Jews and 116 Arabs were killed.


British policies


Increasing Jewish immigration made Britain’s task in trying to govern Palestine much more difficult (there were 20,000 British troops in Palestine by 1939) and led to contradictory British policies:





•  Some policies seemed more sympathetic to the Jews. For example, defence was provided for Jewish settlers against resisting Arabs and Britain even helped train Jewish militia squads such as the Haganah. Furthermore, Britain often imposed harsh treatment on the Arabs, including fines, the destruction of houses and even torture.



•  However, Britain also brought in policies to support the Arabs. For example, immigration controls on Jews were imposed from 1936 which reduced the number entering Palestine from 60,000 in 1935 to 11,000 in 1938.
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Figure 1.3 Jewish and Arab populations of Palestine, 1919–47






The Arab revolt, 1936–39


A general strike by Arabs from April to October 1936 arose as a result of growing Arab concern about high levels of Jewish immigration. In addition, Britain was seen by the Arabs as favouring the Jews and doing little to prevent immigration or growing Jewish settlement. This led to clashes between the Arabs and the British, and between Jews and Arabs, which became increasingly violent over time.


The revolt led to the death of hundreds of Arabs and Jews and dozens of British soldiers and police. Britain began to seriously question its position in Palestine and drew up plans to prepare for a form of self-government for both Jews and Arabs in Palestine.


The Peel Commission


The Arab revolt made Britain look for a solution to the Palestine question. The Peel Commission of 1937 proposed that the Jews and Arabs should be allowed to rule themselves in Palestine (see Source B). This was accepted by the Jews but rejected by the Arabs. Two years later, the MacDonald Report suggested a shared government and restricted Jewish immigration. Not surprisingly, this was rejected by the Jews.
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Source B An extract from the recommendations of the Peel Commission, 1937


We think it improbable that either party will be satisfied at first sight with the proposals we have submitted for the adjustment of their rival claims. For Partition means that neither will get all it wants. It means that the Arabs must acquiesce in the exclusion from their sovereignty of a piece of territory, long occupied and once ruled by them. It means that the Jews must be content with less than the Land of Israel they once ruled and have hoped to rule again.
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ACTIVITIES





1  What does Source B suggest about the Peel Commission?



2  Working in pairs, justify British policies towards Palestine during the First World War and in the years 1920–39:







    •  One of you defend policies towards the Jews.


    •  The other defend policies towards the Arabs.








3  Using a flow chart, summarise the main developments in Palestine in the years 1914–45.
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Practice questions





1  Explain the importance of Jewish immigration for developments in Palestine in the years 1918–39. (For guidance, see page 65.)



2  Write a narrative account analysing the key events in the Middle East in the years 1917–39.
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You may use the following in your answer:





•  The Balfour Declaration



•  Jewish immigration





You must also use information of your own.
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(For guidance, see page 34.)
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1.3 The end of the British Mandate


In 1947, Britain decided to pull out of Palestine due to developments during and immediately after the Second World War. This, in turn, led to a UN partition plan for the area and the creation of Israel.


The Second World War


The Second World War brought about significant changes to the situation in Palestine. When war broke out in September 1939, there were few Jews who did not support Britain in their fight against Germany. However, there were also extreme Zionists who felt that the decision to partition Palestine and restrict Jewish immigration should be opposed. During the war there emerged extreme groups such as Irgun and the Stern Gang, also known as Lehi.


As the war went on, the Stern Gang committed various acts of terrorism, and even attempted to assassinate the British High Commissioner in Palestine. The activities of Irgun and the Stern Gang became increasingly serious during 1944–45. Bridges and roads were destroyed, British soldiers were killed and there were high casualties among the local police force.


The end of the war


Although Britain emerged victorious, the Second World War left it economically and financially bankrupt. Clement Attlee, the prime minister of a Labour government elected in 1945, was determined to reduce its worldwide territorial and military commitments, especially in the Middle East. Moreover, the war left Britain heavily dependent on the support of the USA where, because of a large and powerful Jewish community, there was increasing support for the idea of a Jewish state in the Middle East.
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