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Western Arrarnta Pronunciation 



Western Arrarnta is spoken in parts of the Northern Territory by the Western Arrarnta 


People. There are some sounds in Western Arrarnta that do not exist in English, but this 


guide will give you a little bit of an idea as to how to say these words.  


Say 



Imanka nurna laakinha nitjaarta a bit like this: I-mun-ku noo-rnu laa-ki-nhu ni-chaa-rtu



Say


 Nunga a bit like this Noo-nga



Say


 Iwupathaka (Jay Creek) a bit like this: i-woo-pu-thu-ku



Say


 Ntaria (Hermannsburg) a bit like this: n-tu-ree-u



Say


 Urrapinya (Tempe Downs) a bit like this: or-rru-pi-nyu



Say


 Mperntwe (Alice Springs) a bit like this: m-purn-too-u



Nearly every Western Arrarnta word has a as the last letter sound. This a is the same 


sound as u as in the English word hut. 


The aa is the same sound as are in English. The i is the same i sound as in the English  


word bit.


The u is the same sound as u in the English word put. 


Ng is the same sound in the English word sing.



The e is the same sound as e in the English word every.


Here are some more words used in Nunga’s book, you can listen to her speaking these 


words by scanning the QR code below.


Say thepa (birds) a bit like this: thay-pu



Say 



itua (bush turkeys) a bit like this: i-do-u



Say 



enarlanga (echidnas) a bit like this: e-nu-rlu-ngu



Say 



ilia (emus) a bit like this: i-lee-u



Say 



ntatha (flowers) a bit like this: n-ter-thu



Say 



lyurra (grandmother) a bit like this: lyor-rru



Say 



nantha (horses) a bit like this: nun-thu



Say 



ramia (sand goannas) a bit like this: ri-me-u



Say 



irna (trees) a bit like this: ee-rnu.


Scan this QR code


to hear Nunga say


these Western Arrarnta words.
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