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Brittlestar, also known as Stewart Reynolds, is a social media personality and self-proclaimed expert in making people laugh at life’s absurdities. He is categorically opposed to fascism (a bold stance, he knows) and has seen Raiders of the Lost Ark all the way to the end more times than is socially acceptable to mention. When not creating content, he’s likely pondering why people think sarcasm is a personality flaw. Follow @brittlestar for humor, wisdom, and the occasional reminder to watch out for rolling boulders—both literal and metaphorical.
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Chapter One


Stay Nimble and Unpredictable
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Cats never let anyone know where they’ll be next, and neither should you.


Fascism thrives on predictability; confuse it by unexpectedly launching onto the back side of a chair, then rappelling down the curtains.


Cats are masters of unpredictability.


One minute they’re curled up on the couch, radiating serenity, and the next they’re perched on top of your fridge, judging you for your life choices.


You’ve made terrible choices and cats know it.


Surely you can turn the tables and attempt to apply some judgment on them?


No, you can’t, you idiot. Another terrible choice.


Their secret? They never let you know their next move. It’s a strategy we can all use—especially against fascists, who, let’s face it, aren’t exactly the brightest bulbs in the Mar-a-Lago chandelier.


Fascists thrive on predictability because their entire system is built on the illusion of control. They like to imagine themselves as chess masters, but in reality, they’re more like toddlers playing checkers, eating more pieces than they move and insisting the rules change whenever they’re losing.


Their big weakness? They can’t handle surprises. Nothing derails a fascist faster than something that isn’t in the Project 1D10T handbook.


So, be like the cat.


Leap wildly from the couch to the bookshelf—not because it makes sense, but because it doesn’t. Fascists hate that. They’ll stand there, red- faced and sputtering, going, “Wait, why are they on the bookshelf? No one’s supposed to be on the bookshelf!”


Their entire strategy is based on assumptions, and when those assumptions don’t pan out, they’re left scratching their heads like they just tried to use “MAGA” as today’s Wordle guess and can’t figure out why the Enter button doesn’t seem to work.


And it doesn’t take much to throw them off. Start a pottery class. Host a 3 a.m. ukulele jam session. Show up to their rally dressed as a lobster, handing out pamphlets titled Fascism: Not Even Once. They’ll be too busy trying to decode your motives to remember what they were even trying to control in the first place.


Fascists, bless their black little hearts, also aren’t great at nuance.


They think in straight lines and clear categories, which is why they can’t handle anything outside the box—or inside it, if you’re a cat. By simply refusing to behave predictably, you’re sending them into a meltdown. “Wait, they were supposed to be in the park protesting! Why are they painting murals of tap-dancing penguins on abandoned warehouses? Is this . . . resistance?”
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