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    This Early Reader eBook is best viewed in portrait and serif font in the default size provided.
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  For my father. With love and thanks for all the acrobatic planes, burning balloons and flyaway kites!
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  One day Miranda won first prize in a painting competition. The prize was a ride in a balloon and she was going to be on television.
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  Miranda climbed into the basket under the balloon.
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  The cameras rolled and she waved to the cheering crowds. This was fun!
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  But then there was a sudden gust of wind, the rope snapped – and the balloon sailed away with Miranda in it, all by herself! The wind carried her up into the stormy sky and out of

  sight.
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  The balloon flew over cold rocky islands and hot volcanoes.
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