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Mariella Mystery: That’s me! Need a mystery solving? As possibly the best detective around (who is aged nine and bit), get in touch with . . . you’ve guessed it . . . ME! 


WARNING: This diary contains top secret and ultra-mysterious information for Mystery Girl eyes only.
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Mystery Note: Can’t find the toffee- flavoured yoghurt I was saving for my lunch. I suspect Arthur has eaten it. Could also have been Dad. One of them will crumble under questioning.


Mystery Note: Can’t find the toffee- flavoured yoghurt I was saving for my lunch. I suspect Arthur has eaten it. Could also have been Dad. One of them will crumble under questioning.
 
  







	  		














Monday 


16th March


Monday 
16th March






	  		
































9:00am


Puddleford Primary, Miss Crumble’s Classroom 


Today we get to see the famously cursed Pampered Poodle of Puddleford. Curses are totally mysterious, so the Mystery Girls are investigating the poodle for our Museum Mayhem project.


Museum Mayhem Project Notes


Puddleford Museum: Celebrating being one hundred years old. (Totally ancient.) They’re hosting the Museum Mayhem sleepover for  our school on Saturday night! (This afternoon, our whole school is going on a research trip to the museum to help us prepare for Saturday.)
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The Challenge:


To do a presentation about something from the museum’s collection. The team that does the best one will win a totally brilliant prize – their work will be printed in the Northern Star, a really big famous newspaper. Poppy says if we win, this could really launch our detective careers. 


The TargeT: Pampered Poodle of Puddleford (Real name: Misty) 


Stuffed poodle that was once the much-loved pet of famous explorer Lady Penelope Amethyst Winkleton. After some creepy stuff happened with the poodle (more on that later), it was rumoured that anyone who heard Misty’s bark would experience bad luck soon after.
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The Team: The Mystery Girls


Name: Poppy Holmes 


Role: Presentation  Perfector


Really good at performing  in front of people (she’s  a champion synchronised  swimmer). Says we’ve  got the best chance of  having the most exciting  presentation because we’ve  picked a cursed poodle to research. 


Name: Violet Maple 


Role: Fact or Fiction  Officer


Violet says that we  will only win if our  presentation is based  on facts and we  can’t get carried away  thinking curses actually  exist because most are  just made up. (I think she’s a bit scared.)
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Name: Mariella Mystery


Role: Fantastic Fact-Finder


I’ve had lots of practice  fact-finding during investigations.  It’s totally going to help us win.


Beware of Mystery Girl Impersonator: Arthur Mystery (AKA Annoying LITTLE Brother) 


Arthur is researching the Pampered Poodle’s Dog’s Eye Diamond collar. I know he’s only picked it so he can follow us around pretending he is a Mystery Girl. He never will be, though. Mostly because he does embarrassing stuff. Like making a rubbish cardboard diamond necklace he’s going to wear for the school trip. 
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The poodle is part of:
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WHAT WE KNOW:


Who was Lady Winkleton?


Penelope Winkleton lived in  Puddleford one hundred  years ago and was famous  for going on crazy round-the- world expeditions. She founded  Puddleford Museum and  filled it with fascinating  objects from her travels. 
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A Mysterious Stranger:


Lady Winkleton often told the story of  how she got her poodle from a mysterious stranger. The stranger said she could have the dog on one condition –  that she MUST remain forever devoted to it or terrible things  would follow. Lady W couldn’t imagine not being devoted  to such a gorgeous  dog, so she agreed.  


Misty:


When Misty died of old age, Lady Winkleton had  her pet stuffed, and kept her  in her drawing room so she  could remember her forever.  To avoid being damaged,  the newly-stuffed Misty was left at home when Lady W went on her next expedition. 


That’s when the bad luck started.
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Bad Luck at Winkleton Manor:


Marybelle Wimple, Lady W’s maid: After knocking Misty over while dusting, she heard a bark and one of the paintings fell off the walls. 


Soon after, Marybelle was infested with a terrible case of fleas, fleas that could only have come from a dog. This was totally weird because there hadn’t been any living dogs in the house for weeks, only a stuffed one! Marybelle was convinced  Misty had cursed her.


Gerald Smythe, Head Butler:  Bumped into Misty and heard  a bark. Later that day, he  tripped over a dog’s bone  and fell down a staircase.  Nobody could explain how  the bone came to be there.  Misty’s possessions had been  tidied away weeks before.


(For even more WEIRD bad  luck stories from Winkleton Manor,  see this shocking library book.)
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The BAD LUCK gets worse!


A few days into her last  expedition, the terrible news  arrived that Lady Winkleton  had been eaten by a tiger.  Definite bad luck alert! 


Misty Today


Lady W left all her possessions and fortune to the museum. The museum didn’t want a cursed dog so the poodle has been on loan  to other museums, until now. But the story of the curse has never gone away. Dad (top journalist at the Puddleford Gazette) says there have been loads of strange reports  of bad luck in museums where the  poodle has been displayed.  


QUESTION: Could a stuffed poodle  really be to blame for all these incidents  of bad luck? 


Note: I know it’s probably just a made-up story but it will be TOTALLY amazing if there is a curse and the Mystery Girls manage to prove it after a hundred years!
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The Young Super Sleuth’s Handbook
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RARE MYSTERIES: CURSES


Many people believe that stories of curses bringing bad luck and misfortune are superstitious nonsense. But for those involved, a curse can be troublesome, dangerous, and even deadly. Even though curses are rare, it’s important to know how to recognise the signs of a curse mystery.
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1.	Somebody curses a person or an object. The type of people who usually make curses include:
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A: Ancient Egyptians
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C: Those involved with witchcraft
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B: Those desperate for bad things to happen to somebody else.
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2.	Some unusually bad and mysterious bad luck happens to the curse victim.
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Detective’s Dictionary: Curse Words


Superstition: This is when people believe there  may be supernatural forces at work. Superstitious  people are more likely to believe in curses and get hysterical without checking the facts first.


Coincidence: When bad luck happens, ask ‘Was this just  a coincidence? Or could it be curse related?’ 
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Bird poo: A bird pooing on your head is a lucky sign


Bird poo: A bird pooing on your head is a lucky sign









If you accidentally become cursed, don’t panic! You could use your experience to prove whether curses are real or just made up! If it’s safe to do so write in and tell us about your experiences
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10:10am


Puddleford Primary, Miss Crumble’s Classroom


The school bus won’t be here for another hour, so we’ve been putting the finishing touches to our poodle surveillance plan – Operation Woof. Or at least, me and Violet have. Poppy has been trying to find out what the other groups are working on. She says we need to stay ahead of the competition. 


“If we’re going to investigate whether the poodle causes bad luck, we need to try and record it barking – so we’ve got proof,” I said. “The poodle is supposed to bark when it’s insulted or bumped into, so what about calling it a stinky poodle?”
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“I’m positive that the curse stories aren’t true,” said Violet. (She didn’t look positive.) “But what  if we actually do get cursed by the poodle?” 


Violet worries too much. The Young Super Sleuth’s Handbook says calculated risks* are  fine, and if we do get cursed, well, that could  be really good for our research! 


Just then, Poppy stormed back to our table.  “I overheard Jane and Alice from Year Six in  the girls’ toilets,” she said. “They’re planning to sing a song about Lady Winkleton’s collection  of stuffed tortoises. Can you believe it? I think  we might need to do a dance routine or we  won’t stand a chance.” 
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