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				The original bad boy of booze since the early 1950s, vodka has become the notorious weapon of choice of the super-chilled, from Tony Stark to James Bond, The Dude to Mick Jagger, Kim Kardashian to Madonna. Yes, this firestarter is set to go supernova again in the next few years if its stellar resurgence post-pandemic is anything to go by. Though, to be fair, it never really went anywhere. 

				For more than seven decades, vodka consistently outstripped all other spirits in sales, becoming the key ingredient in the world’s most popular cocktails, and yet rarely was it elevated to the same position on pedestals as other alcoholic beverages who have, recently, found incredible fame and fortune and got a little too big for their boots. (Yeah, I’m looking at you, gin! You’re just juniper-posh vodka. Remember that!)

				Today, vodka is a legit top-shelf spirit that can be both sipped, shot, chased, nursed and binged, 
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				no longer the crude oil of the spirit world. Finally, spirit brands have woken to the idea that vodka, too, is worthy of “premium”-level gentrification, beloved by upmarket craft artisans, small-batch boutique vodkateers and hipster tastemakers, for the first time in its thousand-year-history. All while remaining pretty good as a carpet cleaner too, should you spill your red wine (after drinking too many vodkas).

				So, let’s raise a toast to this perfect drinking companion and celebrate the world’s dirtiest spirit (by reputation) and its purest (by taste). With a wealth of fantastic flavours, glorious gimmicks, celebrity ambassadors and owners, and an enviable history, this tiny tome will take your tastebuds on a wild ride through stats, facts, quotes, notes, wit and tips. So, get your bottoms up, it’s time to raise a toast to our fiendish friend – vodka! 

				Nostrovia!
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				TOP SHELF

				Since its earliest origins more than a millennia ago, vodka has been knocked back, slammed down, thrown up and kicked out more times than any sober person can count. But it always bounced back from the ropes. Nothing can dampen the spirits of this fun-time Frankie. Where would we be without vodka? Nowhere fun, that’s for sure…
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				TOP SHELF
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				The increase in worldwide sales in per cent of Ukrainian vodka, following the February 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine. If you want to get your hand on a bottle, try Khortytsa De Luxe.
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				similia similibus curantur (like cures like) 

				The Latin precursor to “Hair of the dog” that dates to the time of Hippocrates, 2,500 years ago.
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				Take a shot of vodka and hope for the best.

				Nathan Lane
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				I no longer know if I wish to drown myself in love, vodka or the sea.

				Franz Kafka
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				The number of kilograms of wheat to make a bottle of 750ml vodka. That’s about the same weight as a human brain, or four 1 lb bags of sugar.
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				110

				The amount, in billions of litres, of ethanol produced globally in 2021. Sugar cane and corn are the main feedstocks.
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				The best thing about vodka is that you don’t have to wait ages for it to mature in barrels or bottles. It’s best enjoyed immediately! 
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				I believe that if life gives you lemons, you should make lemonade... And try to find somebody whose life has given them vodka and have a party.

				Ron White
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				There’s no absolutes in life – only vodka.

				Mick Jagger
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				Gin is nothing more than vodka infused with juniper berries.
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