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PART I : A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT














CHAPTER 1


The author gives some account of himself and
his desire to travel. He is shipwrecked and arrives on
shore in the country of Lilliput.
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I was raised on a small country estate in England. After my studies, I worked under a surgeon in London and set to learning what I could of navigation and mathematics.


It would not do to trouble the reader with all the details of my youth. It is enough to know that my plan was to travel, and at the age of twenty-two, I left for sea. After three and a half years, I returned to London and married Mrs. Mary Burton. I planned to settle down then, but my greatest voyages, it seemed, still lay ahead of me.


I accepted an offer to serve upon the Antelope, which was making a voyage to the South Seas. We were in passage to the East Indies when a violent storm struck the ship. Twelve of our crew died and the rest were in very weak condition when the wind drove us upon a large rock, splitting the ship.


I swam, as fate intended, and by that evening I reached shore. I lay down on the grass, which was very short and soft, and there I slept more soundly than I ever had in my life.


It was just daylight when I awoke. I tried to stand but found that I was unable to move. I was lying on my back with my arms and legs strongly tied to the ground. I felt several slender ropes binding me from my armpits to my thighs. The sun grew hot and the light began to blind me. I could make out a confused noise about me, but could see nothing but the sky.


In a little while, I felt something moving on my left leg. It walked gently forward over my breast and almost up to my chin. Bending my head as much as I could, I saw that it was a human creature, not six inches high, with a bow and arrow in his hand and a quiver on his back. I felt several more of these creatures following the path of the first. I was shocked and roared so loud that the creatures all ran back in fright. Some of them, I was told later, were hurt by their falls.
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However, they soon returned. One of them, who ventured so far as to get in full sight of my face, cried out in a shrill but distinct voice: Hekinah Degul!


The others repeated those words several times, but I knew not what they meant. I managed to break the strings that fastened my left arm to the ground and loosen the strings that tied down my hair. I could now turn my head about two inches. There was a great shout in a very shrill accent and I heard one of them cry aloud: Tolgo Phonac!


An instant later, I felt a hundred arrows shot into my left hand. The arrows pricked me like needles. The men shot another round of arrows into the air, many of which fell on my body (though I felt them not) and some on my face, which I covered with my free hand.


I decided it was best to lie still. My plan was to stay that way until night when, my left hand already being loose, I could easily free myself. As for the inhabitants, I had reason to believe I might be a match for the greatest armies they could bring against me, if they were all of the same size as those I had already seen.


But fortune had other plans for me. The arrows stopped coming. I listened and, by the increasing noise, knew that their numbers were greater. Just above my right ear, I heard a great knocking that lasted about an hour. Turning my head that way, I saw a stage being built about a foot and a half from the ground. It was capable of holding four of the inhabitants, with two or three ladders to mount it.


The strings that fastened the left side of my head were cut, allowing me to turn my head and see the stage fully. From this stage, one of the creatures made a long speech that I couldn’t understand. The speaker was only slightly taller than my middle finger


I answered him in a few words. Being almost starved, I couldn’t help putting my finger to my mouth to show that I wanted food. The speaker descended from the stage and commanded that several ladders be applied to my sides. From there, a hundred or so of the inhabitants climbed up and walked toward my mouth carrying baskets of meat and bread. I ate them, by two or three baskets at a mouthful. They supplied me as fast as they could, showing great wonder at my appetite. Afterward, they filled one of their largest canteens with water—holding no more than half a pint—and rolled it toward my hand. I drained it quickly and they filled the canteen twice more for me to drink.


When I was finished, they shouted for joy and danced upon my chest, yelling repeatedly: Hekinah Degul!


After eating and drinking my fill, I became drowsy. The cords were loosened so that I could turn on my side and I quickly fell asleep. I slept for about eight hours, greatly helped by a sleeping potion, which I later found out had been mixed into my water.


While I slept, a great machine fixed on wheels was built to move me to the capital city. Nine hundred of the city’s strongest men were needed to raise me and I was tied into place on the engine. I slept through all of this and was about four hours into our journey when I awoke.


The carriage finally stopped at the sight of an abandoned temple, which was the largest building in the whole kingdom. The great gate in the front was about four feet high and almost two feet wide. I could easily crawl inside. On each side of the gate was a small window, not six inches from the ground. Through that eleven chains were fed and chained to my left leg.


The chains that held my left leg were about two yards long and gave me only the freedom of walking backward and forward in a semicircle. Being fixed within four inches of the gate, the chains allowed me to crawl in and lie at my full length in the temple. My strings had been cut loose and I got up, feeling as sad as I ever had in my life.














CHAPTER 2


 


The emperor of Lilliput comes to see
the author and educated men are chosen to teach
the author their language. The author asks for his
freedom and it is granted.
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When I found myself on my feet, I looked about me and must confess that I never saw a more entertaining sight. The country around me looked like a large garden. The fenced in fields, which were generally 40 feet square, resembled many beds of flowers. These fields were mixed with woods of half an acre. The tallest trees, as I could judge, appeared to be seven feet high. I viewed the town to my left, which looked like the painted scene of a city in a theater.


The emperor appeared before me on horseback with his guards close by. The horses were quite frightened at the sight of me, but the emperor managed to calm them. The emperor was taller than his men by almost the width of a nail. His features were strong and masculine. He was then twenty-eight years old and had reigned for seven years in great happiness. His dress was very simple, but he had on his head a light helmet of gold and jewels. He had his sword drawn, prepared to defend himself should I break loose.


His Majesty spoke to me and I answered, though neither of us could understand a word. He had several advisors and lawyers, or so I assumed by their behavior, who were commanded to talk to me. I tried to speak with them in as many languages as I knew the least bit of—including Dutch, Latin, French, Spanish, and Italian—but all to no effect. After two hours, the court departed and I was left with a strong guard, in part to keep curious crowds away.


Toward night, I crawled into my house with little difficulty and laid on the ground. I slept this way for a week, during which time the emperor had a bed made for me. The finished product was made of a hundred and fifty of their beds sewn together in length and width.


Every morning forty sheep and other foods were delivered to me, along with an equal amount of bread and water. Six hundred people were put to work as my servants and it was ordered that three hundred tailors should make me a suit of clothes in the fashion of their country. Finally, six of His Majesty’s greatest teachers were hired to help me learn their language
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