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Though it hardly matters to a sarcastic person (who is most assuredly not in the business of making anyone feel better), those of you who appreciate sarcasm are a rare breed. Two major forces drive you: one is to provoke and the other is to seek the truth. Both of these life missions make people very uncomfortable. A provocateur is not always welcome at the finer dinner parties, and one who uses humor to get at what is really going on behind the words we use makes “the man” shake in his boots.


But you, who are now honorary members of the National Sarcasm Society simply by virtue of holding this book in your trembling hands, have never courted popularity. No, you are out there on the vanguard, waiting to eviscerate the innards of propriety and puncture the balloon of pretension.


Here, then, is your handbook. An A-to-Z guide to keep with you, should you ever need to set anyone straight on everything from beer to Bluetooth, from camping to karaoke, from Socrates to Spider-Man.


Use it as often as you wish, to challenge the tiny minds of the plebeian rabble with whom you come into contact on a daily basis. You have been waiting patiently for a dictionary like this to come along. And now it is here. Not that you give a crap.
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AARP: American Association of Retired Persons. An organization that sends out welcome letters to people over fifty to remind them that they will soon be dead.


ABBA: Swedish pop group whose catchy melodies are very useful in helping to illuminate which one of your friends is probably gay.


ABS: A part of the human body that can, apparently in only minutes a day as part of this exclusive TV offer, become rock hard.


ACADEMY AWARD: Recognition of achievement in the motion picture industry. Given annually to a group of people who are a hundred times prettier, richer, and more popular than you will ever be or have any hope of being.


ACCENT: A way of speaking that reflects the region of the world in which you grew up. Depending on where that it is and where you are when you use it, it could either get you beat up or laid.
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ACCOUNTANT:


ONE OF A MYSTERIOUS RACE OF MOLE PEOPLE WHO RESURFACE ONCE A QUARTER AND CHARGE YOU TO USE QUICKEN.


ACHIEVEMENT: A great accomplishment, often accompanied by a sense of triumph. Or, as it is known to 98 percent of the population, getting out of bed in the morning.


ACID: Something you definitely have to be on to appreciate Carrot Top.


ACNE: Nature’s way of telling you that you are not quite ready to have sex.


ACTIVIST: A person who cares about the fate of the world, until reaching approximately twenty-eight years of age.



ACTOR:
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ACTRESS:
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ACUPUNCTURIST: An alternative-medicine practitioner who gets to stab people and call it therapy.


AD HOC: A Latin phrase meaning “Hey, look at me, I know a Latin phrase.”


ADORABLE: 1. The quality of being darling or cute. Usually confined to forwarded e-mails about kittens. 2. A word used by women in bars to refer to a man they want to say something nice about while making it painfully clear that they would never in a million years sleep with him.


ADULT: What you become when you finally give up drinking, sleeping around, and bouncing from job to job. Also known as kill-me-now syndrome.


ADVENTUROUS:


SOMETHING YOUR SPOUSE CLAIMED TO BE WHEN YOU FIRST STARTED DATING, BUT THE BEN WA BALLS ARE GATHERING DUST IN THE CLOSET AND IN ALL THIS TIME YOU’VE YET TO CRUISE THE BARS LOOKING TO SPICE THINGS UP.
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ADVERTISEMENT:



A MEDIUM THROUGH WHICH PEOPLE WHO TRULY CARE ABOUT YOUR WELFARE (AND NOT AT ALL ABOUT MONEY) PROVIDE YOU WITH HELPFUL, EXTREMELY SUBTLE REMINDERS THAT YOUR BAD BREATH, BODY ODOR, CELL PHONE PROVIDER, AND MAKE OF CAR ALL HAVE TO GO.
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ADVICE: The only thing in the world more unwelcome than a baby in a movie theater.


AFFABLE: A workplace-based adjective used to describe the suck-up that always volunteers to replace the toner.


AFFLUENT: A word that allows you to describe a rich person without incorporating the usual tinge of jealousy and resentment.


AGGRESSIVE: A forceful, go-getter attitude that is greatly admired in business unless you are a woman.


AGLOW: The condition of being flush with radiant emotion, such as one in the bloom of love. Or, it might just be gas.


AGORAPHOBIA: A sudden attack of fear, anxiety, or panic—such as that brought about by the sudden realization that you forgot to clear your Internet history before leaving work today.



AIR:



THE GLORIOUS, GOD-GIVEN SUBSTANCE THAT PROVIDES US OUR VERY BREATH OF LIFE WHILE ALSO CONTAINING THE DISGUSTING, CONTAGIOUS PATHOGENS THAT WILL ONE DAY KILL US.
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AIRBRUSH: An artist’s tool invented by Playboy magazine to give your girlfriend an inferiority complex.


AIR-CONDITIONING: The glorious, man-made appliance that cools us in the heat of summer while blasting out recirculated air that contains the disgusting, contagious pathogens that will one day kill us.


AIRPLANE: A giant passenger vehicle whose entire operation will fail unless your seat backs and tray tables are in the upright and locked position.


AIRPORT: A mall placed near a large parking lot in which planes often land but rarely take off. To take your mind off the endless delays, these cavernous dungeons are populated by clueless security and ticket agents, zombie-like skycaps, and thousands of needlessly detained travelers enduring either the frustration of lost luggage or an impromptu body-cavity search. If Dante were alive today, airports would be listed as the fifth ring of Hell.


ALCOHOL: Awkwardness, foul breath, financial ruin, and the alienation of everybody who ever cared about you, all in handy liquid form, often with a twist-off cap.


ALIVE: The state of existing—of being cognizant of existence. Depending on just how much of your horrendous childhood you need to block out, this condition may not kick in until shortly after you graduate from high school.


ALLEN, WOODY:


SOME ELDERLY CREEP WHO MARRIED HIS BARELY COLLEGE-AGED ADOPTED STEPDAUGHTER. ALSO APPARENTLY MADE FILMS OR SOMETHING, ALTHOUGH ANY SUCH ACCOMPLISHMENT IS OFTEN USURPED BY THE ACT OF MARRYING HIS BARELY COLLEGE-AGED STEPDAUGHTER.
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ALL RIGHT: What a man insists that he is whenever his significant other asks how he is feeling.


ALMOST: Just about, not quite, virtually, nearly, for all practical purposes . . . whatever. You freaking blew it, so just man up and admit it.


ALONE:


ISOLATED, FORSAKEN—FOR EXAMPLE, A GREEN PARTY POLITICIAN DURING A U.S. ELECTION CYCLE.
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ALTERNATIVE: A type of music that pretentious, hipper-than-thou people like to say they listen to, completely oblivious to the fact that it has been labeled “alternative” by the same corporate machinery that makes all the other kinds of nonalternative music available for download on iTunes. Their pretentiousness is exacerbated by the fact that you can often catch these so-called cool people weeping while indulging in an MP3 of “Wind Beneath My Wings” when they think no one is looking.


AMATEUR: A beginner or aspirant in a given field; a non-professional as distinct from a practicing professional—except in the field of pornography, in which no such distinctions are necessary or even pertinent.
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AMBIGUOUS:


EITHER THAT GAL IN HUMAN RESOURCES WHO WEARS BUTTON-DOWNS AND KHAKIS ALL THE TIME OR THAT GUY IN ACCOUNTS PAYABLE WHO ALWAYS HAS AN ASCOT COVERING HIS ADAM’S APPLE.


AMBITION: Nature’s way of preparing us for heart medication.


AMERICA: An ongoing experiment in democracy controlled largely by insanely wealthy people. And that’s just the way we like it, thank you very much.


AMISH:


A SECT OF SELF-SUSTAINING PEOPLE WHOSE WAY OF LIFE IS SO DIFFERENT FROM THE CURRENT IDEOLOGICAL MAINSTREAM THAT IT’S A WONDER NOBODY’S BOMBED THEM YET.
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ANALOG: Rare. Recordings or television transmissions delivered nondigitally. While difficult to find, these strange devices do turn up on occasion, such as in the apartments of shut-ins or in the squirrel-infested cabins of half-mad, heavily armed conspiracy theorists.
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ANARCHIST:


SOMEONE WHO ADVOCATES THE OVERTHROW OF THE EXISTING POWER STRUCTURE, OR JUST ANYONE WITH A GOATEE.


ANESTHETIC: Substance used by medical professionals who have no other way of shaving off someone’s pubic hair without the person noticing.


ANGELS: Celestial beings that apparently have nothing better to do than hover around and make sure we get parking spaces and come to terms with getting cancer.


ANGER: Fury, outrage—such as that felt upon getting the news that you have cancer, until an angel drops by to calm you down and help you face your horrendous fate with dignity.


ANGST: A troubled state of mind that can make a person sullen and anxious. This can have a certain appeal when you are young, impressionable, and hopelessly naive enough to think you’re going to be the one to change the angst-ridden person in question. This is a notion of which you are usually disabused after their third or fourth suicide attempt.
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ANIMALS:


CREATURES THAT LEAVE US VERY FEW OPTIONS BESIDES HUNTING THEM, EATING THEM, KEEPING THEM AS PETS, OR LOCKING THEM IN A CAGE. THAT’S JUST HOW IT IS WHEN YOU HOLD DOMINION OVER ALL NATURE.


ANIMATION: A moving picture cartoon, usually featuring wisecracking anthropomorphized animals or sanitized reinterpretations of classic fairy tales. Animation can provide hours of downtime for adults who simply plunk their little ones in front of the television and let it hypnotize them into inactivity while the grown-ups kick back and try not to feel guilty about abdicating all responsibility as parents.


ANNIVERSARY: Try forgetting it, and you’ll see what the hell it means.


ANT: An insect of the family Formicidae, colonies of which have been around for 130 million years and have succeeded in occupying almost every landmass on earth. Kind of puts your bachelor’s in business administration in perspective, doesn’t it?


ANTSY: What irritating, twitchy people were before they had the luxury of saying they had something called restless leg syndrome.


APARTMENT: A place to throw your money away on rent before you throw your money away on a mortgage.


APATHY: A state of uninterest bordering on lethargy. Ask any retail clerk for assistance to experience this phenomenon first hand.


APPLAUSE: An obligatory expression of approval for someone’s half-assed form of creative expression that arises more from relief that the experience is finally over than from a genuine feeling of having been entertained.



APPLIANCE:



SOMETHING A MAN GIVES HIS WIFE FOR HER BIRTHDAY TO NONE TOO SUBTLY INDICATE THAT THE SEXUAL SPARK BETWEEN THEM IS HORRIBLY, IRRETRIEVABLY GONE.
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APPRECIATE: A word commonly used by superiors to indicate that they want you to do a task patently outside of your job description and that doing it will result in their undying gratitude and heartfelt admiration but absolutely no pay. “I would appreciate it if you would go over to the filing cabinets and alphabetize the last sixteen years of active sales leads before Tuesday.”


ARCHIMEDES: Greek scientist, born 287 BC. One of the main guys responsible for giving the world math. Thanks a lot, you bastard.


ARCHITECT: A bold, forward-thinking leader who guides teams of designers in the creation of the world’s dwellings and great buildings of commerce and industry. The typical architect starts out with grand, sweeping visions of making an impact similar to that of Frank Lloyd Wright, only to end up being in charge of revamping the neighborhood Chuck E. Cheese’s.


ARISTOTLE: Greek philosopher, born 384 BC. Though his name is world famous, he remains one of those guys you hope nobody ever asks you a question about.


ART: The deliberate arrangement of elements in any given medium in such a way as to appeal to the aesthetic sense. If the last few centuries are any indication, most works of art could easily have been painted by the five-year-old child of whoever is viewing the work at the time.


ARTISTIC: Having skills or ability in a creative field. It is surprisingly easy to identify artistic talent during youth, as the budding artists are usually the ones getting the crap kicked out of them at recess.


ASSEMBLY LINE: A process perfected in the early twentieth century that allowed for mass production and ushered in the modern consumer age while simultaneously taking all the individuality out of labor and turning workers into brain-dead zombies. Not to mention brain-dead zombies with carpal tunnel syndrome.


ATHEIST: A person who privately prays that they don’t turn out to be wrong.


ATTILA THE HUN: Leader of a band of Central Asian nomads from 434 to 453; his invading armies cut a swath through many regions of Europe, little realizing that they would all be forgotten while their lousy boss got all the credit and became synonymous with merciless savagery. Typical.


ATTRACTION: The most mysterious of all laws of human interaction, especially when it concerns someone who dumped your ass and is now with someone thirty pounds heavier than you.
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AUNT:


THE SISTER OF ONE’S FATHER OR MOTHER. A WOMAN CONGENITALLY OBLIGATED TO SPIT INTO HER HANDKERCHIEF AND THEN USE THE DISGUSTING SNOT RAG TO WIPE SOMETHING OFF YOUR FACE. MORE FRIGHTENING VARIETIES OF AUNTS ALSO WEAR HATS WITH PLASTIC FRUIT ON THEM.


AUTOMOBILE: An individual land transport vehicle used mainly to provoke the extension of the human middle finger.


AWESOME: A word most properly used to denote something truly breathtaking, unbelievably magnificent, or strikingly wonderful; it is now used to describe everything from a half-decent meal to a show of support for someone who just landed an entry-level job at Staples.
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BABY: Though nothing more than an extremely tiny human highly adept at eating and defecating, somehow these howling, underdeveloped, and often quite ugly creatures manage to command all the damn attention in the room.


BABY BUMP: A term frequently used by the media to describe the gently protruding abdomen of a female celebrity. The implication is, of course, that it is only a bump and that the previously anorexic, bulimic celebrity, who was also kept concentration-camp thin by all manner of prescription appetite suppressants, should not be considered fat just yet.
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BABYSITTER:


A HIGH SCHOOL GIRL WHO HAS THE MYSTERIOUS ABILITY TO MAKE YOUR CHILD–WHO, WHENEVER YOU ARE AROUND, NEVER GIVES YOU A MOMENT’S PEACE–SOMEHOW SLEEP SOUNDLY FOR THE ENTIRE TIME YOU ARE OUT AT THE MOVIES, THEREFORE GETTING PAID ANYWHERE FROM TWENTY TO FIFTY BUCKS TO ESSENTIALLY SIT IN YOUR HOUSE AND WATCH TELEVISION UNTIL YOU COME HOME.


BABY STROLLER: Difficult to distinguish from a small armored vehicle, the modern stroller is apparently designed to make sure your child can survive a sudden and unexpected encounter with a herd of charging wildebeests. Of course, should such a thing occur, by the time you unclasp the nine different clips holding your little one in the stroller seat, disengage the stroller canopy, knock back the stroller umbrella attachment, and unzip the stroller netting, you yourself will be horribly maimed by the unfortunate wildebeest onslaught. But, in your own way, you will have protected your child, which, ironically, was the reason you bought the stroller in the first place.


BAGGAGE: After around three months of passionate sex and feeling giddy with new love, a couple begins to realize they are now in an honest-to-God relationship. At this stage, baggage is something you slowly start to realize your new boyfriend/girlfriend has got up the wazoo.


BAGGAGE CAROUSEL: A whirring contraption on which you keep seeing the same suitcase, which looks like yours but is actually someone else’s, go by thirty times and yet every single time it comes around again, you still think it’s yours for just a second or two. This is a phenomenon brought about by the insane hope that the airline has not lost your luggage.


BAGGAGE HANDLER: A person paid not to care if he or she breaks all your stuff.


BALLS: Something you have to, however begrudgingly, give telemarketers credit for.


BAND: A group formed half-heartedly in high school in the hope of meeting girls. Starting out with mastering the opening guitar riff from “Smoke on the Water” and progressing to two-hour rehearsals in the drummer’s parents’ garage, the group of acne-ridden misfits eventually specializes in anemic covers of Led Zeppelin, Nirvana, and Aerosmith. Much discussion goes into their name, with suggestions ranging from “Bilbo’s Hat” to “Frothing Mongoose.” At last, the band plays one high school dance where their amps blow twenty minutes into the set. They summarily break up, although one of them keeps threatening to get everybody back together again to watch their ill-fated debut, documented on VHS that night by some geek from the AV Club.


BANK: A place to enjoy waiting in line when you can’t make it to the post office.


BANKRUPT: A state of financial destitution. Also a morally bankrupt person, which, ironically, usually describes someone who never actually experiences being literally bankrupt, because being a greedy, egotistical a-hole usually keeps you well out of the red.


BAR: A place where lonely, desperate people go to get hammered enough to find other lonely, desperate people suddenly irresistible.


[image: image]


BARISTA:


A PERSON HIGHLY SKILLED IN WRITING YOUR FIRST NAME IN SHARPIE ON THE SIDE OF A HEAT-TREATED PAPER CUP.


BARTENDER: A psychotherapist who keeps a damp rag slung over a shoulder.


BASEBALL: A spectator sport known as “the great American pastime” largely because so much time passes while waiting for each game to end. There are many traditions associated with a day at the ballpark, including the consumption of sodium-rich foods and a beer-like substance that may actually be reconstituted urine. There is also the charming tradition of the park organist, whose many prompts get the crowd to cheer “Charge!” optimistically, even when their team is behind by sixteen runs in the top of the ninth inning. Baseball fans are known for their love of statistics, including batting averages, RBIs, and ERAs. Another interesting statistic is that one could combine the yearly income of every working-stiff fan seated in the left-field bleacher section and it still would not equal the weekly salary of the average bench warmer.


BASKETBALL: A fast-paced and energetic team sport in which two opposing teams attempt to score the most points by propelling a large orange ball through a hoop roughly ten feet off the ground. The game is notable mostly for the fact that it is played in stadiums that used to have some individuality but are now named after a wide variety of telephone companies and office supply retailers.


BATHROOM: A room in the home often festooned with brightly colored tiles and seashell-shaped dishes filled with unusually scented handmade soaps and potpourri, all to try and offset the fact that most of what goes on there involves number one, number two, and questionable hairs stuck in the shower drain.


[image: image]


BATMAN:


A COMIC BOOK CRIME FIGHTER WHOSE ON-SCREEN PERSONA WENT FROM CAMPY AND IRREVERENT IN THE 1960S TO BROODING AND DAMN NEAR SUICIDAL IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY. OF COURSE, THIS MAY OR MAY NOT SAY ANYTHING ABOUT WHERE WE ARE HEADED AS A SPECIES.


BEACH: A place where the majestic ocean and its miles of luxurious sand are transformed into a petri dish of potential staph infections by an unruly mob of overstressed people trying to get their folding chairs and beach umbrellas to stay put, many of whom did not get the memo about how having a prodigious pot belly and wearing a Speedo simply do not mix.
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BEATLES, THE:


OBSCURE LIVERPOOL ROCK AND ROLL BAND OF VERY LITTLE NOTE OR INFLUENCE.


BEAUTIFUL: Something that is pleasing to the eye—such as the sight of the Porsche that has been weaving in and out of lanes for the past ten minutes actually getting pulled over. Yes! Beautiful!


BEAUTY: Allure or attractiveness—the male ideal often represented by Adonis, the eternally youthful god of ancient Greece; the female ideal often represented by Venus, the Roman goddess of love and fertility. Of course, most of us fall way short of these ideals and can be better described as being somewhere between Angelina Jolie and the Elephant Man.


BECAUSE: A word that passes for an explanation as to why children must do as you say.


BED: An item of furniture that was originally designed for the simple, restful act of slumber, and one that most young couples actually put to that purpose shortly after marriage.


BEER: A beverage about which some rather laughable people believe it is possible to be a “connoisseur,” despite the fact that the main difference between most beers is which one tastes the least like liquid ass.


BEGGAR: Someone reduced to soliciting strangers for charity. Or, as it is known in some circles, Girl Scouts.


BELIEF: An absolute certainty that something is true. Can range from one’s opinion as to whether there is a God to the firm conviction that space aliens are sending coded messages through your fillings.


BELT: A band of material used to encircle and support a round object. Most modern belts include a helpful series of holes punched out in them, so that as the farthermost holes are utilized over time, one may track one’s own repulsive slide into utter fatness. Annually, following the American celebration of Thanksgiving, bulging midriffs are given a pass and men are allowed to undo their belts and let their turkey-bloated stomachs spill from their unbuttoned trousers with pride as they watch more active and physically fit members of society play football on television.


BEST: A word denoting something matchless, choice, without peer; extremely useful when lying. “Gosh, future mother-in-law, that was the best meal I’ve ever eaten.” “Gosh, new boyfriend, that was the best sex I ever had.”


BETTER: Somewhere between good and best. Usually code-speak for “you suck a little less than you sucked before, but you have a long way to go before you are entirely without suckiness.”


BIASED: What pissed-off liberals call people they suspect might have a point.



BICYCLE:



A PEDAL-DRIVEN, HUMAN-POWERED CONVEYANCE USED BY PEOPLE WHO THINK THEY’RE MAKING SOME KIND OF BIG STATEMENT ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT JUST BY RIDING ONE. SURE, THEY’RE ALL IN BETTER SHAPE THAN YOU COULD EVER HOPE TO BE, AND, OK, SO SOMETIMES THEY RIDE 10K MARATHONS TO RAISE MONEY FOR LEUKEMIA RESEARCH AND EVERYTHING, BUT WHAT THEY DON’T KNOW IS THAT THEY LOOK GEEKY IN THOSE HELMETS. SO THERE.
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BIG BEN:



A BIG CLOCK. ONLY THE BRITISH WOULD THINK THAT THAT WAS ANYTHING.
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BIRTHDAY: One’s date of birth. The only day of the year when you can receive a card from someone professing to be your friend that includes a so-called humorous reference to how freaking old you are and how you probably are all dried up or can’t get it up anymore. A topic of conversation that might otherwise get this so-called friend punched in the jaw, this sentiment is somehow OK to convey when it is delivered in a card featuring a black-and-white line drawing of a decrepit octogenarian nodding off in a nursing home rocking chair. And you’re supposed to smile and take it. Happy birthday, indeed.


BISEXUAL: Something that a guy wouldn’t half mind his girlfriend being, although if his girlfriend wanted it the other way around, it would probably make him throw up.


BIT RATE: The number of bits of information that are processed digitally per unit of time. Whatever. I mean, honestly, isn’t this the stuff we pay IT to know?


BLACKBEARD: Real name: Edward Teach. Notorious eighteenth-century pirate who had the whole weird androgynous thing down way before Johnny Depp.


BLACKBERRY: A device created to satisfy man’s apparently inbred nature to check something every fifteen damn seconds.


BLACKBOARD: An ancient item uncovered in recent archeological expeditions. Apparently a slate device on which one could scrawl pertinent information with chalk to relay said information to gatherings of young people who would then use something called pens to transfer the information to something called paper. Strange, but true.


BLACKSMITH: A person who forges iron, his beautifully muscled arms glistening with sweat as he works in perfect concert with an anvil and hammer, shaping and molding the once-unyielding metal with the heat of a fiery furnace, the orange flames licking at his rippling, moist skin. And still these guys can’t get their own calendar.


BLENDER: A home appliance used to make tasty beverage concoctions. Employed chiefly by people who think drinking a margarita makes them less of a boozer than the homeless rotgut-swigging inebriates they will one day become.
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BLINKER:


THE TURN SIGNAL ON AN AUTOMOBILE. IT IS UNCLEAR AS TO WHY THIS ACCESSORY WAS INVENTED, SINCE NOBODY EVER FREAKING USES IT.


BLISS: A state of being in which everything suddenly makes sense and one is consumed by a feeling of interconnectedness with the universe. Often occurs for approximately 1.5 seconds after sex, just before you suddenly remember that you left the DVD on pause.


BLOW: A word with many meanings, none of which are as dirty as what you are thinking right now.


BLOG:


ANY OF VARIOUS INTERNET DESTINATIONS MAINTAINED BY TRAGICALLY DELUDED PEOPLE WHO ACTUALLY THINK YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THEIR ALL-TIME FAVORITE COREY HAIM MOVIES, THEIR TYPO-INFESTED RANTS ABOUT THE DATING SCENE, OR THEIR MINUTE-BY-MINUTE UPDATES CHRONICLING THE GROWTH OF THEIR MEWLING, VOMIT-STAINED INFANT CAPTURED IN QUICKTIME VIDEO.
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BLOOD: A plasma-based fluid running through your veins that unfortunately links you to some of the biggest jerks on the planet. And even now, long after you have left home, this same fluid requires you to grit your teeth and get together with them at least once a year, if only to reaffirm your belief that you couldn’t possibly be related to these losers.


BLUETOOTH: A wireless device placed directly in the ear, allowing well-dressed businessmen to be indistinguishable from the ragged skid row lunatic who is also walking around having a loud, obnoxious conversation with someone who isn’t there.


BOAT: A vessel meant for traveling on water, which is commonly taken to sea a grand total of one time before the realization hits that it is an unwieldy, high-maintenance money-suck that was really only purchased to prove something to all those bastards in high school who said you would never make it.


BODY: Something women can never let go if they want to keep their man. Something men can feel free to let go as long as they make enough money.


BODY SHOP: A place containing people who didn’t bother to waste money on college and are now earning sixteen times more than saps like you who did.
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BOOK:



AN OBJECT THAT CONFERS UPON ITS OWNER A CERTAIN AIR OF ATTRACTIVENESS AND UNBRIDLED SEXUAL DYNAMISM. (THIS ENTRY CONTRACTUALLY REQUIRED BY AUTHOR.)


BOOKMARK: Either a strip of material placed between the pages of a book to mark a place, or an Internet identifier to enable a quick and easy return to a Web site. Probably the latter unless you’re, like, a hundred or something.


BORDER: A line between geographical regions. Often zealously guarded, to prevent the people who want to come over and do the jobs no one else wants to do from getting in.


BORING: Something you instinctively know the ballet, opera, and performance art are, but never mention because somewhere inside you think the person who dragged you out to this crap may actually understand it.
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Than the Rest of You*

JAMES NAPOLI
Executive Vice President
National Sarcasm Society

“Not Approved for Use by Stupid People
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