



[image: image]








[image: ]






The Publishers would like to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material:


Photo credits
page 24: © Road Transport Media Ltd 2011; page 30: © iFly Orlando – Indoor Skydiving; page 34: top, l–r © Monkey Business – Fotolia, 
© Fuse/Getty Images, © StarJumper – Fotolia, © SHOUT/Alamy; bottom © Julian Makey/Rex Features; page 51 l–r © Anatoly Vartanov – Fotolia, © Blend Images/Getty Images, © Monkey Business – Fotolia, © Kirsty Pargeter – Fotolia; page 57: © Image Source/Alamy; page 74: top © Gatorade, bottom © Volvic; page 76: © Leicestershire County Council - for details about Quorn Hall see website www.leics.gov.uk/outdoorlearn; page 77: © Todds Leap Activity Centre; page 87: © MPA


Acknowledgements
page 6: CCEA’s English and English Language/English Specifications, questions and mark schemes, © CCEA, reproduced by permission of the Council for the Curriculum, Examination and Assessment; page 26: © WWF-UK, extract from Tackling climate change. An information pack for teachers; extract from leaflet; page 27: What is WaterAid?, reproduced by permission of WaterAid; page 43: Alexis Petridis, ‘Suri Cruise – 4 going on 40?’ from The Guardian (25 February 2010), © Guardian News & Media Ltd 2011, reproduced by permission of the publisher; page 44: Paul Connolly, ‘Think EastEnders is too depressing? I have a solution - don’t watch it’ from The Daily Mail online (10 January 2011), reproduced by permission of Solo Syndication; page 45: Tori Ball, ‘From Belfast to Beirut’ from IN! Magazine (March 2011), reproduced by permission of the author; page 52: Kenneth Branagh recreating the Iraq speech by Colonel Tim Collins, 2003 (from BBC series Ten Days to War) on www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpdeNcH1H8A, reproduced by permission of L A W Ltd; page 89: Pete McCarthy, extract from McCarthy’s Bar: A Journey of Discovery in Ireland (Hodder & Stoughton, 2000), © 2000 by Pete McCarthy, reproduced by permission of the publisher.


Every effort has been made to contact all copyright holders, but the Publishers will be pleased to rectify any errors or omissions brought to their notice at the earliest opportunity.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SB. Telephone: (44) 01235 827720. Fax: (44) 01235 400454. Lines are open 9.00–5.00, Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. Visit our website at www.hoddereducation.co.uk


© 2011 John Andrews, Jenny Lendrum, Aidan Lennon, Pauline Wylie


First published in 2011 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
338 Euston Road
London NW1 3BH
This edition first published 2011






	Impression number

	5 4 3 2 1






	Year

	2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011







All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.


Cover photo © Richard Cummins/Corbis
Typeset in 12/13pt Bembo by Servis Filmsetting Ltd, Stockport, Cheshire
Printed in India


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library


ISBN 978 1444 14581 6 
eISBN 978 1444 17900 2




[image: ]



Introduction
Welcome to GCSE English for CCEA Revision
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The purpose of this Revision Guide is to assist you in tackling CCEA’s GCSE English Language/English.


Let’s begin by debunking one of those persistent myths to which students cling – ‘I am no good at exams!’ This is not true – there is no mysterious, magical element to taking exams that the ‘chosen few’ possess whilst everyone else is left clueless, in the dark. If in earlier exams you’ve been disappointed by your results then honestly answer the following questions – your responses are likely to help you to understand why you didn’t do as well as you had hoped:





[image: ] Did you revise the appropriate material?



[image: ] Was your revision effective?



[image: ] Did you understand what types of questions you would face in the exam?



[image: ] Did you know how to score heavily?



[image: ] Did you work through practice papers?



[image: ] Did you manage your time effectively?





Your answers may give you an insight into the quality of your preparation in the past. Far too frequently revision lacks focus and realism; the student doesn’t understand what he or she is expected to produce by the way of responses; and the importance of working to time limits is ignored. This is a recipe for under-achievement or, in student terms, being ‘no good at exams’! Obviously this is how not to approach the business of doing well in exams. And doing well in exams is ‘a business’ that every student can manage. In the future, if you can come out of exams answering these questions positively then you will have done as well as you can – and hopefully recognise that there is no secret to doing well in exams!


It is the purpose of this Revision Guide to help you manage the business of exams through helping you to organise and prepare so that performance is maximised. This will be done by assisting you to analyse:




•  the challenges presented by the different components within the award


•  the particular elements that go together to produce an effective answer in each of these different scenarios


•  the implications for writing particular answers that are created by different time limits


•  the common mistakes that candidates make and how to avoid them


•  your own performances as you work through practice papers and then assess your performances in these timed practice sessions.





The aim of this Revision Guide is two-fold. First, to de-mystify the four units that make up this exam so that you are aware of exactly what is required of you. Second, to assist you to prepare to meet these challenges in a focused and practical fashion.
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Basic outlines and information


[image: ]


The specifications


The following outline of CCEA’s English Language/English specifications will allow you to see at a glance what you’ve done and what remains to be completed. Being aware and organised will be a recurring theme in this revision text!








	English Language






	Unit

	Time allocation and outline






	
Unit 1: two sections
(external examination)
20%


	Section A: 45 minutes
Testing: Personal Writing
No. of questions: 1
Section B: 45 minutes
Testing: Reading Multi-Modal Texts
No. of questions: 2






	
Unit 2: two sections
(external examination)
20%


	Section A: 45 minutes
Testing: Functional Writing
No. of questions: 1
Section B: 45 minutes
Testing: Reading Non-Fiction
No. of questions: 1






	
Unit 3
(Controlled Assessment)
20%


	
Speaking and Listening across the following scenarios:
a) An individual presentation and interaction
b) A discussion
c) A role play






	
Unit 4
(Controlled Assessment)
40%


	
Studying Spoken and Written Language and Writing Creatively
Task 1 – The Study of Spoken Language
Task 2 – The Study of Written Language
Task 3 – Writing Creatively
















	English






	Unit

	Time allocation and outline






	Units 1–3 are common to both specifications – see the English Language outline above






	
Unit 4
(Controlled Assessment)
40%


	
Studying Literature and Writing for Purpose
Tasks 1–3 – The Study of Literature
Tasks 4 & 5 – Writing for Purpose










The two styles of assessment used in these exams


External examination is the chosen form of assessment for Units 1 and 2. This formal style of assessment will be familiar to you (we will look in detail at how to prepare effectively for these units later in the text).


Units 3 and 4 will be tested by Controlled Assessment. At this point a brief summary of the main differences as they will impact on you will be adequate (again, there will be much more on this form of assessment later).


For Unit 3 Controlled Assessment you will be expected to prepare: individual presentations/topics for discussion; participate in discussions/role play scenarios; and to participate in group problem-solving exercises.


In Unit 4 the Controlled Assessment responses, whether they are testing the study of literature or writing creatively or writing for purpose, will conclude with final one-off write-ups. You will have been given time and assistance to prepare a specified title over a period of weeks before each Controlled Assessment is formally written up. Each of these will be carried out under close teacher supervision and to time limits prescribed by CCEA.


The main differences in these assessment styles


In Controlled Assessment you will be aware of the Task from the outset, whereas in the exam the questions are unseen.


In preparing for the exams you will focus on the techniques required in order to answer on unprepared stimulus, whereas for Controlled Assessment the question is known and the content of the response and the techniques employed are part of the preparation process.


Tiers of entry


Tiering applies only to 40 per cent of the award – Units 1 and 2. The complete range of marks will be available for the other 60 per cent – Units 3 and 4, which are tested by Controlled Assessment.


Decisions as to tier of entry tend to be based upon which tier (Foundation being more accessible and straightforward than the more demanding Higher) will give you the opportunity to perform at your optimum level.








	GCSE English Language/English

	Tier of entry

	Available grades






	Foundation 

	C–G






	Higher

	A*–D (E may also be awarded)
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Organised to succeed
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GCSEs are generally considered to be stressful for those taking them so anything that removes that sense of rising panic and gives you a sense of being in control has got to be a good thing. Beginning to take responsibility for your own revision process is an important step towards becoming an independent learner and this begins with being organised and planning your work.


The first four steps to becoming organised





[image: ] Have all your notes filed, labelled and complete ready for you to use.



[image: ] Know your strengths and weaknesses so that you can build remedial revision work into your schedule where necessary.



[image: ] Keep an updated year planner to ensure that you have a clear overview of exam dates, modular tests dates and Controlled Assessment dates.



[image: ] Assess the next month’s priorities so that you can fill in each weekly work scheme.





Planning


Before you can plan effectively, you need to be aware of just what time you have at your disposal. Look at the following sample weekly planner. Its purpose is to show you how to check out your available spare time.
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Create your own weekly planner





1 Roughly draw out a blank version of the table above and fill in your various commitments (part-­time work/sporting commitments/social and club commitments/chores, etc.).



2 Mark in the time you normally spend on homework.



3 What’s left is the time you have at your disposal.



4 Answer this question: ‘How much revision time do I want to put in?’ Be realistic! This will vary depending on what is coming up both socially and academically. Your planner needs to be flexible so that if you need to go out and miss a session that’s fine – but make it up later! Once you’ve decided, add in this revision time to your planner.



5 All that remains to be done is to divide your revision time amongst your subjects. Do this by creating combinations of subjects that place one of your ‘enjoyable subjects’ after one that you perhaps don’t enjoy so much. A two-­week rota based on 30-­ or 45-­minute sessions should take you through all of your subjects.





What are the essential characteristics of effective revision sessions?




•  Each session is focused on that subject’s knowledge, concepts and skills.


•  It is an active process in which you are:




•  summarising/noting/listing in your own words


•  creating spider diagrams/doing worked examples or past questions


•  underlining/highlighting key words and phrases


•  testing yourself.





•  Surprisingly, time passes quickly.


•  Every revision session starts with five minutes spent reviewing the work covered during the last session on that particular subject.


•  Every revision session finishes with brief self-­testing on the material covered.


•  It is undertaken in an atmosphere that supports purposeful study – ideally in a well-­lit and quiet area, with sufficient space to spread out the required books, etc.


•  As assessment points approach, your revision becomes more targeted on the demands required by the particular form of assessment you are about to face.





What are the characteristics of ineffective revision sessions?




•  Having no clear grasp of what a subject’s key knowledge, concepts and skills are.


•  Randomly selecting a topic to revise within a subject, with little or no recognition as to why you have chosen to revise this.


•  Passively revising. Examples of this include:




•  lying on a bed looking at an open book whilst an MP3 player fills the room (or your head) with sound


•  copying out notes but making no attempt to understand them


•  using an inappropriate revision internet site and deluding yourself that this is beneficial when it’s simply comfortable and easy.





•  Realising that you’ve no idea as to what the last page you’ve supposedly just read was actually about.





Effective revision for English Language and English


Some fundamental points need to be considered to ensure that your revision will be effective:





[image: ] You need to know what is being tested – i.e. the focus. In this case it is your skills and understanding in Writing/Reading and Speaking and Listening.



[image: ] You need to know how these are being tested – Controlled Assessment (CA) or exams.





In addition, it is important that you are aware of:





[image: ] Personal strengths and weaknesses in relation to Writing, Reading and Speaking and Listening. Be honest with yourself without being too negative. Everyone, in every subject, has skill areas that they find more difficult – so you need to objectively assess these in relation to English. This will allow you to focus your efforts more effectively!



[image: ] The differing demands of these two forms of assessment and how to go about dealing with each.





Essential pre-­exam organisation and preparation (Units 1 and 2)


Before you even get near the examination hall you need to:





[image: ] know how the two papers are constructed and what you are required to do in each section – ask your teacher if you have forgotten or look this up on the CCEA website



[image: ] know how to spell your key words and when you may need to use them – working with a friend on these makes this a less boring process



[image: ] familiarise yourself with any spider diagrams, mnemonics or revision notes provided by your teacher



[image: ] give yourself every chance to succeed – attend revision classes provided by your school



[image: ] put what you have learned to the test – do practice questions




[image: ] get up to exam speed – you need to practise doing the questions in the time allocated in the actual exam



[image: ] ask for help – get in touch with your teacher if you get stuck with a practice question or just need some advice or reassurance (and not when it’s too late, five minutes before the exam begins!)



[image: ] organise yourself the night before with what you actually need to bring into your exam – include a spare pen, highlighters and a pencil



[image: ] look after yourself – get some sleep and have a healthy breakfast on the days you have an exam



[image: ] leave your mobile phone at home. DON’T bring your mobile phone into any exams!





Understanding the organisation and preparation for CA (Unit 4)


Controlled Assessment is another way of assessing your work outside of a formal exam. Here follows an outline of how they work.


Preparation and research time


The actual task(s) will be given to you well in advance. Your teacher will outline a timescale that will allow you to prepare appropriately. (In all likelihood this will be a teacher-­guided process that will be developed over a series of weeks.) All preparation will be carried out under ‘limited supervision’. This means that you can complete preliminary work as a class, in groups or individually in school or at home as you get ready for your CA write-­up.


Teachers are expected to give whole class feedback during the preparation process; and he/she will explain how work will be marked according to the assessment criteria. Each student will complete an individual response for each Controlled Assessment.


When will the CAs be taken?


These tasks can be completed across the two years of the course. You can be expected to complete the task at any point in the academic year, provided that you meet the deadline for submission. This is an issue that your teacher will control and about which he/she should keep you closely informed.


How will these sessions be supervised?


The writing up of your response to the task will be closely supervised by the class teacher or another supervisor (it will be similar to a school exam session). Candidates will work to a CCEA specified time allocation. In English Language/English you cannot bring notes in with you to the write-up response sessions. Teachers are not permitted to comment or give feedback on the work in this final phase. This is to ensure that the work produced and submitted is yours alone. Once this is completed the work will not be returned to you.


Producing and marking the final piece of work


Responsibility for planning each final piece of work lies entirely with you. Your teacher will mark the finished pieces using mark schemes supplied by the exam board. Samples of the work from each school will then be moderated by CCEA to ensure that the same standards have been applied to all students taking the CAs.


Essential organisation and preparation for CA in Unit 4


This falls into two phases: (a) the longer research and preparation stage; (b) the final time-­bound writing-­up session.


The research and preparation stage


During this stage of the process, it is important that you:





[image: ] research and gather ideas, ensuring that your research sources are correct



[image: ] focus your own ideas on the topic



[image: ] combine, refine and order this material



[image: ] keep referring back to the question



[image: ] develop your material into a strategy or approach that will allow you to produce a thoughtful and appropriate response



[image: ] pay particular attention to how you intend to start and finish (don’t try to write out the complete thing and learn it off by heart – it isn’t practical or sensible!)



[image: ] prepare a response that covers all aspects of the task – remember that your answer has to be written within a specified time limit so prioritise, rather than feeling you have to get everything down on paper!





The writing-­up session


During this stage of the process, it is important that you:





[image: ] get your plan down on paper first of all – this is one of those occasions where you will have plenty to write



[image: ] use Standard English (only in exceptional situations and for particular effects will you not write in Standard English)



[image: ] use appropriate connectives that highlight the thread running through your writing



[image: ] use proper sentences (including a variety of types and length) and break your writing into paragraphs



[image: ] acknowledge all sources and quotations



[image: ] leave some time at the end for checking your work: look for spelling, punctuation and layout errors/any grammatical errors and check that you have made your meaning clear



[image: ] keep an eye on the time!





On the opposite page you will find a checklist that will assist you to progress logically through the business of developing effective responses to CA tasks.


Revision Planner


[image: ]








	1 PLANNING

	



• understand the task


• know how long you have to complete the task


• know what layout and format it must take


• know how the marks are to be awarded


• list the main aspects of the topic and select the key words – a ‘spider chart’ may be helpful


• make a plan with an introduction, middle and conclusion












	2 FINDING

	



• discuss your ideas with other people, including your teacher


• list all the things that you will need


• make a list of all the sources of information that will help you in your task: books, websites, newspapers, magazines, DVDs and any other materials. Your teacher may also be a source of appropriate information












	3 SELECTING

	



• select appropriate information from your sources and keep detailed notes as you go along


• prioritise your material – how much can you physically include given the time limits?












	4 ANALYSING

	



• having selected your material and information, decide upon the most suitable approach












	5 PRESENTING

	



• put your name on every page and that each page is numbered


• put the title at the top of the first page


• put the ideas and material clearly and fluently into your own words


• ensure that the layout and format are suited to the task throughout


• check that your spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct












	6 SELF-EVALUATING

	



• take note of any comments and advice from your teacher during the process consider how others approach the task and how you would undertake a similar task in the future
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Unit 1


Section A: Personal Writing


[image: ]


There will be one task on this section of Unit 1. You have 45 minutes to spend on this task and a further 45 minutes to spend on Section B.


Remember to manage your time properly. This task is worth the same number of marks as Section B so make sure you stick to the time limit of 45 minutes!


The quality of your writing is key not the quantity. You should, however, aim to write between one and two sides for this Section A task - this would be average for someone who writes about eight words per line.


Timing tips





[image: ] Make sure you keep checking the clock in the exam hall or bring a watch with you and set it on your desk so that you can keep a close eye on your time.



[image: ] Before you begin Section A, look at the time and calculate at what time you should finish the section. For example, if your exam starts at 1:30pm you should write 2:15pm on your page. This will help to ensure that you stick to your time rigidly.



[image: ] When approaching this personal writing task, you may want to organise your time in the following way:




•  5–10 minutes planning your response to the task


•  25–30 minutes writing your response


•  5 minutes checking your work at the end.






[image: ] Make sure you move on to Section B after 45 minutes! Students often make the mistake of spending more time on Section A than on Section B. Remember, if you spend 10 minutes more on Section A, you are leaving yourself only 35 minutes to complete Section B – and that’s not enough!
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