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Introduction


Throughout this revision guide there are a number of features which will help you revise and also help you to answer the questions in the exam. Each feature is indicated by a logo.




[image: ]


Key concepts


In each unit you will study there will be at least eight key concepts which you must know. The first question of each unit will ask you for a definition of a key concept. Correct definitions gain 2 marks. It is also important to use the key concepts in b-, c- and d-type questions as credit is given for the use of religious and specialist language.
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Explanation of key concept


As it says in the title, the concept is key (central) to an understanding of the religion or issue. It is important that, in addition to being able to state the meaning of the concept, you show an understanding of why and how that concept is central to the religion or issue. This information is particularly important for b-, c- and d-type questions.
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In each unit an acrostic is used to show why there are differences of views and practices amongst believers of the same religion. Diversity comes from an assessment of the situation (S), teachings from that tradition (T), other sources of authority such as the Pope, rabbis (A), how those teachings are interpreted (I), e.g. non-literally or literally, and the role of conscience and reason (R). It is important in your answer to be able to explain why people of the same religion hold different views and beliefs.
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Activity


Activities are provided throughout the book in blue boxes like this one.
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You will have very little time in your exam to answer some of the questions. It is important that you are able to quickly recall important facts. Whenever you see the five finger logo it means these are the five basic and central facts of that issue.


It is important before you begin revising the content that you know and understand how marks are awarded. As you will see from the marking grids on pages 85–87, marks are given for more than just knowing facts. In some questions you need to be able to explain, make links, justify, give different views. In all questions you need to use religious and specialist language. The exam tips and exam practice activities will help you develop these important skills.
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Exam tips


Throughout each unit exam tips are included which help you understand how marks are awarded (and lost). Doing well in the exam isn’t just about all you know, it also depends on how you answer the questions.
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This indicates an important point to remember.





Christianity: core beliefs, teachings and practices



The big picture


Below is a summary of the key questions for this study of Christianity:





•  What is the Bible?



•  What are the different ways of interpreting biblical writing?



•  How does the Bible relate to other forms of authority?



•  What is the afterlife?



•  What are the beliefs about resurrection, judgement, heaven and hell?



•  What are the sacraments and key acts of worship?



•  How important is the Eucharist/Communion to Christians?



•  What are the different Christian interpretations of Eucharist/Communion?



•  How do Christians prepare for confirmation?



•  What is the significance of symbols and vows in a Christian religious wedding?



•  What is the significance of a place of worship?



•  What is the purpose of pilgrimage?







[image: ]


Exam tip


It is important to use terms from the religions you have studied in your answers to examination questions. You will need to be able to define the concepts in each theme. The first exam question, for 2 marks, asks for a definition of a concept. To gain 2 marks you need to be able to give two separate points or a developed point.
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Key concepts


The Bible is the Christian sacred text believed by Christians to be revealed and/or inspired by God, made up of the Old and New Testaments.


Revelation is God making himself known to humankind; for instance, through the Bible.


Judgement is the belief that God will judge whether or not humans are worthy to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.


Baptism The sacrament is a rite of initiation through which people become members of the Church. The word ‘baptise’ means to immerse in water. Water is used as a symbol of the washing away of sin.


Reason is the process of logical thought; the ability to think in a logical way, to form judgements and opinions through rational and evidence-based consideration.


Confirmation is a rite through which a person who has been baptised (particularly one baptised as an infant) affirms their Christian belief and is recognised as a full member of the Church.


Eucharist means ‘thanksgiving’ and is also called ‘Holy Communion’. The service which celebrates the death and resurrection of Jesus. Bread and wine represent (or, as some Christians such as Catholics believe, actually become) the body and blood of Jesus. The Eucharist is a re-enactment of the Last Supper.


Pilgrimage is a journey made to a sacred place as an act of worship or devotion, e.g. Christians may visit Jerusalem to walk in Jesus’ footsteps.


Free will is the ability to make choices (particularly moral choices) voluntarily and independently. The belief that nothing is predetermined.


Heaven is a place in the afterlife where those who have accepted God’s grace and forgiveness in this life will enjoy an eternal existence in God’s presence in the next life.


Hell is a place of punishment in the afterlife for those who, through their own free will, reject God’s grace and forgiveness and will have chosen to live eternally outside of God’s presence.


Vows are promises made between people or a person’s promise to God. Wedding vows are promises the bride and groom make, committing themselves to one another.


Marriage symbols are features of the wedding ceremony that indicate the purpose and meaning of marriage. For instance, the wedding ring, being a continuous circle of precious metal, symbolises the never-ending, precious love between the bride and the groom.
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Beliefs and practices


Your study of Christianity’s core beliefs, teachings and practices is separated into two areas:





•  Beliefs:







    •  The Bible


    •  The afterlife








•  Practices:







    •  Life’s journey


    •  Special places





Differences matter
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In your studies it is expected that you will learn about the different interpretations, attitudes and practices between some of the varied traditions of Christianity, such as Church in Wales, Catholic and Protestant churches, Evangelical traditions and the Society of Friends. The table below will help you remember why people who follow the same religion may hold different views.






	Situation

	Some situations, such as the importance of saving life, are important for all practising Christians, but for other situations there will be different considerations (e.g. the nature of heaven and hell).






	Teachings

	The central teachings considered by Christians would be the Bible. Some Christians regard it as the inspired Word of God, but most believe it was revealed by God as a source of authority to help people to live out their lives as Christians. The example and teaching of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospels and referred to in other New Testament, are another source of authority for Christians.






	Authority

	As well as the Bible, many Christians take into account other sources of authority, such as ministers or priests, teachings of the Church, the Holy Spirit and individual conscience.






	Interpretation

	Some Christians believe the Bible is literally true. Many others believe it is important to consider the teachings of the Bible for contemporary society.






	Reason

	Most Christians are in agreement that God gave people free will to choose to follow the example and sayings of Jesus. Regular reading of the Bible, prayer and worship are thought to help believers ‘follow the way’ (of Jesus) and make the right decisions and actions.
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Exam tip


Since there are many different beliefs, teachings and practices in Christianity, it is important to show you understand this diversity. When answering questions, use phrases that indicate this range: ‘some Evangelical Christians …’, ‘often many Catholic Christians …’, ‘some from the Society of Friends might …’
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Beliefs: the Bible


In this area of study you will be expected to know beliefs and teachings about the Bible, its makeup, how it is used, the different ways in which it is interpreted and how it relates to other forms of authority for Christians.
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Key concept


The Bible is the Christian sacred text believed by Christians to be revealed and/or inspired by God, made up of the Old and New Testaments.
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The Bible is a special and sacred book because it is believed to be the Word of God. It tells the story of God making himself known to people in their lives and situations, and so has ultimate authority.
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The Bible as the Word of God






	
What is the Bible?

	




•  The Bible is the sacred text for Christians.



•  It is a collection of 66 separate books (although Catholics recognise 73 and Orthodox churches recognise 76).



•  It was written by 40 different people over thousands of years.











	
Why is it important?

	




•  It is believed to have been a revelation from God in some way.



•  All Christians believe the Bible contains teachings that come from God.



•  Some believe the Bible contains metaphors and symbols, not literal truth, but it is still important.











	
Why is it called the ‘Word of God’?

	




•  Christians believe the Bible is not an ordinary book but the Word of God.



•  To some, this means it is literally true, dictated by God, as it were, to the different writers.



•  To others, it means that God influenced the writers as they worked.
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Key concept


Revelation is God making himself known to humankind; for instance, through the Bible.
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To reveal something is to make known what was previously hidden. To many Christians, the Bible makes known things about God that otherwise would not be known. It is inspired by God, helps believers understand more about God, and contains divine laws and clear guidance about how to live life according to God’s ways.
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Activity


The Bible as the Word of God: differing ideas


Look at the information on differing Christian views about the Bible and complete a Venn diagram like the example below.


After creating your Venn diagram, use the information in it to explain why some Christians are literalists (they believe the Bible is literally true) and why some are non-literalists (they believe the Bible is symbolic or metaphorical).
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Exam tip


In any religious tradition there will be different interpretations. Your answers should show diversity of beliefs and practices.
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The Bible as a collection of writings


The Bible is a collection of books. Each is different because of Authorship, the author’s Intentions, the Audience, the Context and the Society in which it was written. The figure below will help you to remember these key points:






	
[image: ] Authorship – who wrote it?






	
[image: ] Intentions – why did the person write it?






	
[image: ] Audience – for whom was it written?






	
[image: ] Context – what else was taking place at the time of writing?






	
[image: ] Society – in which culture was it written?







Aiming to understand the Bible with these questions in mind is known as historical criticism.
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Activity


Using the information above, write your own paragraph that includes two different ways that Christians think of the Bible.
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Uses and usefulness of the Bible




[image: ]




Many Christians refer to 2 Timothy 3:16–17, which states the Bible is useful for:





•  ‘teaching’: about the Christian faith



•  ‘rebuking’: providing guidance on ethics



•  ‘correcting’: telling people how to change their outlook



•  ‘training in righteousness’: learning how to live the ‘right’ way, as God requires



•  equipping Christians to do all that God asks of them.
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Exam tip


If you can refer to relevant sources of wisdom, or sacred texts, to support your answer it will help you get high marks. You don’t need to remember the exact words or references, but state in your own words what they say and how believers interpret them.
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Activity


Using the information above, construct your own ‘Give me 5’ (as on page 12, for example) memory aid on the use of the Bible.
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Different ways of interpreting biblical writings
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Exam tip


Understanding 2-mark A questions


In this unit there will be an A question that carries 2 marks. In order to gain 2 marks you need to either make two relevant points or make one point that you develop, explain or elaborate in some way.
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Activity


Look at the three examples of answers to what Christians mean by ‘revelation’ below and decide how many marks you would give to each and why.





•  Example 1: Showing something clearly.



•  Example 2: God making himself known to human kind – for instance, through the Bible.



•  Example 3: God showing himself, as through Jesus.





[image: ]






The Bible in relation to other sources of authority


Although Christians use the Bible, there are other sources of authority they may use. These include:


Society


This is a great influence on people and often Christian practices reflect the society in which they live; for example, some churches in India expect Christian worshippers to remove shoes when entering a church.


Reason


Many Christians believe God gave humans reason – the process of logical thought. Christians may use reason to decide on their use of wealth (Theme 2: Issues of wealth and poverty).
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Key concept


Reason is the process of logical thought; the ability to think in a logical way, to form judgements and opinions through rational and evidence-based consideration.
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Conscience


Many Christians believe that conscience is God-given so it is wise to follow it. St Paul in Romans 2:14–15 refers to people’s ‘consciences also bearing witness’, which means that it is wise to listen to one’s conscience. Christians may follow their conscience in issues of sex and relationships (Theme 1: Sexual relationships).


Circumstances


Some people believe that decisions should be made in an individual circumstance based on love and the best thing to do in that circumstance. Some Christians might argue against this because they believe that Bible teaching is absolute, for example relative and absolute morality (Theme 2: Crime and punishment).


Situations


Some Christians believe it is important to weigh up each situation and decide what is the most loving thing to do, based on the laws of the Bible and the teachings of Jesus, for example attitudes to abortion (Theme 1: Origin and value of human life).


Civil law


Civil laws within the United Kingdom are about relationships between people, or between people and institutions, for example conflict between personal religious conviction and the laws of a country (Theme 2: Human rights and social justice).


Family


Christians believe family life is where children can learn how to behave, for example Theme 1: Relationships.
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Exam tip


Making connections


The content in this section about beliefs in life after death and in judgement will have many links with the Philosophical Themes you have to study, in particular Issues of Human Rights.
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Activity
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How might someone respond using three of the following?





•  Conscience



•  Family



•  Reason



•  Society



•  Situation



•  A civil law



•  Circumstances
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Beliefs: the afterlife


In this area of study you will need to know about Christian beliefs in life after death, judgement, resurrection, and heaven and hell.



[image: ] Belief in life after death





•  There is eternal life after death, received through faith. (John 3:16: ‘whoever believes in him … shall have eternal life’; Matthew 25:46: ‘… the righteous [those who respond to Jesus and those in need in the world] go to eternal life.’)



•  Entry to heaven depends on a person’s response to Jesus, their repentance, and to those in need on earth.



•  Resurrection is expected, because of the resurrection of Jesus. (John 11:25: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die.’)



•  There is a hell – the opposite of heaven – a place of separation from God. (Matthew 25:46: ‘… then they [who have not responded to Jesus or those in need in the world] will go away to eternal punishment …’



•  Catholics believe there is a purgatory, a place of cleansing that is between earth and heaven; prayers can be said for those in purgatory, to shorten their stay there.





Belief in judgement, responsibility for action and free will





•  There will be a judgement day, when the quality of people’s lives will be judged by God (like a shepherd separates sheep and goats, Matthew 25:31–46).



•  This will be the time that Jesus comes for a second time – ‘the Parousia’.



•  It will be the end of human existence on the earth.



•  There will be bodily resurrection of the dead, and believers will be transformed into a glorified state. (Luke 16:19–31 – the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus; 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 – in Christ all will be made alive.)



•  A new heaven and a new earth will commence, with no tears, sorrow, sin or death.
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Key concepts


Judgement is the belief that God will judge whether or not humans are worthy to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.


Free will is the ability to make choices (particularly moral choices) voluntarily and independently. The belief that nothing is predetermined.
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There is a clear link, in Christian belief, between judgement, responsibility and free will. Because of free will, people can make decisions for themselves about their lifestyle and actions. Being able to do this brings the responsibility for the outcomes of the action or lifestyle, and if there is a judgement, as Christians believe, then there will be a reward or punishment in the light of decisions made.
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Exam tip


When you are asked to ‘describe’, make sure you select important points as you will have only about five minutes to write your answer.
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Activity


Using some of the information in the table below, write three sentences that you could use to explain what the parable teaches in relation to free will, judgement and responsibility for actions.
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The link between free will and judgement is shown in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31–46).






	The ‘sheep’ – those rewarded by God


	The ‘goats’ – those punished by God







	What they did


	The kinds of people they encountered


	What they didn’t do







	Gave them food to eat

	The hungry

	No food given






	Gave them a drink

	The thirsty

	No drink given






	Invited them in

	The stranger

	No welcome given






	Gave them clothes

	Those needing clothes

	No clothes given






	Visited them in prison

	Those in prison

	No visiting while in prison
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A key point to remember about judgement is that Christians believe people are not judged merely by good deeds but also by the faith they have, which motivates their actions.
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