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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages iv–vii to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the Now test yourself questions and gone online to check your answers





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are online.
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Definitions and key words


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book and defined in the glossary.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Diagrams


There are several diagrams throughout the book to aid understanding. We encourage you to draw diagrams that establish the connections between ideas and arguments as part of your revision.
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Exam checklist


A checklist to tick off to keep track of the things you need to know for each part of the exam.
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Key quotes


Quotations from philosophers about a specific topic.
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Criticism


Highlights and evaluates some of the difficulties in various ideas.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the Now test yourself questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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Exam support



The Assessment Objectives


The AQA A-level Philosophy specification has two Assessment Objectives (AOs). These tell the examiners what they should look for in your answers.


AO1 concerns how well you are able to show your understanding of the topic, ideas, methods and arguments and your ability to analyse and explain them by identifying the key ideas and showing how they fit together.


AO2 tests your capacity to analyse philosophical positions, theories and arguments in order that you may evaluate how strong they are by exploring the quality of the reasoning, considering their implications and exploring objections and counter arguments.


The exam


The A-level exam consists of two, three-hour papers. Paper 1 examines Epistemology and Moral philosophy. Paper 2, the Metaphysics of God and Mind. Both exam papers will contain 10 questions, 5 on each theme:





•  1 × 3-mark question (all 3 marks awarded for AO1)



•  2 × 5-mark questions (all 5 marks awarded for AO1)



•  1 × 12-mark question (all 12 marks awarded for AO1)



•  1 × 25-mark question (5 marks awarded for AO1, 20 marks for AO2)





The only time you can gain marks for showing your ability to analyse and evaluate (AO2) is in answering the 25-mark question. In the other question because marks are awarded for AO1 only, you will not be credited for evaluating the arguments.


Timings


In the exam, try to divide your time evenly between the two themes (1.5 hours on each). Practise answering questions under timed conditions to get a feel for the amount you can write in the time. These are rough guidelines





•  3-mark question: 3–5 minutes



•  5-mark questions: 5–10 minutes (× 2)



•  12-mark question: 15–25 minutes



•  25-mark question: 40–50 minutes





The questions


Exams are not really the time for new or experimental thinking. They are about drawing selectively on what you have learnt and framing it in a way that communicates effectively in response to the precise question.


Read a question carefully and make sure you are clear about its focus. Organise your material clearly and coherently. In the longer questions, this means briefly planning the order in which you will present the ideas and including a conclusion and an introduction (see below). In the shorter answer questions, this means answering the questions concisely but precisely.


Three-mark questions


These test your grasp of essential concepts that you have covered on the course and your ability to encapsulate them with precision. They may ask you to provide a definition, or briefly outline an idea or theory.





•  As a rough rule, try to answer in just one or two sentences.



•  Think carefully about the wording, try to be economical and precise.



•  Examples are usually not needed, and if used should be kept brief.





Practice questions






	

Metaphysics of God (3 marks)




1.  What is meant by the claim that God is supremely good?


2.  What is non-cognitivism when applied to religious language?


3.  According to Hick, what is the soul-making theodicy?


4.  Briefly explain the fallacy of composition in relation to the cosmological argument.


5.  Explain the difference between a deductive and inductive argument.







	

Metaphysics of Mind (3 marks)




1.  What is intentionality?


2.  What is a ‘category mistake’?


3.  What is epiphenomenalism?


4.  What is philosophical behaviourism?


5. What is an ontological reduction?












Five-mark questions



These questions will usually ask you to outline or explain an idea, theory or argument issue.





•  Again, try to be as clear and precise as possible.



•  Explain the different elements of the idea and how they are connected.



•  If focusing on arguments, try to show how the argument might be structured. Be clear about the distinction between the premises and conclusion of an argument or the connections between the elements of a theory.



•  You may include illustrative examples to support your account, which could be drawn from the texts, but only if relevant.





Practice questions






	

Metaphysics of God (5 marks)




1.  Explain how logical positivism challenges the meaningfulness of religious language.


2.  Outline the Euthyphro dilemma and how it might undermine the coherence of God.


3.  Explain Gaunilo’s ‘perfect island’ objection to the ontological argument.


4.  Outline Descartes’ cosmological argument based on his continuing existence.


5. Explain what Plantinga is trying to achieve with his Free Will Defence.






	

Metaphysics of Mind (5 marks)




1.  Explain how property dualism differs from substance dualism.


2.  Explain the objection to Descartes’ conceivability argument that what is conceivable may not be metaphysically possible.


3.  Explain what it means to say that mental properties supervene on physical properties.


4.  Explain the objection to eliminative materialism that it is self-refuting.


5. Explain the inverted qualia objection to functionalism.












Twelve-mark questions (AO1)


These will ask you to explain a more substantial aspect of the syllabus. Perhaps a theory and an objection or to explain how a theory may be applied.





•  As your answer will be longer try to organise the material so that it is not just accurate, but is structured into a coherent whole.



•  Identify the key elements of the theory or argument and try to show it fits together into a logical structure which makes sense. It may be helpful to illustrate your answers with examples either drawn from the texts or some of your own.



•  You should not evaluate the argument/theory as no marks are available for AO2 (analysis and evaluation)





Practice questions






	

Metaphysics of God (12 marks)




1.  Compare and contrast Mitchell’s and Hare’s responses to Flew’s claim that religious utterances cannot be falsified.


2.  Outline the paradox of the stone and explain how it can be used to undermine the coherence of the concept of God.


3.  Explain how a cosmological argument from contingency attempts to demonstrate the existence of a necessary being.


4.  Outline the ontological argument and explain how it is vulnerable to empiricist objections against a priori arguments for existence.


5. What are the similarities and differences between Paley’s design argument from spatial order and Swinburne’s design argument from temporal order?






	

Metaphysics of Mind (12 marks)




1.  Outline the philosophical zombies argument for property dualism and explain the objection to it that what is conceivable may not be metaphysically possible.


2.  Outline the knowledge/Mary argument for property dualism and explain the ability knowledge response to it.


3.  Explain the conceptual and empirical interaction problems for interactionist dualism.


4.  Outline philosophical behaviourism and explain the how circularity poses a problem for the way it seeks to define mental states.


5. What are the similarities and differences between mind-brain type identity theory and functionalism?












Twenty-five-mark questions (5 AO1 + 20 AO2)


The 25-mark questions involve not just outlining an historical theory, but engaging meaningfully with the arguments for yourself and trying to argue for a point of view. These are the only questions that test your capacity to develop an argument in defence of your own judgement.





•  Introduce your answer by briefly outlining what the question is asking and unpack the issues raised in the question.



•  Analyse the relevant arguments and concepts. Then work through a series of arguments.



•  When selecting points for discussion, make sure they are directly relevant to the question and also explain why they are relevant.



•  When exploring the arguments, try to avoid merely juxtaposing different philosophers’ views on the topic. Instead, examine the cogency of each view by looking at the reasons that support it and making a judgement about how strong the support is. Say something about whether you are rejecting or supporting the position.



•  If you can make each point, follow from the previous point, this will help to give the essay a sense of overall development, which is something examiners will be looking for when awarding AO2 marks.



•  Develop a coherent overall argument in support of a judgement. A conclusion is not a summary; it should be a judgement which responds to the question.



•  Some questions will use key terms such as ‘assess’, ‘critically discuss’ and ‘evaluate’. Other questions contain a less obvious request to evaluate (Is it wrong to eat animals?) but the basic task, as outlined above, will be the same.





Practice questions: 25 marks






	

Metaphysics of God (25 marks)




1.  Assess whether Hume’s criticisms of the design argument should lead us to conclude that the universe does not have a designer.


2.  Does the cosmological argument prove that the universe must have a first cause?


3.  How successful is the ontological argument in demonstrating the existence of God?


4.  Does the existence of natural evil entail that God cannot exist?


5. Are religious claims such as ‘there is a God’ or ‘God is love’ meaningless?





	

Metaphysics of Mind (25 marks)




1.  Does the mind interact with the body?


2.  Is your mind the only mind?


3.  Do mental states really exist?


4.  Does the existence of qualia show that physicalism is false?


5. Are all mental states functional states?











Revision





•  A good start is to break down the A-level syllabus into chunks. (This book is arranged into suitable chunks)



•  For each chunk it may be useful to go through your notes and textbooks with the aims of producing a few sides of revision notes (particularly those elements you find hard to remember).



•  Repeat this process, reducing your notes further (perhaps to cards).



•  some students like to make revision timetables outlining which days/evenings you will spend on which chunks.



•  Start as early as you can. Now is always a good time!








Section 1 The Metaphysics of God


The concept and nature of God


Any examination into the metaphysics of God must begin with an account of the concept of God: what is God, what attributes are ascribed to God, and is the concept of God coherent? There are two approaches to investigating these questions: revealed theology and natural theology.
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These two approaches share the belief that there is only one God (monotheism – a belief shared by Jews, Christians and Muslims) and that this being is great – as great as any being could possibly be. This greatness is expressed by philosophers as ‘the greatest conceivable being’ (St Anselm, page 9) or ‘containing all perfections’ (Descartes, page 11), including omniscience, omnipotence and, omnibenevolence.
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Exam tip


When explaining or evaluating the arguments for God’s existence (see page 8), you should also explain the concept of God which is being assumed or defended by that argument.
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God’s attributes


God as omniscient


The possession of perfect knowledge (omniscience) is one of the perfect attributes of God (from the Latin omni meaning ‘all’ and scientia meaning ‘knowing’). A number of questions are prompted by the claim that God knows everything:





•  What type of knowledge does God have? Is God’s knowledge only propositional (knowing that something is true) or is it also practical (knowing how to do something)? But if God is also incorporeal (without a physical body) then in what sense does God know how to do things?



•  Can God know everything? If God knows everything, then God knows what we are going to do, which appears to entail that we don’t have free will. So, if we have genuine free will, then perhaps God’s perfect knowledge is limited (see page 6).



•  Is the concept of omniscience coherent? Norman Kretzmann (1928–98) argues it is not, as follows: if God has knowledge of a changing world then God’s knowledge changes, and God is changing. But God is immutable (unchanging). So God cannot be both immutable and omniscient – and yet God is supposed to be both immutable and omniscient.
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Now test yourself


Explain how the concept of God’s omniscience can be seen as an incoherent concept, and how this incoherence might be avoided.
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Redefining God’s omniscience might avoid the problems above. Instead of defining omniscience as ‘God knows everything’, it could be redefined as ‘God knows everything that it is possible for God to know’.
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Revision activity


Explain how redefining God’s omniscience helps to avoid the problems raised by human free will and by God’s immutability.
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God as omnipotent


Being all-powerful, or omnipotent (from the Latin omni meaning ‘all’ and potens meaning ‘power’), is another of God’s perfections. This apparently simple idea raises a number of issues, and different definitions of omnipotence have been proposed to avoid these issues.






	Definition of ‘omnipotence’

	Discussion of this definition






	1 God can do anything.

	
Aquinas (1225–74) argued that there were immediate problems with this simple definition:





•  God is immutable (changeless) so there is at least one thing God cannot do … change.



•  God cannot alter what has already happened, or force us to choose something freely.



•  God cannot do anything logically contradictory.










	2 God can do anything that is logically possible.

	

This redefinition avoids the problems of definition 1. But issues remain:





•  Aquinas asks whether God can create anything evil. This is not logically contradictory – but Aquinas argues that God cannot sin.



•  God cannot act in a way that goes against, or contradicts, other aspects of God’s fundamental nature.










	3 God can do anything that it is logically possible to do and that does not undermine God’s perfection.

	

This further redefinition avoids the issues raised in 1 and 2.


But atheists, such as J.L. Mackie, argue that there is still a paradox inherent in the concept of ‘omnipotence’ (see page 4 below).









God as supremely good (omnibenevolent)


As with the other perfections, God’s omnibenevolence (from the Latin omni meaning ‘all’, bene meaning ‘good’ and volens meaning ‘will’) can be understood in different ways:





•  Personal: God’s goodness is understood in terms of God’s love and mercy. God’s goodness is a fundamental attribute of God for believers, and is grounded in the description of God’s actions and statements in sacred texts such as the Bible. These are descriptions of a personal God, full of passion and love for creation. This account of God’s goodness makes the problem of evil (see page 39) particularly problematic for believers. How can a God who loves the world allow such pain and suffering to exist?



•  Metaphysical: God’s goodness is understood as a perfection. The ‘God of the philosophers’ is a perfect God and this concept is influenced by the account of goodness given by Plato and Aristotle and later absorbed by theologians. So, God’s goodness means that God has no flaws, no imperfections; God’s goodness also means ‘containing all other perfections’ (in the way that a good athlete has all the necessary qualities to perform as an athlete). This is a problem if the perfections or attributes of God can be shown to be incoherent or inconsistent.



•  Ethical: God’s goodness is understood in moral terms, as the source of all value. Believers, religious philosophers and theologians often see God as the moral standard and the origin of moral goodness. This moral goodness then guides human action, and can be seen in God’s creation. But it also means that whatever God wills is always good. This account of God’s goodness raises the problem known as the Euthyphro dilemma (see page 5).






Competing views on God’s relationship with time



Part of God’s perfection is self-existence (aseity), meaning without cause, dependent on nothing. This means that God is independent of everything, including time, and that God was not brought about by anything (God has no beginning) and nothing can cause God to cease to exist (God has no end). However, there is disagreement about whether God is timeless (outside time) or everlasting (inside time).


God being timeless (eternal) – the traditional view


Aquinas argues that God is eternal and outside of time, based on the claim that God is immutable:






	P1

	Everything in time changes.






	P2

	But God is immutable and does not change.






	P3

	Therefore God cannot be in time.






	C

	Therefore God exists outside time (timeless/atemporal).







Aquinas uses an analogy to convey God’s atemporality: a man on a road sees only what is immediately around him, but someone on a hill can see everyone travelling along that road. So God, who is ‘above’ time, is able to know and see things simultaneously across time.
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Criticism


Anthony Kenny (1931–) argued that the concept of eternity, and therefore of an eternal being, is incoherent. Rome burned in 64CE which is simultaneous with eternity; you are revising now, which is also simultaneous with eternity. Therefore, 64CE is simultaneous with now. This is absurd and therefore the concept of eternity is incoherent.
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