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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4–6 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make you note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and checked your answers online.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first steps in testing your learning. Answers are provided online.
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Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


Knowledge from key religious sources that you can use in the exam.
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Activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way. Answers are provided online.
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Exam support


Exam support boxes are provided for each topic. Read them to help breakdown exam questions and form useful planning tools for the exam.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the Now test yourself and Activity questions.
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How to use this book


This book is a complete revision guide to all aspects of the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Specification A: Area of Study 1 Study of Catholic Christianity, Area of Study 2 Study of second religion Judaism, Area of Study 3 Philosophy and ethics based on Catholic Christianity.


Each chapter is one of the eight sections of the GCSE specification and is divided into the eight topics of the specification. Each topic begins with a summary of the key points; this is followed by the main points you need to know. Next comes a list of useful words, the specialist terms you will need to use in your answers to the evaluation questions if you want a high mark. Next to these are some sources of authority which you will need to learn for the c) questions.


On the opposite page are three sections aimed at improving your exam performance (answers are found online):





•  Now test yourself is a set of multiple choice questions.



•  Activity contains a typical a) question which has been begun and which you need to complete and a typical c) question which you need to complete (there is much more help in the section 1 questions to give you an idea of what is expected in the exam).



•  Exam support sets out arguments for and against the issues raised by the topic to make it easier for you to answer the evaluation questions.





You should study all the topics, but if you have studied Islam for Area of Study 2, you will need to revise Section 2 in My Revision Notes: Edexcel Religious Studies: Beliefs in Action (Specification B) – 9781510404786.


How the assessment works


Area of Study 1 is assessed by an examination lasting 1 hour 45 minutes, which has four questions, one on each section of the specification, that is 26 minutes per question.


Area of Study 2 is assessed by a 50-minute examination, which has two questions, one on each section of the specification, that is 25 minutes per question.


Area of Study 3 is assessed by a 50-minute examination, which has two questions, one on each section of the specification, that is 25 minutes per question.


All the questions follow the same format, that is they are divided into four sub-questions.


Part a) questions


These are purely factual and will ask you to outline three facts, for example ‘Outline three Catholic Christian beliefs about marriage.’ Each fact will gain you a mark. You should spend no more than 4 minutes answering these questions.


Example:


‘Catholic Christians believe that God created marriage when he created humans (one correct belief = 1 mark). They believe that marriage is for life (two correct beliefs = 2 marks) and that marriage should be between one man and one woman (three correct beliefs = 3 marks).’


Part b) questions


These ask for reasons. They will usually ask you to explain two reasons, for example ‘Explain two reasons why the Trinity is important to Christians.’ There will be 1 mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it. You should spend no more than 5 minutes answering these questions.


Example:


‘Catholic Christians feel that the Trinity helps them understand how God works in the world (1 mark): the Father who creates, the Son who saves from sin, the Spirit who empowers (2 marks). They also believe it helps them understand God’s unity (3 marks). There might be three persons but there is only one substance – God (4 marks).’



Part c) questions



These also ask you to explain two reasons, but they require you to refer to a source of wisdom and authority, for example ‘Explain two reasons why Catholic teachings about sexual relationships are important today. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’ There will be 1 mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it, plus an extra mark for referring to a source of wisdom and authority. You should spend no more than 6 minutes answering these questions.


Example:


Most people think cohabitation is alright, but the Catholic Church says it is wrong because of the teaching on sexual ethics in the Bible (1 mark). Church teachings are important in guiding a Catholic’s decision-making, especially if they may conflict with widely accepted attitudes of society (2 marks for development). Also the Catechism of the Catholic Church says that ‘the sexual act must take place exclusively within marriage’ and that cohabitation is wrong (+1 mark for reference to a source of wisdom and authority). Most people nowadays think homosexuality is acceptable, but Catholics believe homosexual feelings are acceptable, but homosexual acts are wrong because they are condemned in the Bible (4 marks), St Paul says in Romans that homosexual acts are ‘shameful lusts’ (5 marks).


Part d) questions


These ask you to evaluate a controversial statement about a topic and have 12 marks. They require you to:





•  give some reasons why some people would agree with the statement



•  give some reasons why others would disagree with the statement



•  make a reasoned judgement as to which argument you find the most convincing.





You need to read the question carefully to see whether you need to refer to two different points of view from one religion (for example Protestant and Catholic, liberal and traditional Muslim, Reform and Orthodox Jewish) or one religious and one non-religious. It would be useful if you could use at least one source of authority in your answer.


In your response you should refer to Christian teachings, refer to other Christian or non-religious points of view and reach a justified conclusion. You should spend no more than 10 minutes answering these questions.


Example: ‘All Christians should give money to charity.’


‘Some Christians would agree with this because Christianity teaches that God created humans to be stewards of the Earth and that God wants Christians to love their neighbours. This means that riches must be used for the help of others. Also Christians believe that all the good things of the Earth have been given to humans by God to use to help each other. In the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats, Jesus said that Christians should feed the hungry and clothe the naked and the best way to do this is to give money to charities like Christian Aid.


However, other Christians might say that it is better to help people physically rather than just give money which is why many Christians run food banks. Jesus does not tell people to give money, and St Paul in 1 Corinthians says that even if you give all you have to the poor, it will be worthless if it is not done out of love. Then there is the issue of what the charities will do with the money. Catholic Christians should not give to charities which sponsor contraception.


Despite the arguments against, I think people can’t really call themselves Christians if they don’t give to charity because the teaching and example of Jesus seem to be so clear. You can’t imagine Jesus refusing to give money to charity!’


The part d) questions for Sections 1 and 3 also have three marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. One mark is awarded for spelling and punctuating with consistent accuracy; 1 mark is awarded for using rules of grammar effectively so that meaning is clear; 1 mark is awarded for using a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate. The sample answer above would be awarded 3 marks because spelling, punctuation and grammar are correct, meaning is clear and a wide range of specialist vocabulary (stewards, love of neighbour, parable, Christian Aid, St Paul, 1 Corinthians) is used appropriately.


Sources of wisdom and authority do not need exact quotes or references to chapter and verse. You can use a wide range of sources, but





•  The main sources of wisdom and authority for Christianity include: the Bible, the Creeds, the Catholic Catechism, papal encyclicals, decisions by the World Council of Churches, decisions by the General Synod of the Church of England (or by similar bodies from other Churches), teachings by bishops.



•  The main sources of wisdom and authority for Islam include: the Qur’an, hadith of Muhammad, fatwas, decisions by councils of Muslim lawyers, decisions by Shi’a Ayatollahs.



•  The main sources of wisdom and authority for Judaism include: Torah, Tenakh, Mishneh, Talmud, Mitzvot, Thirteen Principles of Faith, Pirke Avot, decisions of Bet Din, advice from great rabbis.





The activities after each topic give you a chance to practise the a) and c) questions with some help. The exam support after each topic gives you ideas for answering the d) questions.





1.1 Beliefs and teachings



Topic 1.1.1 The Trinity


Christians worship only one God because:





•  it is the teaching of the Bible



•  Jesus taught that there is only one God



•  God’s Unity is the teaching of the magisterium, the creeds and the Catechism.





The Nicene Creed explains that this one God exists as three persons – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit – who are all equal and all eternal.


Believing in God the Father means Catholics believe:





•  a Christian’s relationship with God should be like a child’s relationship with its father



•  God has a continuing relationship of love and care with his creation.



•  God will provide for and protect his people because he is ‘our Father’.





Believing in God the Son shows Catholics believe:





•  Jesus is God who has become a human being



•  Christians can worship Jesus because he is God



•  Jesus was conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit (the virgin birth).





Believing in God the Holy Spirit shows Catholics believe that the Holy Spirit





•  is the means by which God communicates with humans



•  inspired the Bible



•  is the means by which God helps the Church preserve and explain Christ’s teachings



•  is the means by which all the sacraments of the Church put believers into communion with Christ.





How the Trinity is reflected in worship and belief





•  Every Mass beginning with a welcome in the name of the Trinity.



•  Worshippers stating their belief in the Trinity in the Nicene Creed in the Mass.



•  The Trinity is the main belief of the Nicene Creed.



•  Belief in God the Holy Spirit helps Christians understand the presence of God in the world.





How belief in the Trinity is reflected in the life of a Catholic today





•  Praying to the Father, through the Son, in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit gives Catholics the spiritual sense of God as ‘beyond us, with us and in us’.



•  The Trinity gives Catholics the sense that God is active and present in the world as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.



•  The Trinity teaches Catholics they must work together to bring God’s love into the world, just as the persons of the Holy Trinity work together to bring God’s love into the world.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


The Catechism says that the Trinity is a holy mystery central to the Christian faith.


The Nicene Creed states that the Trinity is one God experienced as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


The Catechism says that belief in only one God is the basis of Christianity.
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Now test yourself





1  The Nicene Creed is:







    (a)  The agreed statement of Christian belief


    (b)  A statement about Christian beliefs


    (c)  A statement of Christian belief agreed by Catholic and Orthodox


    (d)  A statement about the Trinity








2  Monotheism is:







    (a)  Belief in God


    (b)  Belief in the Christian God


    (c)  Belief in one God


    (d)  Belief in many gods








3  The official teaching of the Catholic Church is known as:







    (a)  Salvation


    (b)  Sin


    (c)  Catechism


    (d)  Eucharist








4  The Pope and bishops interpreting the Bible and Tradition for Catholics today is called:







    (a)  Catechism


    (b)  Apostolic Tradition


    (c)  Magisterium


    (d)  Encyclicals
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three ways belief in the Trinity is shown in Catholic worship.





Catholics show their belief in the Trinity when they repeat the Nicene Creed at the Mass. Another way is


………………………………………………


Another way is


………………………………………………





2  Explain two things Catholic Christians believe about the Trinity. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Catholic Christians believe that although God is one, God is experienced as a Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. The Nicene Creed explains that


………………………………………………


………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as: ‘You can’t be a Christian if you don’t believe in the Trinity.’ This table might help answer such a question:






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	




•  The Nicene Creed contains a statement of belief in the Trinity.



•  The Catechism of the Catholic Church says the Trinity is central to Christian belief and life.



•  Churches can be members of the World Council of Churches only if they believe in the Trinity.







	




•  Jesus said the most important things were to love God and love your neighbour.



•  Christians such as Mormons and Unitarians do not believe in the Trinity.



•  Jesus said, ‘by their fruits shall you know them’, that is, what you do is more important than what you believe.
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Topic 1.1.2 Biblical understandings of God as Trinity


The threefold nature of God is hinted at in the Old Testament:





•  In Genesis, God speaks the Word to create and the Spirit hovers over creation.



•  The prophet Isaiah claims that God sends his Word and Spirit to create and guide.





God as the Trinity is clearly referred to in the New Testament:





•  Jesus’ final words in Matthew are to make disciples, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



•  St Paul makes several references to the Trinity in his letters.



•  St Peter begins his first letter with a reference to the Trinity.





The Gospel accounts of the baptism of Jesus clearly show that God is the Trinity:





•  God the Son goes into the Jordan to be baptised.



•  As he is being baptised, God the Holy Spirit descends like a dove and rests on him.



•  God the Father speaks from heaven, announcing that this is his beloved Son.





So at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry – his teaching and his miracles – there is a statement that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are at work as the one God in his ministry.


Belief in God as a Trinity of persons is important for Catholics because the Trinity helps Catholics understand the different ways that God has shown his presence in the world:





•  God the Father helps Catholics understand God’s power and creativity and his care for the world and its peoples.



•  God the Son helps Catholics understand the love of God, the sacrifice of God leading to salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life.



•  God the Holy Spirit helps Catholics understand the presence of God in the world and the strength that it brings to Catholics.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


In Genesis chapter 1, God speaks the Word to create and the Spirit hovers over creation.


Isaiah chapter 59 says that God sends his Word and Spirit to create and guide.


Jesus’ final words in Matthew tell the disciples to baptise converts in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


St Paul says in 2 Corinthians ‘May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all’.
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Historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity


Several heresies arose from debates about the nature of Jesus and the Trinity. The main ones were:





•  Adoptionism: the belief that Jesus was an ordinary man, born of Joseph and Mary, who became the Christ and Son of God at his baptism when he was ‘adopted’ by God.



•  Arianism: the belief that the Son was created by the Father at the beginning of the universe. The Son is therefore a god, but not God.





Church Councils (meetings of bishops representing all areas of the Church) were called to make a final declaration of Christian beliefs on these matters. The Councils of Nicaea (325CE) and Constantinople (381CE) explained the doctrine of the Trinity and formulated the Nicene Creed as a statement of Christian belief about the nature of Jesus and the Trinity.


The Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople are the only ones accepted by all Christians.





[image: ]


Now test yourself





1  The idea that the Son of God was adopted by God and not begotten of God is:







    (a)  Heresy


    (b)  Arianism


    (c)  Adoptionism


    (d)  Nicene








2  The idea that the Son of God was created by God after the creation is:







    (a)  Heresy


    (b)  Arianism


    (c)  Adoptionism


    (d)  Nicene








3  An assembly of bishops authorised to make decisions on theological issues is a:







    (a)  Church Assembly


    (b)  Church Convocation


    (c)  Church Council


    (d)  Church Synod








4  A religious opinion which contradicts official Church teaching is a:







    (a)  Doctrine


    (b)  Heresy


    (c)  Creed


    (d)  Catechism
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three features of the development of the doctrine of the Trinity.





One feature is that there were debates in the Church about the nature of the Trinity. Another feature is that these debates led to Trinitarian heresies like Arianism. A third feature is that the Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople settled the problem with the


………………………………………………


………………………………………………





2  Explain two reasons why belief in the Trinity is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Belief in the Trinity is important for Catholics because Jesus’ last words in Matthew’s Gospel told Christians to baptise in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Another reason is that the Trinity helps Catholics understand the different ways that God has shown his presence in the world:


………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as: ‘The decisions of Church Councils 1500 years ago have nothing to do with life in the twenty-first century.’ This table might help answer such a question:






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	




•  Church Councils then were living in a different world: no computers, no internet, cars, planes, etc.



•  Church Councils then would have had a different world view — flat Earth, six-day creation, etc.



•  Church Councils then would have had no idea of the power of science to change the world.



•  Church Councils then would have had no concept of human rights, democracy, etc.







	




•  The Church teaches that the Councils were inspired and guided by God who does not change.



•  The Church Councils made decisions about doctrines which are eternally true.



•  Church Councils were made up of holy people who have things to teach the twenty-first century because of their understanding of God.



•  Although many things have changed, the basics of life — love, friendship, joy, sorrow, death — have not changed.
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Topic 1.1.3 Creation


The biblical creation


According to Genesis chapter 1, God created the whole universe in six days, starting with the heavens and the Earth and ending with the creation of humans (male and female together). Each part of the creation came about because of God’s words, and God made humans to have authority over the world and its contents.


According to Genesis chapters 2–3, God created the heavens and the Earth, then formed Adam, then vegetation, animals and birds, then created Eve from Adam’s rib. Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden until the serpent tempted them to eat forbidden fruit to become like God. Eve ate the fruit and gave some to Adam. As a result of this first sin they were banished from the Garden.


The Catholic understanding of Genesis


The Catholic Church believes the Bible writers were inspired by God but expressed things in their own words. So Genesis has two versions of creation to communicate eternal truths about God’s purpose and human sinfulness. Catholics accept the scientific view of creation but believe Genesis reveals the truth that creation came from God.


Different Christian views





•  Fundamentalist Protestants believe the Bible is the word of God and so is true and so Genesis is factually correct. They believe Genesis 1 gives the overall picture of creation, whereas Genesis 2–3 concentrates on Day 6 and original sin, needing the salvation of Jesus. They do not accept the Big Bang and evolution.



•  Mainstream Protestants believe that the Bible is the Word of God but not his actual words. They see Genesis 2–3 as a commentary on Genesis 1 rather than a different story. They regard Genesis 1 as fairly factual, with the days as billions of years. They accept the Big Bang and evolution.



•  Liberal Protestants believe that the Bible is people’s words about God rather than the words of God. They regard Genesis 1 as a story about creation where what is important is the truth that the universe was created by God. They see Genesis 2–3 as written by a different person. They accept the Big Bang and evolution.





What creation shows about the nature of God


The biblical story of creation shows that God is:





•  the Creator who created the heaven and the Earth



•  omnipotent because he created the universe out of nothing (ex nihilo)



•  benevolent because he created the world for humans and made it a good place for them to live, with all the sustenance they need



•  eternal because he had no beginning (to create he must have existed before the beginning of time).





The biblical story also shows that life is sacred. Those things which God creates must be like him, holy, so humans need to treat the creation carefully and with respect.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth’ (Genesis 1:26).


Genesis 1 says, ‘God saw all that he had made and it was very good.’


The Catechism says that Genesis 1–3 may have different sources, but they come at the beginning of the Bible to express the truth of creation.
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Now test yourself





1  A word meaning all-good, all-loving is:







    (a)  Benevolent


    (b)  Evolution


    (c)  Ex nihilo


    (d)  Omnipotent








2  The idea that life forms change over time is:







    (a)  Benevolent


    (b)  Evolution


    (c)  Ex nihilo


    (d)  Omnipotent








3  A word meaning from nothing is:







    (a)  Benevolent


    (b)  Evolution


    (c)  Ex nihilo


    (d)  Omnipotent








4  A word meaning all powerful is:







    (a)  Benevolent


    (b)  Evolution


    (c)  Ex nihilo


    (d)  Omnipotent
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three features of the creation described in Genesis 1.





One feature is that God created everything in six days. Another feature is that God created male and female together. A third feature is


………………………………………………





2  Explain two different interpretations of the accounts of creation in Genesis. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Christians who believe the Bible is the literal word of God (literalists) believe that both Genesis 1 and 2 are scientific truth. Chapter 1 gives the overall picture and chapters 2–3 give details of day six. They believe that the scientific idea of Big Bang and evolution is wrong.


Another interpretation is


………………………………………………


………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as: ‘It’s hard to believe the biblical accounts of creation.’ This table might help answer such a question:






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	




•  Science shows that the creation of the universe took billions of years, not six days.



•  Science shows that humans evolved from other species of mammals, not that they were suddenly created by God.



•  Science has evidence, such as the Red Shift Effect and the fossil record.



•  There are two Bible accounts which seem to contradict one another.







	




•  If the Bible is the word of God, then it must be true and so is easy to believe.



•  It is easier to believe that God created the universe than that this huge complex system was just an accident.



•  It is easy to explain the different accounts in Genesis if chapters 2–3 are poetic explanations of chapter 1.



•  Genesis 1 is factual when a day is defined as billions of years rather than 24 hours.
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Topic 1.1.4 The nature of humanity


Genesis teaches that God created human beings in his image. This does not mean that they look like God, but that they have free will, reason and a conscience. They are capable of self-knowledge, and have the freedom to choose between good and evil.


This teaching reminds Catholics that:





•  each human being is special, unique and sacred in God’s sight



•  humans are more than animals and are not to be used as objects



•  humans have fundamental human rights such as freedom of conscience and expression, a right to food, shelter and health care.





Humanity’s relationship with creation


Being made in the image of God gives humans a huge responsibility to care for the planet God has made rather than spoil it.


The Catholic Church teaches that Christians should regard the whole of creation as a gift from God to be used by humans in the way in which God intended. God has given humans control of the Earth and its resources (dominion), but only as God’s stewards responsible for completing the work of creation.


Stewardship means that Christians have a responsibility to:





•  look after God’s creation and pass it on to future generations in a better state than they received it



•  make sure creation is not exploited by humans, resulting in such things as pollution



•  make sure that the earth’s resources are shared out fairly



•  make sure that humans treat God’s creation fairly and harmoniously.





Non-Catholic Christians have the same beliefs about the nature of humanity, and humanity’s relationship with creation, as Catholics.


Different understandings of humanity’s relationship with creation





•  Humanists do not believe in God and are non-religious. They believe in reason and science and that moral principles can be worked out in terms of what will make life better for everyone. Reason and science teach them that people need to care for and look after the planet so that it can provide for future generations.



•  Other non-religious people (atheists and those who are uninterested in religion) have two views: some think people should work to preserve the environment for the future; others think the world is to be enjoyed by people however they like.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that being in the image of God means that humans have dignity because they are not a thing, they are a person.


Genesis 1 says that God gave humans control of the living things on the Earth.


Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have said in encyclicals that Catholics have a duty to protect the environment and to reduce the effects of climate change.


The Catechism says that humanity’s control of nature is limited by God requiring them to preserve the environment and care for their neighbours.
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Now test yourself





1  A letter addressed by the Pope to all the bishops of the Church is:







    (a)  Humanism


    (b)  Self-knowledge


    (c)  Stewardship


    (d)  Encyclical








2  Belief in reason and human values but no belief in God is:







    (a)  Humanism


    (b)  Self-knowledge


    (c)  Stewardship


    (d)  Encyclical








3  Knowing who you are and why you are here is:







    (a)  Humanism


    (b)  Self-knowledge


    (c)  Stewardship


    (d)  Encyclical








4  Looking after something so it can be passed on to the next generation is:







    (a)  Humanism


    (b)  Self-knowledge


    (c)  Stewardship


    (d)  Encyclical





[image: ]







[image: ]


Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three things Christians believe about humans being made in the image of God.





One thing Christians believe this means is that humans have free will — they can choose between good and evil. Another thing is that they have reason and so can work things out. A third thing is that humans are capable of


………………………………………………





2  Explain two meanings of stewardship for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





Catholics believe that stewardship means that they have a duty to look after God’s creation and pass it on to future generations in a better state than they have received it.


Another meaning is


………………………………………………


………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as: ‘Climate change would not be a problem if everyone were a Catholic.’ This table might help answer such a question:






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	




•  The Catechism says Catholics should look after God’s creation and pass it on to future generations in a better state than they received it.



•  The Catechism says Catholics should make sure creation is not exploited by humans, resulting in such things as pollution.



•  The Catechism says Catholics should make sure that the earth’s resources are shared out fairly.



•  Pope Benedict and Pope Francis have issued encyclicals asking Catholics to protect the environment and reduce the effects of climate change.







	




•  Catholics are still driving cars so the teachings have not had much effect.



•  Catholics do not seem to be using renewable energy sources more than non-Catholics so the teachings have not had much effect.



•  At least 50 per cent of Catholics in the USA are climate change deniers.
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Topic 1.1.5 The Incarnation


The Incarnation is the Christian belief that God became a human being in Jesus (Jesus was God incarnate).


As the only Son of God, Catholics believe that Jesus did not have a normal conception but he did have a normal birth. Catholics believe that Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born and remained a virgin throughout her life. They believe that being born of a virgin was the way God became man.


The virgin birth is important to all Christians because it shows that:





•  Jesus was the Son of God (not just a human being chosen and sent by God)



•  God was in him and he was in God



•  Jesus had two natures – in his human nature he was a human being, but in his divine nature he was God (fully human and fully divine).





The biblical basis for the Incarnation


Matthew’s Gospel tells how Joseph was told by an angel that Mary was a virgin who had conceived by the Holy Spirit and that the child was to be called Jesus because he would save the people from their sins. Joseph then married Mary, Jesus was born in Bethlehem and they were visited by Wise Men.


Luke’s Gospel tells how the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her about the virgin birth of Jesus, who was born and visited by shepherds who had been visited by angels telling them of Jesus’ miraculous birth.


John’s Gospel records the Incarnation in a theological form, identifying Jesus as the Word of God, the second person of the Trinity. John begins his Gospel at the beginning of the universe when the Word made everything that is. He then describes how the Word became flesh (the Incarnation), that is Jesus was God in human form.


There are references to the Incarnation throughout the rest of the New Testament, especially in the letters of St Paul.


Why the Incarnation is important for Catholics


The Incarnation is important for Catholics because:





•  it shows that God cared so much for the world that he came to Earth in Jesus to save people from their sins



•  in Jesus, the incarnate Word of God, humans can see what God is like



•  through the Incarnation, God began the process of salvation from sin.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


John’s Gospel, chapter 1 says that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, showing us the glory of God.


John’s Gospel, chapter 1 says that though no one has seen God, the Incarnation has made God known.


St Paul says in Colossians that ‘the Son is the image of the invisible God’.
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Now test yourself





1  The Incarnation is:







    (a)  the belief that God became a human being as Jesus


    (b)  deliverance from sin and its consequences


    (c)  academic study of God and religious ideas


    (d)  the belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex








2  Salvation is:







    (a)  the belief that God became a human being as Jesus


    (b)  deliverance from sin and its consequences


    (c)  academic study of God and religious ideas


    (d)  the belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex








3  Theological means:







    (a)  the belief that God became a human being as Jesus


    (b)  deliverance from sin and its consequences


    (c)  academic study of God and religious ideas


    (d)  the belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex








4  Virgin birth is:







    (a)  the belief that God became a human being as Jesus


    (b)  deliverance from sin and its consequences


    (c)  academic study of God and religious ideas


    (d)  the belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex
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Activities


Complete the answers to these questions:





1  Outline three Catholic beliefs about the virgin birth.





One Catholic belief about the virgin birth is that, as the only Son of God, Jesus did not have a normal conception but he did have a normal birth. Another belief is that Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born and remained a virgin throughout her life. A third Catholic belief is that being born of a virgin was


………………………………………………





2  Explain two reasons why the Incarnation is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.





The Incarnation is important for Catholics because in Jesus, the incarnate Word of God, humans can see what God is like. John’s Gospel says that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, showing us the glory of God.


Another reason is that the Incarnation shows that God cared so much for the world that


………………………………………………


………………………………………………
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Exam support


You might be asked to evaluate a statement such as: ‘Jesus was God incarnate.’ This table might help answer such a question:






	Arguments for

	Arguments against






	




•  Jesus had a virgin birth and only God could be born of a virgin.



•  Jesus performed miracles, such as stilling a storm, that only God could do.



•  Jesus rose from the dead, which only God could do.



•  It is the teaching of all the Christian Churches and creeds.







	




•  The only evidence for the Incarnation is the Bible and there is no reason for believing the Bible is the truth.



•  The accounts in Matthew and Luke contradict each other.



•  A human being requires male and female genes, so if Jesus was a human being, where did his male genes come from?



•  God is supposed to be an infinite being but Jesus was a finite being, which means Jesus could not have been God.
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Topic 1.1.6 The events of the Paschal mystery


The Paschal mystery is the term the Church uses to refer to the death and resurrection of Jesus and their effects on salvation.


The Last Supper


The night before he was crucified, Jesus enjoyed a meal with his disciples in Jerusalem when he shared bread and wine with them, saying the bread was his body and the wine his blood, so establishing the Eucharist.


Garden of Gethsemane


After supper, Jesus left the disciples while he went to pray and asked God, ‘take this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done’. When he went back, the disciples were asleep. As they woke, one of them, Judas Iscariot, arrived with the chief priests to arrest Jesus. The disciples wanted to fight, but Jesus wouldn’t let them.


The trials


Peter followed but denied he knew Jesus when he was challenged. The Sanhedrin found Jesus guilty of blasphemy for claiming to be the Christ, the Son of God. He was then taken to Pontius Pilate, who found him innocent and offered to release either Jesus or the Jewish freedom fighter Barabbas. The crowd chose Barabbas and Jesus was condemned to death by crucifixion.


The crucifixion


The Gospels agree that Jesus was crucified on Friday, Simon of Cyrene carried the cross, a robber was crucified on either side of him, Jesus was mocked by the bystanders, Jesus forgave his killers and died with the words, ‘Father into your hands I commend my spirit.’


The resurrection and ascension


Joseph of Arimathea was given permission to bury Jesus in his tomb and on Sunday morning Jesus’ women followers came to anoint the body, found the tomb empty and told the disciples. Jesus then appeared to two disciples walking from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus. Jesus continued to appear in Jerusalem for 40 days. Then he told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the gift of the Holy Spirit and was taken up from them into a cloud.


Importance of these events





•  The Last Supper is the basis of the Mass, the most important form of Christian worship.



•  Christians believe the crucifixion brought forgiveness from sin.





The Catholic Church teaches that the Paschal mystery guarantees humanity’s salvation from sin because:





•  Jesus freely offered himself for our salvation



•  this offering was symbolised by Jesus breaking the bread and saying, ‘This is my body given for you’.



•  Christ’s resurrection promises resurrection for all who believe



•  by his ascension, Jesus Christ precedes believers into heaven so that believers may live in the hope of one day being with him for ever.
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Sources of wisdom and authority


Luke’s Gospel chapter 22 says that at the Last Supper, Jesus said the bread was his body and the wine was his blood.


Luke’s Gospel chapter 23 says that when he was on the cross, Jesus asked God to forgive those crucifying him.


The Catechism teaches that the resurrection gives definite proof of Jesus’ divine authority.


The Catechism teaches that the Paschal mystery is that by his death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his resurrection, he opens the way to a new life.
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Now test yourself





1  Speaking in a sacrilegious way about God or sacred things is called:







    (a)  Blasphemy


    (b)  Paschal


    (c)  Redemptive efficacy


    (d)  Sanhedrin








2  A word meaning relating to Easter is:







    (a)  Blasphemy


    (b)  Paschal


    (c)  Redemptive efficacy


    (d)  Sanhedrin
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