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The Greeks believed that the universe created the gods. Before there were gods, there was Heaven and Earth. Father Sky and Mother Earth were the first parents.


The children of GAEA, Mother Earth, and OURANOS, Father Sky, were not quite human. In fact, they were unlike any form of creature known to people. They were giant monsters with terrible, forceful energy. They had the overwhelming strength of an earthquake, a hurricane, and a volcano combined.
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The TITANS were also the children of Heaven and Earth. The Titans were known as the Elder Gods. They ruled the universe for many ages. The Titans were enormous in size and had incredible strength.


CRONUS was the most important Titan. He ruled over all the others. Then his son ZEUS overthrew him and stole the power of the universe from him. Some other important Titans were OCEANUS and his wife, TETHYS; HYPERION, the father of the sun, moon, and dawn; MNEMOSYNE, the goddess of memory; THEMIS, the goddess of justice; ATLAS, who held the world on his shoulders; and PROMETHEUS, who gave fire to humans, saving them from dying out.


ZEUS became the king of the gods. In the beginning, Zeus and his brothers divided up which areas they would rule. Zeus became the supreme ruler. He was the Lord of the Sky, the Rain-god, and the Cloud-gatherer. He could throw down a terrible thunderbolt whenever he was angry. Zeus’s power was greater than that of all the other gods combined. He could appear in many shapes and forms. He often fooled mortals into thinking he was something he was not. Sometimes he was even invisible. But the rustling of oak leaves was one way to know that Zeus was there.


HERA was Zeus’s wife. She was the protector of marriage and married women. But in most stories, Hera is described as jealous and mean. She liked to punish humans even if they had done nothing wrong. Also, Hera never forgot if someone did something bad to her. She always wanted vengeance and was usually unstoppable.


POSEIDON was the ruler of the sea. He was Zeus’s brother and was second to him in power and importance. Poseidon had a splendid palace beneath the sea. But he was most often found on Mount Olympus. Both storm and calm were controlled by Poseidon. When he drove his golden chariot over the water, the waves became still. Peace followed his smooth-rolling wheels. Yet Poseidon was also known as the Earth-shaker. He would use his trident, a three-pronged spear, to shake up the sea and earth. Poseidon, the god of the sea, was very important to the Greeks, since many of them were sailors.


HADES was also Zeus’s brother. He ruled the underworld and the dead. His other names were King of the Dead and God of Wealth. He was the god of wealth because precious metals, like gold and silver, are found beneath the earth. Hades hardly ever left his dark underworld to visit Mount Olympus or Earth. No one really wanted him to visit, either. He wasn’t an evil god, but he was still quite terrible. His wife was PERSEPHONE, queen of the lower world. Persephone’s mother was DEMETER, goddess of the corn, summertime, and harvest.


ATHENA was Zeus’s daughter. She had no mother. Zeus’s favorite child, Athena sprang from his head. She came out fully grown and dressed in full armor as a fierce battle-goddess. She had no pity for her enemies. As Zeus’s favorite, she got to carry his terrible thunderbolt weapon. But Athena was also considered the goddess of the city. City life, handicrafts, and farming were under her care. She also represented reason, wisdom, and purity.


APOLLO was the son of Zeus and LETO, the invisible goddess. His other names were Lord of the Silver Bow, the Archer-god, and the Healer. He was the god who first taught mortals how to heal. Apollo was filled with goodness. As the god of the sun, he had no darkness in him at all. He was also known as the god of truth.


ARTEMIS was Apollo’s twin sister. As the Lady of Wild Things, she was a hunter to the gods. She was also the protector of children. Just as Apollo was the sun, Artemis was the moon.


APHRODITE was the goddess of love and beauty. She was born from the foam of the sea. Wherever Aphrodite went, beauty followed. She was irresistible to all whom she met. Winds and storm clouds let her pass easily. Sweet flowers begged to be under her foot. The waves of the sea laughed when she was among them. Without her, there would be no joy anywhere. Aphrodite was a soft and gentle goddess. None of the other gods would ever cause her harm.


HERMES was a son of Zeus. He moved swiftly and gracefully everywhere he went. There were wings on his hat and his magic wand. He also wore winged sandals. These wings helped him move freely between the world of gods and the world of humans. For this reason, Hermes was Zeus’s messenger. He also led souls down to their last home in the underworld, Hades. Of all the gods, Hermes was the cleverest.


DIONYSUS was the god of merriment and fun. Sometimes he brought joy and laughter to the people. But sometimes he did cruel and heartless things. Under his influence, courage blossomed in people’s hearts. He could move them to do wonderful, brave, and artful things. He made humans feel as if they, too, could be like the gods. Dionysus was much loved by people. He was very important to them.


The GRACES were a group of lovely sisters. Their names were Aglaia (Splendor), Euphrosyne (Mirth), and Thalia (Good Cheer). They were the daughters of Zeus and Eurynome, who was the daughter of Oceanus the Titan. The Graces were elegant and beautiful. They delighted both the gods and mortals. Together with the Muses, they were considered the queens of song. No celebration was complete without them.


The MUSES were nine sisters. They were the daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne. Clio was the muse of history. Urania was muse of astronomy. Melpomene was the muse of tragedy and Thalia was the muse of comedy. Terpsichore was the muse of dance. Calliope was the muse of classic poetry and Erato was the muse of love poetry. Polyhymnia was the muse of songs to the gods. Euterpe was the muse of lyric poetry. When the nine sisters visited gods or mortals, all troubles would disappear. The Muses were good friends of Apollo and the Graces. Anyone favored by the Muses was considered godly, even if he wasn’t a god.














CHAPTER 1


War Among the Gods
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The Greeks have a myth of what existed long before their gods. They thought there was only unbroken darkness and silence. Chaos, which was nothingness and confusion, ruled over Night.


Night covered everything above the ground and also ruled over Erebus, the underworld. There was nothing else in the whole universe. All was black, empty, silent, and endless.


Then, from somewhere unknown, Love flooded the universe. It brought Light and Day with it. The sky turned blue in the Light. It filled with stars in the Night. Love brought wind, rain, thunder, and lightning. Then two strange, gigantic beings formed. They were known as Gaea, Mother Earth, and Ouranos, Father Sky. These two created stranger and even more gigantic monsters.


The first type of monster had no name. Each one had fifty heads and one hundred hands. They had the strength of an earthquake, the temper of a hurricane, and the breath of a volcano. These beasts roamed the world. They lifted mountains and scooped out seas. After a while, Ouranos sent them away to the underworld. He could not stand the sight of them.


The second kind of monsters was the Cyclopes. They each had one enormous eye in the middle of their foreheads. Ouranos did not like the Cyclopes. But he allowed them to roam free as long as they kept out of his way.


Then a third type of monster was created. They were called Titans. These creatures were very strong and smart. A creature named Cronus was the smartest and strongest Titan.


Cronus had many sons and daughters with his wife, Rhea. Cronus was all-powerful, but there was one thing he was very afraid of. It had been said that one day, one of his sons would overpower him. So every time a son was born to him, Cronus put the boy in prison. Rhea begged him not to do this. He didn’t listen to her.


When their sixth son was born, Rhea tricked Cronus. She did not tell her husband that she had given birth. Then she sent her son, named Zeus, to live secretly on a nearby island.


Zeus grew up and became a mighty god himself. One day he visited Gaea, his grandmother. She told him about his five brothers who were imprisoned by his father, Cronus.


Zeus became very angry at his father. Gaea told Zeus where to find Cronus. Zeus went to him at once and demanded that Cronus free his brothers. At first, Cronus refused. But Gaea joined forces with Zeus. Then Cronus had no choice but to free Zeus’s brothers.


Not long after, Zeus gathered together his brothers and sisters.


“We must rise up against Cronus and the other Titans,” Zeus told them. “They are cruel. They don’t understand how the world should be,” he added. “But I do.”


“How do we do it?” asked one of his brothers.


“Cronus is all-powerful,” added one of his sisters.


Zeus needed some advice. So he went to Prometheus and Atlas, two of Cronus’s Titan brothers. They also did not like the way that Cronus ruled.


“How can I defeat Cronus?” Zeus asked the two Titans.


“Release the no-name, hundred-handed, fifty-headed monsters from the underworld,” Prometheus said. “They have the power of thunder, lightning, earthquake, and volcano. Atlas, my brother, am I right?”


But Atlas said, “I want no part of a war against Cronus.” He walked away.


“You will regret your choice one day,” Zeus called after him.


“Do what I say and you will defeat Cronus,” Prometheus told Zeus.


So Zeus did just that. He released the unnamed, hundred-handed, fifty-headed beast from the underworld.


Zeus—along with his brothers, his sisters, and the monsters—fought a long, dreadful war against the Titans.


The sea crashed against the shores. The earth trembled. The mountains shook. Thunder rumbled. Lightning struck fiercely. The air was filled with fire. The world was whipped into a terrible frenzy.


Zeus took the power of thunder and lightning for himself. He used it, without mercy, against Cronus and the Titans. Zeus was victorious.


Cronus and the other Titans were cast into the underworld. There they would live forever in chains. Zeus came up with a special punishment for Atlas. For refusing to help, Atlas was sent by the king of the gods to the place in the world where Night met Day. He was forced to hold up the world on his shoulders forever.


As a reward for Prometheus’s help, Zeus gave him and his brother Epimetheus a special honor. They were to create humans and all the animals on Earth. The brothers also were to decide what each creatures’ special gifts would be.


Zeus, his brothers, and his sisters became the only ruler-gods of the world. They chose the most perfect place on Earth to live—Mount Olympus. It was the highest point on Earth, and the closest to Heaven. It never rained, and no cold winds blew there. The sun always shone down on the gods when they were on Mount Olympus.
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Zeus and the gods led delightful lives. Apollo, god of the sun, played beautiful songs on his harp. The Muses sang for them. The Graces danced for them. The gods ate ambrosia and drank nectar, the godliest of food and drink. They never knew pain or grief. The gods were known as the immortal Olympians, and they ruled over the entire world.
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