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Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more,

Men were deceivers ever,

One foot in sea, and one on shore,

To one thing constant never.



Balthazar; II.iii.
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In the house of Leonato, Governor of Messina, all was fuss and flutter. The governor’s old friend, Don Pedro, Prince of Aragon, and several of his captains had stayed at the house some months earlier, on their way to war. With the war safely won, the prince had decided to visit again on his return.
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Shortly before Don Pedro’s arrival, two lovely young women hurried down to the main courtyard of the governor’s house. One was Hero, Leonato’s only child, the other was her cousin Beatrice. Though the two were closer than sisters, they had little in common. Dark-haired Hero’s innocent blue eyes matched her mild-mannered sweetness. Beatrice had fair hair, a sharp mind and an even sharper tongue.
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“Lord Claudio fought well, by all accounts,” Beatrice remarked to her cousin as they descended a staircase. “You took quite a fancy to him last time he was here, didn’t you?”
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