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There are seven special animals

Who live in Fairyland.

They use their magic powers

To help others where they can.

 

A dragon, black cat, firebird,

A seahorse and snow swan too,

A unicorn and ice bear -

I know just what to do.

 

I’ll lock them in my castle

And never let them out.

The world will turn more miserable,

Of that, I have no doubt…
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Kirsty Tate held her breath, trying to keep her fingers steady on the camera as a little brown sparrow only a few steps away pecked at something on the ground. She was crouched at the edge of a woodland clearing, framed by leafy trees and bushes, with dappled sunlight streaming through. She pressed the button on top of the camera. Click! There – perfect.
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“Brilliant,” said her best friend, Rachel Walker, crouching next to Kirsty. She took her pencil and ticked off the sparrow’s picture from a list she held on a clipboard. “That makes five birds we’ve found and photographed,” she said, feeling pleased. “The sparrow, thrush, blackbird, robin and magpie. Just the blue tit to spot now, and we’re done.”

The two girls were spending a week of their spring holiday at an outdoors adventure camp. Today was Nature Day, and all the campers had been put in pairs and given a list of plants, animals or insects to track down and photograph. At the end of the day, they were going to gather around the campfire and share their discoveries with everyone.

Rachel and Kirsty sat on a fallen log to look at the birdwatcher’s guidebook they had been given. Rachel flicked through until she found a page about the blue tit. “Here we are,” she said, looking at the photograph. “So it’s got a blue head, wings and tail, and a yellow chest. Well, that should be easy enough to spot.”
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