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INTRODUCTION



In 1934, the American songwriter Cole Porter penned the national anthem of the Sagittarius, which includes these lines:




Just give me land, lots of land, full of starry skies above,


But don’t fence me in! . . .


I want to ride to the ridge where the west commences,


And gaze at the moon till I lose my senses,


And I can’t look at hobbles and I can’t stand fences—


Don’t fence me in!1





This Sagittarian song gives voice to the juicy center of this sign’s essential style and identity: fences are your Kryptonite. Limits are your Achilles heel. The word “impossible!” never entered your vocabulary. The insatiable longing for the view of unfolding, unlimited terrain takes up residence in your heart from the very beginning, and there is nothing you would love more than to continue forward to endless horizons.


Sagittarius, this is your MO: when God closes a door, throw a chair through the window.


The Sagittarius style is that of a teacher, a sage, a wizard, someone who has learned their way through life in a perpetual cycle of experiment, experience, and explanation. Everything in your world has a story as to why it became just so. Knowing and telling those stories is how you weave the net that holds your world together.


You’ve been gifted with an insatiable spirit of optimism, adventure, enervation, and expansion. Because of the core motivation of your life being focused on ever-higher, ever-farther goals, part of what you’ve been given to do in this lifetime is to perfect the art of aim. Just as an archer must aim above their target to correct for gravity, so must we, who would dream of a world that is more just, more peaceful, and more abundant, learn how to aim higher than we think we can possibly hit with our goals and actions.2


You, dear friend, have been called to this world for such a time as this: by being true to who you are, you have the blessed opportunity to teach the rest of us how to do the same. By helping us to keep our eyes fixed on the imagined targets that help us achieve our goals more accurately and authentically, you can lead us into the uncharted territory of hope.


I’m so pleased to be taking this journey with you, because wanderlust courses through your veins. Heroism burns like a fire in your bones. A desire for truth, for perspective, for justice, and for a way to tell the stories of why things came to be is the engine that drives you forward through this life. Together we’re going to spread out our wings and catch this jovial updraft to see what uncharted territory we can explore.


As we do so, we’ll come to understand more deeply what it means to be under the patronage of Sagittarius’ ruling planet, Jupiter. Jupiter’s children have their unique mission in this world just the same as the children of any of the other planets do, but to be a Sagittarius means that you have a special tie to everyone’s favorite Sky Zaddy, and your motivations and gifts are aligned with all the best—and sometimes the less-than-best—characteristics of uplifting, enervating Jupiter.


As we examine different slices of life from the perspective of Sagittarius, we’ll explore how learning to mature and train the wild energy of this celestial boon can lead to a life of imagining better futures for ourselves and others, sharing an endless supply of generosity with everyone we encounter, and healing the world through healing ourselves.


Before we begin, a note:


I practice astrology from the classical Western tradition, and throughout this volume I plan to use that tradition as a backdrop to tell your story. My goal is for you to be able to take this information and utilize it to take inspired action throughout all areas of your life.


If you are reading this and you are a Sun Sagittarius, I want you to be thinking about how what I describe in this book is related to your conscious motivation, the factor that pulls you out of bed in the morning and into action throughout your daily life.3 The sun represents the single-pointed desire that drives all of existence in the astrological imagination, and we can use the sun to cast a golden thread around all the stories and details of our lives to craft a cohesive narrative.


However, I would highly recommend that you consider reading the book that matches your rising sign, also called the ascendant. If that’s Sagittarius, too, great! If not, be sure to pick up that volume of the series, too. You’ll be reading your rising sign volume from the perspective of your baseline operating personality, the “way you are” in the world. It describes the routes we take and choices we make to achieve our core motivations and impacts our appearance and personality in significant ways. If what you’re reading in this book doesn’t land with you and you’re a Sun Sagittarius, you’ll want to check out the book for your rising sign.


If you don’t know your rising sign, you can find that out very easily by going to an astrology site like astro.com and entering your birth data, if you know it. If you don’t know your birth data (date, location, and exact clock time), feel free to ignore this suggestion.


One more note: if you were born during the night, the moon plays a more important role in your chart than the sun does. That’s simple enough to figure out: had the sun set by the time you were born? If so, then you have a nighttime chart, and you’ll want to check out the volume in this series that matches your moon, too. The moon describes our “juicy center,” our emotional security patterns, our coping skills, and the way our solar identity plays out in our day-to-day lives through our habits and unconscious actions.


UNDERSTANDING HOW SAGITTARIUS WORKS


I have a lot of Sagittarius in my chart (both my moon and my ascendant ruler, Saturn, are there), and I’ll happily take the opportunity to share things with you that you might find interesting or compelling. Of course, I think you’ll find them interesting or compelling because I do, but that’s fine. (Was your life changed when you discovered Wikipedia? If so, you understand exactly what I mean.)


When we say, “I’m a Sagittarius,” there’s a risk of identifying with the sign itself, and that tendency is helped by pop astrology. In the classical astrological model, we talk about signs not as being distinct persons, because planets are the ones who are the agents or actors in astrology. Instead, we talk about signs as being the style in which planets are acting.


Think of it this way: if you wolf down your dinner in a split second and get stuck waiting around idly for everyone else at the table to finish their meal, do you identify as a “Quick Eater”? I mean, you could, but there’s so much more to you than the style in which you eat. But what happens if more of your life is baked into the Quick Eater style? What if you make your livelihood by competing in eating contests? What if you have a corporate sponsorship from Nathan’s® hot dogs?


The more of your life that expresses itself in the qualities of a given way of being, the more you’re prone to identify as that way instead of you, your unique individual self, as a person for whom a lot of your life expresses itself through a given style.


With each sign we’re talking about a particular style, right? So what defines the Sagittarius style? This is going to be crucial to our understanding of all the other slices of life that we’ll explore throughout the rest of this volume, so keep this in your back pocket. If you’re a Sagittarius Sun, Moon, or Rising, big parts of your life express themselves in the Sagittarius style, and so will any other planet in this sign.


First, each of the planets in astrology rules at least one sign. We might think of the sign a planet rules as that planet’s “home base.” Because it’s their home, they’ve got it decorated in the precise way that they like it, their favorite food is in the fridge, their favorite shows are on the DVR, and their favorite spot on the couch has a butt print that fits them like a glove. When a planet is in its own sign, it wants for nothing, and any other planets that come into that sign are obligated to use the resources they can find there to execute their unique mission in the style of that sign. Some planets have an easier time of this than others.


When it comes to Sagittarius, the first thing to keep in mind is that it is a sign ruled by Jupiter.


Everybody likes Jupiter, honestly. A couple of pages ago I called him “Sky Zaddy,” and I did so for good reason. The astrological Jupiter is what you would get if you put Zeus, Dumbledore, and Pope Francis into a blender and poured the results into a mold shaped like Game of Thrones’ Tormund Giantsbane (played by Kristofer Hivju).


Throughout astrological history people have referred to him as “the greater benefic”; he has rulership over life, over luck, over philosophy and wisdom, wealth and status. He has, along with Venus, a share in fertility and the generation of new life. He’s the one everybody wants on their team. He does yeoman’s work to make things better for the people under his care, and all he needs to hear is that something delightful is possible to shoot off in that direction, moving heaven and earth to bring it into fruition as best he can. He also has rulership over wisdom, philosophy, spirituality, religion, fidelity, and teaching; in fact, in the Indian astrological system, he is known as Guru. He knows the names of every plant, animal, person, and place in the universe, and he also knows the stories behind how those names came to be, and he’ll happily share them with you.


But, of course, Jupiter is not without his share of vice. As much as we characterize him as generous, benevolent, and of great fidelity, he can also slide into extravagance, wastefulness, and fundamentalism, convinced that his way is the right way. He can doggedly believe that his vision of the world is the only right one, and if everyone would just trust him they’d eventually come to see it that way, too. This being the case, he might react poorly when he’s told that his way isn’t, in fact, the right way for everyone.


If we’re imagining Sagittarius as a style that fashions us into the likeness of Jupiter, we might think of how such a character would decorate and arrange his abode. I’m thinking of the soaring archways and spires of a Gothic cathedral perched on the top of a mountain on the western coast of Spain, overlooking an unobstructed view of hills that tumble down to beaches on the uncharted waters of the Atlantic. There’s no roof on the cathedral so that the clouds of incense and song can spiral joyfully straight up to the firmament. While services are going on attended by swaths of the faithful, there’s a wild festival happening in the forecourt; it’s Carnival all year round here.


The image in my mind is a fantasy version of the church of Santiago de Compostela in Spain, which, for Europeans, was about as far west as you could go, period, until the discovery of the Americas. Today people still go on pilgrimage to this sacred place on an ancient road that starts in southern France, crosses the ridge “where the west commences” in the Pyrenees, and follows the northern coast of Spain. Pilgrims have trod this sacred way for millennia, even well before the advent of Christianity, as they sought broken-open horizons and an unobstructed view of the limitless world that lies beyond the setting sun. That’s Jupiter’s kind of place.


One thing you’ll want to keep in mind is that cultivating a relationship to Jupiterian places—whether that’s going on a pilgrimage halfway across the world or taking a pilgrimage to a favorite quiet spot in your neighborhood park—is essential for your well-being. We’ll explore this more in the daily life chapter.


Besides their ruling planet, the style of individual signs coalesces around their elemental nature, as well as their modality.


We can think of each of the four astrological elements (fire, earth, air, and water) as relating to one of four essential security processes that being fully and authentically human requires of us: in other words, our identity security and drive (fire), physical security (earth), intellectual-social security (air), and our emotional security (water) can be explored astrologically. Classically, these four elements also serve as the basis of temperament, which impacts personality as well as health and vitality.


Meanwhile, when we’re talking about modality, we’re talking about which phase of the elemental security cycle we’re looking at: cardinal signs initiate, fixed signs maintain, and mutable signs adapt and transform. Each of the four elements has one sign of each modality.


Sagittarius is the mutable fire sign. Being a fire sign, Sagittarius is one of the signs that is involved in our human process of identity, self-esteem, and self-expression. Its style invites any planets placed there to take their part in helping you to understand yourself better and to engage in an ever-unfolding process of deepening that same self- understanding through learning, both through experience and through imagination.


The fire triplicity is described by astrologers Demetra George and Robert Schmidt as being associated with the imperative mood in grammar, the kind of language we use to issue commands.4 “Go! Do! Be!” are all fire ways of speaking. Sagittarius’ style is to issue commands—but remember, they’re Jupiter-flavored commands, since Jupiter rules it: “Grow! Learn! Change! Explore!” Fire signs aren’t especially given to subtlety, but unlike fire peers Aries and Leo, Sagittarius’ style has the benefit of having Jupiter as its ruling planet to soften some of the harsher edges. It’s easier for people to obey you if they like you, anyway.


The notion of “drive” is especially important for fire signs, too. It’s important for fiery people to understand the factors that push us forward in life. Sagittarius wants to know why those factors came to be, since knowing those stories can help us course-correct and keep our trajectory true. Remember the archer aiming above her target.


Sagittarius’ need to utilize these narrative factors as a means of improvement is because Sagittarius is also a mutable sign, its style is oriented toward adapting and improving based on incoming information related to self- understanding and the process of learning who you are. The Sagittarius style understands that self-concept is always on the table for revision, amendment, and adjustment based on the lessons we take in from our experiences in this world.


To be sure, everyone has moments in their life that expand who they know themselves to be, but for Sagittarius, having these experiences and milking the last drop out of each of them is a lifelong habit, even a compulsion. Because this phase of the identity security process is under Jupiter’s patronage, that process becomes an upward spiral, and anything that would stand in the way—a fence, perhaps—will be consumed in the fire of purpose-bent desire. As one matures, a Sagittarian recognizes that their identity is caught up in this process itself, and it never ends—the process of improving identity is an identity.


PROBLEMS TO SOLVE, GIFTS TO SHARE


One of the most important ways for you to understand how your Sagittarian story is at work in your life is to look at the sign through which your ruling planet, Jupiter, was traveling on the date of your birth.5 This is easy enough to do if you know how to calculate your chart using a free online chart calculating service. The reason you’ll want to do this is because you’ll want to understand whether Jupiter is able to express his priorities and principles easily or whether he’s having a rougher go of it.


When Jupiter is in one of the signs he prefers most to be in (namely Sagittarius, of course, but also Pisces and Cancer), everything he touches turns to gold. He can make incredible things happen for those who cultivate a relationship with him, and they come easily to him because he has everything he needs at his disposal and is no slouch when it comes to lavishing gifts and grace on those who seek his favor. But remember King Midas, whose golden touch became a curse in its own right.6


If your Jupiter is in Sagittarius, Pisces, or Cancer, one of the most important lessons for you to keep in your back pocket is to understand the right use of the gifts you’ve been given. Leaning into the Sagittarius style, for you, looks like cultivating the Santa Claus side of Jupiter: learning to share your gifts freely, abundantly, wildly, and utilizing what you have to generate even more abundance in the world—abundance of money, love, friendship, resources, and peace, all those conditions essential to human thriving.


When Jupiter is in a sign that he has a rougher time in, namely Gemini, Virgo, or Capricorn, he maintains all his power and majesty, but he’s in an environment where the game has changed. What’s needed in those settings is not festal extravagance but rather inspired vision among the ordinary and the mundane. Remember the divine strangers who, in disguise, visited mortals to offer wisdom and boons in uncanny ways: this is Jupiter in disguise, ready to bring a bit of magic and mirth to a world that has lost its way.


When he is in these signs, Jupiter has been given a problem to solve, and understanding how that problem manifests in your life will require you to both cultivate and maintain an expansive vision of the possible amid the minutiae and containers of daily living. Not everything will come as naturally or as easily to this Jupiter, or to you, but when breakthroughs come they will do so with tremendous power. This Jupiter is the one who has learned the secrets of turning poison into medicine, and so must you learn and teach others how to do the same.


If, dear Sagittarian, your Jupiter is not in one of the six signs I mentioned already, your story straddles both worlds. By turn, life will ask you to be the master of ceremonies at a celestial feast or to don the disguise of mortals and offer wisdom to those who don’t know they need it. You will have to learn how to strike the balance between the two and be ready to change from one to the other at a moment’s notice.


In all cases, the experiences you have as you walk through life in different Jupiterian avatars will add to your bank of narrative information which will help you tell the story of who you are, where you’ve come from, and whom you’re becoming.
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SAGITTARIUS IN SUMMARY


Let’s recap: Sagittarius is a mutable fire sign ruled by Jupiter. Sagittarian priorities are focused on the adjustment and improvement of one’s self-concept and sense of desire by adapting to incoming narrative information gained through experiential learning, heightened perspectives, and crossing of thresholds and boundaries.


When your jovial Sagittarian story is moving toward integration or harmony, your personal style embodies these key words1




 ★ Sagacious, moral, truth-telling and truth-seeking, open-minded, ethical, philosophical, aspiring


 ★ Hopeful, jovial, expansive, philanthropic, merciful, generous, optimistic, benevolent


 ★ Authentic, speculative, outspoken, freedom-loving, frank, wondering, adventurous





When your jovial Sagittarian story is moving toward disintegration, stress, or unhealth, your presentation will skew more toward these key words:




 ★ Opinionated, zealous, ungrounded, baseless, condescending, self-righteous, fundamentalist


 ★ Extravagant, risky, prodigal, false, bloviating, delusional


 ★ Excessive, scattered, restless, tactless, insensitive, irresponsible, a moocher





If Jupiter is in Sagittarius, Pisces, or Cancer, your Sagittarian story is focused on gifts to share out of your abundance of wealth and jollity.


If Jupiter is in Gemini, Virgo, or Capricorn, your Sagittarian story is focused on problems to solve with your inborn wisdom and far-reaching vision.


You’ll also want to keep these planets in mind, because each of them rules a different slice of life for you, and we’ll consider them in the relevant chapters later in the book.2




 ★ Your money is ruled by Saturn.


 ★ Your neighborhood, siblings, and daily environment are also ruled by Saturn.


 ★ Your home life and family relationships are ruled by Jupiter.


 ★ Your tastes, creative work, and sexuality are ruled by Mars.


 ★ Your responsibilities, labors, and illnesses are ruled by Venus.


 ★ Your relationships are ruled by Mercury.


 ★ Your relationship with life’s unavoidables (death and taxes!) is ruled by the moon.


 ★ Your spirituality, education, and travel are ruled by the sun.


 ★ Your career is ruled by Mercury.


 ★ Your friends and groups are ruled by Venus.


 ★ Your search for transcendence and unconscious limits is ruled by Mars.




1 These lists of key words are an adaptation & reimagining of similar lists offered by Douglas Bloch and Demetra George in Astrology for Yourself, revised edition (Lake Worth, Ibis, 2006) p. 217ff.


2 These planets are derived from projecting houses out from Sagittarius as the first house. For example, if Sagittarius falls in the first house, Capricorn falls in the second and is ruled by Saturn, Aquarius in the third, and so forth. This presumes whole sign or equal sign houses, which is a helpful shorthand technique.
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