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Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look,

He thinks too much; such men are dangerous.



Caesar; I.ii.
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The streets of Rome were lined with bustling crowds. They had gathered to honour Julius Caesar, Rome’s most brilliant general. Caesar had led his armies to victory after victory, and the Roman Republic had grown in size and wealth. To show their gratitude, the citizens of Rome had elected Caesar as their Consul.
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When Caesar appeared, mounted on a fine white horse, the crowds called out his name, and threw handfuls of flower petals that drifted through the air like coloured snow. Caesar stared straight ahead, and did not wave or smile. With his hooked nose and hooded eyes, he looked as proud and cruel as an eagle.
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Suddenly, an old man ran out into the road. Caesar struggled for a moment to calm his startled horse, and then glared coldly. The crowds stopped cheering, and the only sound was the jingling harness of Caesar’s horse.

“What do you want, old man?” Caesar demanded.
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